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Okay so, it looks 
like the curse 
is on its way to 

being broken! All of 
Pappys teams (except 
the Oliver Springs 

Middle School Bobcats) won this week, Yay! 
So, it all started with the Cherokee Yellow 
Jackets winning and Rome did great once 
again. This time Kohen got in the end zone, 
too. That whole team works so hard!
	 At the very same time, the Oliver 
Springs Middle School Bobcats lost to the 
Rockwood Middle School Tigers. Trey got hurt 
so the referee took him out of the game. Mimi 
and Pap were so worried about him. He seems 
to be okay,  though. Thank God! Rodney was 
a bulldozer again. Then, cousin Peyton did his 
thing, on Friday (he plays for Rockwood High) 
we wanted him to do great and he did. But, the 
Roane County High School, Yellow Jackets 
was just too much for the Rockwood Tigers. 
The RCHS Yellow Jackets beat the RHS Tigers 
for the 10th year in a row. Yippie!
	 The Volunteers beat their foe of the 
week. Who-Hoo! So all in all, it was a pretty 
good week. Especially since, 
Trey is okay from that hard hit. 
Pappy says that is what really 
matters. Did I mention that this 
is Pappys favorite time of the 
year? The man wuffs his foot-
ball.

For more of my Pet Perspective 
like and follow me on Facebook 
at Ms Avery Pearl. 

Ms. Avery Pearl
Pet Columnist

Pet Perspective 
with Ms. Avery Pearl

DLARMC CHANGE IN MEETING TIME.  The Deer Lodge 
Abner Ross Center has changed its meeting date.  The Center will 
now meet on the third Monday of the month at 6PM.  Please make 

a note of this change.

Coalfield Genealogical and Historical Society Meets the second 
Tuesday of every month Senior Citizens Building at 6:00pm

Morgan County Republican Party meets the last Thursday of 
every month at 7pm at the American Legion in Wartburg

BINGO for adults is held on the 3rd Wednesday of each month 
from 10:30 – 11:30.

Our current hours are Monday 10:30-3:00, Tuesday 3:00-7:30, 
and Wednesday 9:00-12:00.

The Morgan County Tourism Alliance meetings are on the second 
Thursday of the month at 6:30 pm held at Tanners Cafe.

The Mt Hope Cemetery Assoc will meet Thursday September 14 @ 
6:00 pm at the Weidemann in Deer Lodge

The City of Sunbright is now accepting applications for 
a clerical position. Make arrangements to pick up/fill 
out an application at City hall. For more information 

call 423-628-5250
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In Loving Memory

Obituaries must come from a funeral home to be in the newspaper.

Mr. Bailey “Boxcar” Young, age 
75 of Wartburg passed away in 
his loving home on September 
28th, 2023.

Bailey loved going for rides up 
Gobey, tending to a garden and 
spending time with his family. 
He was a giving and loving hus-
band, father, grandpa, brother 
and uncle. He could put a smile on any-
one’s face by telling them stories of his 
younger years.

He is preceded in death by his parents, 
Gurley and Emilea Young; brother Es-
telle Young.

He is survived by his loving wife Wan-
da young; son Stacey and Misty Young; 
granddaughter Sydney and Jeremiah 
Gunter; wonderful sisters Dorris Mel-

horn and Betty Hamby; special 
nieces Brenda Williams, Ro-
salee Young, Buffy Copeland 
and nephew Henry Young who 
he loved like his own.

He was loved by a host of many 
more.

Bailey will be missed by many.

The family will receive friends Monday, 
October 2, 2023 at Schubert Funeral 
Home in Wartburg from 12:00-2:00 p.m. 
with the funeral to follow at 2:00 p.m. 
with Rev. James Griffith officiating.  In-
terment will follow in the McCartt Ceme-
tery in the Gobey community.

Schubert Funeral Home is honored to 
serve the family of Mr. Bailey “Boxcar” 
Young.

Bailey “Boxcar” Young, 75

Margie Fay Thomas Kenne-
dy, age 85, of Deer Lodge, TN 
passed away peacefully Sun-
day, September 24, 2023, at 
her home surrounded by her 
loving family.  Margie was born 
Oct 18, 1937 in Russellville, 
TN and graduated from Mor-
ristown High School and busi-
ness college in Knoxville while 
residing at the YWCA.  She attended a 
square dance in a college classmate’s 
hometown of Deer Lodge and met her 
future husband Farrell Kennedy.  She 
and Farrell were married on December 
21, 1958.

She worked at Highland Telephone in 
Sunbright before becoming the Post-
master in Deer Lodge in 1971.  She 
served as the Postmaster in Wartburg 
from 1977 until her retirement.

Margie was a loving mother and grand-
mother. She was a devoted and active 
member of the Deer Lodge Congre-
gational Church.  She enjoyed staying 
active with family and friends and loved 
traveling.  She enjoyed business and 

leisure trips with her husband, 
neighbor Jean Branstetter, 
friends, fellow postmasters, 
children, and grandchildren.  
She was an outgoing people 
person who could be quite talk-
ative.  She always appreciated 
the friendship of so many peo-
ple who treated her with such 
kindness.

Margie is preceded in death by her hus-
band of 54 years Farrell W Kennedy, 
parents Aldon Thomas and Ruby Estes 
Thomas, sisters: Mary Frances Atkins, 
Ann Newlin, Sarah Jane Thomas, and 
brother Johnny Thomas.

Margie is survived by her daughter 
Sandra Kennedy (partner Barry), son 
Thomas W Kennedy (Susan), four lov-
ing granddaughters: Elizabeth Kennedy 
(Lauren), Emily Taylor (Dean), Caroline 
Kennedy (fiancé Ryan), and Sarah Ken-
nedy, several nieces and nephews, and 
other special friends.

The family has requested a private ser-
vice.  

Margie Fay Thomas Kennedy, 85

Subscribe to the Morgan County Today by calling Subscribe to the Morgan County Today by calling 
423.346.2329 or emailing publisher@mocotoday.com423.346.2329 or emailing publisher@mocotoday.com
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	 Eight years ago, Gallup’s Annual Gover-
nance Poll, revealed that Americans are becom-
ing ever more disillusioned with the U.S. Con-
gress. Most participants of the survey believed 
that most members of Congress are “out of 
touch with average Americans” (79%), “fo-
cused on the needs of special interests” rather 

than the needs of their constituents (69%) and 
corrupt (52%). Andrew Dugan, a research con-

sultant out of London authored the revealing story in 2015. 
Since that time, the political polarization of the two parties has 
heralded in an unending stream of reports that evidence that 
Congress is infected with 
corruption, with no end in 
sight. Recent reports indicate 
that Democratic Senator Rob-
ert Menendez of New Jersey 
has been doing the bidding of 
Egyptian foreign nationals for 
wads of cash and bars of gold. 
His activities have not gone 
unnoticed, and the news cycle 
is inundated with reports on 
the potentially corrupt Senator.
	 Damian Williams, the 
United States Attorney for the 
Southern District of New York, 
and James Smith, the Assistant 
Director in Charge of the New 
York Field Office of the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation 
(“FBI”), announced on Sep-
tember 22 that an Indictment 
was unsealed, which charges 
Democratic U.S. Senator Rob-
ert Menendez, his wife Nadine 
Menendez, a/k/a “Nadine 
Arslanian,” and three New Jer-
sey businessmen, Wael Hana, 
a/k/a “Will Hana,” Jose Uribe, 
and Fred Daibes, with partici-
pating in a years-long bribery 
scheme.
	 It’s important to note 
this is the second time that 
Menedez has been charged 
with bribery and corruption. 
	 The previous charges 
that Menendez fought off were 
related to an alleged conspir-
acy where he received lavish 
gifts in return for pressuring 
government officials to benefit 
a Florida eye doctor. One of 
the assertions in that case was 
that the senator assisted in ob-
taining passports for the doc-
tor’s multiple girlfriends. The 
prosecutors alleged that Me-
nendez received over $750,000 
in money and other benefits 
including luxury vacations in 
exchange for using his political influence for the doctor. The jury 
deadlocked during the 2017 trial, finally the U.S. Justice Depart-
ment dropped the charges in 2018.
	 These latest criminal charges, however, have shaken the 
democratic political establishment. The states Democratic Gov-
ernor, Phil Murphy, the leaders of the Legislature, and the state 

party chairman called for Menendez to resign. The New Jersey 
Governor was quoted as stating:
	 “The alleged facts are so serious that they compromise the 
ability of Senator Menendez to effectively represent the people of 
our state. Therefore, I am calling for his immediate resignation,” 
A statement from U.S. Attorney Williams is also damming for 
the Senator, Williams was quoted as saying:
	 “As the grand jury charged, between 2018 and 2022, Sen-
ator Menendez and his wife engaged in a corrupt relationship 
with Wael Hana, Jose Uribe, and Fred Daibes – three New Jersey 
businessmen who collectively paid hundreds of thousands of 
dollars of bribes, including cash, gold, a Mercedes Benz, and oth-

er things of value – in exchange for Sen-
ator Menendez agreeing to use his power 
and influence to protect and enrich those 
businessmen and to benefit the Govern-
ment of Egypt.  My Office is firmly com-
mitted to rooting out corruption, without 
fear or favor, and without any regard to 
partisan politics.  We will continue to do 
so.”
	 These charges of bribery and corrup-
tion to assist foreign governments are es-
pecially concerning, because Menedez has 
been the chairmen of the Senate Commit-
tee on Foreign Relations. Menendez has 
temporarily stepped down from the post 
due to the bylaws of the Senate. 
	 Make no mistake, Senator Menendez 
has a long history of controversial politi-
cal positions. You may remember that af-
ter 9-11, Egyptian-American Imam Feisal 
Abdul Rauf attempted to build a mosque 

near the site of the World Trade Center. He 
received political and public money facili-

tated by Senator in his failed attempted to construct 
the mosque.
Responding to the charges, Menendez was quoted 
as saying: 
	 “The excesses of these prosecutors is appar-
ent, they have misrepresented the normal work of 
a congressional office. On top of that, not content 
with making false claims against me, they have at-
tacked my wife for the longstanding friendships she 
had before she and I even met.”
	 Senator Menendez’s problems are multiply-
ing, as Representative. Andy Kim of New Jersey 
announced on September 23rd that he will run 
against Menendez in the state’s Democratic primary 
for Senate next year. 
	 Senator Menendez may have a trunk full of 
political favors and influence that he will marshal 
in his efforts to avoid being found guilty, but Dami-
an Williams Jr. is not anyone’s fool. The Yale edu-
cated attorney is the same person who got Jeffery 
Epstein’s coconspirator Ghislaine Maxwell twenty 
years of incarceration. This will be an interesting 
case that could be a watershed moment for the fu-
ture of political corruption.

New Jersey U.S. Senator Robert Menendez Indicted 

Michael Nance
Columnist

Senator Robert Menedez, photo courtesy of the Senate Committee on For-
eign Relations.

Damian Williams Jr., Photo courtesy of the United States 
Attorney’s Office for the Southern District of New York. 
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Annual Mail out Fundraiser

Do you know how much your Local 
Fire Department saves you?

Every few years your fire department 
has to renew its ISO Rating, which is 
Insurance Services Office, Inc.  ISO 
collect and evaluates information form 
communities in the United States on 
their structure fire suppression capabil-
ities.   In each community evaluated, 
ISO analyzes the relevant data and 
assigns a Public Protection Classifica-
tion (PPC).  

A community PPC depends on:

The Fire Department is 50% of this 
rating.
The water supply system is 40% 
including condition and maintenance 
of hydrants, alternate water supply 
operations.
 911 communications is 10% of this.

How does this affect you, you ask?

ISO/PPC ratings help communities 
evaluate their public fire protection 
services.  Wartburg Volunteer Fire 
Department is a 5/5Y, which applies to 
the properties within a 5 road miles of a 
recognized fire station and within 1,000 
ft of a fire hydrant or alternate water 
supply.	

Wartburg Volunteer Fire Department 
is a Class 5/5Y.  We work very hard to 
get our ISO rating low, to help save the 
home-owners 30%-40% on their insur-
ance premiums. We hope for a better 
ISO rating in the future.

Our department helps with the follow-
ing: Fire Protection & Prevention, 1st 
Responder, Vehicle Accidents, Vehi-
cle Extraction, Haz Mat, Ambulance 
Assistance.

We are a 100% Volunteer Department, 
the men and women of our department 
do not get paid, they donate their own 
time to serve the community.  We are 
on call 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.  
We mainly depend on our fundraisers 
to keep our department solvent. We still 
have to have funds for fuel, utilities, 
gear, training and maintenance for our 
apparatus.   

We do not go door to door, or tele-
phone marketing to ask for donations.  
We strictly depend on our mail-outs 
and fundraisers.  Once a year we have 
“mail-outs” which gives you our com-
munity the ability to be able to help 
with our expenses, growth and to help 
obtain a better rating in the future.   
All assistance will be greatly appreci-
ated.
Glen Moore
Chief Wartburg Volunteer 
Fire Department
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Patriotism and Our Flag
	 How many men 
and women have giv-
en their life for their 
country? Thousands 
upon thousands have 
paid the ultimate price 
for our freedom. And 
many more will no 

doubt go to war if they are called. 
	 Since our forefathers came to the New 
World, we have had men who felt that their 
freedom was worth fighting for. Many of my 
relatives came to America because of the 
freedom of religion. Others came to the Unit-
ed States for economic reasons but you can 
bet the freedoms that are spelled out 
in the Bill of Rights had something 
to do with their journey. 
	 I remember in elementa-
ry school the pride and love we 
showed for our flag every morning. 
We pledged our allegiance to the 
flag every morning and when I got 
to Deer Lodge Elementary, we also 
read the Bible every morning. Our 
American flag should be a living 
piece of history and a source of 
pride and unity. Every American 
should look at the flag for what it 
has stood for in every conflict our 
men have been involved in and died 
in. Yes, the Stars and Stripes em-
body the very qualities that make 
our nation great. There would be 
no liberty, justice, or freedom if our 
forefathers hadn’t established our country by 
these standards. We have no king or queen so 
our flag is what we protect and stand up for. 
	 It hurts to see a lot of people show 
disrespect for our great flag. The flag is an 
important national symbol. When it was 
made the three colors had deep meaning. 
The red means hardness and valor, including 
the willingness to sacrifice our blood for the 
country; white stands for purity including 
our independence from other countries and 
blue stands for vigilance, perseverance, and 
justice. The 50 stars represent our fifty states 
and the 13 stripes represent our original 13 
colonies. 
	 Our flag continues to represent “One 
nation under God.” The liberals would like 
not only do away with our constitution but 
also our flag and what it should mean to 
every citizen. 
	 I guess the first time our flag was 
raised as a symbol of peace and unity was 
at Ft. McHenry in Baltimore Harbor on that 
fateful morning in the War of 1812.
	 But there are many more notable mo-
ments in our history that our national colors 
were raised to display a sense of peace and 
respect. 
	 Flying over the World Trade Center 
after 9/11.
	 In front of the boat of George Wash-
ington while crossing the Delaware.
	 Draped over President Kennedy’s 
coffin.
	 Planted on the moon in 1969 by 
American astronauts. 
	 Proudly raised by Marines on Iwo 
Jima in 1945.

Presented to brave American families at sol-
diers’ funerals. 
	 In 1776, Betsy Ross designed and 
made the first flag. Representing hope and 
belief of the thirteen colonies. They needed 
this one flag to unify the patriots and not to 
stir up confusion. 
	 I have wanted to contact one of the 
fifth-grade teachers and ask her if she would 
assign her students to write a theme entitled 
“Why I Love My Country’s Flag.”
	 Maybe that will come later but now 
I want to include one I wrote when I was in 
elementary school. 
	 Why I Love My Country’s Flag

Tommy 
Red-

mon – 1947
Miss Ruth James’ Class
I love my country so that also means I love 
my country’s flag too. 
	 I’m glad that I was born in the United 
States where we have freedom. All kinds of 
freedom. We can talk about our government 
if we want to. This is freedom of speech.
	 We can worship the way we want to 
and no one can make us worship any other 
way.
	 Our flag tells me we have freedom. 
Not all countries are free.
	 I learned in history that our flag flew 
at Ft. McHenry in Baltimore when the Brit-
ish Navy attacked us in the War of 1812. I 

learned that our brave Marines on Iwo Jima 
took a chance by putting the American Flag 
up on the highest hill. 
	 When I pledge to the flag, I thank 
my God for my America. When the music is 
played my heart feels good. 
	 Our flag has forty-eight stars on it and 
they stand for the states. The 13 stripes stand 
for the 13 colonies and the color stand for 
something. 
	 I already know at the age of 12 that I 
can be anything I want to be if I will work for 
it. This is America the land that I love. A few 
years ago, a lot of good men fought and died 
for my country. The big war was terrible but 

we fight to be free. One day I’ll be 
old enough to fight. I will go. 
	 In 1958 I joined the Navy. On 
December 12, 1958 I graduated 
from A-school. On January 6, 1959 
I graduated from Survival Training. 
On January 25, 1959 I was station at 
Guam. On February 10, 1960 I was 
stationed on the USS Midway and 
on March 3, 1962 I was assigned to 
Moffett Field, California. 
	 We all should serve our land. 
We all should love America. 
	 Do not take your freedom for 
granted. It cost a lot of American 
blood. Don’t let anyone tell you that 
America is not great. Don’t let them 
disrespect our flag. When you see a 

service man wearing his military hat or shirt 
tell him “Thank you for your service to our 
country sir.” 
	 We can get our great country back if 
you all stand up and fight. 
	 NOTE: In 1947 our flag had 48 stars. 
Alaska and Hawaii hadn’t gained statehood 
yet.
	 At Chick-fil-a last recently I was 
approached by six people who noticed my 
USS Midway Navy hat and thanked me for 
my service. We still have some great patriotic 
people who respect our American flag. 

Tom Redmon
Columnist

Flag Raising on Iwo Jima
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NOW HERE’S A TIP
By JoAnn Derson
---
* When I need to dust the ceiling, I don’t have 
a fancy contraption; I just use my broom. If 
you have popcorn ceilings, you can rubber band 
a feather duster to the end of your broom. Look 
around your house, and maybe you’ll find a sneaky 
cleaning purpose for everyday items. 

* Dirty candles can be cleaned up quickly with a 
leg of panty hose. Slip the candle in the hose, 
rub the outside of the candle and release. 

* “Rub banana on CDs with scratches. Wipe the ex-
cess off with a soft towel and make sure all of 
the banana is gone before you put it in your play-
er. It usually does the trick for me.” -- E. in 
Maine

* You can use a coffee filter to clean the screen 
of your television. It’s not scratchy and 

non-static. Be sure not to press down hard into 
today’s screens. And use only approved cleaners 
for your flat-screen and plasma television sets.

* “I purchased a medium-size colander with a han-
dle at the dollar store. I have it hanging on a 
hook in the kids’ bathtub. It’s much easier for 
them to scoop toys out of the water, and more fun 
too, I think.” -- A.C. in Nebraska

* Need to clean your iron? Scrub the face with 
salt. Then heat it and run the iron over the salt. 
I pour the salt on foil for even more heat effect. 

Send your tips to Now Here’s a Tip, 628 Virginia 
Drive, Orlando, FL 32803.

STRANGE BUT TRUE
By Lucie Winborne

* In 2014, there was a school in Tu-
rin, Italy, that had just one teacher 
and one student. Though the latter 
admitted to being lonely, officials 
decided to keep the school open 
as long as at least one pupil was 
enrolled.

* Altocalciphilia is the medical 
term for a shoe addiction.

* Embryonic bats go through a 
stage called “peek-a-boo,” when 
their wings grow to cover their 
eyes.

* Muhammad Ali’s star on the 
Hollywood Walk of Fame is the only 
star that is not on the sidewalk, but 
on the wall of the Kodak Theatre, to 
honor the boxing champ’s request 
that he “did not want to be walked 

on.”

* Pennies are used to adjust the 
time in London’s famous Big Ben 
clock tower. A single cent can 
change the pendulum’s center of 
mass and alter the time by 0.4 sec-
onds per day.

* Michael Bay filmed Megan Fox 
washing his Ferrari as her audition 
for “Transformers.”

* Halley’s Comet has two correct 
pronunciations. It can rhyme with 
“daily” or “valley” since its dis-
coverer, Edmond Halley, spelled his 
name six different ways during his 
lifetime.

* The 2003 invasion of Iraq was 
originally dubbed “Operation Iraqi 
Liberation” but quickly changed 
due to the fact its acronym spelled 
out “oil.”

* After learning that her husband 
had been killed in World War II, 
Mariya Oktyabrskaya sold every-
thing she owned to donate a tank to 
the Soviet Red Army, with the con-
dition that she be allowed to drive 
it. When the tank was hit by gunfire, 
she would not only risk her own life 
to jump out and repair it, but ended 
up becoming the first female tanker 
to receive the Hero of the Soviet 
Union award.

***

Thought for the Day: “Too many 
people overvalue what they are not 
and undervalue what they are.” -- 
Malcolm Forbes

(c) 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.
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INDIANS WIN BIG ON SENIOR NIGHT
FALL TO KINGSTON ON THE ROAD

By Richard Spears

  The Lady Indians had a huge Senior Night in their 6-1 District 
win over Rockwood at Jane Hoffman Field Tuesday (Sept. 26), 
with Oneida senior Rory Blevins scoring three goals for a hat 
trick, and fellow seniors Ali Smith and Emilee Sexton also driv-
ing goals into the Rockwood nets, along with Adysan Douglas 
to give the Oneida total score. Lady Indians Head Coach Phil 
Newport told the Morgan County Today,”We were very good on 
defense, and we generated a lot of shots offensively. We should 
have scored a few more goals, but we got a good district win. 
Our seniors all played well, especially Rory, Ayla Sims, Emma 
Hamilton, Ali Smith.”

 Oneida had an undefeated 5-0 district record going into Thurs-
day’s game on the road at Kingston. Newport had told the Mor-
gan County Today pre-season that Kingston would be his team’s 
biggest challenge in District play, and he saw how that challenge 
played out in Thursday’s (Sept. 28) loss to the Lady Yellow-
jackets, 4-1. “Kingston has two very dynamic scorers on their 
team, who each scored two for their team’s total,” Newport said. 
Oneida’s lone goal was booted in by junior Jillian Cross. New-
port added,”We had chances. I knew going in there it was going 
to be challenging. I was not disappointed with our effort. We 
grew up a little bit. Kingston is a very good team. I expect to 
see them again.” With the loss, Oneida is at the number 2 spot 
in the District, with Kingston atop the standings. Newport said 
the post season brackets are being worked out and will be an-
nounced soon. “With seven teams in our district, the tournament 
schedule is not set yet.” The Lady Indians have just one regular 
game remaining on their schedule, at Scott High on Thursday, 
October 5.

SCOTT FALLS ON ROAD TO
KINGSTON AND C-GAP

Scott had a tough game at Kingston Tuesday (Sept. 26), sus-
taining a 9-0 loss to the Lady Jackets, but the harder loss to the 
Lady Highlanders was the Scott goalkeeper Bella Sharpe, who 
was injured in what appears to be a season ending injury. Scott 
Head Coach Eric Henry said,”I had to use freshman Emily 
Rowe at keeper, she did a good job. We just didn’t create much 
in the way of offense.” By the half, the game was in Kingston’s 
hands, as they led at the break, 5-0.

 The Lady Highlanders traveled to Cumberland Gap Thursday, 
September 28, and fell to the Lady Panthers, 4-1. Scott Head 
Coach Eric Henry said,”We had good effort, but we were down 
two of our key players, with Bella and Jerica Stanley out.” 
Gap’s first score came by an on goal, and by the break the Lady 
Panthers addded two more scores to lead 3-0 at the end of the 
first frame. Henry said,”We missed two penalty kicks we should 
have made. We knew going in it would be a challenge. The girls 
never quit, even when they were down.”

 Scott has a busy week scheduled, at Fulton on Monday (Oct. 2), 
at District foe Gibbs Tuesday, Oct. 3, a final home game against 
Oneida Thursday (Oct. 5), then a first round District Tournament 
game against Union County on Friday (Oct. 6). Henry said, “Our 
game with Union will be at home, since we beat them regular 
season. After that, if we win, it’s at Anderson County.” 

Friday’s District tournament game versus Union County is set 
for 2 p.m.
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A story that is timeless, about family, 
love, hate, jealousy, greed, mistakes 
made, forgiveness and redemption- all 
set in an area that could be right here in 
our town- and some of the best music 
you will ever hear, all wrapped up in the 
play, “Bright Star,” is coming to the Scott 
County Christian Care Center Black Box 
Theatre stage, produced and performed 
by the Plateau Players on November 10 
through November 12. Bright 
Star comes on the heels of the 
Plateau Players’ wonderful 
staging of “Steel Magno-
lias,” directed by Ralph Tri-
eschmann, which just played 
to four full house audiences, 
three at the Care Center’s 
Black Box Theatre and one 
at Rugby’s Rebecca Johnson 
Theatre. Trieschmann told the 
Morgan County Today,”We 
didn’t know going in with 
Steel Magnolias what to ex-
pect, but right after opening 
night, there was a buzz about 
the quality of the  produc-
tion, on social media and in 
the community here in Scott 
County as a whole. By any measure, it 
was a huge success.” And, four sold out 
performances says it all.  He added,“Lo-
cal people doing excellent live theatre, 
and everyone loved it.”

 The production of “Bright Star,” directed 
by Glenda Gray, and fea-
turing well over a dozen 
talented actors, is a musi-
cal story written by Steve 
Martin and Edie Brickell. 
Brickell has been an adult 
contemporary music artist 
for years, and when you 
think of Steve Martin, 
disregard his history as 
a comedian, movie star, 
and star of Saturday Night 
Live, but think of Martin 
the accomplished banjo 
player who has toured for 
years with his band, the 
Steep Canyon Rangers. 
Martin himself, on a late 
night television show, said 
he prefers music to com-
edy, because, as he put it,”Everybody 
loves music.”

 This production represents the next stage 
(pun intended) for the Plateau Players, 
who were very active with live perfor-
mances over the past 15 years or so, 
beginning with regional playwright Clay 
Harris’ “Timber and Coal,” which was 

performed by local actors both in Scott 
County and at Knoxville’s Tennessee 
Theatre. As stated by Plateau Players’ 
President Tracey Stansberry, “In 2023 
we are continuing to celebrate our Ap-
palachian roots, collaborating with and 
joining the Appalachian Society of the 
Arts (ASotA) as it seeks to champion cre-
ativity, innovation to cultivate a dynamic 
community. We are thrilled to revive our 

in-person performances.” Stansberry 
played in numerous past shows, includ-
ing the role of Sally in “You’re a Good 
Man, Charlie Brown,” and had a role in 
Andrew Lloyd Webber’s “Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat,” both 
directed by Glenda Gray, who is also 

Tracey’s sister. Stansberry and Gray’s 
mother,Marjorie will be involved in the 
cast of “Bright Star,” as will Stansberry. 
Choreography will be directed by Appa-
lachian Society of the Arts Literary Di-
rector Cheyanne Leonardo, and she will 
be in the cast as well.

 The show’s female lead, Alice Murphy 

will be brilliantly played and sung by 
Samantha Connolly, a New Yorker who 
has ties to Scott County through Tri-
eschmann. “Ralph’s daughter, Abby is 
engages to my brother Patrick,” Connolly 
told the Morgan County Today. She said 
she had “A conversation with Glenda 
Gray while I was still in New York that 
lasted an hour and a half. I already had 
plans to move to Tennessee,I wanted to 

do the show, and everything 
fell into place.” 

 Alice Murphy meets and 
falls in love with Jimmy Ray 
(played by Seth McMillan of 
Robbins, who has performed 
professionally in Atlanta), and 
the trouble begins. Jimmy Ray 
is the son of the town of Zeb-
ulon, North Carolina’s mayor 
(played by Oneida’s Stephen 
Phillips), and the mayor has 
bigger plans for his son than 
for Jimmy Ray to just mar-
ry Alice Murphy. The mayor 
wants his son to marry into 
a family that will benefit the 
mayor’s produce business, or 

some other financial endeavor. To the 
mayor, there’s no place for romance. But, 
there’s a small problem. Jimmy Ray and 
Alice (pictured) seem to, in the words 
of the town doctor Norquist (played by 
ASotA President Ace Glaspy) be afflict-
ed “by a malady that we see around here 

sometimes that affects young 
women. You’re about eleven 
weeks pregnant.” To see how this 
situation is resolved, you gotta go 
to the show !

 “Bright Star” skips in time be-
tween the 1920’s and post WWII 
1940’s in North Carolina, and is 
based on a true incident. There 
are many layers to the story of 
Alice Murphy, and her beloved 
Jimmy Ray and all are revealed 
excellently in story and song 
on stage. Director Glenda Gray 
(pictured) told the Morgan Coun-
ty Today,”It’s a wonderful story 
about families in Appalachia with 
positive, uplifting music and will 
be a great experience for every-

one in the family to come and see on the 
live stage at the Scott County Christian 
Care Center.” The production of “Bright 
Star” will be staged November 10-12. For 
information about the show, and to re-
serve tickets, call

423-393-7640, or visit www.ASotA.art

PLATEAU PLAYERS TO PRESENT 
“BRIGHT STAR” IN NOVEMBER
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423-346-MEDS

Curbside Pickup
Free Delivery

1236 Knoxville Hwy • Wartburg, TN • inside Ambulatory Care Center 

Dr. James Griffith

Call us to transfer your prescriptions!

Mon-Fri: 9:00-6:00
Sat: 9:00-12:00

LIMITED-TIME CERTIFICATE ACCOUNT RATE SPECIAL

Federally insured by NCUA. 1. *APY = Annual Percentage Yield. Limited-time rate special. Some restrictions may apply. Term must be decided at the time of account opening and may not be changed over the 
term of the account.  All rates and offerings are subject to change. Penalty may be imposed for early withdrawal. Fees may reduce earnings. Talk to a financial advisor regarding individual scenarios. Ask for 
details. 2. One-time, bump-up request if the Certificate Account rate increases within the term of the Certificate Account. 3. With $10,000.00 in new money, add 0.10% APY to the APY rate featured above.   

Vis󰈎󰈎󰈎󰈎󰈎󰈎󰈎󰈎󰈎󰈎󰈎󰈎󰈎󰈎󰈎󰈎󰈎󰈎󰈎󰈎󰈎󰈎󰈎󰈎󰈎󰈎󰈎󰈎󰈎󰈎󰈎󰈎󰈎󰈎󰈎󰈎󰈎󰈎󰈎󰈎󰈎󰈎

EARN 5.50% APY1ON A

6, 9, OR 12-MONTH TERM $25,000.00
MINIMUM DEPOSIT 

ONE-TIME
RATE BUMP-UP2

ADD 0.10% APY
WITH NEW MONEY3

6

WHAT’S YOUR
LUCKY NUMBER?

12
9
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	 The geo-political impact, Ethiopia had on our 
deployment to Somalia, has never been high-
lighted. We found ourselves referees between 
two competing ideas about civilization. The 
Ethiopian Christian model. And the Radical 
Islamic model of Sharia in Mogadishu.

	 	 Ethiopia had been plagued by encroachment 
of Islamic ideas. Sudan to the South and West. 
Egypt to the North. The border with Somalia to 

the South. And, a long running civil war in Eritrea over control of shipping. 
Religion was at the center of every decision.
	 Somalia relied on the seasonal rains to supply water to the Nile tri-
butaries that flowed south into Somalia. Ethiopia and Egypt, require elect-
ricity in huge amounts. A decision was reached between the two nations to 
build a new hydro-electric dam along the southern edge of the White Nile.
	 The effect this decision had on the people of Somalia can never be 
overlooked. Government decided that Somalia was not as important as ra-
pidly growing Ethiopia and Egypt. Severe drought in the late 80’s and 90’s, 
led to the rise of Islamic fascism, as tribal Muslim’s defended their own 
water sources.
	 The people of Somalia had settled in to 12 basic families. Islam was 
not a priority for most regular Somali’s trying to survive without food or 
water. A charismatic Somali Army General, began to hijack food and water 
supplies coming from the United Nations.
	 In 1992, an American contractor, who had previously served in 
US Special mission units, was ambushed; and killed. Larry Freedman was 
Jewish. He loved America and Israel. He served in every conflict to include 
Vietnam. 
	 He was a founding member of Delta Force. Now, a Somali warlord, 
had ordered Americans ambushed and killed.  Larry would succumb to his 
injuries. Men he had served with, were now commanding our Task Force. I 
believe his memory drove decisions in planning our missions.
	 I believe the Somali people wore their Islam lightly on their slee-
ves. Family, food, and water were their priorities. Only the radical group 
of Muslim men behind the Habr Gadr Klan, made it their priority to keep 
America from succeeding. The fight for freedom had reached Mogadishu.
	 Mohammad Farah Aided was the leader of the largest Klan, strictly 
because of his ruthless policy of hijacking food supplies, and then black-
mailing other Somali clans before killing them one clan at a time. By 1993, 
only two tribes remained since civil war broke out.
	 We would enjoy limited support from the rival faction to General 
Aided and his Habr Gadr militia. The Abgal clan was hanging on in their 
fight for survival. Problem is, I do not know if their ideas were our ideas.
	  It was convenient for them to stay on the sidelines, and let us get 
rid of Aided and his leadership team. We would do the killing, and they 
would restore peace when the radicals had been eliminated. Finding anyone 
truly loyal to the Somali government proved most frustrating.
	 Task Force Ranger would be caught in the middle of a family feud, 
and a religious war. Neither side truly trusted us, and neither side had the 
UN vision for what eventual peace in Somalia looked like.
	  Did I mention that after the collapse of the Soviet Union, Mogadis-
hu had become the worlds largest outdoor gun market. Russian Generals 
defected and sold their weapons in masse. Corruption plagued any govern-
ment America aspired to install in Mogadishu. Russia pretended to support 
the UN.
	 Italy also had a contingent of peacekeepers stationed in the area 
occupied by the people we were chasing. Intelligence had assessed that the 
Italian’s had become complicit in hiding Aided and his command infrast-
ructure from the pursuit of the UN peacekeeping force.
	 Myself and Aaron Weaver would be called upon to drive to their 

compound, and escort an intelligence officer to discuss options we hoped 
they would consider. Their arrogance would end in the Italians tucking tail, 
packing up, and leaving Somalia. Now we could freely operate without UN 
interference.
	 While parked inside the gate of the Italian command compound, I 
believed Aided entered the complex right before our eyes. The Italians were 
adamant about us not keeping our weapons loaded.
	  As a suspicious vehicle entered the place, the Italians yelled for 
them to get out of here, the Americans were here looking for the General. 
To this day, I still believe it was General Aided who was 30 feet away, and 
we could do nothing.
	  We alerted TFR headquarters as they scrambled a RECCE bird to 
track the suspicious vehicle. Rangers did their Job. Time had allowed for 
an escape, and the wrong vehicle was tracked to a suspicious house across 
town. 
	 The ground assault force launched, and we raided the home of the 
man in the white vehicle the recce bird tracked. We were successful in 
arresting the police chief who supported us. Intelligence was gathered, as I 
was questioned about the surety of my sighting. 
	 My men agreed that the man we saw closely resembled the General 
we were hunting. The man we arrested was not the man we saw. The wrong 
vehicle was tracked, no one was injured, and Somalia now knew we meant 
business. I counted it as a successful Ranger lesson in courage.
	 This was the beginning of the journey our platoon took to Mogadis-
hu, Somalia in Summer of 1993. Warfare was real, and the Ranger creed 
echoed in all our minds. The mission to capture Aided and his men had 
begun with a successful rehearsal mission without casualties.
	 My two vehicle teams would take part in 5 more successful raids. 
On three missions, our platoon would be fired upon, and return fire with 
minimal casualties. Young Rangers, began to prove why the Regiment is 
the best Infantry force known to man. 
	 Nighttime was the right time for operations in Somalia. Our success 
may have contributed to the decision making that went in to our daylight 
raid preparations of October 3. Our success contributed directly to the deci-
sion to conduct a daylight, precision raid.
	 Many men would call out to God, as bullet’s, bombs, and rockets 
saturated the roads we were fighting to stay alive upon. Now we all would 
be required to come good on the Ranger creed.
	 He was crucified upon a cross of wood, yet he created the hill upon 
which it stood.
	 He is alive forevermore, and he is returning for his virgin bride very 
soon. John Burns 11-15-2022

	 Staff Sergeant John Burns enlisted into the United States Army on September 
23, 1987 as an 11C Infantry Mortarman. He graduated from the 7th Infantry Division, 
Ranger Class 11/89 and served in the invasion of Panama, Desert Storm and the Battle 
of Mogadishu while assigned to the 75th Rangers. 
	 Some of his many decorations, awards and badges include; Bronze Star 
Medal for Valor, Purple Heart, Meritorious Service Medal, Sniper Badge, Pathfinder 
Badge, Master Parachutist Badge, Combat Infantry Badge and Expert Infantry Badge. 
Throughout his prestigious military career, he traveled to forty-five countries on five 
continents and all but two states while serving in the military. 
	 He currently serves as the Chaplain for the Special Operations Warrior Foun-
dation. His devout faith demonstrates to all he comes into contact with that he believes 
nothing but the blood of Jesus Christ can cleanse us from all unrighteousness. He 
enjoys writing and teaching God’s Word while sharing his faith with a dying world.

John Burns
Opinion Columnist

Opinions expressed by readers and columnists do not necessarily reflect those of Morgan County Today

The Nile River, Ethiopia
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Historically Speaking
Why Rugby, a historic Tennessee 
site, flourished and floundered
By Ray Smith - Oak Ridge City Historian

Carolyn Krause brings us a two-part series on His-
toric Rugby, the utopian community originally built 
in 1880 for more than 300 British immigrants and 
Americans in the wilderness of East Tennessee’s 
Cumberland Plateau. The series is based partly on 
the perspective of Fred Bailey, retired professor of 
history at Abilene Christian University and published 
author of articles and books. He has been teaching 
courses on Queen Victoria’s England at the Oak 
Ridge Institute for Continued Learning, or ORICL, 
at Roane State Community College’s Oak Ridge 
campus.

Many Oak Ridgers have visited Historic Rugby and 
some of its original 65-70 buildings of Victorian 
design. Even though the town declined between 1890 
and 1900, Rugby today is both a living community 
surrounded by rugged river gorges and historic trails 
and a fascinating public historic site run by Histor-
ic Rugby. Visitors are offered a museum, historic 
building tours, lodging, stores, and an events center. 
Open to the public since 1966 as a nonprofit 501(c)3 
site, Rugby is recognized by the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation.

Visit www.historicrugby.org for information on up-
coming events. Enjoy Carolyn’s story about Rugby:

***

Thomas Hughes (1822-96) was a distinguished 
British citizen who had a vision for a utopian town he 
wanted to build in rural East Tennessee. He chose to 
name it Rugby after the school he attended for eight 
years. A better athlete than student, he played cricket 
and rugby, the sport that was invented at his alma 
mater.   
   
Hughes was an English lawyer, judge, politician 
and author of the popular and immensely influential 
children’s book “Tom Brown’s School Days” (1857). 
The second son of John Hughes, he conceived of the 
town partly as a farming community for the younger 
sons of English gentry.
   
According to the Historic Rugby website, “Under 
the custom of primogeniture, the eldest son usually 
inherited everything, leaving the younger sons with 
only a few socially accepted occupations in England 
or its empire. In America, Hughes believed, these 
young men’s energies and talents could be directed 
toward community building through agriculture. The 
townsite and surrounding lands were chosen partly 
because the newly built Cincinnati-Southern Railroad 
had just completed a significant line to Chattanooga, 
opening up this part of the Cumberland Plateau.”
   
Hughes wanted to give the young British men useful 
tasks to perform as well as recreational opportuni-
ties, such as playing cricket and rugby, to make their 
bodies strong and healthy and to create the spirit of 
teamwork. He envisioned this model community as 
a shining city on the plateau and as a cooperative en-
terprise that reflected “a cultured, Christian lifestyle, 
free of the rigid class distinctions of Britain,” accord-
ing to the Historic Rugby website (historicrugby.org).
   
According to Fred Bailey, a retired history professor 
who gave a lecture on the history of Rugby, Tenn., to 
an ORICL class, Rugby was one of the 2,000 some 
utopian communities that sprang up in the 19th cen-
tury in the United States. A utopian community has 
been defined as “a group of people who are attempt-
ing to establish a new social pattern based upon a 
vision of the ideal society and who have withdrawn 
themselves from the community at large to embody 
their religious or secular vision in experimental 
form.”  
   
What was Hughes’ vision of an ideal society? Bailey 
said that Hughes saw the Rugby community as “a 
grand utopian experiment premised upon Christian 
socialism and bolstered by muscular Christianity.” 
These movements that were embraced by Hughes 
and that will be addressed in the second part of this 
series, provided a religious rationale for action to 
address social injustices believed to be caused by the 

perceived sins of capitalism, industrialization and 
warmongering.
   
In October 1880, Hughes gave a speech almost an 
hour long at the dedication of the new community of 
Rugby. According to Bailey, the core of what Hughes 
had to say was this: “We’re about to open a town here 
to create a new center of human life in this strange-
ly beautiful solitude center in which, as we trust, 
healthy, hopeful, reverent or in one word ‘godly’ life 
shall grow up from the first, and shall spread itself, 
so we hope, over all the neighboring regions of the 
southern highlands.”
   
“The Rugby colonists,” Bailey added, “were trying 
to raise vegetables for sale and then haul them eight 
miles to the nearest railroad where they would either 
be shipped northward to Cincinnati or southward to 
Chattanooga.” It was hoped that their agricultural 
pursuits would make the residents prosperous and 
enable the community to grow.
   
According to the Historic Rugby website, the utopian 
community “both flourished and floundered in the 
1880s, attracting widespread attention on two con-
tinents and hundreds of hopeful settlers from both 
Britain and other parts of America. By 1884, Hughes’ 
vision seemed close to becoming a thriving reality.
   
“An English agriculturalist had been employed to 
help train new colonists. Some 65-70 graceful Victo-
rian buildings had been constructed on the townsite, 
and over 300 residents enjoyed the rustic yet cultural-
ly refined atmosphere of this ‘New Jerusalem.’
   
“Literary societies and drama clubs were established. 
The grand Tabard Inn soon became the social center 
of the colony. The Thomas Hughes Public Library, 
with some 7,000 volumes donated by admirers and 
publishers, was the pride of the colony. Rugby print-
ed its own weekly newspaper. General stores, stables, 
sawmills, boarding houses, a drug store, dairy and 
butcher shop were all in operation.”
   
Bailey mentioned some problems that helped lead 
to the departure of many colonists by the turn of the 
century. People disagreed about land titles, raising 
questions about who originally owned the land and 
who had a legal claim to land grants or purchases. 
The land was not as fertile as government pamphlets 
had maintained. The second sons of the British gen-
try did not know how to farm. The tomatoes being 
grown were low in quality and eventually quantity as 
a drought caused the tomato plants to shrivel up and 
die. 
   
According to the Historic Rugby website, a typhoid 
epidemic in 1881 and two inn fires in 1884 and 1889 
were among the disasters that plagued the communi-
ty. “Hughes – whose aged mother Margaret Hughes, 
brother Hastings and niece Emily lived in Rugby 
during its early years – managed to spend only a 
month or so each year in the colony. But he poured 
more than $75,000 of his own money into the effort 
to build the community in the wilderness.
   
“Despite the problems, Hughes never gave up on 
Rugby’s future. In a letter to some of the remaining 
settlers shortly before he died in 1896, Hughes wrote 
poignantly: ‘I can’t help feeling and believing that 
good seed was sown when Rugby was founded and 
someday the reapers, whoever they may be, will 
come along with joy bearing heavy sheaves with 
them.’”
   
Hughes’ legacy included five sons and four daugh-
ters. Bailey noted that the oldest daughter, Lilian, 
perished in the sinking of the RMS Titanic ship in 
1912.
 
***

Next: Carolyn Krause will present information on 
the philosophy, writings and British Christian move-
ments embraced by Thomas Hughes, founder of 
Rugby, Tenn., including the movement that became 
known in our nation as the social gospel movement.
 

Thomas Hughes. Wikipedia

Fred Bailey’s artistic slide on Thomas Hughes’ vision for 
Rugby, Tenn. Provided by Fred Bailey

Thomas Hughes Public Library in Rugby, which holds 
about 7,000 books. Hughes’ 1857 children’s novel, “Tom 
Brown’s School Days,” is prominently displayed in the 
library. Provided by Historic Rugby

A statue of Thomas Hughes stands outside Rugby School 
Library in England. Thomas Brock was the sculptor of 
the statue, which was unveiled in 1899.  Wikipedia
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Letters to churches: In preparation for those grand visions which would 
constitute the book of Revelation, the apostle John was confronted by the 
risen Christ on the island of Patmos. Jesus was said to be “in the midst” of 
the seven golden lamp stands, which represented seven congregations of 
the Lord’s body in Asia (1:13, 20). Later, Christ was characterized as “he 
who walks (present tense---“constantly walks”) among the seven golden 
lamp stands” (2:1). Since the Lord ever moves among his people, one is 
not surprised to learn that he is intimately aware of what transpires within 
his church. Accordingly, in the letter to the seven congregations, the Bible 
student is repeatedly reminded that the Son of God “knows” the nature 
of their circumstances (2:2, 9, 13, 19: 3:1, 8, 15). Based upon his perfect 
knowledge, Christ commended those qualities which were to be enhanced. 
Similarly, he addressed some changes to be effected if heaven was to be 
obtained. The epistles to the seven churches follow a general pattern of 
development. They contain a salutation from the Lord, a commendation of 
virtues when justified, a condemnation of wrongs where warranted, an ex-
hortation to continued fidelity, and finally, a promise of exaltation to those 
who “overcome.”
   (Rev. 2:1-7) Ephesus---The church in Ephesus (a few miles inland from 
the west coast of Asia Minor) had its beginning in Acts chapter eighteen 
and nineteen. Paul’s letter to the Ephesians was to this congregation.  Jesus 
introduces himself as walking in the midst of these churches (1:20), holding 
the “messengers” in his hands; this denotes intimate knowledge and diligent 
care. Christ knows their activity; they had labored hard and endured per-
secution. They had rejected false apostles, and had remained strong under 
pressure. These saints hated the false doctrines of the Nicolaitans (a hereti-
cal sect not specifically identified). However, they had let their original love 
grow cold, and such was a mark against them. They had “fallen” and were 
admonished to “repent,” otherwise, they would be disowned as a church be-
longing to Christ. The Ephesians were encouraged to listen to the message 
of the Spirit (as conveyed by inspired teachers and Scripture). Those who 
overcome (a key word in this book, occurring seventeen times) would enjoy 
the paradise of heaven (22:2, 14).
   (Rev. 2:8-11) Smyrna---Smyrna (thirty-five miles north of Ephesus) is 
next addressed by Christ, who is identified as “the first and the last” (eter-
nally existing one), who was dead but was resurrected. Jesus is intimately 
aware of their pressures and their extreme material poverty (possessions 
likely confiscated), yet they were rich in spiritual treasures (Mt. 5:11-12). 
They had been subjected to persecution by those who claimed to be Jews, 
but who disgraced that name. This was the city in which Polycarp, a disci-
ple of John, had been burned at the stake for his Christian faith (A.D. 155); 
and the Jews were foremost in abetting the crime. They blasphemed the 
name of Christ; in reality, therefore, they were a “synagogue of Satan.”
   There was more suffering to come. The influence of Satan would be felt 
through civil sources. Christians would be cast into prison and such would 
try their faith. “Ten days” is a figure of speech for a relatively short while. 
The saints were urged to “be faithful unto death” (“even if you have to die, 
do not surrender your faith”). This is just how important Christianity is! 
It is a life and death proposition. Again, Christians are warned to listen to 
the Spirit’s teaching (v.7). Those who overcome will be able to escape the 
“second death,” which is a reference to hell (20:4-6).
   (Rev. 2:12-17) Pergamum---Pergamum was approximately fifty-five miles 

northeast of Ephesus. Jesus is described as one who has “the sharp two-
edged sword,” a figure of speech for his word (1:16; 19:15; 2 Thes. 2:8; 
Heb. 4:12); the imagery hints of judgment. The city is depicted as the site 
of “Satan’s throne.” It accommodated various pagan temples. The saints 
were commended for “holding fast” the Lord’s name and his “faith” the 
new covenant, even in the face of the murder of one of their people. But 
they had flaws that needed correction. Some held to the doctrine of Balaam 
(Num. 25:1-2; 31:16), which involved idolatry and fornication (likely as an 
act of worship!). Also, some held to the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, un-
like their brethren at Ephesus, who hated this philosophy (v.6). They were 
admonished to “repent,” or else Christ would speedily bring judgment by 
his powerful word. They must heed the Spirit’s teaching (v.7). Those who 
overcame would receive “hidden manna” and a “white stone.” The former 
may suggest sustaining care (Ex. 16:4, 15; Psa. 105:40; Neh. 9:15), while 
the latter possibly hinted of vindication (in jury trials a white stone indicat-
ed acquittal). The “new name” appears to be that of Christ himself (3:12; 
14:1; 22:4), suggesting fellowship in his glorious presence. 
   (Rev. 2:18-29) Thyatira---Thyatira (the home of Lydia in Acts 16:14-15) 
was fifty-two miles north of Smyrna (v.8). The description of Christ reflects 
the vision of chapter one (v. 14-15). These Christians are commended for 
their good works, love, faith, and endurance under stress. Moreover, they 
had grown in their service. But there were serious problems. They tolerat-
ed a false “prophetess” who was similar to Jezebel, wife of Ahab (1 Kings 
16:30-33; 19:1-2); she “seduced” God’s people into sexual corruption and 
idolatry. She had been given time to repent, but was stubborn in her resis-
tance. Both she and her immoral partners would be sorely punished if they 
continued in this filthy rebellion. Her “children” (converts) would be sub-
jected to a severe judgment as a disciplinary lesson for all congregations. 
With his penetrating vision, Christ would judge these church members 
“according to their works.”
   To the rest in Thyatira (those who have not accepted these false teaching 
and practices, indeed these “deep things of Satan”) (there are levels even of 
depravity), upon them no extra burden will be imposed. Nevertheless, they 
are admonished to “hold fast” until the Lord’s coming. Not that they would 
experience the second coming of Christ in their lifetime, but eventually 
they would meet him in judgment.
   Those who endure the trials must keep on “overcoming,” and the “works” 
which the Lord commands they must obey with diligence. Christians are 
granted “authority over the nations” by their example in keeping the law 
of Christ (Mt. 19:25; 1 Cor. 6:2; Heb. 11:7). At the appropriate time, Christ 
will “rule” (break Psa. 2:9) his enemies with the “rod” of his judgment, and 
his people will share in that victory, just as he shares the victory with his 
Father. There is no reference here to an earthly, millennial reign of Christ. 
He is now presently reigning over all, who by the grace of God, come to 
faith in His Son and confess that faith in repentance and immersion into 
Christ to have their sins remitted. With that, you are in the Lord’s army 
24-7. He is your commander and King and High Priest (Luke 9:23 “And he 
said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and 
take up his cross daily, and follow me.)” The “morn-
ing star” is likely is a reference to Christ himself and 
the dawning of a new day in the actual presence of 
Jesus personally (22:16). Listen to the Spirit (v.7).
. 
BIBLETALK.TV Mike Mazzalongo
FortifyYourFaith.org 

MELVIN HOWARD

Melvin Howard’s Weekly column is sponsored by

The Lord’s Church
102 Paxton Road, Lancing

Revelation Chapter 2

Opinions expressed by readers and columnists do not necessarily reflect those of Morgan County Today
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SENIOR 
NEWS 
LINE
By Matilda Charles

Skip the Yard Sale

If all the decluttering you did 
over the summer has now 
left you with piles of belong-
ings, you might be ready to 
just have it all gone.

And you might say, “I think 
I’ll hold a yard sale!” If you’ve 
been to several yard sales, it 
looks so easy.

Holding a yard sale is a lot 
of work! There’s all that sort-
ing, and pricing, and carry-
ing, and recruiting of help, 
not to mention going around 
to post flyers (and taking 
them down after the event), 
as well as worrying whether 
the weather will cooperate 
with a mild, non-rainy day. 
And then you carry back into 
the house all the things you 
didn’t sell and stack them up 
again.

When you really just want it 
all gone, you have a few oth-

er choices. What you need 
to remember is the “twice” 
rule: Only pick up and carry 
an item twice. You pick up an 
item and put it in your vehi-
cle, and you pick up that item 
to take it to its final spot. 
That’s it. 

A consignment shop near 
you can help you earn a few 
dollars for items in good con-
dition. Some will concentrate 
on clothing and others might 
prefer bric-a-brac and knick-
knacks. Be sure to clarify the 
details before you take your 
items to drop off: How is the 
pricing decided and what cut 
does the shop take? Is there 
a time limit on how long your 
items can stay there? Is your 
agreement in writing?

Donations to charity organi-
zations such as Goodwill or 
The Salvation Army won’t get 
you any cash, but you might 
end up with a small tax de-
duction if you get a receipt. 
Check their websites for 
information on how to calcu-
late the value of your dona-
tions.

Remember: Only pick up an 
item twice!

(c) 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.

FLASHBACK
By Mick Harper
---
1. Name the group that released the 1966 version 
of “Cherish.”
2. Who wrote and released “Just When I Needed 
You Most”?
3. What prompted Neil Diamond to write “Sweet 
Caroline”?
4. Who released “Heaven Must Be Missing an An-
gel”?
5. Name the song that contains this lyric: “Our 
guardian star lost all its glow the day that I lost 
you. It lost all its glitter the day you said no.”

Answers

1. The Association. The song went to No. 1 and 
ended the year as the No. 7 song per Billboard -- 
until the rankings were revised and the song end-
ed up as No. 2.
2. Randy VanWarmer, in 1979. VanWarmer’s re-
cording company didn’t especially like the song, 
but it topped the adult contemporary chart.
3. Diamond wrote the song after seeing a photo of 
President Kennedy’s daughter Caroline.
4. Tavares. The song was too long and had to be 
split between a- and b-sides of the records.
5. “Mr. Blue,” by the Fleetwoods, in 1959. The 
song isn’t to be confused with the Catherine 
Feeny “Mr. Blue” that ended the season six fi-
nale of “BoJack Horseman,” the animated adult 
comedy TV series. Although the Fleetwoods’ song 
might have been the better choice.

	 Due to droughts affecting almost all 50 
states, the IRS is providing farmers tax relief.
	 The IRS recently made an announcement 
to remind eligible farmers who were forced to sell 
livestock due to drought. They may have an extend-
ed period of time in which to replace their livestock 
and defer tax on any gains from the forced sales.
	 The sales must be solely due to drought, 
causing an area to be designated as eligible for fed-

eral assistance. The designated area includes 49 states, 
the District of Columbia, two U.S. Territories, and 

two independent nations in a Compact of Free Association with the United 
States.
	 The relief generally applies to capital gains realized by eligible 
farmers on sales of livestock held for draft, dairy, or breeding purposes. 
Sales of other livestock, such as those raised for slaughter or held for sport-
ing purposes or poultry, are not eligible.
	 The IRS posted Notice 2023-67 listing the applicable areas, a coun-
ty, or other jurisdiction designated as eligible for federal assistance on IRS.
gov. This includes 49 states, the District of Columbia, two U.S. Territories, 
and two independent nations in a Compact of Free Association with the 
United States.
	 The one-year extension, announced in the notice, gives eligible 
farmers and ranchers until the end of their first tax year after the first 
drought-free year to replace the sold livestock. The sales must be solely 
due to drought, causing an area to be designated as eligible for federal 
assistance. Livestock generally must be replaced within a four-year period 
instead of the usual two-year period.

	 The sales must be solely due to drought, causing an area to be 
designated as eligible for federal assistance. Livestock generally must be 
replaced within a four-year period instead of the usual two-year period.
	 As a result, eligible farmers and ranchers whose drought-sale re-
placement period was scheduled to expire on Dec. 31, 2023, in most cases, 
now have until the end of their next tax year to replace the sold livestock. 
Because the normal drought-sale replacement period is four years, this ex-
tension impacts drought sales that occurred during 2019. The replacement 
periods for some drought sales before 2019 are also affected due to previ-
ous drought-related extensions affecting some of these localities.
	 The IRS can extend this replacement period if the drought contin-
ues.
	 The IRS provides this extension to eligible farmers and ranchers 
who qualify for the four-year replacement period if the applicable region 
is listed as suffering exceptional, extreme, or severe drought conditions 
during any week between Sept. 1, 2022, and Aug. 31, 2023. This determi-
nation is made by the National Drought Mitigation Center.
	 Details, including an example of how this provision works, can 
be found in Notice 2006-82, available on IRS.gov. More information on 
reporting drought sales and other farm-related tax issues can be found in 
Publication 225, Farmer’s Tax Guide, available on IRS.gov.

David Zubler is a tax accountant and Enrolled Agent in East Tennessee, providing tax 
strategies and representing clients before the IRS, and has over 25 years of tax expe-
rience. He is the author of six tax books and has shared tax advice on national TV. He 
is the founder and president of Your Tax Care. The company provides business and tax 
education, including David’s one-minute tax tip radio recordings at YourTaxCare.com. 
David can be reached at (865) 363-3019 or contacted by email at david@yourtaxcare.
com.

David Zubler
Columnist

IRS extends relief to farmers
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The Bulldog Banner
Counting Counties

By: CatFish Cole

As most of you know, WCHS’s football team 
headed for Polk 
County, TN this past 
Friday in hopes of 
taking home another 
win. This had me 

wondering a little about why Polk 
County is named just that, though 
I already knew it was named after 
James K. Polk the 11th president 
and Tennessee native. Still, I wonder 
about the origin and reason behind 
the names and identities of all 95 
counties of Tennessee. Beginning 
right here in 1817 when the Tennes-
see General Assembly established a 
new county from those of Roane and 
Anderson hailing its name from Gen. Daniel 
Morgan.

	 However, it is important to look else-
where as our great state spans far and wide 
from the Smokies to the Mississippi. Our state 
is actually 440 miles wide from its most east-
ern to western point, with Bristol, TN being 
closer to Ontario, Canada than Memphis. 
Now back on topic, most counties honor U.S. 
statesmen and military heroes from over the 
years. With some exceptions such as, DeKalb 
County named for Johann DeKalb a German 
baron who fought and died for the American 
cause. Grainger County, named after Mary 
Grainger the daughter of William Blount 
founder of Knoxville and Blount counties 
namesake. Plus various counties were named 

after the geography or Indian name of that land 
before including Unicoi County named for the 
Appalachian Mountains, Cumberland County 
for the Cumberland Plateau, Lake County for 
Reelfoot Lake, Obion County for the Obi

on River and Sequatchie County for the Sequatchie Val-
ley. With seven counties named after presidents including 
Washington, Jefferson, Madison, Monroe, Jackson, Van 
Buren, and Polk. Other prominent figures who earned 
recognition include Marquis de la Fayette (Fayette), Da-
vid Crockett (Crockett), Benjamin Franklin (Franklin), 
Patrick Henry (Henry), Alexander Hamilton (Hamilton), 
John Hanock (Hancock), Sam Houston (Houston), Henry 
Knox (Knox), and Meriwether Lewis (Lewis). With the 
creation of TN’s first official county in 1777 Washington 
County and the most recent addition being Chester County 
in 1879.
Now this may have sidetracked from a football game last 
week, but it is very important to learn the history and iden-
tity of our state and people. As we celebrate what makes 
us unique and our Southern culture.

Cole Burchell 
(CatFish Cole)

Daniel Bunch 
(Big Man Dan)
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POSITION AVAILABLE 
Title: Associate Instructor, Diesel-Powered Equipment Technology Employee Classifica-

tion: Faculty, Full-time, Exempt 
Campus Location: Oneida Extension campus, 180 Eli Lane, Oneida, TN 

Job Summary 
Full-time instructional position in the Diesel-Powered Equipment Technology program 
located on the Oneida, TN  campus. Position is responsible for training post-secondary 

and dual-enrolled secondary students from partnering  school systems. A high standard of 
personal and professional ethics with a sincere interest in teaching is desired. 

Job Duties 
• Teach and instruct post-secondary and high school, dual-enrolled students through 

lectures,  demonstrations, and/or audio-visual aids. 
• Prepare syllabi of courses of study with detailed lesson plans. 

• Develop industry partnerships and collaborate with partners regarding program initia-
tives and training  methodologies. 

• Monitor, grade, and evaluate students’ progress. 
• Source and request necessary instructional supplies and equipment for proper instruc-

tion. • Maintain appropriate student records and submit timely reports. 
• Maintain required annual 60% completion, 70% placement, and 70% licensure rate pur-

suant to the  Council on Occupational Education (COE) accreditation standards. 
• Assist in program recruitment and assist certified graduates with placement opportuni-

ties. • Ensure compliance with all TBR, institutional, state and federal requirements. 
Minimum Qualifications 

Post-secondary diploma from an accredited technical training program in the related field. 
Three (3) years’ related work experience in the diesel-powered equipment field within the 
last five (5) years. Active ASE Technician certifications for the field with a willingness to 
achieve ASE Master Technician in  Medium/Heavy Duty Repair within the first year of 

employment. 

Preferred Qualifications 
Associate degree in the occupational field 

Teaching experience 
Knowledge, Skills, and Abilities 

High degree of knowledge in all aspects of diesel technology. 
Computer skills, including Microsoft Office applications (Word, Excel, Outlook, etc.). 

Organizational and communication skills necessary to be an effective teacher. 
Ability to manage multiple tasks with attention to detail and accuracy. 

Ability to implement processes/procedures according to policies. 
Willingness to remain current through continued education in the occupation to be 

taught. Potential ability in instruction. 
Strong, moral character, mature attitude, and stable personality.

The Tennessee College of Applied Technology-Oneida/Huntsville does not discriminate 
on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability  or age in its programs and activ-
ities. The following person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the non-dis-

crimination policies:  Amy West, Vice President, 355 Scott High Drive, Huntsville, TN 
37756, (423) 663-4900, awest@tcatoneida.edu . 

Networking skills with ability to establish and maintain positive relationships with stu-
dents, staff, related business,  and industry. 

Time management skills; ability to meet deadlines. 
Self-starter; ability to work with limited supervision. 

Ability, with or without accommodation, to lift up to 80 pounds; stand and/or walk for 
long periods of time; bend  or twist the body; and kneel or stoop to demonstrate and per-

form all work-based projects. 
Salary: Commensurate with Tennessee Colleges of Applied Technology salary guidelines. 

Applications and Resumes should be submitted online at: 
https://careers.tbr.edu/jobs/638a5a96-c58b-4dc8-ae5c-7d742b03f0f6 

To be considered for a position at TCAT Oneida, you must submit the online application 
using the link  above and include required document uploads. Scan and attach required 

documents to the online  application in Word or PDF format. 
Incomplete online applications will not be considered. 

*A criminal background check will be required for the selected applicant.
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