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Know what's below.

Pet Perspective

Congratulations Class of 2025!

Stay safe. Never stop learning. Be kind. Be humble.

Remember where you came from as you spread your wings and
explore this wonderful, beautiful, scary world.

Ms. Avery Pearl
Pet Columnist

From Morgan County Today, Ms Ivory and me, Ms Avery Pearl!

May God bless you all!

For more of my Pet Perspective like and follow me on Facebook at Ms Avery Pearl.
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The Deer Lodge Abner Ross Center meet on the third Monday of the month at 6:00 PM.

Coalfield Genealogical and Historical Society meets the second Tuesday of every month
at the Senior Citizens Building at 6:00 PM.

Morgan County Republican Party meets the last Thursday of every month at 7:00 PM at the
American Legion in Wartburg.

Call before you dig.

\. J

Morgan County Chamber of Commerce along with Roane Alliance
will once again have their ROAM'R Jeep Festival.

This year it will be Saturday, June 7th beginning again at Swan Pond in Harriman.
The ride will begin at 3pm and will end at Brushy Mountain Prison.

I am asking any vendors that would like to participate to let me know ASAP. 423-539-1769
Several of you sponsored this event last year (thank you) and I'm hoping we can get even more this year.
We are looking for Title Sponsorship - 300.00. Your logo will be displayed on all material and signage
Also looking for Stage and Contest Sponsors - 100.00. Logo displayed on/around stage and contest areas.

City of Sunbright Meeting
AGENDA FOR May 20, 2025 - Meeting to start at 6pm

CALL TO ORDER:

PRAYER:

PLEDGE:

Agenda:

-Proposed Budget 2025-2026

-Renewed contract with Morgan County Sherriftf’s Department
-Discussion of Hometown Hero Banners

-Beautification Committee will meet immediately following.



SATURDAY h}UNE 7TH

SWAN POND SPOR COMPLEX 11-3
BRUSHY MOUNTAIN STATE PENITENTIARY 4-8
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CPlash Into Qummert

Opens Sat. May 24

Hours: Mon - Sat 11a-7p, Sun 12:30p - 6p
I-75 to Williamsburg, KY (Exit 11) 606-549-6065

feeren $15

GET YOUR BEACH BODY BACK !l
NEW FDA Approved Semaglutide Plus and Tirzapetide

.. c
Ma\k-'ms»\Ne\come Injections Now at Al'to sepe dute
Dr’s Weight Loss Clinic! °°"sultatio,,u"’ REE

Physician Supervised
Prescription Diet Pills
Lipo Myoden
B12 Injections
Health and Wellness Supplements

123-286-7546

1035 Old Hwy 127 S, Jamestown, TN
931-879-8444
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— In Loving Memory —

Mallory “Mel” Colin Shannon, 46

Mallory “Mel” Colin Shannon,
age 46, passed away peace-
fully May 9, 2025 at his home.

He is survived by his wife
Heather Shannon of 25 years.
Daughters Kaylin and Khloe
Shannon. Father Coy Shan-
non, siblings Ona (Joey)
Bunch, Sonia Byrge, Ellery
(Rechelle) Shannon. Sister-in-
law Melissa (Adam) Stephens.
Nieces and Nephews: Ashton
and Kaitlyn Byrge, Dylan and
Bethany Bunch, Bryson, Alley,
and Addison Shannon, Gracie,
Taylor, and D.J. Stephens.

He is proceeded in death by
his mother Betty Shannon, in
laws Roger and Anna Honey-
cutt, nephew Levi Shannon.
Grandparents: Herbert and
Elizabeth Shannon and Wiley
and Kizzie Carroll.

The family will receive friends
Tuesday, May 13, 2025 at
Schubert Funeral Home in
Wartburg from 12:00 — 2:00
p.m. Graveside services will
follow in the Mill Creek Ceme-
tery in Sunbright.

Pallbearers are Kaylin and Kh-
loe Shannon, Peyton Smith,
Jacob Lowe, Adam Stephens,
Ashton Byrge, Dylan and Joey
Bunch.

Schubert Funeral Home is
honored to serve the family of
Mallory “Mel” Colin Shannon.

Obituaries must come from a funeral home to be in the newspaper.

Psalm 123:1
Unto thee lift I up mine eyes,
O thou that dwellest in the heavens.
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Benefits of the new tax bill

The House Ways and Means Committee vot-
ed in favor of the bill, making the 2017 tax cuts
permanent and adding other deductions. The ex-
tension of the 2017 Tax Cuts and Jobs Act (TCJA)
provisions would mean that most people wouldn’t
see much of a change in their tax brackets because
their tax brackets would remain at the same levels
they’ve been at since the cuts took effect in 2018.

According to the House Ways and Means
Committee, the proposed bill would provide tax-
payers with an average $1,300 tax reduction.

The bill would increase the standard deduction by $1,000 for indi-
viduals and $2,000 for married couples from 2025 to 2028.

The bill eliminates the tax on tipped income and overtime pay, but
only from 2025 through 2028. The bill would include “an above-the-line
deduction for qualified tips received by an individual in an occupation
which traditionally and customarily receives tips during a given taxable
year”.

David Zubler
Columnist

The Child Tax Credit increases from $2,000 to $2,500 per child for
2025 through 2028 but drops to $2,000 after that.

The TCJA put a cap of $10,000 on the deduction of state income
taxes and property taxes. The new deduction cap would rise to $30,000
under the bill, but the bill would include income thresholds before the de-
duction phases down to at least $10,000.

Senior citizens 65 and older would get an extra deduction of $4,000
per filer. The new deduction could be used by anyone who itemizes or takes
the standard deduction. However, there would be an income limit, with the
$4,000 deduction available for people with a modified adjusted gross in-
come of $75,000 or less for single filers and $150,000 for married couples
who file joint returns.

The bill would also allow a deduction for vehicle interest for up to
$10,000. The deduction would be phased out for people with a modified
adjusted gross income above $100,000 for single filers or $200,000 for

married couples. Vehicles must have been assembled in the U.S. to qualify
for the deduction. This deduction would last through 2028.

There is no plan to eliminate taxes on Social Security income. Elim-
inating the tax on Social Security was controversial because those taxes
fund Social Security. Eliminating tax on Social Security would speed up
the insolvency of its trust funds.

The bill increases the Qualified Business Income (QBI) deduction
from 20% to 23%. This deduction would allow small businesses to subtract
23% of their qualified business income from their taxable income. Busi-
nesses qualifying for the QBI deduction include sole proprietorships (often
gig workers), partnerships, and S corporations.

The bill increases the estate tax exemption to $15 million, adjusted
for inflation, and permanently extends the provision.

Several experts have questioned the bill for different reasons.
According to Congress’ Joint Committee on Taxation, the bill would add
$3.8 trillion to the deficit through 2034.

“Many of the new provisions in the bill would make the tax code
even more complex”, said Garrett Watson, the Tax Foundation’s director of
policy analysis.

David Zubler is a nationally known tax accountant and Enrolled Agent
that resides in East Tennessee. He is the author of six tax books and a
syndicated columnist who has shared tax advice on podcasts and national
TV and has been referred to as America’s Tax Guru. He is the founder
and president of Your Tax Care. He represents clients nationwide before
the IRS and provides tax strategies, and tax education, including David’s
one-minute tax tip radio recordings at YourTaxCare.com. David can be
reached at (865)363-3019 or by email at david@yourtaxcare.com.

setting up an Annuity or Ro”ing—over an IRA

5%+ BONUSES ON YOUR DEPOSITS
YEARLY LOCK-IN OF ALL GAINS
PRINCIPAL GUARNTEED

A+ COMPANIES

ALL INTEREST TAX DEFERRED

*NO-OBLIGATION ANNUITY RATES *FEATURES MAY VARY

DAVIS INSURANCE GROUP
NEW YEAR ..

NEW INVESTMENTS

Let us he [p you to protect your money!

" 423.346.4978

316 Eliza Street, Wartburg, TN 37887
Mon.— Fri. 9am-5pm

Allen G. Davis

Owner/Insurance Specialist
allendavisinsruance(@gmail .com
Jennifer Davis Ridge
Office Manager/Agent
jridge.davisinsruance@gmail.com
Vanessa Taylor

Office Assistant/CSR/Notary Public
officedavisinsruance(@gmail.com
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RustyWallaceHonda.com

CONGRATULATIONS

SCOTT COUNTY DISTRICT-LEVEL TEACHERS OF THE YEAR
ANDREA KRIES,ELIZABETH CARROLL, & KEISHA BASS

NI UREILITE

—--

LOW PRICES, GREAT SELECTION, PROVEN REPUTATION

R

RustyWallaceHonda.com

KNOXVILLE

HONDA 1-75 AT’ CALLAKHAN DRIVE)

865-938-4222
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MEMORIAL DAY

HONORING ALL WHO SERVED
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CONGRATULATIONS
CLASS OF 2025!1!!

Jeremiah 29:11
11 For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the Lord,
thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end.

SO HYUNDAI

DOUBLE REBATES UP TO s7 50011}
HOME OF THE 200,000-MILE WARRANTY
RustyWallaceHyundai.com - 865-963-3400

505 Callahan Drive, Knoxville - Exit 110 - 75 North

- RUSTY WALLACE & HYUNDAI

e dealer for details
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Historically Speaking
Flatwater Tales Storytelling Festival
By Ray Smith - Oak Ridge City Historian

Kay Brookshire brings us the details of the up-
coming Flatwater Tales Storytelling Festival.
skskosk

Anne Shimojima’s family kept a secret
from her, though she’s not sure why. She discov-
ered it about 20 years ago when she started work
on a family history project, planning to collect
old family photos and learn more about her an-
cestral home.

When she learned the secret, the Japanese
American storyteller decided to take her family’s
story beyond a family history project. A storytell-
er who has collected humorous and thoughtful
folk tales from Japan and other countries, she cre-
ated the story of her family that has become her
signature piece. In it, she introduces audiences to
her grandparents, who immigrated to the United
States from Japan, before describing what they
and their children encountered here.

Her inspiring story, “Looking Like the
Enemy: An American WWII Story,” will be pre-
sented during the Flatwater Tales Storytelling
Festival on June 6 and 7 in Oak Ridge.

“It is the story of my family coming to
the United States from Japan and their experience
during World War II, where they were incarcerat-
ed with over 125,000 other Japanese Americans,
two-thirds of them American citizens, behind
barbed wire, for the crime of looking like the en-
emy,” Shimojima explains in a YouTube video
about her appearance here.

In her story, she shares photos of her five
family members — her grandparents and three of
their adult children — who were incarcerated, as
well as pictures from the National Archives of the
camps. Her father, who was working in Hawaii at
the time, avoided the forced move to the camps.

Shimojima grew up in a three-flat apart-
ment building on Chicago’s north side with three
generations of family living upstairs and down-
stairs from her, her parents and her on the middle
floor. Her grandmother, who lived downstairs,
never talked about that experience and had died
before Shimojima started researching her family
history.

“My family never talked about it. By far,
most Japanese American families never talked
abut it. I’m not sure if it was because it was too
traumatic, or they were trying to put a difficult
past behind them, or there was a sense of shame,
because they had literally been in prison. But for
what?” she related in an interview.

Much later, one survivor remained from
her family’s experience in the camps, a 91-year-
old “very good-natured auntie” who was ready to
talk with Shimojima about her experiences.

Thanks to sponsors, Shimojima will offer
a free presentation of “Looking Like the Enemy”
at 3 p.m. Friday, June 6, at the American Muse-
um of Science and Energy, 115 E. Main St., Oak
Ridge. Sponsors are AMSE, Flatwater Tales, and
the Oak Ridge Heritage and Preservation Associ-
ation.

After that, the Flatwater Tales Storytelling
Festival offers audiences opportunities to hear the
festival’s three storytellers perform different sto-
ries at each event June 6 and 7. Shows will be at 7
p.m. Friday, June 6, and at 10 a.m., 2 p.m., and 7
p.m. Saturday, June 7, at the Historic Grove The-
ater, 123 Randolph Road, Oak Ridge.

Tickets may be purchased online at

https://events.humanitix.com/2025-flatwa-

ter-tales-storytelling-festival/tickets or at the
Flatwater Tales web site, https://flatwatertales.

com, or in person with cash or check at Calami-
ty’s Coffee, 219 Jackson Square, Oak Ridge. In-

dividual tickets for each of the four
shows in which all three storytellers
will perform are $15 for each show.
One ticket for all four shows is $43,
for only the cost of three tickets.

Shimojima, who is appear-
ing for the first time here, will join
two favorite storytellers from past
festivals, each telling different sto-
ries at all four events at the Grove
on June 6 and 7.

The Rev. Robert B. Jones
Sr., an inspirational storyteller who
celebrates history, humor and the
power of American Roots music,
returns to the festival for the sec-
ond time by popular request. Rev.
Jones will headline the 7 p.m. June
6 performance with his story, “The
History of America through Music.”
He will also present “Crazy in Ala-
bama,” a musical medley of soulful
stories about life at Grandma’s, ac-
companied by his rhythm and blues
guitar, at 2 p.m. Saturday, June 7.

Bil Lepp, a festival crowd
favorite, is an award-winning West
Virginia storyteller, author, record-
ing artist, and History Channel host,
who spins humorous, family-friend-
ly tall tales and stories. An occasion-
al host of NPR’s internationally syn-
dicated “Mountain Stage,” Lepp has
been described as “a side-splitting-
ly funny man” and as telling “tales
that will tickle your funny bone.” At
the 7 p.m. show on Saturday, June
7, Lepp will present “Halfdollar
Hijnx,” hilarious tales of Bil and his
childhood friend Skeeter.

Lepp will also present a free
show, “Taste of the Tales,” at 10 a.m.
Friday, June 6, at the Oak Ridge Se-
nior Center, 1405 Oak Ridge Turn-
pike, for ages 18 and up, as a gift
from Flatwater Tales and the City of
Oak Ridge.

Shimojima, a professional
storyteller for more than 40 years,
will headline the 10 a.m. show on
Saturday, June 7, with her “Sakura
Tales: Stories from Japan.”

An elementary school media
specialist, Shimojima took a mas-
ter’s level storytelling course that
had her telling stories to children in
the school’s library. She loved the
experience.

“A traditional librarian uses
storytelling to bring children and
books together,” Shimojima related.
“From the moment I first told a sto-
ry to my students, I was hooked, be-
cause of their reaction.” Before that,
she read books to introduce children to authors
and illustrators.

“The difference, when I put a book down
and look into their eyes, there is nothing between
you and the kids. It would be like they were hun-
gry for stories. They would be staring at me. And
I could tell they did not see me. I could tell they
were looking at the images in their minds.

“It was the most wonderful thing,” she
said. “I loved storytelling, and I brought it into
the curriculum whenever I could.”

Shimojima and a friend soon drove 12
hours from Chicago to Jonesborough, Tenn.,
to attend the International Storytelling Festival
there. Then she took part in Chicago’s Wild On-
ion Storytelling Festival for several years. And
more recently, she has returned to Jonesborough,

Robert B. Jones (Courtesy of Robert Jones)

where she has been storyteller-in-residence at
the International Storytelling Center three times,
most recently in 2024.

Her story resulting from her family histo-
ry search eventually brought her closer to family
she had lost touch with in Japan. Invited by the
government of Japan to present her family story
in 2019 at three Tokyo high schools, government
officials offered to take her to her ancestral home
of Matsumoto, home of her father’s mother be-
fore she immigrated to the U.S.

“At that point, we had lost all ties to Ja-
pan,” she said. Her older relatives had died, and
she and other third generation Japanese Ameri-
can relatives didn’t speak Japanese. Her father’s
mother’s last name was Ito, similar to Smith here,
making it difficult to research.
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Historically Speaking
Flatwater Tales Storytelling Festival
By Ray Smith - Oak Ridge City Historian

She still had an address of her father’s
cousin in Matsumoto from 40 years before, went
there with an interpreter and a guide, and con-
nected with the cousin’s widow, still in the same
house, and her two sons. With family names and
addresses from them, she was delighted to find
the Shimojimo family registry going back to
about 1800.

“How lucky I was, just for the trip, but
the chance to feel much closer with my Japanese
history,” Shimojima said.

Her source for Japanese folk tales and
those from other countries was not her family but
section 391.2, the folklore section in libraries.

Anne Shimojima’s grandparents, Seitaro and
Shikiye Shimojima, were among her family members
sent to incarceration camps for Japanese Americans
during World War II. The photo was taken around

1913. (Courtesy of Anne Shimojima)

“One of the interesting things about read-
ing stories from all over is that you find different
versions of basically the same story from all over
the world. That really suggests to us that we are
all the same underneath, that we do have all the
same loves and hates and journey on the quest,”
Shimojima said. “Even though we are from all
over the world, we really are members of the hu-
man race.

In 2022, she received the Order of the
Rising Sun, Silver Rays award, conferred by the
Emperor of Japan, for her family story and for
promoting Japanese culture in the U.S. through
her folk tales. She was presented with the award
at the home of the Japanese Consul-General in
Chicago.

Her CD, “Sakura Tales: Stories from
Japan,” received a Storytelling World Resource
Honor Award in 2019. She received the Circle
of Excellence ORACLE Award in 2024 from
the National Storytelling Network, given to
those recognized by their peers as master story-
tellers.

Shimojima has told her family’s story
about 170 times since 2007. “I’m a librarian. |
keep records,” she noted. The first time was at a
storytelling festival with a theme of social jus-
tice near her home. One later presentation was
particularly memorable.

“Years ago I was in Washington, D.C.
There was an exhibit at the Smithsonian Amer-
ican Art Museum of artifacts and objects creat-
ed by people in camps — wood carvings, paint-
ings, textiles, little bird pins, necklaces out of
seashells,” she recalled. “Halfway through the
story, a man in the back, who looked like he was
Japanese American, started to weep. And he wept
through the end of the story. After that, he told
me ‘My family was in the same camp (in Utah)
as your family.””

Her storytelling has brought her to
schools, festivals, libraries, museums, senior
communities, and conferences, wherever people
gather to hear a good story. Soon, it will bring her
to Oak Ridge.

“It is a great privilege to do this work,”
Shimojima related.

Oak Ridge Driving Tour

As a special, free feature of the festival,
Oak Ridge City Historian Ray Smith will again
offer the Historic Tour of Oak Ridge for both
visitors here for the festival and residents from
12:30-2:45 p.m. Friday, June 6, starting at the
Historic Grove Theater. Participants are asked to
register for the event at the online ticket site.

The tour will include a visit to John
Hendrix’s grave and stops at The Alexander
Guest House lobby, the Oak Ridge Internation-
al Friendship Bell, the Secret City Commemora-
tive Walk, and the Scarboro Community Center.
The self-driving guided tour will feature Jackson
Square and the east portion of the Oak Ridge His-
toric District.

For more information, see the website,
https://flatwatertales.com. The Flatwater Tales
Storytelling Festival, which originated in 2018,
is led by community volunteers, including volun-
teers from the three Rotary Clubs in Oak Ridge.

Sponsors of the Flatwater Tales Storytell-
ing Festival include CNS-Y-12 as the presenting
sponsor, and Pinnacle Financial Partners, Explore
Oak Ridge, and the Breakfast, Noon and Sunset
Rotary Clubs in Oak Ridge.
seskosk

Thanks, Kay, the Flatwater Tales Story-
telling Festival is now a well-established annu-
al event for Oak Ridge. People come from all
around to enjoy top-quality storytelling.

Anne Shimojima’s grandparents, Shikiye and
Seitaro Shimojima, are pictured here with
their oldest daughter Mary, the aunt Anne

interviewed about family in the incarceration

camps for Japanese Americans in World War II.
The photo was taken around 1914-1915.
(Courtesy of Anne Shimojima)

Seitaro Shimojima, Anne Shimojima’s grandfather,
is shown in 1918 or 1919 with two of his four
children, George, Anne’s father, and Mary,
the aunt who revealed her family’s secret.
(Courtesy of Anne Shimojima)
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John Chapter 12

(John 12:1-8) The Anointing at Bethany (Mt.
26:6-13; Mk. 14:3-9): It was now the week be-
fore Christ’s death. Jesus returned to Bethany
where he recently had raised Lazarus from the
dead. For a discussion of this anointing event,
see Matthew’s account.

(John 12:12-19) The Triumphal Entry (Mt.
21:1-11; Mk. 11:1-11; Lk. 19:29-44): read Mat-
thew’s account.

(John 12:20-22) Gentile Interest in
Christ: Through the Old Testament principally is
concerned with the development of the Hebrew nation in view of the com-
ing Messiah through that lineage, God always loved and had a redemptive
interest in the Gentiles (all non-Hebrews). The promise to Abraham was that
through his seed “all nations of the earth” would be blessed (Gen. 22:17-18).
The Old Testament Scriptures are replete with pledges of Gentile access to
salvation (Isa. 2:2-4). There would be, however, a time lapse plan on en-
trance into the kingdom of Christ (Rom. 1:16).

Preliminary to the Passover celebration, there was a Jewish migra-
tion up to the holy city. On this occasion, among the stream of pilgrims
there were “Greeks” as well. The term is generic for any citizen of the
Greek-speaking world and is the equivalent of “Gentile.” Gentiles could
incorporate themselves into the family of Judaism by converting formally
to the Jews’ religion via circumcision (Acts 16:3). These were called pros-
elytes (Acts 2:10). Or they might renounce paganism and loosely associate
with the Hebrews; such were called “God-fearers” (Acts 10:2; 17:4). The
Greeks approached Philip saying, “Sir, we would like to see Jesus.” Philip
conveyed the message to Andrew; then both of these approached the Lord
with the request. Surprisingly, Jesus does not directly respond. He under-
stands that even the disciples do not yet comprehend the plan of incremental
entrance into the kingdom---in spite of their earlier instruction (Mt. 10:5-6).
This was not the time for an interview with Gentiles.

(John 12:23-36) The hour has arrived: The Lord’s response to Philip
and Andrew was indirect: “The hour is come, that the Son of Man should be
glorified.” The divine “clock™ was ticking loudly. His death was literally but
hours away, and there were so many things they did not yet understand. The
apostles themselves were about to pass through a series of events that would
strain their faith beyond anything they ever imagined. It was not the time for
a discussion of other levels of theological interest.

By means of a farming illustration, Christ pointed out that a grain of
wheat must die before it can produce fruit. He was to be the fulfillment of
that prophetic death. He cautions about the coming test they would face. If
they loved their own lives more than truth, they would lose everything; if
they “hated” their lives (an idiom suggesting they must be willing to sacri-
fice their lives for the cause if necessary), life eternal would be their reward
(v. 25). Those who wish to serve him must be willing to follow him. Such a
one, God himself would honor.

Again the Lord had a wave of anguish, a perfectly understandable
aspect of his human emotions. He confessed: “My soul is troubled.” He
was not afraid to share his feelings with the disciples. “Troubled” signifies
“stressed, agitated.” The latter portion of verse twenty-seven is subject to
two possibilities. The sense could be a request: “I don’t know what to say!
O Father, save me from this hour!” Or it might be: “Should I ask the Father
to save me from this hour? No, because this is the reason for which I en-
tered this world. Father, glorify your name.” Was it a temporary moment of
weakness (as in Gethsemane) or a statement of full confidence? Either view
is possible with no disrespect to the Lord.

God then spoke from heaven: “I have glorified it; and I will glorify it
again.” This was the third and final audible acknowledgement from the Fa-
ther during the ministry of Christ (Mt. 3:17; 17:5). This incident was some-
what analogous to that when Saul was confronted by Christ on the road to
Damascus: a thunderous sound was heard, but not all understood what was
said (v. 29; Acts 9:7; 22:9). Jesus declared it was a “voice,” but the message
was not for his sake, it was for theirs, those who understood---namely those
who were sincere disciples (v. 30).

Melvin Howard

The Lord then uttered this remarkable statement: “Now is a judgment
of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out” (v. 31). Several
points are worthy of reflection: (a) In some sense, Satan is the “prince of this
world.” The world population has surrendered to him through sin. His dia-
bolical day’s, however, are numbered. (b) With the impending death and res-
urrection of Christ, the beginning of the end will have been initiated. Jesus
continued: “If I be lifted up....” The term “if” in this text does not express
doubt. It can be employed with the meaning “since” or “when” (3:14; 1 Jn.
3:2). “Lifted up” depicts the manner of his death by crucifixion (3:14; 8:28).
He will “draw” people to himself by his teaching (see 6:44-45). “All men”
does not affirm universalism, but the potential that embraces all---“whoso-
ever will.”

The crowd suggested that their perception of the Messiah, according
to the Old Testament, was that he would live forever (Ezek. 37:25; Dan.
7:14). They probably did not fully understand what he meant by “lifted up,”
but they seemed to sense it indicated a termination of some kind. The Lord
did not respond to their question. It was too late for debating. He simply em-
phasized that “the light” would be with them for only a “little while.” They
were encouraged to “walk™ (pursue) his light while yet available. If they
remained I “darkness,” such would lead them to a destination they could not
yet imagine. At this point, Christ left them and concealed himself from the
crowds.

(John 12:37-43) Blind Eyes, Hardened Hearts: With a plaintive note,
John observed that even though the Lord has done so many signs in their
presence (21:25), they continued disbelieving his claims of being the Mes-
siah, God’s Son. Actually, this stubborn unbelief was foretold by Isaiah sev-
en centuries earlier. They were spiritually blind because they had hardened
their hearts to the truth. In making his point, John has combined prophetic
statements from Isaiah 53:1 and 6:10---obviously being totally unfamiliar
with the modernistic theory that two different writers produced these quota-
tions. They are even connected by the term “again” (v. 39).

Moreover, John affirms that Isaiah (6:10) saw Christ’s glory and
spoke of him (v. 41). Many of these people had reached a point where they
just “could not believe” (v. 39). When one rejects the truth long enough,
he may develop a spiritual cardiosclerosis that is incurable! Nevertheless,
“many of the rulers” believed on him, but for fear of the Pharisees they
would not openly acknowledge it. But it was more than fear; they loved the
glory of men more than that of God. Christianity is a matter of conviction,
not convenience. Some rulers (like Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathaea),
however, were of a different caliber.

(John 12:44-50) Believe in Me or Stand in Judgment: Christ empha-
sized, as he had done so much before, that to believe on him was to believe
on the Father; the two are theologically inseparable. You can’t take one of
them without the other (v. 44-45). The people must decide whether they will
live in darkness or light; he is the source of that light. Those who hear his
word and reject it will not be judged now; his present mission is to save. But
his word will judge the rebels in the “last day” (v. 48). The word he spoke
reflected the Father’s will; to reject one is to reject both.

If your faith and hope needs revived---we meet every evening at
6:30 where love never fails.

BIBLETALK.TV Mike Mazzalongo
FortifyYourFaith.org

Melvin Howard’s Weekly column is sponsored by

The Lord’s Church

102 Paxton Road, Lancing
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SUMMIT BZNYUNEYY &=
MEDICAL GROUP & URGENT CARE

— AT WARTBURG —

FAMILY MEDICINE =
Jonathan B. Laymance, M.D.

Seth Stewart, FNP-B.C.

Accepting new patients of all ages!
Most insurances accepted
including Medicare and TennCare.

URGENT CARE

Monday — Friday: 8am — 6:30pm
Saturday & Sunday: 8am — 4pm

Do not have to be a patient of SMG to visit Urgent Care!
Appointment required. Walk-ins if schedule allows.

1825 Knoxville Hwy, Wartburg f (423) 346-3600

Caring for our commmmunity

Wartburg
1236 Knoxville Hwy

K\;yj GrifFfFith Family @ Wartburg, TN

37887 Rockwood

P H A R M A c Y Q. 423.346.6337 Q 600 N Gateway Ave

Rockwood, TN
37854
Harriman Q. 865.590.6339

Your Community Q 1701 Roane State Hwy

HealthMart s

PHARMACY €. 865.590.6337
@ griffithfamilypharmacy.com

This pharmacy is independently owned and operated under a license from Health Mart Systems, Inc.

oo StateFarm-

(3 COLDWELL BANKER “imFery &

Associates

Randy McFarland Real Estate Agent
105 S Kingston Street Glenda Johnson
PO Box 690 Direct: (865) 591-6900
Office: (865) 376-2121 x102

Wartburg, TN 37887-0690
(423) 346-7670

License: 251289 TN
glenda6900cebellsouth.net

With all my years of experience in Real
Estate, allow me to work for you with all
your Real Estate needs.

www.randyismyagent.com
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RustyWallaceKiaKnoxville.com

YOU MADE THE GRADE!!!
CELEBRATE GRADUATION IN STYLE
BEHIND THE WHEEL OF A NEW KIA!!!

5

2025 KIA K5

RMS)’TY
WALLACE

865-688-8886

LU/ KNOXVILLE

I-75 AT CGALLAHAN DRIVE

*see dealer for details




