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Know what's below.

Pet Perspective
with Ms. Avery Pearl

Good-Bye Magnifying Glasses

Ms. Avery Pearl
Pet Columnist

She is so happy. Pap tells everyone that Mimi finally see’s what she married. That man is a hoot.

You guys my Mimi had her other eye surgery. It was a success!!

My Mimi can see things (without big thick glasses or contacts) for the
first time in her life!

Seriously though: Mimi can drive, she
can cook, she can see which bottle is
shampoo or conditioner in the shower.
She can read the mail, crochet, she can
thread a needle, she can see prices on
tags, she can watch TV, she can see at
night!

All of her life she has prayed that
someday she could see. This is a dream
come true for her and truly a miracle.

So, I guess God gave her cataracts so
she would meet Dr Hessert and through
him, God gave her the gift of sight.

So, thank you to Dr Hessert and Dr
Frasier and all the staff at the Eye
Center of Oak Ridge, for all you have
done to help my Mimis dream come
true. She is truly grateful, we all are.

Call before you dig.
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MORGAN COUNTY FARM BUREAU ANNUAL MEETING

The Morgan County Farm Bureau Board of Directors would like to invite all Farm Bureau Members
to attend our annual meeting on Tuesday, September 17th, 2024, at 6:00 p.m. at the
American Legion Hall at 202 S. Kingston Street in Wartburg.

The meeting will begin with an evening meal and the annual report will be given.

We encourage all Farm Bureau Members to attend this meeting.

Together Morgan County will meet Fri, September 13, 2024
at 9:00 a.m. EST at Morgan County Schools Central Office located at 136 Flat Fork Road in Wartburg.

This is a hybrid meeting. Anyone wanting a link to join virtually can email heltons@mcsed.net. Everyone is
welcome to join the collaborative as plans are made to support students and families in Morgan County.

The Deer Lodge Abner Ross Center meet on the third Monday of the month at 6:00 PM.

Coalfield Genealogical and Historical Society meets the second Tuesday of every month
at the Senior Citizens Building at 6:00 PM.

Morgan County Republican Party meets the last Thursday of every month at 7:00 PM at the
American Legion in Wartburg.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Peggy L. Durham has applied for a permit to sell beer OFF premises at the location known as:

Corner Market - 5018 Nashville Hwy, Deer Lodge, TN 37726

Anyone having reason to believe that this permit should not be issued, must appear before the Morgan County
Beer Board on the 23rd day of September 2024 at 5:30 pm in the Office of the County Clerk.

Tennessee College of Applied Technology Oneida/Huntsville is hiring for the following positions:
Adjunct Instructor, Practical Nursing

Go to https://careers.tbr.edu/jobs/search
and follow the job link for full job description and to submit an application.
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You're in the stands... And your card's at home.

Add your KTVAECU® Debit* and Credit Cards? to your digital wallet® so they're always available to use, and you can focus on the game.
Learn More! « (865) 544-5400 % tvacreditunion.com

Federally Insured by NCUA. 1. Available to qualifying Members. Some restrictions may apply. Fees may apply. Ask for details. 2. Available to qualifying Members. Some restrictions may apply. Ask for

details. Rate subject to change without notice and based on creditworthiness. See card terms and conditions: tvacreditunion.com/credit-card-disclosure. 3. Some restrictions may apply. Ask for details.
Message and data rates may apply from your wireless carrier.

423-346-4644

3686 Morgan County HWY J*# ‘ 423-663-4330
Wartburg, TN 37887 J 4555800 SUlss ol LRe dusbisd 408 BAKER HWY
e T R ORI e s R T { HUNTSVILLE, TN 87756

685 SULPHER CREEK ROAD HELENWOOD, TN 37755
423-569-6259 4

WE‘RE PULLING FOR ALL
OF OUR LOCAL ATHLETES!!

Scott - Morgan [=-—"2° Scott - Morgan

1032 Main St, Wartburg, TN 37887 oL 17451 Alberta St, Oneida, TN 37841
(423) 346-6699 (423) 569-8830
Best wishes to all of our local teams!!!

McGill’s Garbage Service
423-250-3862

$25 per month
Weekly Pick-up
Use your can or ours

Serving ALL
areas of
Morgan County &’

We accept Cash, South Fentress

Check, Debit/Credit

We offer 209%9% military and senior discounts!
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Proud to be an American

I can honestly say that [ have been a patriot since
following our troops in World War II. How proud
I was when I saw a soldier in uniform going off
to war. I just had to see every WWII movie that
came out. I even wished I was old enough to help
my country out during the war.

In September 1945, as every city and town
were celebrating VE and VJ Day, I walked two
and half miles up to the court house square in
Wartburg to meet all the veterans. Then when
some of my relatives returned home from the war, I went up to my uncle’s
house to hear them talk about the victories in Europe and in the Pacific. |
could have listened to them all day as they shared their war stories of bat-
tling our enemies.

All through my school days I was a patriot and I praised my
country for being high on patriotism in the 40°s and 50’s. I just wished that
today we had half of the patriotism that we had after WWIL.

In high school I started collecting WWII books, and in the 1980°s -
2000’s I started collecting VHS tapes and DVDs. Now I have a library full
of WWII books and films.

I remember on November 22, 1963 when President Kennedy was
assassinated. I was teaching at Central Elementary at that time and when I
returned to my school, Harry Smith had all the students and teachers out
on the playground for prayer and pledging our allegiance to our wonderful
flag.

Tom Redmon
Columnist

As a teacher I would never start the day before we had pledged our
allegiance to our flag, and played our national anthem.

In 1971-72 I was teaching high school in Bradenton, Florida. The
schools had been integrated the year before and some schools had, had
problems. In my homeroom when we had our pledge to the flag and our
national anthem played, I had a boy by the name of Gary who refused to
stand. I had a little talk with Gary and finally he came around to do the
right thing. Many teachers didn’t feel like I did, but if many of our young
men, both black and white could go to war and give their life the least we
could do was to respect our flag. The Vietnam War was going on at that
time and we really owe those veterans a lot.

When I became principal in Manatee County, Florida I felt like I
could have my own program at Myakka City. I invited all vets and active
members of our military to come to our school on special days. I found an
ex-POW organization. The men belonging to this organization had served
in WWII and had been captured by the Germans. They were imprisoned
from their time of capture until the end of the war, so they are now called
ex-POWs. I loved those men and they came to my school several times. In
1994 they presented me with a plaque honoring me as the Manatee
Patriot of the Year. All thirty-five of those men are dead now. They were
very special.

I love America and it almost breaks my heart to see her the way she
is now.

I am hoping and praying for better leadership in Washington, D.C.
The liberals have tried to destroy our great land. I cannot understand why
so many Americans support this type of government. They are not the

WWII American POWs captured during the Battle of the Bulge
democratic party of old. Harry Truman and John Kennedy are probably
turning over in their graves. If you just look at the present democratic
platform you will know this is not the party of the 1950’s and 1960’s. This
is really socialism on the way to turning into communism.

I love Lee Greenwood’s song God Bless the USA. God has really
blessed the USA and He blessed me by letting me be born in the USA. I
graduated from high school in 1954; not with the highest marks, but the
vice president of LMU said “’Tom if you are willing to work, we will give
you an education. You know we gave Jessie Stewart and education and he
was poor like you. He worked here for less than you will be making. Now
Jessie is the author of many books.”’

My commander in basic training in the Navy, Company 190 told us
more than once that anything worth having is worth working for. I’'m really
glad that I worked for my college education. I didn’t need for tax payers
to pay for my education because my country gave me the opportunity to
make a success of my life. I took that opportunity and am glad I did. Many
people think that president Biden is paying those college bills. Believe me
that money doesn’t come from our government but from our tax paying
citizens, not Biden.

God bless America!
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AGAIN, MORTAL.
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ONE MOMENT,
5IR. ALLOW ME TO
PERUSE YOUR
AGREEMENT.

MY FINE DEMON, THIS CONTRACT IS A MESS.
THERE'S NO EXPLANATION OF HOW OF TEN | SHALL
RECENE MY BURGERS, THEIR FRESHNESS—

AND Y0u
MISSPELLED
"SouL" IN A

FEW CLAUSES.

| FEEL LIKE YOU'RE AND How DO | KNow
MISSING THE POINT. QOU CAN COVER THIS?

DO YOV HAVE
COLLATERAL?

COME ALONG, SIR.

| KNOW A GooD -
LAWYER. WE'LLGET | |&
THIS DONE UP

.@ PROPERLY.
N

FLASHBACK, By Mick Harper

1. Which duo released "Islands in the Stream"?

2. Who released "The Way We Were"?

3. Name the artist who wrote and released "Rock Me Gently."
4. Who wrote and released "Long Tall Sally"?

5. Name the song that contains this lyric: "Now I've heard there was a se-
cret chord, That David played, and it pleased the Lord.”

Answers
1. Dolly Parton and Kenny Rogers in 1983. The song was written by the Bee
Gees, who didn't release their own version until 1998.

2. Barbra Streisand, in 1973 in the film and on her album of the same name.
The song won a long list of awards, including Song of the Year.

3. Andy Kim (born Androwis Youakim), in 1974. A prolific songwriter, Kim
penned hits for several others, including the Archies and the Monkees.

4. Little Richard, in 1956. The song finally made it into the Grammy Hall of
Fame in 1999.

5. "Hallelujah," by Leonard Cohen in 1984 on his "Various Positions" album.
Initially rejected by the record company, it was a version that appeared in
the animated film "Shrek” in 2001 that brought the song much attention.
Legend says it took Cohen 10 years to write the song, which included 180
verses at one point. (c) 2024 King Features Syndicate

Amber Waves
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— In Loving Memory —

Wanda Rose Kennedy, 63

Wanda Rose Kennedy age 63,
departed to her heavenly home
on August 31, 2024.

She was preceded in death by
her Son: Brian Nelson, Mother
Dorothy Ann Rose, Brothers:
Donald (Punkin) Gregg, and
Jerry Rose.

She is survived by her children:

Stephanie &Travis Hamby
Nathan Nelson.

Father: Eugene Rose

Sisters and Brother-in-laws:
Tammie and Tim Willis, Patty
Nance, Karen Vespie and
Missy Wyatt.

Grandchildren: Brian, Wyatt,
and Emma One Great-grand-
child. Also surviving are
numerous nieces and nephews
and her four-legged companion
Emma.

Service Arrangements will be
made at a later date.

Schubert Funeral Home is
honored to serve the family of
Wanda Rose Kennedy.

Mlchelle Lee Jenkins (Shelly), 53

Michelle Lee Jenkins, (Shelly),
age 53 of Coalfield passed
away peacefully on Thursday,
August 29, 2024.

She was loving and kind. She
had a heart of gold and cap-
tured that in everyone around
her. She loved spending time
with her family and friends.

She was preceded in death
by her father, Lee Thomas
Jenkins, Sr.; Sister, Helena
Louise Williams and her baby,
Cody Williams; Brother, Lee
Thomas Jenkins Jr.; and
Nephew, Aaron Tray Gunter.

She is survived by her mother,
June Jenkins of Coalfield;
Sister, Cheryl & husband
Charles Woodstock; Brothers,
James Audley Jenkins (Jamie),

Charles & wife Tami Shedd
and Craig & wife Mary Shedd
Nieces, Hope Louise Jenkins,
Shyann Micole Jenkins, and
Danielle Turpin. Nephews,
Elijah James Freels, Peyton
Michael Lee McCarter, Lee
Thomas McCarter, and Cody
Bunch. Great-nieces and neph-
ews, Myia Freels, Maverick
Brys, Allenia Turpin;
Caregiver; Timber and her
best friend Amanda Laymance
And a host of other special
family members and great
friends.

The family will receive friends
on Tuesday, September 3,
2024 from 5-7 pm Schubert
Funeral Home, Wartburg.

Funeral Services will be at 7pm
with Bro. Jamie Basler
officiating. Graveside services
will be Wednesday, 11am
Western Cemetery, Coalfield,
TN.

Schubert Funeral Home is
honored to serve the family of
Michelle Lee Jenkins.

Obituaries must come from a funeral home to be in the newspaper.

Psalm 123:1
Unto thee lift I up mine eyes,
O thou that dwellest in the heavens.

Steven V. Jenkins, 74
United States Army Veteran

Steven V. Jenkins, age 74
of Wartburg passed away
September 6, 2024 at his
home. He was born Feb. 17,
1950 in Idaho Falls, Idaho.

Steven was in the United
States Army from 1971-1972.
He was a member of the
Grace Community Church in
Kingston. He enjoyed go-

ing fishing and clam digging
during the 48 years he and his
wife Susan lived in the North
Oregon. Steven retired and

the family moved to East Ten-
nessee. He enjoyed making
yard ornaments out of steel in
his shop and basket weaving
and he loved his cat Scratchy.

Steven is preceded in death
by his father Dwaine Jenkins;
mother Belva Jenkins, and
brother Jerry Jenkins.

He leaves behind his wife Su-
san Cain Jenkins; son Jere-
miah (Tara) Jenkins; daughter
Lea Hawkins; grandson Elijah
Jenkins; brother Eddie Jenkins
and a host of extended family
and friends.

The family is honoring Stevens
wishes to be cremated and no
services will be scheduled.

Schubert Funeral Home is
honored to serve the family of
Steven V. Jenkins.
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— In Loving Memory —

Donald Putz, 77
United States Air Force Veteran

Don Putz
April 4, 1947-Sep. 2, 2024

What a glorious day! On
September 2nd, 2024, Don
Putz, age 77 of Wartburg, was
reunited with his wife, Helen
and saw his Savior face to
face. The words of his favorite
song became reality “where
forever he will be with the one
who died for him, what a day,
glorious day that will be.”

Don was a faithful member

of Fellowship Baptist Church.
Don served his country in the
United States Air Force in
Viet Nam refueling fighter jets.
Through the years, he taught
drafting and was a guard at
the prison. He enjoyed spend-
ing time with family, going to
church, playing jokes on peo-
ple and eating ice cream.

Don was preceded in death by
his wife Helen and his mother
Beatrice Patrick.

He is survived by his son,

Jeff Putz, his sister Sandee
(Brian) Collins, his aunt

Margie Gibson, Brothers in law
Leslie (Diane), Stanley (Cathy)
and Wayne (Pam) Woods;
sisters in law Charlene Hall,
Gail Walker, Barbara Hall, Gail
Woods and a host of nieces
and nephews.

The family will receive friends
at Schubert Funeral Home in
Wartburg on Saturday, Sep-
tember 7 from 11 a.m. to 12
p.m. The funeral service will
follow at 12 p.m. with Bro.

Clayton Duncan and Bro. Ran-
dal Landrum officiating. Grave-
side service will be immediate-
ly after at Morgan Memorial
Gardens.

Schubert Funeral Home is
honored to serve the family of
Don Putz.

Psalm 86:4-5
4 Rejoice the soul of thy servant: for unto
thee, O Lord, do I lift up my soul.
5 For thou, Lord, art good, and ready to

forgive; and plenteous in mercy unto all

them that call upon thee.

Obituaries must come from a funeral home to be in the newspaper.
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Tile and Flooring

Ownhers: Shawn Hankes & Spencer Hankes

Conard Cooper
Our ofd friend ({nd Hagerty Client since 2022.

a He has been um?ewd"g yoe DA

DAVIS INSURANCE GROUP

Your vehicle spends most of its time oﬁ ofthe track.
Malke sure it is pro‘tec’ted.

5 We offer aﬁordab[e coverage OpﬁOlﬂSfOlr’ you race \Jﬁ[’l[C[ﬁ.

Give us a call foday!

423.346.4978

316 Eliza Street, Wartburg, TN 37887
Mon.— Fri. 9am-5pm

Allen G. Davis
Owner/Insurance Specialist
allendavisinsruance(@gmail .com
Jennifer Davis Ridge
Office Manager/Agent
jridge.davisinsmuance@gmail .com
Vanessa Taylor

Office Assistant/CSR/Notary Public
officedavisinsruance(@gmail .com
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From all of us

www.plateauelectric.com

MORGAN COUNTY

EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES

McDonalid's

Oneida, TN
Locally owned by
Kevin, Crystal, Danny §
Wanda Hailey

To Our Linemen
Our Law Enforcement Officers
Our EMT'S

Our Rescue Squad

9.1 PATRIO
-NEVER FORGET-

- All Our First Responders who
put their lives on the line for
ours.
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865-688-8886

L<LA KNOXVILLE

5| AT CALLAHAN DRIVE/

#{ GREAT DANE

470 Huntsville Industrial Dr.
Huntsville, TN 37756

(423) 641-7100

CHERYL
LLINS

he Highland
ONNECTION

HIGHLAND

865-938-4222
KNOXVILLE

1-75/ AT CALLAHAN DRIVE/

Keeping you connected.
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RAY VARNER@EZD

Used cars and Ford factory service
NOW OPEN to serve you!!!

1226 Knoxville Hwy, Wartburg, TN 37887
423-346-6227

Local therapists
serving local patients \,
with over 78 years of ’Q_.

combined ex POr [@Me®. G REI-lAblllTATlON CenTeR, Inc.
569-3222

Therapy

: Z  Physical - Occupational - Speech

Address:
19850 Alberta Street
STE 104
Oneida, TN 37841
“"Near EL Rey’'s”

Business Hours:
Mon, Wed, Fri
8:00 am - 6:00 pm
Tue & Thu
Appointment Only
Sat & Sun
Closed
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SUMMIT EZNINEYIDHI«]N
& URGENT CARE

MEDICAL GROUP
—— ATWARTBURG —

- .

FAMILY MEDICINE

Jonathan B. Laymance, M.D.
Seth Stewart, FNP-B.C.

Accepting new patients of all ages!
Most insurances accepted
including Medicare and TennCare.

URGENT CARE
Monday - Friday: 8am - 6:30pm
Saturday & Sunday: 8am - 4pm

Do not have to be a patient of SMG to visit Urgent Care!
Appointment required. Walk-ins if schedule allows.

1825 Knoxville Hwy, Wartburg f (423) 346-3600

BRANDON GAYLOR
(865) 776-1138

v/ JUNK REMOVAL k

/DUMPSTER RENTAL
¥/BRUSH REMOVAL
¥/ MATERIAL HAULING

You're in the stands... And your card's at howe.

Add your KTVAECU® Debit* and Credit Cards? to your digital wallet® so they're always available to use, and you can focus on the game.

Learn More! « (865) 544-5400 % tvacreditunion.com

Federally Insured by NCUA. 1. Available to qualifying Members. Some restrictions may apply. Fees may apply. Ask for details. 2. Available to qualifying Members. Some restrictions may apply. Ask for
details. Rate subject to change without notice and based on creditworthiness. See card terms and conditions: tvacreditunion.com/credit-card-disclosure. 3. Some restrictions may apply. Ask for details.
Message and data rates may apply from your wireless carrier.

Caring for our community

:\zﬂ GriffFith Family
PHARMACY

Wartburg

Q@ 1236 Knoxville Hwy
Wartburg, TN 37887

R 423.346.6337

Harriman

Your Community

PHARMACY

This pharmacy is independently owned and operated under

Health Mart

Q@ 1701 Roane State Hwy
Harriman, TN 37748

Q. 865.590.6337

@ griffithfamilypharmacy.com

alicense from Health Mart Systems, Inc.

oo StateFarm-

Randy McFarland

105 S Kingston Street
PO Box 690

Wartburg, TN 37887-0690
(423) 346-7670

www.randyismyagent.com

Jim Henry &

Associates

(3 COLDWELL BANKER

Real Estate Agent
Glenda Johnson

Direct: (865) 591-6900
Office: (865) 376-2121 x102
1 License: 251289 TN
~ glendaé900ebellsouth.net

With all my years of experience in Real

Estate, allow me to work for you with all
' your Real Estate needs.




September 10, 2024

RustyWallaceHonda.com

CONGRATULATIONS

‘4 KATELYN MCKENZIE STILTNER +

Chad Campbell
g the staff of

Rusty Wallace Honda

Congratu\ate
St||tner

the 2024 Boys &
Hall of Fame!!!

RustyWallaceHonda.com

KNOXVILLE

HONDA I1-75 AT CALLAHAN DRIVE/

865-938-4222
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Don’t Fall for Fake Police Scam

Con artists are pretending to be the police
department and demanding thousands of dollars.
The caller claims to be a “Sergeant” with the
police department and claims that since a court
appearance was missed, there is a warrant for im-
mediate arrest. The so-called Sergeant then asks
for the victim’s email address to which they send
documents to further validate their story.

David Zubler
Columnist

The fake documents include:
- Order Of Arrest United States vs Defendant
- United States District Court vs Defendant court date
- Postal receipt showing a signature that the mail was received
- FDIC Mass Action Plan for Recovery of PPP Plan Funds

At first glance, these documents look to be official and could
potentially fool any unsuspecting person. The idea is to make their scam
look legitimate.

The “Sergeant” states that the signed postal receipt proves they
should have already received the documents. Once the victim has con-
firmed they have no knowledge of the postal receipt being signed or
received by them or by anyone on their behalf, the “Sergent” goes on to
claim that there have been several postmen have been fired in the area for
fraudulently signing documents.

The victim is asked to carefully read a document which explains
the victim’s rights and responsibilities and is then told to answer a phone
call from the “Lieutenant”. After a short discussion with the so-called
“Lieutenant”, the victim is instructed to again answer when the “Sergeant”
calls back.

The victim is reminded that there is a warrant for their immediate
arrest for not making the court appearance. If they don’t go to the court-
house that day, the police will pick them up at their home. The “Sergeant”
tells the victim that since it involves the FDIC, bond should be posted be-
fore coming to the courthouse, to avoid remaining in police custody. The
victim is told he can use PayPal or Venmo to pay the FDIC.

The victim is asked to pay his bond and is told to remain on the
line so that the officer knows that he isn’t a flight risk. The scam keeps the
victim on the phone and does not give him a chance to contact anyone to
see if the scam is legitimate.

Although this scam involves anyone who took PPP funds during
the pandemic, con artists could come up with a scam that doesn’t involve
PPP funds.

Never make any payment until you have time to thoroughly inves-
tigate the matter. Once the money is sent, it may be difficult to recover.

David Zubler is a nationally known tax accountant and Enrolled
Agent that resides in East Tennessee. He is the author of six tax books
and a syndicated columnist who has shared tax advice on podcasts and
national TV and has been referred to as America’s Tax Guru. He is the
founder and president of Your Tax Care. He represents clients nation-
wide before the IRS and provides tax strategies, and tax education, in-
cluding David’s one-minute tax tip radio recordings at YourTaxCare.
com. David can be reached at (865)363-3019 or by email at
david@yourtaxcare.com.

GET MORE for your TRADE at
Rusty Wallace Kia of Knoxville!

Rusty Wallace Kia of Knoxville, Home of the 200,000 Mile Warranty!

Most Insurances
Accepted
Including Tenncare

474 Industrial Lane, Oneida, TN 37841 - (423) 286-2273
Mon-Fri 8:00 am to 6:00 pm

Dr. Mia Lasher & Dr. Irene Duck 4‘“
Quality Family Dental Care

Cleanings, Fillings, Crowns, Extractions, Partials & Dentures
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Historically Speaking

Meet Kenneth D. Nichols, the Father
of Oak Ridge: A Leader in the Making,
Part 2 (1929-1931)

By Ray Smith - Oak Ridge City Historian

Barbara Scollin brings us the second in the series
on Major General Kenneth Nichols.
skskosk

Ample reasons, most notably leadership
skills, personality traits and qualifications, led
to choosing General (then Colonel) Kenneth D.
Nichols as Deputy District Engineer and subse-
quently as District Engineer of the Manhattan
Engineer District (MED). In this capacity he had
supervision of the research and development
connected with, and the design, construction
and operation of all plants required to produce
plutonium-239 and uranium-235, including the
construction of the towns of Oak Ridge,
Tennessee, and Richland, Washington.

The responsibility of his position was
massive as he oversaw a workforce of both
military and civilian personnel of approximately
125,000; his Oak Ridge office became the center
of the wartime atomic energy’s activities. He also
was responsible for internal security operations
in the production facilities that helped keep the
development of the atomic bomb secret.

In this second installment of several
articles covering the life and accomplishments
of Kenneth D. Nichols, we explore his first tour
of duty and lessons learned to become the leader
needed for the Manhattan Project.

After graduating from West Point in
1929, Ken’s first assignment as a Second Lieu-
tenant with the U.S. Corps of Engineers was with
the 29 th Engineer Topographical Survey unit in
Nicaragua. He wrote and furnished survey data
and diamond drill data. Ken explains:

“Before building the Panama Canal, the
United States had given serious consideration
to a canal through Nicaragua. Congress rejected
that route only after someone pointed out that the
country’s national seal contained the images of
five volcanoes.

“However, the Inter-Oceanic Canal Board
was charged with comparing various proposals:
incorporating a third set of locks in the Panama
Canal, building a sea level canal across the
Isthmus of Panama, or constructing a canal
through Nicaragua. The [Nicaraguan] route we
were to survey offered a shorter trip between the
Atlantic and Pacific for about two-thirds of the
traffic then using the Panama Canal.”

Although the United States abandoned
the idea of a Nicaraguan canal by 1932, recently
the idea was resurrected by China. https://www.
theepochtimes.com/article/china-behind-super-
highway-that-targets-us-with-mass-migration-
economic-warfare-5610607

Ken summarized his Nicaraguan assign-
ment in his account HOW I CAME TO BE A
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER which could rightfully
be retitled “How I Came to be a Leader”. Ken
summarized the Nicaraguan tour and the impact
on his leadership training with his characteristic
humility:

“I learned far more during my tour as a
2nd lieutenant in Nicaragua than how to keep my
valuables dry. I found that West Point didn’t
actualy train 2nd lieutenants—they trained
prospective generals. I had a hell of a lot to learn
when I arrived in the field. In the Old Army the
noncommissioned officers tutored new officers
during basic troop duty.

“Sergeants Smith and McLean were quite
experienced, and... they constantly taught me
how the peacetime Army functioned. I learned
how to drill at the Academy, but I didn’t know

Handwriting on the back by General Nichols “On the dock at Granada, just before sailing for San Carlos
[L to R] Lt. Lane, Lt Nichols, Lt Mills, Lt. Rice” (Courtesy U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Office of History)

how to take care of my men and perform all the
field duties of engineer officers.

“I was always one day’s distance from
the next officer in the chain of command, so I
had to maintain a close relationship with my ser-
geants; we were sort of interdependent. I needed
all the help I could get!

On his first outing by boat Ken recalls,
“The first time we halted along the bank to gas
up the outboard motor I wrapped my rope around
a convenient tree extending out of the water.
Right then I learned a first-hand lesson about
tropical ants. To my regret, the tree was serving
as a flood haven for ants which immediately
swarmed over the rope onto a new haven — my
hand. It felt as if I had stuck it into a bed of hot
coals.”

Describing his camp life (for his first
eight months), “Each night we made camp fairly
early so as to be finished before dark... We
placed our cots and stuck poles around them into
the deep mud caused by the constant heavy rains.
Atop the poles we placed a sloping frame for a
roof made of sticks and vines tied together with
four layers of palm leaves over that, and then we
put up our mosquito bars.

“With our shelters in order, we then ate
our meal of crackers, beans, corn beef, sardines
and fruit. Getting ready for bed was quite a ritu-
al. I...stuck my leather boots down into the mud
so they would remain upright and not fill with
water. Then off came my wet clothing to be hung
outside on a stick.

“I put on my dry trousers and shirt and
crawled under my dry blanket. Before I fell
asleep, I thought of the stories my grandmother
told me about their pioneer cabin in Ohio and
wondered if they ever had to contend with rain
this hard.”

On a lighter note, he writes, “Occasion-
ally, I acquired a bed companion in these wild
surroundings. The cook’s pet ocelot would crawl
under the mosquito bar and curl up beside me on
my cot.”

Each week, Ken wrote to his family in
Ohio. His letters provide insight into the ex-
tremely difficult conditions of working in a
jungle with 400 of rain/year. After a long day,
typing a letter could be a challenge:

“Just crawled into bed with my typewrit-
er to finish writing letters, the mosquitoes chased
me to
cover. However, there is plenty of light under my
mosquitoe [sic] bar so I think I will be able to
finish a few letters before time to shut off the
generator for our lighting system.”

After apparently receiving a letter of rebuke
from his father, he responded, “So I haven’t been
giving you enough description of this country?
Well I will try to do better in the future, starting
with this letter. If the typewriter holds out, and it
doesn’t get too hot in this tent, this will be a long
letter.”

True enough, he proceeded to type three
pages describing the geography of Nicaragua and
its society, worthy of an encyclopedic entry. Af-
ter two years of absence from his parents, he was
clearly missing them. On May 9, 1931, he wrote,
“Tomorrow is Mother’s Day. If I were not so far
away, I would go to see you tomorrow, but they
don’t make airplanes fast enough to make the trip
from here. However, some Mother’s Day I may
be home. You have a wandering son, don’t know
where he will go next. However, home or away |
will be thinking of you tomorrow.”

By 1930 he was in San Carlos with his
first troop assignment in charge of the warehouse
and boat line.

Despite his junior status, he was brought
in to replace a problematic officer and to solve a
morale problem which he did. He was designated
Assistant Battalion Supply Officer, Assistant to
the Quartermaster, and Assistant Finance Officer.
In addition, he handled a court martial of the
cook (“vicious when drunk’) and various medi-
cal emergencies. He wrote home about one med-
ical incident: “I just took time out to doctor up
one of my men. He had a slight fever, probably
malaria, so he is now sweating it out as a result
of prescribing 24 grains of quinine and a mug
of hot coffee containing two whiskey glasses of
Johnny Walker and two of Bacardi Rum. [ am
expecting an increase of patients when the news
of my ‘treatment’ leaks out.”

While at San Carlos, he met an individ-
ual who would greatly influence his work in the
Manhattan Project. Ken recalls, “I also dealt with
1 st Lieutenant Leslie R. Groves, who would fig-
ure prominently in my career a decade later. ...
He was, even then, able to encourage and inspire
his command to get things done in a hurry.”

A specific incident provides insight to
Ken’s future relationship with Groves: “I found
that Groves tried to get more than his fair share
of fresh fruit and produce ...I told Sergeant
Jackson to refuse to give Groves more than his
quota. At the same time, friction also developed
between our noncoms when Groves borrowed
a boat for hydrographic survey. Sergeant Smith
kept our boats, including the bilge, absolutely
spotless.
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“When yet another boat was returned
dirty, Smith forced Groves’ sergeant to scrub it
out. [ was apprehensive about Groves’ reaction,
but he ...only said: ‘Nichols, I hear you are
taking good care of my men and furthering their
training when they work with you.’ Clearly, he
and I learned early on to respect each other’s
capabilities and methods which allowed us to
work together later on the Manhattan Project
(development of the atomic bomb).”

His letters home to family reveal his abil-
ity to quickly appreciate the workers assigned
to his command. They in turn, appreciated his
priority of making better living conditions. He
recalls, “Restoring morale in the camp was a real
problem. The hardships endured while surveying
in the jungle rain forest created constant frustra-
tions....Because of the jungle vegetation and the
weather, the men seldom saw the sun. I quickly
learned that if I visited each crew, each dayj, it
reassured them and the men didn’t feel so aban-
doned. Many times, I carried needed food to the
sub-camp so they wouldn’t have to wait for the
regular delivery of supplies.”

And, “Being isolated with men like these
was an education in the human problems of
command. Every man is an individual requiring
special handling to obtain the best results.” [em-
phasis added]

Early morning on March 31, 1931, a
large earthquake hit Nicaragua centered at Mana-
gua, the capital. At President Moncadas’ request,
the U.S. Army Engineers provided relief support.

Handwriting on the back by General Nichols: “Cadet K.D. Nichols at Transit, Surveying Course, U.S.
Military Academy, Plebe Year, 1925,” and by Jacqueline Nichols, “looking forward 20 years into the future
to 1945.” (Courtesy U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Office of History)

With earthquake damage to the city’s water sys-
tem, the Army engineers devised other means to
combat the fire and were finally able to contain it
after three intensive days of battling it night and
day. Colonel Sultan, Major Hawley, Lieutenants
Groves, Talley, Calvin, and Nichols received the
Nicaraguan Medal of Merit for their efforts.

At the close of Ken’s surveying tour of
duty, President Herbert Hoover sent Ken a letter
of appreciation. With his characteristic acknowl-
edgement of others, Ken summarized his Nicara-
guan tour:

“I reflected on the two years I had spent
in Nicaragua....those years proved to be the most
interesting and instructive assignment of my
career. ...l gained confidence coping with un-
usual situations and trusted my own judgment in
making the necessary decisions.However, Major
Hawley, and Major Gross in particular, ...spent
many hours discussing current problems and

solutions with me. I shall always appreciate their
counsel.” [emphasis added]

Ken was more than ready to 