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David Francis Rogers, 81, 
passed away on December 21, 
2025, at Methodist Medical Cen-
ter in Oak Ridge, Tennessee. He 
was born on February 22, 1944, 
in Fort Oglethorpe, Georgia, 
and raised in Coalfield, Tennes-
see. A lifelong resident of Coal-
field, he carried the spirit of his 
community with him throughout 
his life, grounded in the values 
and connections formed in the 
place he always called home.

David proudly served his coun-
try in the United States Army 
from November 15, 1966, 
to November 14, 1972. He 
achieved the rank of Sergeant 
while serving in Battery A, 15th 

Artillery, 2nd Infantry Division. 
His service included a deploy-
ment to Korea from November 
29, 1967, to October 31, 1968, 
where he fulfilled his duties with 
dedication and honor.

Following his military service, 
David built a distinguished 
35year career at ORNL, K25, 
and Y12, where he held a vari-
ety of roles and responsibilities. 
He retired in 1999 as a Mainte-
nance Supervisor from the Y12 
National Security Complex, re-
membered for his strong work 
ethic, steady leadership, and 
commitment to those he worked 
alongside.

He was a Master Mason with 
Faith Masonic Lodge #756 
F&AM in Oak Ridge, Tennes-
see, and a devoted member of 
the Church of Christ in Oliver 
Springs, Tennessee. His faith 
and fellowship were important 
parts of his life and the values 
he carried with him.

David was a skilled electrician, 
carpenter, and mason—talents 

he used generously to help oth-
ers, solve problems, and build 
things that lasted. His crafts-
manship was matched only by 
his patience and willingness to 
lend a hand whenever someone 
needed him.

He enjoyed a wide range of 
hobbies, including Amateur Ra-
dio, shooting, hunting, fishing, 
gardening, woodworking, and 
working on automobiles. Wheth-
er tending a garden, repairing 
an engine, or connecting with 
others over the airwaves, Da-
vid found joy in working with his 
hands and sharing his knowl-
edge.

David was preceded in death by 
his father, Johnny Rogers; his 
mother, Carrie Jackson Rogers; 
his brother, Lincoln Rogers; and 
his sister, Carol Joan Rogers 
Sloat.

He is survived by his loving 
wife of 56 years, Janet Toney 
Rogers; his daughter, Kimberly 
Rogers Jones, and son-in-law, 
Dan Jones; his grandson, Nich-

olas Jones, and fiancée, Helen 
Wagner; his brother, Paul Rog-
ers; and his sisters, Mary Stew-
art, Catherine Holbrook, Carla 
Gant, and Karen Griffin.

The family will receive friends 
Friday, December 26, 2025 at 
Schubert Funeral Home from 
4:00-5:00 p.m. with the funeral 
to follow at 5:00 p.m.  Grave-
sides services will be Mon-
day, December 29, 2025 in the 
Roane Memorial Gardens at 
2:00 p.m.

 Schubert Funeral Home is 
honored to serve the family 

of David Rogers.

David Francis Rogers, 81
United States Army Veteran

Mrs. Holly LaVelle Duncan Hall 
of Lancing, formerly of Petros 
departed from this world on 
Christmas morning, December 
25, 2025. Holly was of Chris-
tian faith and enjoyed being in 
church service, listening to gos-
pel music, and coloring with her 
niece Whitley.

She is preceded in death by 
her father, Roger Duncan and 
mother, Brenda Gibson; and 
nephew, Isaiah Nathaniel Ped-
dicord.

She is survived by her son, Jor-
dan Hall; sister Wendy Duncan 
Potter (Tom Feezell);  nephews 
William Michael (Jenny) Potter 
and Walter McKinley Potter II; 
special niece, Whitley Mead-
ows Potter; Godmother, Lora 
Davis, and a host of cousins 
and friends.

The family will receive friends 
Monday December 29, 2025 
from 10:00 – 11:00 a.m. at 
Schubert Funeral Home in 
Wartburg. A graveside service 
will immediately follow at New 
Petros Cemetery, Petros TN.

In lieu of flowers the family ask 
that contributions be made to 
Schubert Funeral Home P.O. 
Box 326 Wartburg, TN  37887.

Schubert Funeral Home is 
honored to serve the family 

of Holly Duncan Hall.

Holly LaVelle Duncan Hall

In Loving Memory

Obituaries must come from a funeral home to be in the newspaper.

The LORD is my portion, saith my 
soul; therefore will I hope in him. 
 				    - Lamentations 3:24 

Dorothy “Dot” Sexton
1/14/1938     12/22/2025

Beloved Mother, sister, aunt, 
and friend, went home to be 
with Our Lord on Monday eve-
ning, 12/22/2025.

Dot was born in Kentucky but 
lived most of her life in Tennes-
see. She married the love of her 
life, Bob Sexton on 7/16/1958, 
and they enjoyed many great 
adventures together.

Dot is survived by twin daugh-
ters, Marlene Jerrolds and 
Charlene Kennedy, grandson 
Jacob Jerrolds and wife, Sa-
brina Dooley, sisters Eliza-
beth Jones and Faye Williams, 
many nephews and nieces, and 
friends.

Her daughters and family will 
miss her greatly but rejoice that 
she is not suffering or in pain 
anymore.
The family will be receiving 
friends at Schubert Funeral 
Home, Wartburg, Tennessee, 
on Saturday 12/27/2025 from 
11:00 am to 12:00 pm EST with 
service from 12:00 pm EST. In-
terment will follow at Mt. Hope 
Cemetery in Deer Lodge, Ten-
nessee.

Schubert Funeral Home is 
honored to serve the family 
of  Dorothy “Dot” Sexton.

Dorothy “Dot” Sexton
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In Loving Memory

Obituaries must come from a funeral home to be in the newspaper.

Joshua Roy Shelton
December 1, 1989 – December 

16, 2025

Joshua Roy Shelton, 36, of Al-
exander, North Carolina, passed 
away unexpectedly on Decem-
ber 16, 2025. Joshua was born 
on December 1, 1989 in Lenoir, 
North Carolina, Caldwell Coun-
ty.

Joshua was the son of Freder-
ick and Janine Shelton. Joshua 
was preceded in death by his 
paternal grandparents, Roy and 
Georgia Shelton; his maternal 
grandparents, Lloyd and Anne 
Blunt; his aunt, LeDema Griffith; 
and his uncles, Lloyd Blunt Jr. 
and Michael Blunt.

Joshua was known to his fam-
ily—especially to his niece and 
nephew—as “Joshie.” Though it 
was a nickname he wasn’t par-
ticularly fond of, he wore it like 
a badge of honor, a quiet reflec-
tion of the love he had for his 
family.

Josh was a hardworking, 
blue-collar man who took pride 
in working with his hands. He 
had a deep love for the outdoors 
and cherished time spent on his 
grandpa’s land in Tennessee. 
He especially enjoyed hunting 
and fishing, finding peace and 
joy in nature. He also had a 
passion for dirt bike riding and 
was an avid video gamer, often 
spending late nights gaming 
with his brother, Ryan—mem-
ories that will be forever trea-
sured.

In addition to his loving parents, 
Joshua is survived by his sister, 
Elaine Hensley (Jimmie) along 
with their children Sarah and 
Lukas, of Leicester, North Car-
olina; and brother, Ryan Shel-
ton, (Erica) of Alexander, North 
Carolina;

Joshua is also survived by his 
aunts Sandra Helton (James), 
of Oakdale, Tennessee; Tabitha 
Hamby (Dennis), of Wartburg, 
Tennessee; and Andrea Meri-
da, of Barbourville, Kentucky. 
Joshua was also deeply loved 
by a host of cousins.

Joshua will be remembered for 
his strong work ethic, his love of 
family, and the quiet loyalty he 
showed to those closest to him. 
He leaves behind a legacy of 
shared memories, laughter, and 
love that will never be forgotten.

Pallbearers will be Ryan Shel-
ton, Jimmie Hensley, Kinley 
Hamby, Kyle Ruppe, Elijah 
Ruppe, Eric Goldston, Lyndell 
Goldston, and Chad Ellege.

The visitation and funeral ser-
vice will be held at Schubert 
Funeral Home, 1318 Knoxville 
Hwy, Wartburg, TN 37887. His 
family will receive friends from 
1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. on Sun-
day, December 21, at the funer-
al home, followed by the funeral 
service, officiated by Rev. Dr. 
Keith Hutchinson, at 2:00 p.m. 
The burial will then take place 
at Camp Austin Cemetery, 1976 
Camp Austin Rd, Oakdale, TN 
37829.

Schubert Funeral Home is 
honored to serve the family 

of Joshua Roy Shelton.

Joshua Roy Shelton, 36

It is with great sadness that the 
family of Gloria Jean Redmon 
announces that she has passed 
away. Gloria Jean Redmon, age 
73 of Lancing, TN, passed away 
at Methodist Medical Center 
peacefully while surrounded 
by her family on December 23, 
2025.

She was born in Scottsbluff, NE 
on March 29, 1952 to parents 
Nicholas and Maggie Reyes. 
She worked at Wartburg Middle 
School in food service for 25 
years.

She was preceded in death by 
her parents, Nicholas and Mag-
gie Reyes; brothers: Senovio 
Reyes, Carmelo Reyes, Mar-
shall Reyes, and Jesse Reyes; 
and sisters: Kathe Reyes and 
Virginia Ojeda.

She will be lovingly remem-
bered by her husband of 43 
years, Wendell Redmon; chil-
dren: Jonathan (Meagan) Red-
mon, Christopher (Whitney) 
Redmon, and Sarah; grandchil-
dren: Gabriel Redmon, Landon 
Redmon, Coton Isham, Emery 
Redmon, Kara Redmon, Ari-
adne Martin, and Maddox Mc-
Ghee; brothers: Angel Reyes 
(Darlene Fiest) and children: 
Michael and Mario along with 
their spouses and kids; Nick 
(Bea) Reyes and children: Nik-
ki, Stephan and Patrick, along 
with their spouses and kids, 
and Jesse Reyes; sister, Victo-
ria Reyes; many nieces, neph-
ews and extended family.

The family will receive friends 
Wednesday December 31, 
2025 from 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. 
at Schubert Funeral Home in 
Wartburg with a memorial ser-
vice at 7:00.  

Schubert Funeral Home is 
honored to serve the family 

of Gloria Jean Redmon.

Gloria Jean Redmon, 73

Timothy Hall, age 53, of Wart-
burg passed away January 6, 
2026 at Methodist Medical Cen-
ter of Oak Ridge.  He was born 
May 7, 1972.

He is preceded in death by his 
parents David and Creasie Hall; 
grandparents Timberline and 
Betty Hall.

He leaves behind brother Jason 
and Penny Hall; nieces Hannah 
and Haven Hall; nephew Austin 
Hall.

Timmy loved racing, hunting, 
and fishing.  Timmy was a friend 
to everyone he was around.  He 
will be truly missed.
The family will receive friends 
Monday, January 12, 2026 at 
Schubert Funeral Home from 
5:00-7:00 p.m. with the funeral 
to follow at 7:00 p.m. with Bro. 
Dustin Bonham officiating.  Tim-
my’s wishes are to be cremated.

Schubert Funeral Home is 
honored to serve the family 

of Timothy Hall.

Timothy Hall, 53
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“Those we love don’t go away, 
they walk beside us every day... 
unseen, unheard, but always 
near, still loved, still missed and 
very dear.” – Unknown

Robert “Bobby” Hicks transi-
tioned peacefully from his home 
in Sunbright, TN to his Heav-
enly home with his Lord Sav-
iour on Monday December 22, 
2025.  Bobby was born on May 
30, 1964, to Wilford and Ettie Jo 
Hicks of Sunbright.

Bobby was very talented and 
loved by his co-workers. Bobby’s 
careers ranged from building un-
derground tunnels to operating 
heavy equipment in radioactive 
areas. One of his most recent 
adventures was Grey Beards 
Lawn care, where he partnered 
with his close friend Dave Hall. 
Bobby worked long hours and 
yet he had time for his family 
and community.

Bobby was well known for his 
coaching abilities at Sunbright 
High School where he gradu-
ated in 1983. He  assisted the 
coaching staff at Sunbright High 
School where he impacted many 
young lives on and off the field.

Bobby is survived by his four 
beautiful children (of whom he 
was extremely proud), Johna-
than Hicks, Dustin and Wife 

Madison Hicks, Daughter Halee 
Hicks and Fiancé Zack and 
Daughter Natalie Diaz.

Bobby is further survived by 
his Mother- Ettie Jo Hicks, His 
Brother-James and wife Lynn 
Hicks of Georgia, Sister- Lisa 
and Husband Chris Russell, 
Nieces- Autumn, Mariah & Hol-
lyann Russell, Nephews- Brian 
and wife Ashley Bledsoe, Aaron 
Moore and Amber along with a 
host of great nieces, nephews, 
uncles, and cousins. 

Bobby is preceded in death by 
his Father Wilford Hicks. Aunts 
Eva England, Dorine Devaney 
and Doris Lawson and Uncle’s 
Billy Hicks, Jim Devaney.

The family will receive friends 
Tuesday, December 30, 2025 
at Schubert Funeral Home from 

5:00-8:00 p.m.  Funeral ser-
vices will be Wednesday at 
11:00 a.m. at Schubert Funeral 
Home with Bro. Charles Webb 
officiating.  Interment will follow 
in Neal’s Cemetery. 

Pall Bearers- Dustin Hicks, 
Johnathan Hicks, Evan En-
gland, Jessie England, Dave 
Hall, Chris Russell. 

Schubert Funeral Home is 
honored to serve the family 

of Robert “Bob” Hicks.

Robert “Bobby” Hicks, 61

In Loving Memory

Mary Lou Daugherty Lindsay, 
age 78, of Oakdale passed 
away on Friday, December 26, 
2025.

She is preceded in death by 
her husband, Jack C. Lindsay, 
parents Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth 
Daugherty, brothers Dennis 
Ray and Kenneth Daugherty 
Jr., grandmothers Rose Wal-
lace and Louvernia Carroll, and 
aunt Sally Basler.

Survivors include her children: 
Deanna Rose “Gidgett” Daugh-
erty, Rita Lynn Lindsay Huff-
stetler and husband Wayne, 
and Johnny “Goose” Lindsay 
and wife Dee Ann. Grandchil-
dren: Kiara Elkins, Leslie Lively 
and husband Everett, Victoria 
Ochoa, and Michael Lindsay 

and wife Maddie. Great-grand-
children: Wyatt, Waylon and 
Walker Campbell, Case Ochoa, 
and Maverick Lindsay. Sisters: 
Kathryn Daugherty, Phyllis 
White and husband Connie, 
and Karen Daugherty. Best 
friends since birth Terry and 
Teddy Basler.

Also, a special place in Mary’s 
heart goes to Paula, Sonya, 
Marilyn and everyone with the 
Quality Family.

In lieu of flowers, please make 
donations to Smile Train at smi-
letrain.org and/or St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital at st-
jude.org.

The family will receive friends 
Monday, January 5, 2026 at 
Schubert Funeral Home from 
10:00-11:00 a.m. with the fu-
neral to follow at 11:00 a.m.  In-
terment will follow in the Family 
Cemetery.

Schubert Funeral Home is 
honored to serve the family of 
Mary Lou Daugherty Lindsay.

Mary Lou Daugherty Lindsay, 78

Van Howard (Hooney) Walls, 
age 90, of Harriman, TN passed 
away peacefully on January 
12, 2026 at UT Medical Cen-
ter.  He was a Christian and 
member of South Harriman 
Baptist Church.  He graduated 
from Central High of Wartburg 
and Tri-City Barber College of 
Knoxville.  He was a Barber at 
O.K. Barber Shop until his re-
tirement in 1998.  He served 
his country in the Army 1956-
1958.

He is preceded in death by 
his parents Clifton and Maude 
Walls; daughter Carmen Yeti-
eve Walls; brothers J.D., Ralph, 
Joe, Rex, Frank, Wayne, and 
Paul (Tuffy); brothers-in-law 
Don Kittrell and Len McMahan.

He is survived by his wife of 69 
years Margaret (Maggie) Bra-
sel Walls; son Daniel Howard 
Walls (Tanya); granddaughter 
Lauren Michelle Walls; broth-
ers Clayton Walls (Beverly) 
and Steve Walls; sisters Kath-
erine Walls Kittrell and Thelma 
Nancy Walls McMahan and nu-
merous nieces and nephews.

The family will have a grave-
side service Wednesday, Jan-
uary 14, 2026 at 1:30 p.m. at 
Liberty Baptist Church Ceme-
tery with Bro. Sam Leslie offici-
ating with Military Honors.

In lieu of flowers, memori-
al contributions can be made 
to South Harriman Baptist 
Church or St. Judes Children’s 
Hospital.

Schubert Funeral Home 
is honored to serve the family 
of Van Howard Hooney Walls.

Van Howard (Hooney) Walls, 90
United States Army Veteran
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In Loving Memory

Randy Arthur Gibson, age 58 
of Deer Lodge passed away on 
January 2, 2026, at the Method-
ist Medical Center in Oak Ridge 
after a short battle with cancer.

Randy was born on May 12, 
1967, in Chicago, Illinois, but 

grew up in Deer Lodge. Randy 
married the love of his life, Sher-
ry, and together they raised their 
son, Andrew. He was a cable TV 
lineman for years and then ran 
his auto repair garage in Deer 
Lodge with his dad. He loved his 
music, and he had a great sense 
of humor, loved to laugh, and 
wanted to make others laugh. 
Those that knew him were often 
the recipient of his quick wit and 
desire to make you laugh.

Randy is preceded in death by 
his mother Patricia (Patti) Gibson 
and father Henry (H.C.) Gibson; 
grandparents Arthur and Beulah 
Robinson and Chester and Ada 

Gibson; uncles Ross Branstetter 
and Jerry Robinson; and moth-
er-in-law Dean Lavender.

He is survived by his wife of 38 
years, Sherry; son Andrew and 
fiancée Bonnie Chaboudy; sister 
Debra Vertner-Brown and broth-
er-in-law Jay Brown; father-in-
law Wilfred Lavender; sister-in-
law Karen Starr (David); aunt 
Kathy Branstetter; nephews, 
great nephews/niece, and cous-
ins; and many great friends.

Randy loved his fur babies and 
to rescue those that needed a 
home so in lieu of flowers, you 
may want to donate to a pet shel-

ter or your charity of choice.

The family will receive friends 
on Monday, January 5, 2026 
from 5-7 pm Schubert Funeral 
Home, Wartburg.  Services will 
follow at 7 pm.  Graveside ser-
vices will be Tuesday, January 
6th at 11 am at the Mt. Hope 
Cemetery, Deer Lodge, TN.

Schubert Funeral Home is 
honored to serve the family 
of  Randy Authur Gibson.

Randy Arthur Gibson, 58

Ken Bonham has left the plan-
et. He exited in the early days of 
2026 in his sleep. He left a guitar 
propped against the living room 
table as well as 19 flat picks and 
three thumb picks on the side 
table (I counted them). The oth-
er 15 guitars were in cases or 
on stands in every room except 
the bathroom. He took all ten 
fingers and his unequaled talent 
with him.

Ken came into the world in 
1939, the same year that saw 
the premier of “The Wizard of 

Oz”. He followed a yellow brick 
road out of Nashville for a few 
years as a journeyman guitarist 
for a number of country music 
singers. He rode countless miles 
in the back of a station wagon to 
make music in a hundred Em-
erald cities across the US. He 
came back with fifty dollars. But 
he was on the Grand Ole Opry!

He left the rarified world of coun-
try music entertainment for a 
more domestic life with a wife, 
two kids, a couple of Heinz 57 
dogs named Flop and Brutus 
and a small brick house in an 
East Tennessee mill town. But 
he always played music. He re-
mained a musician’s musician. 
He leaves us while the “Wizard 
of Oz” enjoys a rebirth in the 
cinema, and we like to think his 
second act is onstage now as 
well. He played his final gig here 
a couple of weeks before mov-
ing on.

He leaves a big hole in a lot of 
lives and an empty spot on the 
bandstand. He leaves a lot of 
memories and funny stories from 
the perspective of the world’s 
most lovable smart-ass.

He had 10 siblings and a grand-
child who went on before him. 
Two children, four grandchil-
dren, two great-grandchildren 
and another on the way as well 
as a host of admiring musicians, 
friends and fans who will sore-
ly miss his dry wit, big heart and 
peerless guitar skills.

He will be remembered and cel-
ebrated at Ciderville Music Store 
on Clinton Highway in Powell, 
Tennessee on January 17 from 
noon until everyone has had a 
good time. Bring an instrument 
if you’d like to play or sing. Bring 
stories and memories to share. 
Tears are optional but the goal 
is to remember the joy of a life 
well lived.

Ken would surely like you to 
skip the flowers and support lo-
cal music and local musicians…
except banjo players.

The family will have a Ken Bon-
ham Celebration of Life “Ken-
fest”, on Saturday, January 17, 
2026 from 12 to 3 pm ish at 
the Ciderville Music Barn 2836 
Clinton Hwy, Powell, TN 37849.

RSVP: appreciated but not re-
quired: 336-971-2997.

Please check back for the full 
obituary.

Schubert Funeral Home is 
honored to serve the family 

of Ken Bonham.

Ken Bonham

Joey Allen Wright
“Big Joe”

September 1, 1965 – 
January 5, 2026 

Joey went to his heavenly home 
on January 5, 2026.

He is preceded in death by his 
son Joey Michael Wright; par-

ents John and Gladys Wright; 
sister Gail Lawson and Jerry 
“Pacos” Lively.

He leaves behind his wife and 
best friend of 43 years Gail Trun-
zo Wright; son Jimmy Wright & 
Sarah; grandchildren Stevie, Lu-
cas, Tyson, Oliver, and Bonnie 
Gail Wright, London and James 
Wright, Emma and Sawyer 
Howard; daughter-in-law Megan 
Crabtree: sister and brother-in-
law Nikkie and Ken Paprocki; 
sister-in-law Nicole Trunzo and 
a host of nieces, nephews, to 
many to name specifically but 
loved individually.

Joey was many things, a won-
derful loving husband, and fa-
ther.  The best “Pappy” around.  

His passion and career was 
HVAC, which he passed down 
to both his sons helping shape 
their careers.

His life has been dedicated to 
his family spending many week-
ends and holidays celebrating 
at the river.  Sledding on Gobey 
with his boys and grandkids.  
There wasn’t a day he didn’t 
spend with at least one of the 
grandchildren. His whole heart 
was his family.
The family will receive friends 
Saturday, January 10, 2026 at 
Schubert Funeral Home from 
11:00-12:00 p.m. with Bro. Chris 
Bumbalough officiating.  Inter-
ment will follow in the Choate 
Cemetery in Jamestown.

Schubert Funeral Home is 
honored to serve the family 

of Joey Allen Wright.

Joey Allen Wright “Big Joe,” 61
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In Loving Memory

Emberly Ann Jean Nation, age 
13, went home to be with the 
Lord January 13, 2026.  She 
was born April 30, 2012.

She is survived by her parents 
Amber and Junior Nation; 2 
siblings Shaylen and Kingsley 
Nation; maternal grandparents 
Lora and Lewis Seeber; great 
grandmother Evelyn Seeber; 
paternal grandparents Char-
lotte and Kevin Harting, Michael 
Dunn and Frank Nation; uncle 

Travis Seeber and Steven Stew-
art; aunts Sary Turnbill, Shon-
nia, Amy and Katie and a host of 
aunts and uncles.

She is preceded in death by her 
maternal great grandparents 
Rulie and Ellen Carroll, and Ves-
tal Seeber; great paternal grand-
parents Gerwayne and Wilma 
Forythe and Ruth Nation; uncles 
and aunts Vestal Lynn Seeber, 
Janice Lisenbee, and Larry Car-
roll.

Emberly came into the world 
fighting at 24 weeks, weighing 1 
lb and 8 oz.  She fought many 
health battles through her young 
life, but always with a smile on 
her face and God by her side.  
She had a smile that would melt 
anyone.  She enjoyed her car-
toons, anything pink, bright, and 
unicorn related.  Her time here 
on earth has been surrounded 

by ones who loved her more 
than anything and only knew 
love in this world.

Her time here on earth has been 
short but has enriched every-
one who has had the privilege to 
have known her and loved her 
deeply.

A great appreciation for all the 
wonderful doctors, nurses, care-
givers, and EMT’s that have 
been there for her throughout 
her thirteen years of life.

The family will receive friends 
Saturday, January 17, 2026 at 
Schubert Funeral Home from 
5:00-7:00 p.m. with the funeral 
to follow at 7:00 p.m. with Bro. 
Roger Burchfield, and Bro. Tim 
Ward officiating.

The family ask instead of flow-
ers, contribution be made to 

Schubert Funeral Home to help 
with funeral expenses.

Schubert Funeral Home is 
honored to serve the family 

of Emberly Ann Jean Nation.

Emberly Ann Jean Nation, 13

Charline (Swint) Gregg, age 90, 
of Lancing, TN, passed away 
Thursday, January 15, 2026, at 
Hancock Regional Hospital. She 
was born in Gobey, TN on June 
7, 1935, to Archie and Gertrude 
(Hall) Swint. Charline graduat-
ed from Warburg High School 
in 1954. She married Arlie A. 
Gregg on January 22, 1954, in 
Clinton, Tennessee.

Charline worked for Western 
Electric in Central Packing for 
twenty-five years before retir-
ing in 1986. She was a mem-
ber of Elizabeth Baptist Church 

in Lancing, TN. Along with being 
a wonderful sister, wife, moth-
er, and grandmother, Charline 
loved her children, family, and 
everyone she met. Charline 
and her husband were entre-
preneurs owning and operating 
Gregg’s Fashions in Greenfield 
and Franklin Indiana, all while 
working full-time until retirement 
from Western Electric in India-
napolis.

While growing up in the moun-
tains of middle Tennessee 
Charline was a faithful member 
of Elizabeth Batist Church in 
Lancing Tennessee, went and 
graduated from Wartburg High 
School, where she was active as 
a cheerleader.

After retirement Charline and 
Arlie returned to Tennessee to 
spend her retirement years back 
in the mountains with her broth-
ers, sisters, parents and church.

She is survived by her husband, 
Arlie A. Gregg; children, Gary L. 
(Lydia) Gregg, Bryan K. (Rhon-
da) Gregg, and Jeffrey A. (Ta-
mara Robbins) Gregg; seven 
grandchildren; ten great-grand-
children; and siblings, Francine 
Jones, Jack (Donna) Swint, 
Judy Griffith, Lilla (Charlie) Set-
tles, Loris Hamby, Mary Davis, 
and Tom (Vicki) Swint. She was 
preceded in death by her par-
ents, Archie and Gertrude Swint; 
brothers, Archie Lee Swint, 
Wendel Swint, and Lynn Swint; 
sister, Ruby Hamby; brothers-
in-law, Arnold Hamby, John A. 
Johns, Lawrence Griffith, and 
Jerry Hamby; daughter-in-law, 
Diana L. Gregg; and grandson, 
Cody A. Gregg.

Visitation will be held on Mon-
day, January 19, 2026, from 4:00 
p.m. until 6:00 p.m. at Erlewein 
Mortuary & Crematory, 1484 
W. US Hwy. 40, Greenfield, IN 
46140.

Visitation will be held on Thurs-
day, January 22, 2026, from 
12:00 p.m. until 2:00 p.m. at 
Schubert Funeral Home, 1318 
Knoxville Hwy, Wartburg, TN 
37887. A funeral service will be 
held immediately following the 
visitation at 2:00 p.m. with Bro. 
Buster Armes officiating.  Burial 
will follow at Elizabeth Baptist 
Church Cemetery in Lancing, 
Tennessee.

Schubert Funeral Home is 
honored to serve the family 
of Charline (Swint) Gregg.

Charline (Swint) Gregg, 90
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In Loving Memory

Born on March 2nd, 1942, Judy 
Kaye Simpson passed away 
January 8, 2026 peacefully at 
home surrounded by family.

To know Judy was to love her.  
She was the heart of her fam-
ily, a beacon of kindness and 
warmth. She was a devoted 
wife to Granville Simpson for 
many cherished years and a 
beloved mother, grandmother, 
great grandmother, and friend.

Judy was known for her un-
wavering faith in Jesus Christ, 
which brought comfort and 
consolation to all who knew 

her. She was Granny to every-
one, and she had a unique gift 
for making everyone feel loved 
and valued.  Her home was truly 
a place of solace, especially for 
her grandchildren.

Family was at the center of Ju-
dy’s world, and she found im-
mense joy in gatherings and mo-
ments shared with loved ones. 
Her kindness, generosity, and 
the joy she brought to everyone 
around her will always be re-
membered.

Judy was proceeded in death by 
husband Granville Simpson and 
infant  daughter Angela June; 
parents Paul and Ella Lloyd; sis-
ters and their spouses Ruth and 
Jim Carender, Myrtle and Gene 
Terry, Pauline and Bertis Neal, 
Barbara and Roger Beu, Patsy 
and James Shelton, Brenda and 
Jim Evans; brothers James Ed-
ward (Jeb) and wife June Lloyd, 
Franklin Don Lloyd, and Doug 
Lloyd; nieces Chris McKinney,  

Libby Neal; nephews JB Neal, 
Sonny Carender, great nephews 
Jordan Carender, Charles Lloyd; 
Father and mother-in-law James 
and Lena Simpson;  Sisters and 
brothers in law Blannie, Tommy, 
Ruble, and Donna Simpson, 
Nick and Edra Simpson, Carol 
and Arnold Sheppard, Joyce and 
Gordon Pemberton; nephews 
Nicholas Simpson and Richard 
Simpson and niece Sheila Flem-
ing.

She is survived by her daughter 
Patti and husband Will Gouge, 
daughter Tamra and husband 
Kevin Raymond Duncan and 
son Kevin and wife Tina Simp-
son; Grandchildren: Jessica 
Davidson, Paul Gouge (Casie), 
Jake Simpson (Sarah), Kaity 
Beth McCarter (Phillip), Jasmine 
Lowe, Dalton Simpson (Angel), 
and Luke Gouge; Great grand-
children: Jaxon, Jobey and Ace 
Davidson, Kendyl and Kaylea 
Gouge, Lorelei and Willa Simp-
son, Salem McCarter, Zander 

Lowe, Obediah, Ezekiel and 
Rainleigh Joy Simpson;  Pre-
cious sister Terrie Morgan (she 
and daughter Ginger truly were 
our angels on earth)and hus-
band James;  Sisters in law 
Agnes Lloyd, Becky Lloyd, and 
Ruth Simpson; and a multitude 
of nieces and nephews
Judy’s legacy of love and com-
passion will continue to live on 
in the hearts of all who had the 
pleasure and honor to know her.

The family will receive friends 
Tuesday, January 13, 2026 at 
Schubert Funeral Home from 
11:00-1:00 p.m. with the funeral 
to follow at 1:00 p.m. with Bro. 
Will Gouge officiating.  Inter-
ment will follow in the Morgan 
Memorial Gardens in Wartburg.

Judy Kaye Simpson, 81

Lettie “Lorine” Anderson of 
Coalfield passed away peace-
fully, in her home surrounded 
by her husband, sons and her 
brother.

Lorine had resigned from Y-12 
Federal Credit Union upon her 
diagnosis where she made 
many family-like-friends and 

was an active member of Caney 
Branch Baptist Church. She 
loved her family and church 
family fiercely. Lorine was diag-
nosed with Stage 4-Pancreatic 
Cancer 3 years ago and went 
to battle without losing her pre-
cious smile, willingness to lend 
a hand, and most importantly, 
without losing or questioning her 
faith. Her diagnosis did not win 
but she has won, the ultimate 
gift of being healed with a new 
body with her Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ.

She was preceded in death by 
parents Robert and Mae (West) 
Carroll, Brother Michael Car-
roll, and Sister Carolyn Carroll, 
Nephew Devin Allen and Great 
Niece Alexis Allen.

Lorine is survived by her hus-
band of 34 years, Rodney Ander-
son; sons, Darren (Samantha) 
Anderson and Isaiah Anderson; 
grandchildren: Madilyn, Mack-
enzie, and MaKenna Anderson; 
brother Richard (Hazel) Carroll; 
sisters-in-law: Michelle (Billy) 
Young, Kim (Tom) Borders, Darla 
Earls, and Brother-in-law Robert 
Anderson; along with a host of 
nieces and nephews whom she 
loved dearly.

The family would like to thank 
her wonderful support systems, 
Niece/In-Home nurse Katie 
Carroll who worked tirelessly 
throughout her battle advocat-
ing for the better good of Lorine, 
Dr. Repine at Thompson On-
cology, staff, and friend/nurse 

Natalie Garcia, Sarah Cannon 
Research Hospital, as well as 
Amedysis Hospice for their 
dedication and commitment to 
her health and comfort.

The family will receive friends 
Monday January 19, 2026 at 
Schubert Funeral Home in Wart-
burg from 5:00 – 7:00 p.m., with 
the funeral to immediately follow 
at 7:00, Bro. James Briggs offi-
ciating. The graveside service 
will be on Thursday January 22 
at 11:00 at Anderson Memorial 
Gardens in Clinton, TN.

Schubert Funeral Home is 
honored to serve the family 
of Lettie “Lorine” Anderson.

	 Lettie “Lorine” Anderson

Buffie Price McKeehan, of 
Petros passed away January 
7, 2026 at her home.

She is preceded in death by her 
grandparents James and Helen 
Price; parents C.B. Barbara Phil-
lips mother and father-in-law Mur-
ray and Ann McKeehan.

She is survived by her children 
Kimberly and Adam Terry, Eric and 

Shannon Crabtree, Miranda McKeehan and Derrick Nolan; grand-
children Naomi Davis, Jase and Jayden Terry, Bentley and Zylas 
Crabtree, and Cameron and Devon Nolan.

The family will receive friends Monday, January 12, 2026 at 
Schubert Funeral Home from 12:00-2:00 p.m. with the funeral to 
follow at 2:00 p.m.  Interment will follow in the Petros Cemetery.

Schubert Funeral Home is 
honored to serve the family 
of Buffie Price McKeehan.

Buffie Price McKeehan
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PRICES INCLUDE $699 PROCESSING FEE. CUSTOMER PAYS TAX, TITLE, & LICENSE. VEHICLES ARE PRE-OWNED. SOME PICTURES MAY BE STOCK.

CROSSTOUR EX-L, LEATHER, #R7432B
10 HONDA ACCORD

Was: $11,887

Best Price: $6,887Best Price: $6,887

REAR VIEW CAMERA, #R7705B
21 NISSAN VERSA S

Was: $17,577

Best Price: $12,677Best Price: $12,677

3RD ROW SEATING, #R7503B
16 HONDA ODYSSEY EX-L

Was: $20,777

Best Price: $15,777Best Price: $15,777

REMOTE START, #N048257B
21 NISSAN ALTIMA SR

Was: $22,955

Best Price: $17,955Best Price: $17,955

SUNROOF, LEATHER #R7621B
24 NISSAN SENTRA SV

Was: $23,699

Best Price: $18,699Best Price: $18,699

3RD ROW SEATING, #R7139B
20 NISSAN PATHFINDER S

Was: $24,688

Best Price: $19,688Best Price: $19,688

TURBO CHARGED ENGINE #D7840A
22 NISSAN ALTIMA 2.0 SR

Was: $26,799

Best Price: $21,799Best Price: $21,799

4WD, NAVIGATION #R7773A
23 NISSAN ROGUE PLATINUM

Was: $31,772

Best Price: $26,772Best Price: $26,772

3RD ROW SEATING #N047949A
23 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER L

Was: $34,337

Best Price: $29,337Best Price: $29,337

LAREDO, 4WD, #R7020A
15 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

Was: $14,777

Best Price: $9,777Best Price: $9,777

BACKUP CAMERA, #R7760A
22 NISSAN KICKS S

Was: $17,774

Best Price: $12,774Best Price: $12,774

BACKUP CAMERA, #R7438A
21 NISSAN SENTRA SV

Was: $20,992

Best Price: $15,992Best Price: $15,992

CERTIFIED, 17,498 MI., #R7322A
24 NISSAN KICKS SV

Was: $22,997

Best Price: $17,997Best Price: $17,997

NAVIGATION, BLUETOOTH #R7580A
23 KIA SPORTAGE EX

Was: $26,488

Best Price: $21,488Best Price: $21,488

BLIND SPOT MONITOR #N326404A
25 NISSAN KICKS SV

Was: $26,933

Best Price: $21,933Best Price: $21,933

4WD, NAVIGATION #N604207A
18 CHEVROLET SILVERADO LTZ

Was: $31,993

Best Price: $26,993Best Price: $26,993

3RD ROW SEATING #N394402A
24 KIA CARNIVAL LX

Was: $34,774

Best Price: $29,774Best Price: $29,774

LOW MILES, #R7523B
12 NISSAN ALTIMA 2.5 S

Was: $14,884

Best Price: $9,884Best Price: $9,884

SUNROOF, 147K, #R7762A
14 TOYOTA SIENNA *3RD ROW*

Was: $17,777

Best Price: $12,777Best Price: $12,777

4WD, 6CYL, #R7376A
14 JEEP WRANGLER SPORT

Was: $20,557

Best Price: $15,557Best Price: $15,557

37,891 MI., BLUETOOTH #R7739B
24 NISSAN SENTRA SV

Was: $23,433

Best Price: $18,433Best Price: $18,433

ONLY 53,267 MILES, #R7387A
17 NISSAN VERSA S

Was: $14,955

Best Price: $9,955Best Price: $9,955

CRUISE CONTROL #N391469B
19 NISSAN ALTIMA 2.5 S

Was: $18,799

Best Price: $13,799Best Price: $13,799

NAVIGATION, SUNROOF #R7226A
20 CHEVROLET EQUINOX LT

Was: $23,399

Best Price: $18,477Best Price: $18,477

4WD, TOW PKG., #R7573A
15 FORD F-150 XLT

Was: $25,288

Best Price: $20,288Best Price: $20,288

4WD, BACKUP CAM., #R7759A
19 HONDA HR-V LX

Was: $24,855

Best Price: $19,855Best Price: $19,855

4WD, ALLOY WHEELS #D7836A
23 NISSAN MURANO SV

Was: $32,655

Best Price: $27,655Best Price: $27,655

3RD ROW SEATING #N853922B
22 KIA TELLURIDE EX

Was: $36,883

Best Price: $31,883Best Price: $31,883

ALTITUDE, 4WD #R7696B
26 JEEP COMPASS LATITUDE

Was: $34,777

Best Price: $29,777Best Price: $29,777

TOURING, 51K MILES, #R7530D
07 CHRYSLER TOWN & COUNTRY

Was: $15,997

Best Price: $10,997Best Price: $10,997

SAHARA, 4WD #R7319A
09 JEEP WRANGLER UNLIMITED

Was: $18,882

Best Price: $13,882Best Price: $13,882

SUNROOF, LEATHER, #D7825M
20 KIA SPORTAGE S

Was: $20,772

Best Price: $15,772Best Price: $15,772

SUNROOF, BACKUP CAM., #R7737A
24 NISSAN SENTRA SR

Was: $26,566

Best Price: $21,566Best Price: $21,566

NAVIGATION, SUNROOF #N512385A
21 NISSAN MAXIMA PLATINUM

Was: $33,774

Best Price: $28,774Best Price: $28,774

4WD, NAVIGATION #R7740A
22 NISSAN FRONTIER PRO-4X

Was: $37,338

Best Price: $32,338Best Price: $32,338

4X4, REMOTE START, V6, #R7522B
15 JEEP WRANGLER SAHARA

Was: $19,522

Best Price: $14,552Best Price: $14,552

SUNROOF, 34MPG, LTHR, #R7684A
15 HONDA CR-V TOURING EDT

Was: $20,277

Best Price: $15,277Best Price: $15,277

40MPG!! IN-CAR WIFI, #N009714M
21 TOYOTA COROLLA SE

Was: $20,663

Best Price: $15,663Best Price: $15,663

28K, IN-CAR WIFI, 35MPG, #N606998B
23 TOYOTA COROLLA XSE

Was: $29,277

Best Price: $24,277Best Price: $24,277

14,693 MI #R7094A
23 DODGE CHARGER SXT

Was: $28,992

Best Price: $23,992Best Price: $23,992

HTD LTHR, REMOTE START, #R7742A
24 SUBARU CROSSTREK LTD

Was: $30,777

Best Price: $25,777Best Price: $25,777

24K, NAVIGATION, #R7541A
22 TOYOTA CAMRY XLE HYBRID

Was: $32,555

Best Price: $27,555Best Price: $27,555

8,912 MI, 40MPG, HTD SEATS, #R7247A
24 NISSAN SENTRA SV

Was: $25,877

Best Price: $20,877Best Price: $20,877

SUNROOF, REMOTE START, #N518824B
21 NISSAN ROGUE SV

Was: $25,377

Best Price: $20,377Best Price: $20,377

WILDERNESS, AWD #R7347B
22 SUBARU OUTBACK

Was: $26,577

Best Price: $21,577Best Price: $21,577

37MPG, REMOTE START, #R7536A
22 NISSAN ALTIMA 2.5 SV

Was: $24,377

Best Price: $19,377Best Price: $19,377

31K MI, SUNROOF #R7211A
23 NISSAN SENTRA SV

Was: $24,772

Best Price: $19,772Best Price: $19,772

REAR V. CAM. #NA53908A
24 FORD ESCAPE ACTIVE

Was: $24,555

Best Price: $19,555Best Price: $19,555

AWD #N444884A
21 NISSAN ROGUE SPORT S

Was: $23,977

Best Price: $18,977Best Price: $18,977

BACKUP CAMERA, #R7235A
21 NISSAN KICKS SV

Was: $23,899

Best Price: $18,899Best Price: $18,899

BACKUP CAMERA, #R7499A
23 NISSAN KICKS SV

Was: $23,488

Best Price: $18,488Best Price: $18,488

NAVIGATION, #R7566A
20 NISSAN ROGUE SV

Was: $22,877

Best Price: $17,887Best Price: $17,887

16K MILES #N382162A
24 NISSAN SENTRA S

Was: $22,555

Best Price: $17,555Best Price: $17,555

75K MILES #N344555A
23 NISSAN ALTIMA 2.5 SV

Was: $20,977

Best Price: $15,977Best Price: $15,977

NAVIGATION #R7601A
22 HYUNDAI SANTA CRUZ SEL

Was: $26,577

Best Price: $21,577Best Price: $21,577

865.687.6111865.687.6111
4500 CLINTON HWY KNOXVILLE | WWW.RUSTYWALLACENISSAN.COM  4500 CLINTON HWY KNOXVILLE | WWW.RUSTYWALLACENISSAN.COM  
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Historically Speaking
Meet Kenneth D. Nichols, 
the Father of Oak Ridge - The 
Atomic Energy Commission 
(1953-1955)
By Ray Smith - Oak Ridge City Historian

	 Barbara Scollin, grandniece of Major 
General Kenneth D. Nichols, continues her series 
on his life.
***
	 Ample reasons, most notably leadership 
skills, personality traits and qualifications, led 
to choosing General (then Colonel) Kenneth 
D. Nichols as Deputy 
District Engineer and 
subsequently as Dis-
trict Engineer of the 
Manhattan Engineer 
District (MED). The 
responsibility of his 
position during World 
War II was massive as 
he oversaw a work-
force of both military 
and civilian person-
nel of approximately 
125,000.
	 His Oak Ridge 
office became the cen-
ter of wartime atomic 
energy activities. He 
also was responsible for 
internal security opera-
tions in the production facilities that helped keep 
the development of the atomic bomb secret.
	 Following the war, Nichols kept close 
watch over the MED’s production facilities as 
well as atomic weapon stockpiles until handing 
over responsibility to the Atomic Energy Com-
mission (AEC). In New York, assisting the Amer-
ican representative to the U.N. Atomic Energy 
Commission, Nichols made numerous presenta-
tions to UN delegates on certain treaty provisions 
that were very successful in gaining support for 
international control of atomic energy. 
	 Ordered back to Washington, D.C., Ma-
jor General Nichols was key in developing doc-
trine with the Pentagon and the U.S. Congress 
for the use of atomic and hydrogen weapons to 
protect our nation and allies. Serving as Chief 
of the Armed Forces Special Weapons Project 
(AFSWP), Deputy Director of Guided Missiles, 
and other key positions, General Nichols played 
a major role in the development of missiles for 
delivery of nuclear weapons and what is today 
called anti-ballistic missile (ABM) defense. 
	 Serving as General Manager of the Atom-
ic Energy Commission 1953-1955, Nichols re-
mained a fierce advocate of peacetime develop-
ment of atomic power to meet and exceed our 
nation’s growing energy needs. He assisted with 
the Atoms for Peace project and helped formulate 
the Atomic Energy Act of 1954.
	 In this twenty-seventh installment of sev-
eral articles covering the life and accomplish-
ments of Kenneth D. Nichols, we learn of his re-
tirement from the US Army and new assignment 
with the Atomic Energy Committee (AEC).
	 Before updating General Dwight D. Ei-
senhower, Commander of SHAPE (Supreme 
Headquarters Allied Powers Europe), in March 
1952 in Paris, Maj General Kenneth D. Nichols 
extensively prepared for his scheduled 20-minute 
meeting. But Eisenhower (the Republican can-
didate running for the office of President of the 
United States), watching the New Hampshire pri-
mary elections, insisted Nichols spend the whole 

day with him to answer various questions on 
atomic weapons and guided missiles. 
	 After the election, Departing Secretary of 
the Army Frank Pace, Jr. requested Nichols write 
his personal views (in three hours!) on the “Po-
litical and Military Implications of the Hydrogen 
Bomb”; the memo was read by the Secretary, the 
AEC and the Joint Chiefs of Staff as it provided 
a cohesive statement on the role of atomic weap-
ons as a deterrence for war. Soon, Nichols would 
learn this deterrence statement almost mirrored 
President-Elect Eisenhower’s views.
	 After his election, Eisenhower let it be 
known that atomic weapons were on the table, 
leading to an armistice truce with Korea signed on 
July 27, 1953. Nichols recalled, “Eisenhower had 
demonstrated that the threat to use atomic weap-

ons, made by a president of the United States, 
with credibility and under the right circumstanc-
es, could stop a war, even though it might not 
gain a true peace. Apparently, the Chinese, the 
USSR, and the Korean Communists believed it. 
Credibility undoubtedly is a major factor making 
any such threat effective.”
	 Eisenhower was about to make additional 
dramatic changes impacting many lives, includ-
ing Nichols’. Eisenhower appointed Rear Ad-
miral Lewis Strauss as Chairman and Kenneth 
D. Nichols as General Manager of the AEC. To 
accept the AEC (civilian) position, Nichols was 
required to resign or retire from the US Army and 
forfeit all Army retirement pay while working for 
the AEC.
	 Nichols discussed with General Matthew 
B. Ridgway his preference to remain in the Army; 
he would not volunteer for the AEC position. Do-
ing as told by President Eisenhower, however, 
Nichols submitted, “As a matter of urgency… 
Retirement is requested on the basis that the high-
er authority has determined that my services will 
be of more value to the United States if I accept 
the position of general manager of the Atomic 
Energy Commission than if I remain on active 
duty in the Army. …”  After twenty-four years’ 
service, his military retirement as a major gen-
eral, effective October 31, 1953, at age 46, was 
with “considerable regret.”
	 General Manager Nichols was warmly 
welcomed to the AEC by the Commissioners and 
Joint Congressional Committee members. Stacks 
of letters of congratulation from around the world 
were received. None were more welcome than 
letters from Manhattan Project associates. Here 
are a few of note:  
	 Richard Burritt (formerly of Tennessee 
Eastman in the Y-12 facility) wrote, “…never 
did I hear any official or other individual speak 
of Col. Nichols except with respect and often 
some measure of affection. This is little short of 
miraculous. …When you were appointed to your 
present position as general manager, as a citizen, 

I breathed a sigh of relief.”
	 Waldo E. Cohn (Chicago & Oak Ridge 
MetLab Biochemist; Oak Ridge Symphony’s 
Conductor and Town Council Chairman) wrote, 
“Quite a few of the Project old-timers who are 
still in Oak Ridge were quite happy over the an-
nouncement that another old-timer --yourself-- 
was to become the general manager of the AEC. 
We felt that you, who helped get both the town 
and the work started, would be keenly aware of 
the many problems which affect this area of the 
AEC and of how best to deal with them. 
	 “Our anticipation was heightened by the 
article in C&E [Chemical & Engineering] News 
last week (although the picture didn’t look like 
the ‘Col.’ Nichols we knew in 1945-6!), and par-
ticularly the quotation in which you define your 	

new job as not policy-making but the translation 
of policy into action. That word, ‘action,’ is the 
keynote to our feeling, for if there is one thing 
the AEC needs and needs badly it is action. If you 
can supply it and get the machinery moving, you 
will indeed justify our reaction to your appoint-
ment.”  
	 Cohn then proceeded to provide “red 
tape” examples. Nichols responded with appreci-
ation for Cohn’s letter and said he read his com-
ments “with a great deal of interest.”
	 Norman Hilberry (Physicist and Arthur H. 
Compton’s right-hand man at the Chicago Met-
Lab) wrote on Thanksgiving Day, 1953, “Dear 
‘Col. Nick’: … When I heard the news over the 
phone, I let out a yell that was heard all over our 
building. It was a pure reflex cheer for me and 
for all the rest of us who have worked with you 
before and are still trying to plough ahead with 
the job. I think we all feel like railroaders whose 
company – due to financial reorganization – had 
been run by a president who was a financial ge-
nius but whose knowledge of railroading was 
confined to knowing how to press the pushbutton 
in a compartment to call the porter. 
	 “When, in the fullness of time, the pres-
idency reverts to an old time railroader again 
there’s jubilation all along the line. Even if things 
don’t get better they can be accepted because ev-
eryone knows that the man at the top knows what 
it takes to get an engine out of the roundhouse, 
the train made up and rolling. If “silly” things 
have to be done they must represent a real need 
because the big boss knows what it takes to run a 
train over the road.
	 “Those of us who have worked with you 
before know that for vision of what the future can 
be and for knowledge and understanding of what 
it takes to achieve the goal and for the courage 
and tenacity and managerial skill required to im-
plement the approach, no one is better qualified 
– I doubt if anyone is nearly as well qualified - as 
Kenneth D. Nichols.
		               - Continued on Page 17

Atomic Energy Commission Meeting, Santa Fe Operations (SFO). L>R: (Seated) D.J. Leehey, SFO; General Manager K.D. Nichols, 
AEC; P. F. Foster,  AEC; Brig. Gen. K.E. Fields, AEC. (Standing-all SFO) R.G. Elliot; H.B. Fry; C.C. King; P.W. Ager; R.P. Johnson; 

D.F. Worth, Jr.; G.P. Kraker.  January 1955,  Albuquerque, NM. (Courtesy National Museum of Nuclear Science & History)
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Historically Speaking
Meet Kenneth D. Nichols, 
the Father of Oak Ridge - The 
Atomic Energy Commission 
(1953-1955)
By Ray Smith - Oak Ridge City Historian

	 “And so we welcome you back with deep 
satisfaction. The whole framework of operation 
is changed and I believe none of us expects mir-
acles. But now we can work with a feeling that 
our own big boss is one of us; that he shares our 
hopes for the future and realizes as one of us what 
it takes to achieve those hopes. In short, as far as 
the future of the Atomic Energy program is con-
cerned this is to me a day of real Thanksgiving.”
	 Nichols explained, “The General Manag-
er is responsible for getting the work done and 
proposing policy to the Commission and in turn 
to the Joint Congressional Committee [JCC].       . 
. . One of the reasons I went over there was that 
the AEC distrusted the military and the military 
distrusted the AEC.” 
	 Nichols’ objectives, agreed to prior to ac-
cepting the position, were: Develop a deliverable 
hydrogen bomb and improve fission weapons 
to meet the needs of the military. He said, “We 
were in a race with the USSR, more of a race than 
many of us realized at the time.”
	 Research and development as 
well as production of weapons was 
done by the AEC. New weapons, 
including the H-bomb, were devel-
oped by the Los Alamos and Liver-
more laboratories. The Teller-Ulam 
approach and the Greenhouse atom-
ic tests at Eniwetok convinced the 
scientists, including Dr. J. Robert 
Oppenheimer, that the H-bomb was 
feasible. In Oak Ridge in an old Y-12 
building (see 12th article), the first 
thermonuclear device small enough 
to be deliverable was exploded (Op-
eration CASTLE). 
	 Develop better relations with 
the Joint Congressional Committee. 
	 Strauss and Nichols met 
Congressman W. Sterling Cole, the 
chairman of the JCC, weekly to seek 
political advice on working with 
Congress.
	 Advance the development of 
commercial thermonuclear atomic 
power and declassify information to 
make that possible.
 	 This priority was personally 
key for Nichols agreeing to work for 
the AEC and would require changes 
to the Atomic Energy Act of 1946. 
Please see the upcoming 30th arti-
cle.Halt the constant increase in the 
number of AEC employees and re-
duce bureaucracy. 
	 Upon appointment, Nichols 
traveled to each field installation, including Oak 
Ridge, to see the status of operations and hear 
first-hand accounts of successes and problems 
occurring. A faster decision-making process was 
enacted with less paperwork. As personnel vacat-
ed positions existing personnel were re-assigned. 
In addition, Nichols coordinated efforts with the 
House Appropriations Committee Chairman to 
reduce personnel by 5% in the fiscal year 1955 
budget. Nichols eliminated New York operations 
after Oak Ridge managers agreed to absorb the 
work thereby reducing overall personnel.
	 And,
	 Select the type of reactor that would be 

most suited for demonstrating an electric atomic 
power plant. 
	 Nichols reviewed eight proposals and 
quickly determined the Rickover-Westinghouse 
pressurized water reactor developed for naval 
aircraft carriers was the best. After approval by 
the AEC, the Joint Congressional and House Ap-
propriation Committees, his negotiations with 
Duquesne Light, Bettis Laboratory and Westing-
house went smoothly. The review and approval 
took less than 24 hours which “startled Congress” 
with the speed.
	 Soon a presidential Executive Order cre-
ated another priority for Nichols.
	

Next up:  
	 The Oppenheimer Hearing, Part 1 (1953)
	 Grateful acknowledgements to K. David 
Nichols, Jr.; Ray Smith; Sandy Fye; Dr. Bianka 
J. Adams, Alisa Whitley, Douglas J. Wilson, and 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Office of His-
tory; Diane Gulley; Gerald A. Potts; and Bruce 
W. Scollin for their assistance with this article.
***
	 Thanks for this Historically Speaking 
column and series goes to Barbara Rogers Scol-
lin, grandniece of Major General Kenneth D. 
Nichols.

Major General Kenneth D. Nichols’ Retirement Parade (Courtesy K. David Nichols, Jr.)

Maj Gen Kenneth D. Nichols (Retired) received his second Distinguished Service Medal (First Oak Leaf Cluster) 
“For Exceptionally Meritorious Service in a Duty of Great Responsibility 21 Apr 1948–31 Oct 1953. In each of his 
various assignments, General Nichols met every requirement in a superb manner and repeatedly displayed broad

 professional knowledge, great tact, diplomacy, painstaking attention to detail, and unfaltering energy…”
 (Courtesy U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Office of History)
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 (Romans 3:1-8) anticipated Jewish objec-
tions: Paul frequently anticipates objections 
to his reasoning and addresses them in ad-
vance. So it is with the case here. “If, Paul, 
as you have argued, the Jews and Gentiles 
stand on an equal footing before God, where 
is the advantage in being a Jew?” The an-
swer is: “You had tremendous historical ad-
vantages. The oracles of God were entrusted 
to you.” Paul considered the Old Testament 
documents to be inspired of God. Did the 

fact that some Jews were without genuine faith nullify God’s fidelity? 
Certainly not; the Lord’s character is not altered by the failures of his 
people. The Creator remains true even if all men become liars (v. 3-4), 
just as it was written in the Old Testament (Psa. 51:4; 116:11). 
   Then, reflecting another Jewish quibble, the apostle paraphrases his 
antagonists: “If our (Jewish) unrighteousness highlights the righteous-
ness of God (by way of the contrast), would not this imply that God 
is unrighteous to punish us with wrath for doing that which actually 
benefits him?” (v. 5). Paul’s response is: “Absolutely not!” If the Lord 
is shown to be unrighteous by punishing the Jews, then by the extrap-
olation principle, he would be unable to judge even the wicked world. 
“Not even you,” he seems to say, “would argue in such an illogical 
fashion!” “On the other hand, if it is the case that God’s righteous 
credibility in punishing evil (even in his people) is acknowledged to 
be moral, why do my own people continue to condemn me as a liar 
and sinner because I rebuke their rebellion? (v. 7). Why am I falsely 
accused of teaching that men may do evil that good may abound?” The 
condemnation of Paul’s critics is entirely just! (v. 8).
   (Romans 3:9-20) the entire world under condemnation: Paul then 
asks: “Are we (Jews) better than they (the Gentiles)?” The answer is 
“No.” The charge of universal sin-guilt has already been sustained. 
“All”---the entire human family---are under the condemnation of 
sin. The apostle then cites a variety of Old Testament texts (from the 
Psalms and Isaiah) that depict both the universality and horrible nature 
of human rebellion (v. 10-18). The Old Testament itself indicts the 
Jews as sinners. Human wickedness results from the Testament itself 
indicts the Jews as sinners. Human wickedness results from the reality 
that “there is no fear of God before their eyes.” (Atheism claims there 
is no connection between belief in God and human conduct. Scripture 
disagrees and human experience reinforces divine testimony. To what-
ever extent unbelievers are good, it is not because of their philosophi-
cal system; it is in spite of it.)
   In principle, the law speaks only to those amenable to it; and when it 
speaks, it condemns, because all rational people are lawbreakers. “All 
the world” is condemned by divine law, and is subject to Heaven’s 
judgment. It thus is clear that all are under law. This includes the Jews 
who boast of their uniqueness in having a special law from God. But 
the Jew’s own law condemns him, thus his mouth is stopped (v. 19). 
Where does this leave the Jews? Lost! For no one can be justified by 
keeping the law (since no law can be kept perfectly). The law could 
only provide “the knowledge of sin”; it could not remedy it (v. 20). 
   (Romans 3:21-26) Justification defined: The apostle now begins a 
discussion of the divine remedy for the human sin problem. “Now (in 
the Christian age v. 26) God’s righteousness (his plan for accounting 
people as righteous) has been manifested.” It is not a totally new con-
cept, for it was prophetically announced in the “law and the prophets” 
of the Old Testament. It is the righteousness of God” (the divine plan 
for righteousness (1:16) that is accessible to all who desire it. But there 
are conditions: (a) It is obtainable only through faith in Christ. (b) It is 
universally available (to “all”). (c) It produces a state where the guilty 
are reckoned as “just.” (d) It cannot be earned, but is freely bestowed 
upon those willing to receive it (Jn. 1:11). (e) It is not deserved, but 
is the result of divine grace. (f) It redeems (to set free by purchase 
from sin) (1 Pet. 1:18-19). (g) The process transpires within the “in 
Christ” relationship. Romans 6:3-12 “Know ye not, that so many of 
us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? 
Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as 
Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so 
we also should walk in newness of life. For if we have been planted 
together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of 
his resurrection: Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, 
that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should 

not serve sin. For he that is dead is freed from sin. Now if we be dead 
with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him: Knowing that 
Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more 
dominion over him. For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in 
that he liveth, he liveth unto God. Likewise reckon ye also yourselves 
to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should 
obey it in the lusts thereof.”
   Galatians 3:26-29 “For ye are all the children of God by faith in 
Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ 
have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither 
bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in 
Christ Jesus. And if ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and 
heirs according to the promise.
    In the divine plan of redemption, the Father has set forth Christ to 
be a “propitiation” (v. 25; Heb. 9:5; 1 Jn. 2:2; 4:10) for sin. In the Old 
Testament the term referred to the covering for the ark of the covenant, 
upon which the blood of a sacrifice was offered for sin. Thus, Christ is 
represented as the one who, by his death, covers the condemnation and 
consequence of sin. In this gift God has shown his righteousness and 
forbearance---for the sins that appeared to have been “passed over” 
(ignored) in the Old Testament era. The access to the cleansing blood 
is “by means of faith,” or as the Greek text has it, “by means of the 
faith.” This could signify the kind of personal faith that one exercises 
in obedience to the Lord or “the faith” system, which embodies the 
historical reality of Jesus’ death along with the required human re-
sponse. The difference is negligible. 
   1 John 2:1-3 is written to the saved, those born again by water and 
spirit. (Jn. 3:5; Acts 2:38). The Holy Spirit is not making intercession 
for the alien sinners (Romans 8:27 “And he that searcheth the hearts 
knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh interces-
sion for the saints according to the will of God.” After the new birth 
Jesus becomes our advocate (Heb. 7:25).
   This wonderful plan reveals God’s righteousness at this “present 
season” (the Christian age). It explains how God’s justice is preserved; 
yet, at the same time, he is able to justify the sinner who exercises faith 
in Christ. The death of Jesus was absolutely necessary in preserving 
the integrity of God. A perfectly holy being could not be faithful to 
his own nature (Hab. 1:13) and let sinful humanity go unpunished. An 
innocent victim had to pay the price. That was Jesus. This is one of the 
most important New Testament texts in understanding the reason for 
Christ’s death. 
   (Romans 3:27-31) conclusion regarding justification: because of the 
previous facts, no human being can glory before God. Why is that? 
Because glorying has been excluded by the fact that no person can 
perfectly keep “law”; nor can the number of good works “piled up” 
ameliorate the sinful condition. What can? Only this: the “law of faith” 
(the gospel plan of salvation, which embraces the elements sketched 
above (v. 27).
   One must conclude, then, that the sinner is justified by faith (the obe-
dient faith (6:17-18); 1 Pet. 1:22) and not by works of law (v. 28)---ei-
ther the law of Moses or the natural law under which the Gentiles 
lived. God is not the God of the Jews only, but of the Gentiles. The 
Lord is “one” (a unity without self-conflict); accordingly, he justifies 
both Jews and Gentiles in the same manner---by the faith centered 
in Christ (v. 30). Does our position on justification, namely that it is 
independent of perfect, legal compliance, nullify the validity of law? 
Of course not. It establishes the need of law in fulfilling the purpose 
for which it was designed. There is a “law of Christ” (1 Cor. 9:21; Gal. 
6:2). 

BIBLETALK.TV 
Mike Mazzalongo         
FortifyYourFaith.org

Romans 3

Melvin Howard

Opinions expressed by readers and columnists do not necessarily reflect those of Morgan County Today

Melvin Howard’s Weekly column is sponsored by

The Lord’s Church
102 Paxton Road, Lancing



January 27, 2026 Page 19www.mocotoday.com



January 27, 2026Page 20 www.mocotoday.com


