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 Pet Perspective 
with Ms. Avery Pearl

                       NUGGET TREAT
 
I had one of the best days ever! Today was my spa day. On our way 
home, Mimi decided to go through the drive through to get Pap some 

Chili. The nice man there, saw me in the car. He asked if I could have a 
nugget because I was such a beautiful and sweet girl. Mimi said sure, he 

put some in a bag. Ohhh, they smelled Heavenly. 

Any-woof, Mimi had to stop at the store to get something. 

Before she went in, she told me that she knew I would be a very good girl and NOT TOUCH the 
bag containing the nuggets, while she was in the store. Then, off she went, leaving the nugget bag 
in the seat with me. 

Guess what?! When she returned I had NOT TOUCHED anything! 

Boy, was that hard! Mimi told me I was such a good girl and that I am just the smartest little 
thing, ever.

That woman must 
trust me an aw-
ful lot. Cause most 
dogs would have 
torn that bag 
apart, to get to all 
those yumminess. 

When we got home 
she let me have 2 
nuggets! I shared 
with Ms Ivory 
cause she was also 
a good girl while 
we were gone.

Mimi says that she 
is so proud of us 
and we deserve 
a treat some-
times. Ms Ivory 
and me, think that 
this treat thing is 
great!

For more of my 
Pet Perspective 
like and follow me 
on Facebook at Ms 
Avery Pearl. 

Ms. Avery Pearl
Pet Columnist

The Deer Lodge Abner Ross Center meet on the third Monday of the month at 6:00 PM.  

Coalfield Genealogical and Historical Society meets the second Tuesday of every month 
at the Senior Citizens Building at 6:00 PM.

Morgan County Republican Party meets the last Thursday of every month at 7:00 PM at the 
American Legion in Wartburg.

USDA FOODS DISTRIBUTION 
East Tennessee Human Resource Agency (ETHRA) will distribute USDA Foods, Thursday, Septem-
ber 11, 8 am to 12 pm, at the Wartburg Civic Center. You may pick up for 3 households only. Please bring 
a box for your commodities. For more information, call 423-346-6651 or 865-312-7741, option 5. This pro-
gram is funded under an agreement with the U.S. Department of Agriculture. In accordance with feder-
al civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, this 
institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex (including gen-
der identity and sexual orientation), disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity. 
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In Loving Memory

Obituaries must come from a funeral home to be in the newspaper.

John Boyd (Johnie) Adams left 
this world surrounded by family 
on August 30, 2025.

Johnie was born July 7, 1934 
to John Calvin and Anna Eliz-
abeth Adams. Johnie enlisted 
in the Army where he served 
in Germany during the recon-
struction as a Crane and Shov-
el Operator in the late 1950’s. 
While talking about his mili-
tary service, he never failed 
to say that he found GOD was 
in Germany too. After his ser-
vice, he married the love of his 
life, Ruby June Williams and 
was blessed with four children. 
Johnie was a faithful Christian 
who loved serving the Lord Je-
sus Christ. He was a soft-spo-
ken, devoted husband and lov-
ing daddy and grandpa. In his 
spare time, he enjoyed fishing 
and wood-working.

Johnie was preceded in death 
by his loving wife of 47 years, 
Ruby June; sons, Allen Clyde 
and John Mitchell (Mickey); 

parents, John Calvin and Anna 
Elizabeth; great- grandson, 
Wyatt Andrew; great- grand-
daughter, Kendra Alizabeth; 
and manyadored siblings.

Johnie is survived by daugh-
ters Ronita (Nathan) Beasley 
and Becky (Dana) Hawn and 
Lisa Adams Kimbro; grandchil-
dren, Jessica (Ashley) Stedam, 
Rebecca Medovich, Nick (Car-
rie) Beasley, Rachel Dalton, 
Jonnie (Katlyn) Beasley, Mark 
(Sabrina) Rice, John Nelson 
Adams, and Jennifer Adams; 
great-grandchildren, Trevor 
Hembree, Eli Bryge, Alexis 
Medovich, Austin Beasley, Isa-
bella Rice, Lettie Stedam, and 
Hannah Patterson; sister Faye 
Howard; and brother Ronnie 
Kennedy.

The family will receive friends 
on Tuesday, September 2, 
2025, from 2-4 pm Schubert 
Funeral Home, Wartburg. Fu-
neral services will follow at 
4pm with Bro. Nathan Beasley 
and Bro. Doug Morgan offici-
ating. Internment with Military 
Honors will follow in the Adams 
Hill Cemetery, Deer Lodge, TN.

Schubert Funeral Home is 
honored to serve the family of 
John Boyd (Johnie) Adams.

John Boyd (Johnie) Adams, 91
United States Army Veteran

Mr. Wilbert Tackett, age 87 of 
Wartburg passed away Thurs-
day, August 28, 2025 in Rocky 
Top, TN.

He is preceded in death by his 
wife Lorine Tackett; daughter 
Dorothy Lou; brother Lee Tack-
ett; sister Marie Kennedy

Wilbert is survived by 3 sons, 
Robert, James, and John Tack-
ett; 2 daughters Litha Kennedy 

and Verdie & Herbert Kenne-
dy; stepdaughter Elaine Cox; 
sisters-in-law Pauline Leab 
and Sue Carroll; brother-in-law 
Ray Young and several grand-
children and great grandchil-
dren.

The family will receive friends 
Thursday, September 4, 2025 
at Schubert Funeral Home in 
Wartburg from 12:00-1:00 p.m. 
with the funeral to follow at 
1:00 p.m. with Bro. Otis Phillips 
officiating.  Interment will follow 
in the Jones Cemetery on Red 
Oak Mountain.

Schubert Funeral Home is 
honored to serve the family of 
Wilbert Tackett.

Wilbert Tackett, 87

                          Psalm 86:4-5
4 Rejoice the soul of thy servant: for unto 
thee, O Lord, do I lift up my soul.
5 For thou, Lord, art good, and ready to 
forgive; and plenteous in mercy unto all 
them that call upon thee.

James Louis Greene, age 87 of 
Wartburg passed away on Sep-
tember 2nd 2025.

James was a 1956 graduate of 
Central High School in Wart-
burg. He was drafted into the 
U.S. Army and was stationed 
in Korea. He delivered mail in 
Wartburg for 40+ years before 
retiring. James was also known 
for his love for flying. He was 
an avid pilot and loved flying 
with his friends and his family. 
James is proceeded in death 
by his parents, Mary (Schubert) 
and Bruce Greene, brother 
Bruce (Buddy) Greene.

He is survived by his wife of 42 
years, Janet Greene, son Rich-
ard (Dana) Greene. Grandchil-
dren, Kayla Stewart, Richard 
(Lindsay) Greene, Brooke (Mi-
chael) Thacker and a host of 
great grandchildren. 

A special thank you to all of 
James’s hospice nurses and 
caregivers. 

The family will receive friends 
Friday, September 5, 2025 
at Schubert Funeral Home in 
Wartburg from 5:00-7:00 p.m. 
with the funeral to follow at 
7:00 p.m.  Graveside services 
will be Saturday, at 11:00 a.m. 
in the Liberty Church Ceme-
tery.

Schubert Funeral Home is 
honored to serve the family of 
James Louis Greene.

James Louis Greene, 87
United States Army Veteran
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Historically Speaking
Mike Taylor Part Two
By Ray Smith - Oak Ridge City Historian

Benita Albert brings us more insight into the 
new Executive Director of the Oak Ridge Public 
Schools Education Foundation.
***
	 It’s truly inspiring to see talented profes-
sionals return to their hometown. Mike Taylor, 
1991 Oak Ridge High School alumnus, has come 
home to Oak Ridge to serve as the Executive Di-
rector of the Oak Ridge Public Schools Education 
Foundation (ORPSEF). 
	 Cathy Toth, Chairperson of the ORPSEF 
Board, said, “Mike Taylor brings to the Founda-
tion over 30 years of expertise with non-profits 
and, in particular, progressive school systems. He 
is strongly connected to the Oak Ridge communi-
ty. We believe Mike’s leadership will help build a 
stronger Foundation and enhance our success in 
continuing Oak Ridge School’s legacy of excel-
lence in education.”
	 Mike serves in a unique and strategic dual 
capacity as an interim CEO of the National As-
sociation of Education Foundations (NAEF) and 
Executive Director of ORPSEF. This collabora-
tive partnership between a leading national or-
ganization and a highly respected local founda-
tion reflects a shared commitment to advancing 
the impact of education foundations, both in Oak 
Ridge and across the country. 
	 In his national role with NAEF, the only 
membership organization dedicated exclusively 
to the education foundation sector, Mike leads ef-
forts to connect, support, and elevate education 
foundations and their leaders. NAEF serves as the 
primary thought leader and convener for the in-
dustry, representing foundations that collectively 
impact more than 20 million students nationwide. 
Mike’s work includes advancing best practices, 
leading professional development, consulting 
with foundations, and promoting a continuous 
improvement approach to address the challenges 
facing our nation’s educational system.
	 A key focus of his leadership is building 
a unified voice for education foundations through 
national advocacy efforts. Mike champions the 
role of local education foundations in shaping eq-
uitable and innovative public education systems. 
He works to ensure policymakers, funders, and 
education leaders at every level recognize and 
invest in the transformational potential of these 
organizations.
	 Simultaneously, as Executive Director of 
ORPSEF, Mike applies his expertise to strength-
en local public schools through philanthropic 
partnerships, student opportunity initiatives, and 
community engagement in Oak Ridge, the histor-
ic home of the Manhattan Project and a commu-
nity with a rich legacy of educational innovation.
This dual appointment creates a mutually bene-
ficial relationship that enhances both organiza-
tions. It allows Mike to apply national insights 
to strengthen local impact, while also grounding 
national strategy in real-world, community-based 
work that ultimately benefits students, teachers, 
and education foundations at every level.
	 Mike’s venture into education foundation 
work began with an effort to help provide addi-
tional monies for a new school, 6-12 grade levels, 
in Signal Mountain, TN. He said, “It became ob-
vious that the Hamilton County Schools’ budget 
fell short in adequately equipping the new school 
with the basic educational resources required for 
quality classroom instruction, such as science lab 
equipment, library books, computer labs, band in-
struments, and art enrichment opportunities.”  
	 Mike’s wife Julie was a Signal Mountain 
native, and they were sending their young chil-

dren to the K-8 local schools she had attended. 
Julie and her schoolmates had to leave the com-
munity for high school, commuting to Red Bank 
High School. The new school, expanded through 
the twelfth grade, allowed their children to stay in 
the community. 
	 A 3.5-million-dollar campaign was 
launched, with Mike successfully concluding the 
effort in the community. He assumed the role of 
the Executive Director of the Mountain Education 
Foundation, establishing it as a 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization. Mike fondly remembers that 
time as the beginning of a refocused career move 
for him, an investment in not only his own chil-
dren’s growth and welfare, but also a much-need-
ed public advocacy role for educational support 
and innovation. 
	 Mike reported that the new school thrived, 
and the giving program continued, providing ini-
tial funding to support increased opportunities 
for students and a subsequent, increased enroll-
ment of 20% over the next few years. He worked 
with Hamilton County administrators to ensure 
their program innovations were subsequently 
continued under county budgeting. Mike said, 
“The Foundation supported gaps in education-
al opportunities for students, such as expanding 
after-school enrichment, providing sports phys-
icals, and coordinating volunteers to assist with 
after-hours transportation for the school district’s 
‘No Child Left Behind’ program.”
	 Mike accepted a new challenge in the Hen-
rico County School System in Virginia in 2014 
after his six years of education foundation work 
in Chattanooga. Mike described his new job as 
a move to a more financially disadvantaged pro-
gram with a rapidly expanding student population 
overflowing available school space. Mike said, 
“As CEO of the Henrico Education Foundation, I 
helped the school system launch a mixed delivery 
program enabling Henrico Schools to partner with 
private childcare centers and provide preschool 
programming for 3- and 4-year-old children in an 
alternate setting. We focused on improvement of 
results on third-grade reading proficiency, and we 
knew there was a correlation to providing early 
school readiness programs.”
	 Mike continued, “We concentrated on 
what the community wanted, such as: ESL ser-
vices, credit recovery, teacher grants, and more. 
The community supported us and funded more 
student opportunities.” Mike was proud of the 
education his children received in the Henrico 
Schools. He added, “When my own children were 
impacted, it grew my heart and my investment in 
education. It’s really all about the students.”
	 Mike joined the Knox Education Founda-
tion in Knoxville, TN, as their CEO in 2023. He 
described his work as furthering Knox County’s 
programs, namely supporting the merger of Great 
Schools Partnership and Project GRAD Knox-
ville and focusing on student outcomes and ad-
vocacy. He served as the 2023-2025 Chairman of 
the Board of the National Association of Educa-
tional Foundations and helped bring the national 

conference, impactED, to Knoxville in 2025.      
	 At the same time as Mike was leading 
educational initiatives, he was pursuing his own 
higher education goals. Adding to his undergrad-
uate degree in Business from UTK, he has recent-
ly earned a Master of Public Administration from 
Gardner-Webb University. Further profession-
al credentials accomplished include: Certified 
Fundraising Executive and Certified Education 
Foundation Leader. Mike is a frequent conference 
speaker and advisor to education foundation lead-
ers.
	 I asked Mike about his return to his home-
town and his plans and dreams for ORPSEF’s 
partnership with the Oak Ridge Schools.
	 “I never dreamed I’d be back. Oak Ridge 
is a unique and impactful school system. I am hon-
ored to support my alma mater. I know how much 
this community values education, and I credit the 
strong background I received in my K-12 educa-
tion with my passion for supporting strong pub-
lic schools. My older son has chosen education 
as a career and is currently teaching in Jefferson 
County. My two other children, a daughter and 
son, are in college in Tennessee. This is my home, 
the place where my education began, and now I 
want to return that by helping all students reach 
their fullest potential.”
	 “An important role of an educational 
foundation is to support innovations, not supplant 
public monies; rather, serve as a research and de-
velopment arm for our schools. The best way to 
solve problems and to innovate is through teach-
ers. The ORPSEF teacher grants program and 
professional development fellowships provide 
teachers with the needed monies and encourage-
ment in bringing new ideas to classroom teaching 
and learning. The Foundation, in its R&D mode, 
can collect the data and best results of each proj-
ect and appeal to the school board for continued 
implementation and funding. This model devel-
ops new best practices, encourages creativity, and 
allows for new and different approaches.”
	 ORPSEF’s teacher grants program has 
awarded $1.4 million over the past 16 years of 
the program. Awards have been given across all 
schools, grade levels, and academic disciplines. 
The new Benita Albert Innovative Educators Fel-
lowships began awarding funds for unique pro-
fessional development opportunities in the spring 
of 2025. All funds for the above programs are 
from public donations.
	 Mike also spoke of the exciting new 
changes coming to Oak Ridge in increased nucle-
ar industry investments, the ongoing innovative 
programs of the Oak Ridge National Lab, and the 
growing school population. He praised the efforts 
in the Oak Ridge Schools to stay abreast of work-
force needs, of emerging new Career and Tech-
nical programs, and of enrichment resources and 
programs throughout the schools. He realizes that 
the need is always bigger than school budgets, 
and he wants to be a part of solving needs. He 
comes to Oak Ridge with a strong background of 
accomplishments including raising more than $43 
million in previous education foundation work.  
	 Mike looks forward to establishing close 
communications with the Oak Ridge communi-
ty, and as such, he is eager to meet with and/or 
speak to civic clubs and other community organi-
zations. 	
	 The ORPSEF office is in the Oak Ridge 
Schools Administration Building, 304 New York 
Ave., Oak Ridge, TN 37830. Phone number is 
865-425-9017 and website is www.orpsef.org.
 ***
	 Thanks, Benita, for another most informa-
tive series. This time featuring a person who has 
returned to Oak Ridge, bringing with him a vast 
experience base and the skills needed to help our 
schools and city in many ways. 

Mike Taylor, the new Executive Director of Oak Ridge 
Public Schools Education Foundation. His family’s 
story dates to Oak Ridge’s pioneering grandparents 

(Courtesy of Mike Taylor)
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   	(Acts 8:1-3) persecution ignited: the bloody 
event of that day lit the fuse for a horrible per-
secution against the Lord’s church. With the ex-
ception of the apostles, the saints fled through-
out Judaea and even into Samaria. Stephen was 
buried by godly men. Saul went on a rampage of 
terror, dragging both men and women from their 
homes and thrusting them into prison. He was 
a ravenous wolf in the fold of the Lamb due to 
ignorance and unbelief (I Tim. 1:13. 
   	(Acts 8:4-8) Philip’s preaching in Samaria: 

Saul’s plan backfired. As he “scattered” the disciples they “went about 
preaching the word.” The persecutor became a “missionary” before he be-
came a missionary! Philip (one of the seven) went down to a prominent city 
in Samaria and proclaimed “the Christ,” he argued that Jesus is the Messiah. 
Multitudes “gave heed,” they obeyed gospel commands (Acts 2:38); “with 
one accord” suggests the unity of the plan. The people did not choose op-
tional ideas about salvation such as what has happened in the last 200 years. 
There was power in Philip’s message, for it was documented by certain mi-
raculous signs which he performed, casting out demons, healing the lame, 
and etc. The city was overjoyed.
   (Acts 8:9-13) the conversion of Simon the Sorcerer: Philip encountered a 
charlatan named Simon, who had a significant reputation as some “great” 
one. He had a sizable following, deceiving people with his “sorceries” (the 
word means magic) (v. 11). But the people were impressed with Philip’s 
message and believed the “good tidings” (gospel) concerning the “kingdom 
of God” and the name of Christ; thus, they were immersed, both man and 
women (v. 12; Jn. 3:5; Mk. 16:16). And “Simon himself also believed: and 
being immersed, he continued with Philip” and was amazed at the miracles 
he observed. This shows that his tricks were not supernatural. It is an act 
of utter desperation to argue, as many Calvinists do, that Simon was never 
saved. Such flatly denies the sacred test.  
   (Acts 8:14-17) Peter and John dispatched to Samaria: when the apos-
tles in Jerusalem heard of the conversion of the Samaritans, they sent Peter 
and John, who asked God that these new converts might receive supernat-
ural gifts to employ in confirming the credibility of their evangelism (Mk. 
16:20). Their prayer was answered and the miraculous gift of the Spirit was 
conferred by the laying on of their hands (the apostles). 
   (Acts 8:18-24) the conflict with Simon: when Simon saw that the apostles 
could confer spiritual gifts by the imposition of their hands, he wanted that 
power. (If modern charismatics could see what Simon saw, they would not 
labor under the illusion that they may receive gifts, tongues, independent of 
apostolic bestowal.)  Simon thus attempted to bribe them to convey to him 
the same power. They could not have done so if they would, and would not 
have if they could! Peter took charge.
   Peter’s response sounds harsh to the modern mind, but it was a divine 
imprecation. “If you refuse to repent, may you receive the judgment you 
deserve!” Don’t try to buy a man of God! First, Simon was not authorized 
to function as a provider of spiritual gifts. Second, his “heart” was not right 
with God, his motive was impure. The student has no idea how much time 
elapsed between Simon’s conversion and this unhappy incident. It certainly 
does not indicate that Simon’s initial actions were disingenuous. Peter en-
couraged the wayward brother to “repent and pray to the Lord” that he might 
be forgiven (for only Christians are instructed to pray and only they have an 
advocate in heaven, Christ. [1 John 2:1-2]) The fact that he was encouraged 
to “pray” reveals that Peter considered him to be a child of God. Simon 
petitioned Peter’s prayers that judgment might not fall on him. There is no 
reason to assume that the apostle did not grant the request.
   (Acts 8:25-40) the conversion of the Ethiopian: Peter and John headed 
back to Jerusalem but en route preached the gospel to many villages of the 
Samaritans. Those “fields white unto harvest” (Jn. 4:35), of which Jesus 
spoke, were being reaped. Around the same time, and angel of the Lord 
instructed Philip to journey southward (possibly some fifty miles) and in-
tersect the road in a deserted area that leads from Jerusalem to Gaza (on the 
Mediterranean coast). At the most opportune time, his path crossed that of 
an official from Ethiopia, a eunuch, who had been to Jerusalem to worship.
   The “treasurer” was riding in his chariot and reading from a Greek trans-
lation of the Isaiah scroll. (Luke does not hesitate to attribute chapter fif-
ty-three to Isaiah, contrary to today’s liberalist view.) It “just so happened” 
he was reading from 53:7 about the one who was led as a “sheep to the 
slaughter” and whose “judgment was taken away.” Interestingly, he did not 
view this as a prophecy regarding the nation, as modern critics speculate. 
The Holy Spirit instructed Philip to go and join the man. The eunuch had 
been reading aloud (the common practice) and Philip thus concluded what 
was on the traveler’s mind, so he asked: “Do you understand what you are 
reading?” (v. 30).

   The treasurer acknowledged he needed help. Philip obliged. Starting with 
this very passage, he “preached unto him Jesus” (v. 35). He was not wresting 
a text from its context, as critics suggest, for Christ himself gave this section 
a messianic interpretation (Lk. 22:37). Isaiah’s prophecy spoke of: (a) the 
Lord’s submissive disposition (like a lamb); (b) his violent death; (c) his re-
fusal to defend himself; (d) the humiliating treatment he was afforded and/or 
the humble way in which he dealt with the ordeal; (e) the “taking away” of 
his “judgment” of innocence by numerous illegal maneuvers; (f) the depic-
tion of his “generation” as non-declarable (perhaps because so profuse) as a 
result of his resurrection and departure (ascension) from the earth. 
   Presently, they came to a “certain water” and the eunuch inquired about 
receiving immersion immediately---which implies Philip had taught him 
concerning both the urgent obligation and form of administration. They both 
went “down into the water,” and Philip immersed the man. They then both 
“came up out of the water.” The second expression might seem redundant 
were it not for the heresy that subsequently evolved, namely that immersion 
is not the exclusive mode of baptism. Philip was “caught away” by the Spirit 
to Azotus (Ashdod) thirty miles to the west, and the treasurer went on his 
way, rejoicing because of the salvation received. Philip evangelized his way 
up the coast to Caesarea.
    The word of God produces faith in God and in the Christ. Hebrews 
4:12-13 “For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any 
twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, 
and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents 
of the heart. Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in his sight: but 
all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have 
to do.” John 6:63 “It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: 
the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.”
   Acts 8:5 “Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and preached 
Christ unto them.” 
   Acts 8:12 “But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning 
the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both 
men and women.” [Philip was preaching the kingdom of God and the name 
of Jesus Christ. This produces Christians.
   The religious world of today has reverted back to the religion of Simon the 
magic working man of Acts 8:8-11. They hold revivals and with charming 
instrumental music and chanting of doctrines of men and handling of God’s 
word deceitfully they manipulate unlearned souls to believe that their rheto-
ric will cause God to baptize those who comply to their emotionalism with 
Holy Spirit baptism. Those who get sucked into this foolishness will some-
day hear the Lord Jesus say: Matthew 7:21-23 “Not every one that saith unto 
me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the 
will of my Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, 
Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out 
devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I pro-
fess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.”
   You wonder why the world hates Christians? The snake handlers all be-
lieve that they too have received Holy Spirit baptism. Your practice is blas-
phemy against the Holy Spirit.

BIBLETALK.TV Mike Mazzalongo
FortifyYourFaith.org

Acts of the Apostle’s Chapter 8

Melvin Howard

Opinions expressed by readers and columnists do not necessarily reflect those of Morgan County Today

Melvin Howard’s Weekly column is sponsored by

The Lord’s Church
102 Paxton Road, Lancing
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Tennessee quarterback Joey Aguilar’s grandmother, left, and mother, center, smile at Aguilar after 
Tennessee’s home opener against ETSU at Neyland Stadium in Knoxville, Tenn., on Sept. 6, 2025.


