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It has been a 
good week, 
until...

The week started off 
one a high. We are all 
still 

hung over from Tennessee 
beating Alabama. It was so 
glorious! 
Then, things started getting a 
little less happy. Mimi, brushed 
me out really well. Good grief, 
woman! I don’t have a matted 
coat! I thought that would nev-
er end. 
The next day, I went out and 
rolled in the grass. You guess 
it. She brushed me, again! She 
told me that I brought it on 
myself by getting grass, leaves, 
and twigs in my fur.
The day after that,  she shoved 
those stupid pills down my 
throat and held my mouth 
shut, until I swallowed them. 
She says that I have to take them so, I don’t 
get heart worm and fleas. She tells me that Dr 
Bristol instructed her to give them to me, for 

my own good. I’m just gonna have to talk to 
Dr Bristol, about that.
Finally, came the worst day, yet. I got sick. I 
puked not once but, twice. Mimi was worried 
about me. I just felt awful. I laid in my bed and 

slept most of the day. When Pappy 
came home, I played Tug of War 
with my moose and fetch for a few 
minutes.  It wore me out.
Mimi told Pap if I wasn’t better 
by morning, I was going to see Dr 
Bristol.  
I heard that.  What did I do? I 
jumped up into Mimi and Pap-
pys bed during the night. Scared 
Mimi, half to death. I thought it 
was funny. I wanted to make sure 
she knew I was feeling better so, I 
didn’t have to get a shot. 
That reminds me. That is anoth-
er thing on my list to talk to Dr 
Bristol about. I wuff her but, she 
always tends to give me a pain in 
my neck. 

For more of my Pet Perspectives like and 
follow me on my Facebook Page at Ms Avery 
Pearl. 

Ms. Avery Pearl
Pet Columnist

Pet Perspective 
with Ms. Avery Pearl

DLARMC CHANGE IN MEETING
The Deer Lodge Abner Ross Center has changed its 
meeting date.  We will now meet on the 3rd TUES-
DAY of the month at 6 PM.  All are invited to attend.

Undated Events
Coalfield Genealogical and Historical Society Meets the sec-
ond Tuesday of every month Senior Citizens Building at 6:00pm

Morgan County Republican Party meets the last Thursday 
of every month at 7pm at the American Legion in Wartburg

BINGO for adults is held on the 3rd Wednes-
day of each month from 10:30 – 11:30.

Our current hours are Monday 10:30-3:00, Tues-

day 3:00-7:30, and Wednesday 9:00-12:00.

The City of Sunbright and the Beautification Board will host the
annual Trunk or Treat at 120 Melton Dr. Sun-
bright on October 31st from 5pm to 8pm.
Churches ,Organization’s and Volunteers are welcome to come set up.

Together Morgan County, in partnership with Frozen Head State 
Park, will host the 3rd annual Christmas Drive Thru on Satur-
day, December 3 from 10:00 - 1:00 at Frozen Head State Park. 

The Morgan County Road Committee will meet on Thurs-
day, November 3, 2022 at 5:30 p.m. at the Road Department.
The Morgan County Back Tax Committee will meet on Thursday, 
November 10, 2022 at 6 p.m. in the main room of the Courthouse.

Amos Morgan, born September 
5, 1965, went to be with Jesus 
on October 15, 2022.

He is preceded in death by 
his wife, Peggy Kilby Morgan; 
parents, Angmon Morgan and 
Josie Stephens; and brother, 
Avery Morgan.

He is survived by his parents, 
Don and Kathy Carroll; daughter, Tessa Kilby; 
son, Eddie Kilby; grandson, Lenox Kilby; sisters: 
JoAnne (Brian) Spurling, Donetta (Keith) Shan-
non, Kassy (Charles) Walker, Judy (Arnie) Carroll; 
brother, Jimmy Jo Hamby; nieces: Ashley Davis, 
Jessica Tart, Jessica (Chase) Jones and Caiden 
Jones, Brooke (Tyler) Harper, and Andrea Mor-
gan; nephews: Will (Mary) Carrol, Mikey (Amber) 
Waters, Preston (Shala) Steelman, Grant Steel-

man, Houston and Kole Shannon, Heith (Jessi-
ca) Shannon, and Levi, Tylee, Breanan, and Jes-
se Walker; great-nieces: Hailey Waters, Aniston 
Steelman, Makayla Carrol, Madison Warfield, Lilly 
& Morgan Davis; great-nephews: Abel Waters, Jo-
nas Carroll, Axel Steelman, Kile and Noah Davis, 
Grant and Braidon Carroll; and special friend, Ju-
lia Soldner.

The family will receive friends Monday October 17, 
2022 from 5:00 – 6:00 p.m. at Schubert Funeral 
Home in Sunbright. The funeral will follow at 6:00 
with Bro. Roy Langley officiating. The graveside 
service will be held Tuesday October 18, 2022 at 
10:00 a.m. at Union Grove Cemetery in Sunbright, 
TN.

Schubert Funeral Home is honored to serve the 
family of Amos Morgan.

Amos Morgan, 57
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In Loving Memory

Obituaries must come from a funeral home to be in the newspaper.

Anita Gail Lane Gunt-
er, age 63, of Wartburg 
passed away October 13, 
2022 at Methodist Medi-
cal Center of Oak Ridge.  
She was born March 20, 
1959.

Anita graduated from 
Central High School in 
1977.  After graduating 
she became a homemak-
er who loved raising her two chil-
dren.  She had the “green thumb” 
to raising her flowers, she loved 
decorating and loved going to 
the beach.  But her grandchildren 
were her whole world.  She will 
be missed by all who knew her 
and her fur baby Buffy. She would 
always tell people “My girls are 
my world”.

She is preceded in death by her 
mother Christine McCoy; grand-
mother Clancy Gunter grandfa-
ther Doc Gunter.

She is survived by her daugh-
ters Renee (David) Landrum and 
Shelly Lane and fiancé Jason 

Hughes; grandchil-
dren William, Wyatt a

nd Waylon Landrum, 
Khloe, Gunner and 
Lane Hughes; father 
Bill Gunter; sisters 
Jackie Furney & Deb-
bie McCoy; brothers 
Greg Gunter, Danny 
& Scott McCoy; step-
brothers Dean & Steve 

Hutcherson; 2 special step moth-
ers who treated her like their own 
Sharon Adams and Sue Gunter 
and a host of nieces, nephews 
and extended family and friends.

The family will receive friends 
Monday, October 17, 2022 at 
Schubert Funeral Home in Wart-
burg from 1-3:00 p.m. with the fu-
neral to follow at 3:00 p.m. with 
Bro. Danny McCoy officiating. In-
terment will follow in the Morgan 
Memorial Gardens in Wartburg.

Schubert Funeral Home is hon-
ored to serve the family of Anita 
Gunter.

Anita Gail Lane Gunter, 63

Subscribe to the Morgan County Today by calling Subscribe to the Morgan County Today by calling 
423.346.2329 or emailing publisher@mocotoday.com423.346.2329 or emailing publisher@mocotoday.com

Brenda L. VanNorstran, 
age 59, of Wartburg 
passed away Sunday, 
October 16, 2022 at 
Methodist Medical Cen-
ter in Oak Ridge.

Brenda enjoyed watch-
ing her hummingbirds 
and being with her pets.  
She was a loving wife, 
mother and grandmother and 
great grandmother.

She is preceded in death by her 
parents Farwell & Billie Ruth 
Rose; brother Henry Rose and 
her dog Jasper.

She is survived by her husband 
Bill VanNorstran; 2 daughters 
Laura (Sam) Butler of Oliver 
Springs and Nicki (Travis) Loy of 
Harriman; fur babies Socks and 
Squeaky; sisters Liz Peters and 
significant other Carson, Betty 
(Crawford) May, Deborah (Terry) 

Jones, Michelle (Rocky) 
Best and Wendy (Vince) 
King; grandchildren 
Hannah (Derrik) Tinker, 
Michael Butler, Kansas 
Butler, Aubrey Loy and 
Jace Loy; great grand-
children Hayland Tinker, 
Kalani Tinker and a host 
of nieces, nephews and 
extended family and 

friends.

The family will receive friends 
Tuesday October 18, 2022 at 
Schubert Funeral Home in Wart-
burg from 5:00-7:00 p.m. with 
the funeral to follow at 7:00 p.m. 
with Bro. Garvin Walls officiat-
ing. Graveside services will be 
Wednesday at Nelson Cemetery 
at 11:00 a.m.

Schubert Funeral Home is hon-
ored to serve the family of Brenda 
L. VanNorstran.

Brenda L. VanNorstran, 59

Della Mae (Pace) Barnett, age 
86, of Deer Lodge passed away 
October 17, 2022 at her home.

She is preceded in death by her 
parents William & Anna May 
Pace; husband Ellis Barnett; 
brother Harold Pace; sisters 
Pearl Lavender & Helen Pace; 
step-dad Morton Carroll.

Della is survived by her son Mar-
ty (Ellen) Barnett; granddaughter 
Monica (Cody) Goodman; great 
grandchildren Oakland & Carter 
Goodman; sisters Wanda Beas-
ley, Carol Ann Patton, Edith Gro-

leau; sister-in-law Fern Pace and 
a host of extended family and 
friends.

The family will receive friends 
Wednesday, October 19, 2022 at 
Schubert Funeral Home in Wart-
burg from 1:00-2:00 p.m. with a 
graveside to follow at 2:30 at Mt. 
Hope Cemetery in Deer Lodge 
with Bro. Shawn Hankens offici-
ating.

Schubert Funeral Home is hon-
ored to serve the family of Della 
Mae (Pace) Barnett.

Della Mae (Pace) Barnett, 86

Gayle Hicks, of Elgin, TN, passed 
away at Patriot Hills Assisted Liv-
ing in Oak Ridge, TN on October 
21, 2022.

He is preceded in death by his 
parents: Silas Hicks and Dorothy 
Mosier; wife, Gail “Kathy” Hicks; 
sisters: Betty Bateman and Judy 
Painter; grandmother, Sarah 
Hicks; and brother-in-law, Skip 
Babcock.

He is survived by his son, Tim 
(Tangiela) Hicks; beloved grand-
son, Terrence “Terry” Hicks; 
brother, Jim Mosier; sister, Kay 
Mosier-Babcock; brother-in-law, 
Chuck Bateman of Ohio; and 
several other extended family 
and friends.

There will be a grave side service 
Saturday October 22, 2022 at 
3:00 p.m. in the Sunbright Cem-
etery in Sunbright, TN.

Gayle Hicks

Mrs. Flora Lee Walker, 87, of 
Oakdale, passed on October 14, 
2022.  She loved the Lord, her 
husband Robert, her children, 
grandchildren and great grand-
children to the end.  She was a 
member of Oakdale UMC
 
The family will receive friends on 
Sunday October 30, 2022, at 3:00 
PM with a Celebration of Life ser-
vice to follow 4:00 PM at Oakdale 
United Methodist Church.

 
In lieu of flowers please consider 
a donation to the charity of your 
choice.
 
Davis Funeral Home in Harriman 
is honored to serve the family of 
Mrs. Flora L. Walker.

Condolences may be sent to 
the family at: www.davisfuneral-
homes.com 

Flora Lee Walker, 87Andrew Clay Starr Jr., age 
87, of Sunbright, Tennes-
see entered Glory on Sat-
urday, October 15, 2022. 
Andy was an avid lover 
of family, farming, sports, 
and cattle. He spent his 
life serving his family, his 
community, and the cat-
tle industry. His family 
describes him as a strong man 
that demanded attention when he 
entered a room. When he talked, 
people listened. He used his gift 
of leadership in many capacities 
and was best known as a dedicat-
ed judge, showman, and breeder 
of Angus cattle. He served the in-
dustry at a national level as the 
president of the American Angus 
Association in 1991. He and his 
family traveled the country show-
ing and judging cattle for many 
years and share fond memories 
on the road and in the ring. He 
made many friends along the 
way and will be remembered as 
a devoted husband and father, a 
generous member of his commu-
nity, and an influential cattleman. 
He has instilled his love of an-
imals in his children and grand-
children, and his legacy will con-
tinue at Star Dust Farm for years 
to come.

When raising his family, Andy 
prioritized Christian values and 
morals. His dedication to his faith 
will be proven through the fruits 
beared by his family and future 
generations.

Andy was preceded in death by 

his parents, Andrew 
Clay Starr and Lila 
Louise Stroud Starr, 
first wife and mother of 
his children, Billy Mae 
Matthews Starr, and 
infant sister Janet Lu-
gene Starr.

Andy leaves behind 
his loving wife of 42 years, Kath-
leen “Kathy” Starr, son Andrew 
Clay Starr III and wife Angie, 
daughter Dana Starr Brown and 
husband Tom, son Bill Reeder 
and wife Yvette, and daughter 
Carla Cooper. Andy was a loving 
grandfather to 8 grandchildren 
and 6 great-grandchildren. Andy 
was the oldest of his siblings and 
leaves behind his sister, Annetta 
Waller and husband Charles, and 
two brothers, David Starr and 
wife Karen, and Max Starr and 
wife Cindy. Andy’s siblings bless-
ed him with 6 nephews who now 
have beautiful families of their 
own.

Andy’s family will receive friends 
on Saturday, October 22, 2022 
from 10:00am-12:00pm at Sun-
bright First Baptist Church. Fu-
neral service will immediately 
follow at 12:00pm. The family will 
go in procession to Mt. Vernon 
Cemetery immediately following 
the funeral service for a Commit-
tal service and burial.

Fond memories and expressions 
of sympathy may be shared at 
www.BerryHighlandWest.com for 
the Starr family.

Andrew Clay Starr Jr., 87
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Historically Speaking
Bill Wilcox: On war, peace, and recon-
ciliation 
By Ray Smith - Oak Ridge City Historian

Bill Wilcox passed away on September 2, 2013. 
The following article was written before his 
death.

It is with great delight that I bring you this article 
by Carolyn Krause about my wonderful, good 
friend, Bill Wilcox, who turned 90 years of age 
on January 26, 2013, amid a winter storm that 
prevented a grand party planned in his honor. 
While I have written about him often, I am fully 
aware that others see him in just as great a light 
as I do and seeing him recognized by a wide 
range of people is rewarding to those of us who 
admire him greatly and embarrassing to him, 
and that is good, as it should be. 

Here’s Carolyn: 

… 

From late 1943 to 1945, people living in and 
outside the Secret City watched long trains 
with loaded boxcars roll into Oak Ridge sever-
al times a week. For most the cargo, including 
building materials and sealed drums, was a 
mystery. 

What left Oak Ridge weekly in a coffee-cup-
size container was kept so secret that most peo-
ple working on the war effort here had no idea 
any product was going out. “Don’t ask, don’t 
tell” was the unspoken mantra of the culture of 
secrecy about people’s jobs that General Leslie 
Groves brought to town. 

Groves headed the Manhattan Project that 
employed construction workers to build huge 
production plants and three small secret cities, 
as well as scientists and engineers to create two 
war-ending atomic bombs. He also was respon-
sible for keeping the Germans, Japanese 
and Russians ignorant of the size of U.S. 
efforts. 

What came in as uranium oxide in boxcars 
went out weekly as a few ounces of urani-
um enriched in fissionable U-235. A secret 
courier carried the mysterious stuff in a 
briefcase. 

“People wouldn’t have believed it,” Oak 
Ridge City Historian Bill Wilcox, 90, told 
Bob Edwards in an interview broadcast by 
Public Radio International Jan. 27, a day 
after Wilcox’s birthday. 

“The product of the $478 million Y-12 
plant was being carried out every week in a 
briefcase chained to the wrist of a military 
security person in plain clothes accompa-
nied by a bodyguard in plain clothes.” 

The two men went by car to Knoxville, where 
they took a train to Chicago and then boarded 
a Super Chief passenger train to New Mexico. 
The product was secretly transported from a little 
train stop called Lamy to Los Alamos, where the 
uranium bomb was designed and built. 

Wilcox told Edwards that if the enriched urani-
um transported from Oak Ridge’s Y-12 Plant to 
Los Alamos were melted down, the total amount 
would be roughly the size of a basketball. It was 
enough for one atomic bomb. 

Los Alamos had collected enough plutonium 
from the large nuclear reactors in Hanford, 
Wash., to build a second atomic bomb. The 
process for producing plutonium and separating 
it from spent uranium fuel was pioneered in Oak 

Ridge at the Graphite Reactor at X-10. 

On July 26, 1945, the United States, United 
Kingdom, and Russia called for Japan to surren-
der in the Potsdam Declaration, which threatened 
Japan with “prompt and utter destruction.” The 
militaristic government of Japan ignored the 
ultimatum. 

On Aug. 6 and Aug. 9, the two atomic bombs cre-
ated by the Manhattan Project were dropped on 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Japan. The militaristic 
leaders still refused to surrender, even though the 
bombs’ acute effects killed 150,000 to 250,000 
Japanese. Less than a week later Emperor Hiro-
hito insisted that Japan surrender, ending World 
War II. 

The surrender halted the land invasion of Japan 
planned for November 1945. Such an invasion 
would have killed an estimated 250,000 Ameri-
cans and more than one million Japanese. 

Oak Ridgers “reacted to the news of the bombing 
in the same way as the rest of the United States,” 
Wilcox told Edwards. “We were thrilled that 
somebody had developed a brand-new weapon 
that might win the war. We were surprised and 
amazed and we didn’t understand it” until they 
read newspaper articles by New York Times 
Science Writer William L. Laurence, whom the 
Army had hired to tell the story. 

A Pennsylvania native and a 20-year-old gradu-
ate of Virginia’s Washington and Lee University, 
Wilcox was hired in 1943 as a junior chemist by 

Eastman Kodak. He was sent to Oak Ridge and 
told to work with other chemists to better under-
stand the chemistry of uranium. 

The chemists were ordered to refer to uranium 
and its compounds as “tube alloy,” “tubanyl 
oxide” and “tubanous tetrafluoride,” according to 
Bart Callan’s oral history interview with Wilcox 
in March 2005. 

They also developed methods for separating 
uranium from solutions containing various metals 
that dissolved the stainless steel in the receivers 
of the Y-12 calutrons that enriched uranium in 
U-235. 

“You knew you had been a part of the making of 
the bomb,” Edwards stated, wanting to know how 

Wilcox felt about the consequences of detonat-
ed nuclear weapons. 

“We didn’t glory in the deaths of 100,000 
people in Hiroshima or Nagasaki,” Wilcox said. 
“Nor did we glory in the deaths of 100,000 
people in the firebombing of Tokyo on March 
9 and 10 [1945]. Those were horrible deaths to 
contemplate in that horrible war. 

“What we did celebrate was that Oak Ridge 
helped bring peace to the world that was aching 
from six long years of World War II. Since the 
war Oak Ridge scientists turned to the peaceful 
uses of nuclear energy.” 

He cited Oak Ridge’s production of radioiso-
topes for medical diagnosis, treatment and 
research, calling the work the foundation of 
nuclear medicine that has helped people around 
the world. Another beneficial legacy was the 
reactor design work at Oak Ridge National 
Laboratory, which led to nuclear power plants – 
the source of 20% of U.S. electricity. 

“Nuclear energy can be both a blessing and a 
curse,” Wilcox told Edwards. “It’s a triumph 

and a tragedy, just like all our other energy 
sources, such as fire and electricity. But we 
have learned how to use them safely and so 
have conquered our fear of fire and electric-
ity. Now we need to overcome our fear of 
nuclear energy.” 

Edwards noted that Wilcox “smoothed 
over” the local controversy over the bronze 
Friendship Bell designed in Oak Ridge and 
cast in Japan in 1993. Local opponents saw 
it as an apology to Japan paid for by taxpay-
er funds. 

Wilcox helped people reach a consensus that 
the bell is “a symbol of the bonds of friend-
ship and mutual regard that have developed 
between Oak Ridge and Japan over the past 
50 years.” He drafted a statement of purpose 
for City Council and wrote the words for the 

bell’s plaque. He also spearheaded the Rota-
ry Club of Oak Ridge’s development of the 
Secret City Commemorative Walk in A. K. 

Bissell Park. 

Seventy years later, the Oak Ridge train is still 
rolling along, and it’s no secret that many peo-
ple who have hopped aboard are dedicated, like 
Bill Wilcox, to advancing the national interest 
through science and technology. 

***
Thank you, Carolyn, for yet another insightful 
glimpse into our heritage through oral histories 
and other sources. 

A young Bill Wilcox shown sitting in a rocking chair in 
1944 (Photo Submitted)

A slightly more mature leader shakes hands with President Jimmy Carter 
when he toured K-25 (photo and artwork courtesy of Lynn Freeny)(Photo 
Submitted)
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Skip the tricks and get the treats!
Direct Deposit is the safest 
and fastest way to get paid.

Enroll in Direct 
Deposit today! 

Federally Insured by NCUA. Some restrictions may apply. Ask for details. Early access to funds depends on timing of payer's submission of deposits. 
We generally post such deposits on the day they are received, which may be up to two days earlier than the payer's scheduled payment date.

Whenever possible, we post 
electronic deposits up to two days 

BEFORE the effective date! 

One Bank Raises Money For S.H.O.C. for Breast Cancer Awareness

Celebrating 121 years One Bank donat-
ed $121,000 across seven bank locations.     
CEO, David Kinchler, shared that in the 
past two years they have raised a quarter 
of a million dollars for local charities.   On 
October 21 at One Bank in Wartburg, a 
check was presented to the SHOC organi-
zation of over $12,000 dollars raised by the 

hard work of the tellers, their customers, 
and the leadership of their branch man-
ager Cynthia Davidson.  Present to accept 
the check from SHOC was Anna Harlan, 
Debbie Taylor, Tina Williams, Lora Foun-
tain, and Missy Longmire. Branch manag-
er Cynthia Davidson shared the hard work 
the tellers did having had the largest num-

ber of deposits in total.   Ashley Davis says 
that “ONE can make a difference.”  

To learn more about SHOC you can find 
them on Facebook or email: deb16flow-
er@aol.com
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Merek nose-dived for the door when Nicode-
mus landed on the bed.
    “Argh!” he cried out, clutching the door 
handle, ready to throw the door open and run. 
“Get that thing out of here!”
    Bronwyn raced over and grabbed Nicode-
mus off the bed, wrapping him protectively in 
her arms. “He won’t hurt you,” she said, trying 
to calm Merek down. “He didn’t see you sit-
ting there, or he never would have jumped on 
the bed.”

    “Elric,” Merek said, angrily. “Get that hideous 
creature out of here. NOW!”

    “Calm down, Merek,” Elric said. “And stop yelling. You’ll bring the pro-
prietor running if you don’t lower your voice.”
    “Lower my voice?” Merek asked, incredulously. “There’s a spider in 
here, and you want me to lower my voice?”
    “I’ll explain everything as soon as you calm down,” Elric said. “Sit down, 
would you?”
    Merek made a snorting sound, but made no attempt to sit down in the 
chair across from the bed.
    “Merek,” Elric said, with a warning tone. The way he said it, made 
Bronwyn question the relationship between the two men. Elric spoke with 
authority, not friendship. Bronwyn tossed a glance between the two men. 
Who were they? What were they doing in this village? It was apparent they 
didn’t live here, or they wouldn’t be staying at the Inn.
    Bronwyn watched as Merek threw Elric a dirty look, but obliged him by 
taking a seat.
    “Thank you,” Elric said. “You remember Ms. Dumont from the forest?”
    Merek shot Bronwyn a scathing look. “Yeah,” he said, curling up his lip. 
“The dimwitted welp.”
    Elric took a threatening step toward Merek. “I’ll not ask you again to 
treat her with respect,” he said between gritted teeth. “You think too highly 
of yourself if you feel the need to belittle those you deem unworthy of your 
regard.”
    Merek looked up at Elric, an indignant look on his face. With tight lips, 
he nodded his head a fraction of an inch. “I apologize,” he said, addressing 
Bronwyn. “Please excuse my behavior. It’s been a long trip, and I seem to 
have lost my manners.”    
    “Thank you,” Bronwyn said.
    Elric, seeming satisfied with Merek’s apology, settled himself on the edge 
of the bed. “Merek, we’re going to help Bronwyn,” he said, his tone indicat-
ing there would be no argument about it. “She’s traveling with a...uh...rather 
unusual companion. Nicodemus is the name of the spider you encountered 
moments ago. He’ll not harm you in any way, so I advise you to return the 
favor.”
    “But…,” Merek sputtered. “He’s a...it’s a...you have got to be kidding 
me!” His voice was beginning to rise in anger.
    “Keep your voice down,” Elric warned.
    “You expect me to help a spider?” Merek asked, horrified. “You want me 
to believe that big, hairy monster won’t hurt me?”
    “Sir,” Nicodemus piped up. “I would never dream of hurting you.”
    Merek threw himself against the back of the chair, his eyes wide and fear-
ful. “It talks?” he asked, his voice trembling. “The spider can talk?”
    “Yes,” Elric said. “He’s not your typical arachnid.”
    “This isn’t happening,” Merek babbled. “I must have fallen asleep, and 
this is all part of a horrendous nightmare.”
    “I’m afraid not,” Elric said. “You need to get a hold of yourself, man. 
You’re starting to look like a fool.”
    Merek gaped at him, but clamped his mouth shut. He threw Bronwyn a 
look of pure mistrust and loathing.
    “Fine,” he said, turning his attention back to Elric. “So, how are we ex-
pected to help this...this woman and her pet?”
    Elric motioned for Bronwyn to sit on the bed next to him. He scooted 
down, allowing her some room.
    Bronwyn took a seat, cradling Nicodemus in her lap. She could feel his 
tightened limbs and knew he was afraid. Rubbing her thumb down his back, 
she whispered, “Don’t worry. I won’t let him hurt you.”
    Nicodemus wiggled down into a fold in her skirt without saying a word.
    “Bronwyn,” Elric prompted her, kindly. “Please tell us how you ended up 
in the forest all alone, and with your spider friend as a companion.”
    Bronwyn glanced over at Merek. Even in the dim light of the lantern, 
she could see a deep scowl on his face. “Maybe it’s best I leave,” she said, 
starting to feel uncomfortable.
    “Nonsense,” Elric said, noticing her nervous glance toward Merek. “He 
won’t do anything to harm you or Nicodemus. I promise.”
    Bronwyn, again, pondered the relationship between the two men. It was 
definitely more than just a friendship. Merek seemed almost indebted to 
Elric. Was Merek a servant? And if so, who, or what, was Elric? But Elric 

introduced Merek as his friend. None of this was making sense.
    “May I ask you a question first?” Bronwyn asked.
    “Of course,” Elric said.
    “Who are you?” she asked. “Where are you from?”
    Bronwyn thought she saw a covert look pass between Elric and Merek, 
but it happened so fast, she wasn’t sure.
    “We’re just a couple of friends traveling around exploring the country-
side,” Elric said, elusively.
    “Where are you from?” Bronwyn pressed.
    “The western side of the province,” Elric said.
    Bronwyn looked at him questioningly. “What village?”
    “It’s...a small place,” Merek interjected. “You probably haven’t heard of 
it.”
    “Try me,” Bronwyn said, getting the feeling they weren’t being totally 
honest with her.
    “The Village of Drumden,” Elric said. He said the name so smoothly, that 
some of Bronwyn’s doubts began to fade away.
    “You’re right,” she said. “I haven’t heard of it.”
    “Now m’lady,” Elric said. “Would you please tell us about yourself?”
    Bronwyn swung her gaze from Elric to Merek, and back to Elric again. 
Feeling like she could trust them, or at least Elric, she dove into her story.
    “I was taken from my home in the Northern Region several days ago by 
King Radomir’s soldiers. My mother, nor I, could pay the taxes that were 
owed, so I was to be a ward of the King’s until the fees could be paid,” she 
explained. “When I reached the castle, I was introduced to the king. He 
offered me the queenship if I would marry him. I refused, so he had me 
thrown into the dungeon. That’s where I met Nicodemus. We escaped and 
have been on the run ever since. I’m trying to make my way home, back to 
my mother.”
    “So,” Elric said, to clarify. “You’re a ward of King Radomir’s?”
    “Yes,” Bronwyn said, wincing. She hated that she felt like a criminal for 
having escaped.
    “Does the king know you escaped?” Elric asked.
    “Yes,” Bronwyn said. “His soldiers are out looking for me.”
    “Not all of them,” Merek murmured under his breath.
    “Merek,” Elric said sternly, with a reprimanding tone.
    Merek dropped his head and began fiddling with his hands.
    “Go on,” Elric urged Bronwyn. “What happened?”
    “I was almost caught a couple of times,” she said.
    “You can’t return to your village,” Elric said. “That’s the first place 
they’ll go to look for you.”
    “But I have to!” Bronwyn exclaimed. “My mother is still there. I have to 
go back.”
    “If you do, you’ll be caught for sure,” Elric reasoned with her. “You can’t 
go back.”
    Tears filled Bronwyn’s eyes. “I have to,” she said, barely above a whisper. 
“I have nowhere else to go.”
    Nicodemus writhed his way out from the folds of her skirt. Climbing up 
onto her stomach, he said, “Don’t listen to him, Bronwyn. If you want to go 
home, then we’ll go. You have me. I’ll protect you from those evil soldiers.” 
He climbed up to her shoulder, and using one of his legs, he wiped a tear 
from her cheek.
    “You can’t go alone,” Elric said. “Merek and I will go with you.”
    “Elric,” Merek said, cautioning.
    “Hear me out,” Elric said, raising his hand to ward off any arguments. 
“We’ll take Ms. Dumont to her village to get her mother. Then we’ll escort 
the two ladies to a new place where the King won’t think to look for them.”
    Bronwyn watched a look pass between the two men again. It was obvious 
they were privy to something she wasn’t.
    “Fine,” Merek said, before she could ask any questions. “But remember 
what we’re out here for.”
    “I’m well aware of why we’re out here,” Elric said, giving Merek a hard 
look. “I don’t think a quick stop at her village will put us out of our way 
much, do you?”
    Merek narrowed his eyes at Elric. “I suppose not,” he said.
    Bronwyn watched the exchange and suspicion began to form in her mind.
    “What’s going on with you two?” she asked. “I’m not asking for your 
help, so if you have plans of some kind, don’t let me get in the way.”
    “It’s no trouble, m’lady,” Elric said, reassuringly. “We’re more than 
happy to make sure you have a safe trip back to your village. Isn’t that right, 
Merek?”
    Merek nodded his head. “Sure,” he said, but his tone didn’t match the 
word.
    “Great,” said Elric, clapping his hands together. “We’ll leave at first 
light.”
    Bronwyn turned her head to look at Nicodemus. “What do you think?” 
she asked.
    “I say we proceed with caution with these two men,” he said softly in her 
ear. “Something seems a little off with them.”

A King’s Ransom: Chapter 17

Carol Hall
Author
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	 Dennis Worley is 
a veteran of the United 
States Navy, but his child-
hood was spent on a dairy 
farm in Greeneville, TN 
far from the open waters 
of any ocean. His dad 
was also a United States 
Navy veteran and had even 
served in World War II. 

	 When Dennis was 
seventeen-years-old he 
came to a crossroad in 
life and felt that he had to 
decide to become either a 
cadet at the United States 
Naval Academy and serve 
in the United States Navy 
as a naval officer or earn a 

degree in agriculture at the University of Tennessee. Dennis decided 
that service in the United States Navy was where God desired him to 
be, so he did just that. 

	 On June 26, 1968 he became a cadet at the United States Na-
val Academy and became a commissioned naval officer upon gradu-
ation on June 7, 1972. Once commission, he 
then dedicated twenty-four-years of his life 
in service to the United States Navy before 
retiring from the Navy in 1994 at the rank 
of O-6, Captain. This week he will be cele-
brating the 50th reunion with his graduating 
class. 

	 Throughout his service in the Navy, he 
served in the Vietnam War and Desert Storm/
Desert Shield and served on the following 
ships; the USS Long Beach (a nuclear-pow-
ered guided missile cruiser), the USS Haleak-
ala (a nitro-class ammunition ship), the USS 
Garcia (a destroyer escort ship), and the USS 
El Paso (an amphibious cargo ship). Captain 
Worley also held three different naval com-
mands throughout his military career and 
served in numerous countries. He also served 
as an instructor at the United States Naval 

Academy and the War 
College. 

	 After retiring from 
the Navy, Dennis taught 
NJROTC at Farragut 
High School for eight 
years. While teaching at 
Farragut High School a 
friend of his persuaded 
him to get involved with 
the Fellowship of Chris-
tian Athletes (FCA) In-
ternational. Dennis did so 
and just as in the Navy he 
gave his all by serving Je-
sus Christ in this manner 
by coaching and mento-
ring young athletes from 
different backgrounds, 
cultures, and religions from all over the world. 

	 Between his service in the Navy and in the FCA International 
he has traveled to eighty different countries and to forty-nine of our 
fifty states, having only North Dakota to go. 

	 In 2009, he and his wife Ann, moved into a beautiful log home 
nestled in the woods of Morgan County. He is 
now an active member of American Legion Post 
149. 

	 Dennis and Ann are blessed with; four 
children, ten grandchildren, and one great-grand-
child. After the service dedicated and God cen-
tered life that Dennis has lived, his grandchildren 
all decided not to call him anything traditional 
like, grandpa or grand-dad, but found it more 
fitting to call him, “Captain” as they all still do to 
this day. 

	 Well, “Captain” we at Morgan County 
Today humbly thank you for your military service 
but most importantly for your service to God our 
LORD Jesus Christ.

	 Thank you and may God continue to 
bless you and Ann.

     Davis Funeral Home’s
 Veteran of the Week

Law Enforcement Officer of the Week
Sergeant 

Dustin 
Demonte and 
Police Officer 
Alex Hamzy 
with the Bris-
tol Police 
Department, 
Connecticut 
were shot and killed in an ambush 
in front of a home on Wednesday, 
October 12, 2022.

Officers had responded to a 
business earlier in the evening 
in response to complaints about 
a disorderly patron. Officer who 
responded to the call issued the 
man a summons and released him. 
The man then went home, armed 
himself with an AR-15 rifle, and 
made a fake 911 call reporting a 
disturbance at his home. As officers 

arrived at the 
scene the man 
opened fire on 
them from his 
front yard. 

Sergeant 
Demonte and 
Officer Hamzy 
were both fatally 

wounded while a third officer suf-
fered non-life-threatening wounds. 

Sergeant Demonte had served 
with the Bristol Police Department 
for ten years. He was thirty-five-
years-old and is survived by his 
expectant wife and two children. 

Officer Hamzy had served with 
the Bristol Police Department for 
eight years. He was thirty-four-
years-old and is survived by his 
wife, parents, and two sisters. 
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NOW HERE’S A TIP
By JoAnn Derson
---
* Halloween can be a spooky good time for children and 
adults alike, but the cost of costumes can be downright 
scary. When I was a child, my brother and I dressed as a 
pirate and a gypsy, respectively, for several years, as they 
were costumes that could be put together using things you 
might find around the house. This week, a focus on inexpen-
sive or FREE Halloween costumes. Happy Halloween!

* Most anyone can come up with a ghost costume (basically, a 
white sheet with eyes cut out and cut off at the bottom so 
it’s not too long). How about dressing up that ghost with 
costume jewelry and makeup, or a mustache/beard drawn on, 
with a tie and carrying a briefcase labeled “Scare Corpora-
tion”? Use hats or other dress-up accessories to make Dr. 
Ghost or Officer Ghost. The possibilities are endless.

* A basic scarecrow needs only a flannel shirt, a pair of 
jeans and socks, a floppy hat and some straw. Stuff wadded-up 
plastic bags into shirt or pants to fill, then use rubber 
bands to secure straw at the cuffs. Paint on a funny face. 

(Thanks J.R. in Illinois.)

* Be an over-the-top tourist: A loud Hawaiian-style shirt 
paired with a pair of shorts, perhaps socks with sandals? 
Carry a camera on a strap around your neck. Use a small 
carry-on bag as your treat bag, or decorate a paper sack by 
gluing on squares cut from a map.

* Be Static Cling! Use safety pins to pin a variety of small 
items to your outfit -- think socks, scarves, even a pair of 
undies if you dare! Tease hair until it’s standing straight 
up, and use hairspray to keep it that way. 

* Get your hands on a large, clear plastic bag and some 
small colorful balloons. Cut leg and arm holes in the bag, 
with the opening side up (it will be secured at your neck). 
Blow up the balloons and fill the bag while you’re wear-
ing it. Secure loosely at your neck with a pretty ribbon, 
and you’re an instant Bag of Jelly Beans. Make a sign to 
attach across your back or front. Be careful when you 
sit down!
Send your tips to Now Here’s a Tip, 628 Virginia 
Drive, Orlando, FL 32803.
(c) 2021 King Features Synd., Inc. 

STRANGE BUT TRUE
By Lucie Winborne

* A border collie named Saul took a 
leaf out of another (albeit fictional) 
canine’s book, being praised as a 
“real-life Lassie” when he led two 
members of a search party to his 
owner after the man was injured on 
a hike.

* Nutmeg can produce a halluci-
nogenic effect if taken in a high 
enough quantity.

* It’s not just trees that help provide 
us humans with oxygen -- about 
half of that in our atmosphere is a 
byproduct of photosynthesis from 
the microscopic sea algae known as 
phytoplankton. 

* Rhubarb grows so fast you can 
actually hear it!

* Legend holds that when a pope 
dies, it’s the custom to strike him 
on the head three times with a 
silver hammer to ensure he’s really 
deceased.

* A survey revealed that nearly 
half of the unmarried gents polled 
washed their bedsheets a mere four 
times a year, instead of the recom-
mended once per week. Singletons, 
there may be a lesson in there.

* Less than 14% of all M&Ms can-
dies are brown.

* May never begins or ends on the 
same day of the week as any other 
month in any given year.

* Proof that crime doesn’t pay ... 
even in space! Earlier this year, 
Canada passed a law allowing pros-
ecution of crimes committed by the 
country’s astronauts on the moon or 

on their way to it. 

* The greatest number of people to 
play a single piano simultaneously 
is 23.

* For a reasonable $19.95, you too 
can buy alien abduction insurance 
from a Florida agent. Of course, to 
cash it in, you’ll need to hand over 
a signature from an “authorized, on-
board alien,” and who knows if they 
can even write in English?

***

Thought for the Day: “Keep your 
face always toward the sunshine, 
and shadows will fall behind you.” 
-- Walt Whitman

(c) 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Solving a Litter Box 
Mystery

DEAR PAW’S CORNER: I’m 
responding to your recent column 
about the kitten who won’t litter 
train. I’ve had kitties for over 50 
years. The only time one of my kit-
tens had trouble using the litter box, 
I made sure to watch him the next 
time he started sniffing around. It 
turned out that the sides of the litter 
box were too high! I replaced it with 
a litter box that had lower sides and 
it solved the problem. Love your col-
umn! — Linda P., Williamson, New 
York

DEAR LINDA: Thank you for the 
advice! Cats are experts at hiding their 
problems, and it can be difficult to 
see if a training issue is something to 
do with behavior, health problems or 
something else.

Your advice to observe the kitten 
closely, without interfering as it goes 
about its business, is perfect. If you’ve 
got time to follow a kitten around the 
house from a distance, that’s great. Of 
course, many of us are busy or have 
to leave the house for most of the day 
for work. One way to get around that 
is to use an indoor security camera — 
one of the small cameras available for 
purchase online like a Blink or a Sim-
pliSafe — and point it at the litter box. 
You can observe activity around the 
box while you’re away (or in another 
room).

In this instance, the sides of the box 
were simply too high! A quick fix got 
the kitten back on track. 

Now, what if you observe something 
else, like the kitten showing distress 
just before it pees or poops? Or inter-
ference from another kitten or cat? 
Contact your veterinarian for advice, a 
checkup if needed, and an action plan 
to solve the litter box mystery.

Send your tips, comments or questions 
to ask@pawscorner.com.

© 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.
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1. Is the book of Apollos in the Old 
or New Testament or neither?

2. Which mountain is associated 
with King David capturing the Jeb-
usite fortress? Zion, Nepal, Rahab, 
Carmel

3. In Colossians 4, who does Paul 
call “our dear friend, the doctor”? 
Jesus, Mark, Luke, Asa

4. Jesus was about how much young-
er than John the Baptist? 12 days, 6 
months, 1 year, 3 years

5. From Mark 14, how long will 
poor people be around? Always, 
Sometimes, Never, 40 years

6. In Genesis 42, which Hebrew 
governed Egypt? Darius, Sisera, Cor-
nelius, Joseph

ANSWERS: 1) Neither, 2) Zion, 
3) Luke, 4) 6 months, 5) Always, 6) 
Joseph

Sharpen your understanding of 
scripture with Wilson’s Casey’s latest 
book, “Test Your Bible Knowledge,” 
available in bookstores and online.

© 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.
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VETERANS 
POST
by Freddy Groves

Changes for VA Small Busi-
nesses

If you hope to set up a busi-
ness as a service-disabled 
veteran-owned small business 
(SDVOSB) or a veteran-owned 
small business (VOSB), your 
verification will no longer be 
done by the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs. Instead, as of the 
beginning of 2023, the Small 
Business Administration (SBA) 
will be in charge.

No new applications will be ac-
cepted after Oct. 24, 2022, for 
either verification or reverifica-
tion, due to the transition to the 
Small Business Administration. 
If you currently have a busi-
ness and wonder about your 
next steps, go to vetbiz.va.gov 
and click on “See frequently 
asked questions concerning 
this change.”

The Vets First Verification Pro-
gram, using the Center for Ver-
ification and Evaluation (CVE), 
will be your go-to for all types 
of assistance, including work-
ing through the initial steps: 
Intake, Assessment, Federal 
Review and Decision.

The benefits are worth the 
trouble to become VA-verified, 
if only for the set asides that 
are at the heart of how the 

VA helps small businesses 
-- competition is limited, which 
helps veterans compete for 
federal contracts. At least 3% 
of those contracts are held for 
service-disabled veterans who 
own their businesses.

To be a SDVOSB or VOSB, a 
business must be owned 51% 
or more by a veteran who did 
not receive a bad conduct or 
dishonorable discharge, and be 
controlled on a daily basis by a 
veteran who has the manage-
rial experience to run the busi-
ness. In addition, the veteran 
has to be the highest paid per-
son in the company, working 
full time and holding the high-
est position in the company. To 
qualify as a service-disabled 
business, the veteran must 
meet all of the above qualifica-
tions and also have a disability 
rating letter from the VA con-
firming a service-connected 
disability.

If you’re ready to start a busi-
ness, check out www.va.gov/
osdbu/verification/index.asp 
and scroll to the guides and 
forms.

If you’re still at the thinking 
stage and need direction and 
help in becoming an entrepre-
neur, go to www.va.gov/OSD-
BU/entrepreneur/index.asp for 
information on finding financial 
backing, growing your business 
or doing business with federal 
agencies and more. 

(c) 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.

THE RICH LOWRY COLUMN
By Rich Lowry

Biden Deserves What He’s Going to Get on the Economy
	 The S&P 500 is down more than 5% since Joe Biden’s 
inauguration, and the Dow Jones Industrial more than 4%. 
	 The Federal Reserve is ratcheting up interest rates, raising 
borrowing costs across the board.
	 And one of the most respected bankers in the country is 
warning of a recession, telling a conference that “this is serious 
stuff.”
	 Yet, there was President Biden enjoying an ice-cream cone 
in Portland, Oregon, saying that “our economy is strong as hell.”
	 Inflation? It doesn’t worry him, at least not if the rest of the 
world could get its act together.
	 “Inflation is worldwide,” he said. “It’s worse off than it is in 
the United States. So the problem is the lack of economic growth 
and sound policy in other countries, not so much ours.”
	 As polls show the economy growing in importance for the 
midterms -- the latest New York Times poll has 44% of voters say-
ing it’s their top concern, up from 36% in July -- Biden’s overall 
performance on the issue matters even more, to his detriment and 
that of his party.
	 There are deft political maneuverers who react to circum-
stances as necessary, and then blinkered and mulish politicians 
who can’t or won’t acknowledge reality. 
	 There are policymakers whose worldviews line up with ba-
sic economic laws, and then those always bound to be confounded 
by the real world consequences of their ideological fixations.
	 There are master communicators who can make anyone 
feel better about anything, and then there are stumblebums whose 
evasions and lapses in logic are painfully obvious.
	 Joe Biden is emphatically the latter on every count.
He likes to say fighting inflation is his foremost priority, but it’s 
hard to identify any major initiative of his that would be any dif-
ferent if the annual inflation rate were under 2% rather than over 
8%.
	 He came into office promising to spend $11 trillion over 
the next 10 years, according to the estimate of Brian Riedl of the 
Manhattan Institute, and has spent as much of it as he could. When 
Congress wouldn’t assent, he spent hundreds of billions more by 
abusing his executive authority. The most significant nod he made 
to inflation was to call one tranche of this spending the Inflation 
Reduction Act, as if the name of the bill were more important than 
its substance.
	 Otherwise, Biden and his officials have relied on bad pre-
dictions, dubious math and premature celebrations to try to get 
them through. 
	 In June 2021, Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen said inflation 
would be elevated through the rest of the year, “maybe around 
3%,” but this represented “transitory factors.”
	 A month later, Biden himself said inflation would be “tem-
porary.” Of course, it was on a path to 40-year highs.
	 It’s one thing to spike the football in the end zone; it’s 
another, as Biden keeps doing, to spike the football when it’s third 
and long at midfield and getting repeatedly penalized for unsports-
manlike conduct.
	 Last week, he said inflation over the past three months 
averaged 2% on an annual basis, a new way of counting meant to 
obscure that the real annual rate was 8.2%. 
	 This was reminiscent of his insistence that the inflation rate 
this past July was 0% because inflation was flat from June.
	 He similarly declared victory on gas prices, when they have 
been rising again, and has portrayed himself as scourge of the bud-
get deficit despite his binge of further deficit spending.
	 If Biden is offering poor explanations for poor results, at 
the end of the day, it doesn’t matter what he says. No presiden-
tial statement can compete with declining real wages and steeply 
increasing food costs.
	 The voters seem to be working themselves up to administer 
what is the only appropriate reaction to such heedless misman-
agement and transparent spin on an essential matter affecting their 
daily lives, which is to make their discontent unmistakable at the 
polls in November.
	 Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.
(c) 2021 by King Features Synd., Inc.



 October 25, 2022 Page 11www.mocotoday.com

MOMENTS IN TIME
The History Channel

* On Nov. 21, 1941, Tweety Bird 
debuted in the Warner Bros. cartoon 
“A Tale of Two Kitties.” Original-
ly a wild, naked chick with rather 
malicious tendencies, the charac-
ter evolved over the decades into a 
wide-eyed canary with a far more 
genial demeanor that increased (and 
retained) his audience popularity.

* On Nov. 22, 2005, Angela Merkel 
became a prime example of “smash-
ing the glass ceiling” and an in-
spiration to a rising generation of 
young girls when she was elected the 
first female chancellor of Germany.

* On Nov. 23, 1910, Johan Alfred 
Ander was convicted of murdering 
Victoria Hellsten during a robbery 
that he conducted in an effort to 
solve his ongoing financial prob-
lems. He was the last person to be 
executed in Sweden and the only one 
in Swedish history to be executed by 
guillotine. 

* On Nov. 24, 1877, Anna Sewell’s 
novel about a horse named Black 
Beauty was published. Alternately 
scribbled on scraps of paper and 
dictated to the author’s mother, the 
book would go on to become not just 
a beloved classic and adapted for 
cinema, but play an important part 
in the animal rights movement. 

* On Nov. 25, 1950, the “Appala-
chian Storm” dropped nearly 60 
inches of snow in that area, carrying 
with it unseasonal temperatures and 
causing widespread property dam-
age. About 150 people were believed 
to have died as a result of the storm.

* On Nov. 26, 2018, the robotic 
probe InSight, designed to study the 
deep interior of Mars, landed on 
Elysium Planitia on the red planet. 
Data collected from it could bring 
a new understanding of how Mars, 
as well as other terrestrial planets, 
formed and evolved.

* On Nov. 27, 1968, Penny Ann Ear-
ly became the first woman to play 
major professional basketball for the 
Kentucky Colonels in an ABA game 
against the Los Angeles Stars. At just 
5 feet, 3 inches tall and 112 pounds, 
she was also the smallest pro basket-
ball player ever to compete.

2022 Hearst Communications, Inc. All Rights 
Reserved
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Today by calling 423.346.2329 or Today by calling 423.346.2329 or 
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Scott and Oneida Soccer Seasons Finish With Flurry of Honors
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Regina Jackson, LADAC Jocelyn Hamby, Counselor

Connie Bradley, LCSWLeeAnna Woods, LPC

Dr. John Martin
Medical Director

Tara McCarley, FNP

Angela Brown, FNP

Megan Whaley, FNPChristina Long, FNP Wendy Henderson, FNP

Greg Casalenuovo, FNP

Dr. Tina Jackson
Psychiatrist

Accepting New Patients

This health center is a Health Center Program grantee under 42 U.S.C. 254b, and a deemed Public Health Service employee under 42 U.S.C. 233(g)-(n).  This health center receives HHS funding and has Federal Public 
Health Service (PHS) deemed status with respect to certain health or health-related claims, including medical malpractice claims, for itself and its covered individuals. For more information, please see http://www.
bphc.hrsa.gov/ftca/  

www.morgancountymedical.com      
www.morgancountyresources.com

MCMC Office Hours:
* Mon - Thurs: 

8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
* Friday: 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

An Approved 
TennCare 
Provider

******

******

Morgan County 
Medical Center

224 Old Mill Road • Wartburg
(423) 346-6221

        MEDICAL
• Primary Care
• Preventative Exams
• Well-Child Exams
• Immunizations
• Same Day Sick Visits
• Minor Procedures
• Allergy Injections
• Sports/School 
    Physicals

    EMPLOYMENT
• DOT Physicals
• Drug Screening
• Pre-Employment 
    Physicals

We see patients of ALL AGES 
with Most Insurances or 

with NO INSURANCE

     BEHAVIORAL HEALTH
• Mental Health Screening
• Alcohol & Substance 
    Abuse Counseling
• Telehealth
• Medication Management/
    Psychiatry
• Smoking Cessation
• Individual Counseling

             OTHER
• Sliding Fee Discounts
• Medications for Uninsured
• Dental Assistance 
    for Uninsured

Some services MCMC offers** **

ON SITE: Lab & X-Ray

3D Mammogram Available
UT Medical Center’s Mobile Mammography 

Unit will be at Morgan County Medical Center 
Friday, December 30 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

To schedule an appointment please call 
the UT Breast Health Outreach Program 

at 865-839-7416 (work cell-remote) 
or Email Lking@utmck.edu
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Meringue Ghost Cookies 
So Easy It’s Scary

Meringue is a light, airy and beauti-
fully sweet French dessert made from 
stiffly whipped egg whites and sugar. 
Many people think it’s a very difficult 
and temperamental technique, yet it’s 
actually quite simple. When you 
see how easy and inexpensive this 
is, you’ll never buy meringues 
from the bakery again!

To make our adorable little ghost 
cookies, we need hard meringues. 
This is meringue that has been 
baked in an oven. They are solid 
to the touch and light as air. They 
can shatter when you bite into 
them, then dissolve pleasingly on 
the tongue. Hard meringue can be 
eaten as a confection, a cookie or 
used as a base for other desserts.

Making meringue is easiest with 
a stand mixer, but I’ve used a hand 
mixer with no trouble. I wouldn’t 
try to whisk meringues by hand; 
it’s too much work for a Diva. 

It’s extremely important to keep the 
yolks separate from the whites. Any 
fat from egg yolk will prevent egg 
whites from beating properly. 

To avoid an accident, use the three-
bowl method. Separate each egg 
white into a cup or small bowl before 
transferring the yolk to a second bowl 
and the whites to a third bowl. Use 
any white that has even a speck of 
yolk in it for another purpose. 

It’s easiest to separate eggs when 
they’re cold, but let the whites come 
to room temperature before using. 

FRENCH MERINGUE COOKIES
Yield: 36 cookies 
Total Time: 1 hour 50 minutes

3 egg whites, room temperature
1/4 teaspoon cream of tartar
3/4 cup sugar
1/2 teaspoon vanilla

Preheat oven to 225 degrees. Line a 
sheet pan with parchment paper. 

Beat the egg whites and cream of 
tartar in the mixing bowl of a stand 
mixer (or a metal or glass bowl with 
a hand mixer). Use the whisk attach-
ment on high speed and whip eggs 
until they hold soft peaks.

Reducing the speed to medium and 
whisking constantly, add sugar 2 
tablespoon at a time, whisking after 
each addition, until sugar is well 
dissolved before adding the next. 
Continue beating until whites are 
glossy and stand in stiff peaks. Add 
vanilla and blend one final time.

Aiming for around 2 tablespoons per 
cookie, pipe or spoon your meringue 
onto a parchment-lined baking sheet. 

To create ghosts, with a piping bag 
and a large round tip, use a motion 
like making a soft serve ice cream 
cone. If you don’t have a piping bag, 
you can use a zip-top bag with a small 
corner cut off. That’s what I used for 
the photo. Easy! 

Bake for 30 minutes then turn the 
oven off. Leave them there until com-
pletely dry, between one and two 
hours. Another name for meringue 
cookies is “Forgotten Cookies,” as 
they can be left in an oven for long 
periods of time after the cooking is 
done. 

To decorate as ghosts, use melted 
chocolate and a toothpick to draw 
faces. 

Warning! Cooked meringues can-
not be refrigerated or they will 
become soggy like cardboard. But 
they will keep for at least a week 
if you store them in an airtight 
container.

Now that you know how to make 
meringue, there are so many ways 
to enjoy it. For example, little one-
bite meringues are called kisses 
and are eaten as a sweet little con-
fection. They are often made with 
chopped nuts, cherries or coconut. 
Alternatively, you can shape them 

into dessert shells that you fill with 
ice cream, custard, whipped cream 
or fruit. 

Enjoy your fru-ghoul and fa-boo-
lous ghosts, and happy Halloween! 

***
Lifestyle expert Patti Diamond is 

the penny-pinching, party-planning, 
recipe developer and content creator 
of the website Divas On A Dime — 
Where Frugal, Meets Fabulous! Visit 
Patti at www.divasonadime.com and 
join the conversation on Facebook at 
DivasOnADimeDotCom. Email Patti 
at divapatti@divasonadime.com

© 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.

These meringue ghost cookies are  
fa-boo-lous

www.JasonCoblentz.com
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Job Interviewing:  
How to answer, “Why 
do you want to leave 
your job”?

People change jobs for many different rea-
sons throughout the course 
of their career, either due 
to their own accord or 
through a possible compa-
ny downsizing. The first 
thing you need to be aware 
of is that it’s okay for you 
to want a new job, but you 
need to have a reason for 
it. 
“I really would like to 
make more money and you 
guys are paying $1,000 
more a year.” 
“I am bored and I hate my 
job.” 
“My boss sucks and he is a 
real pain to work for.” 
“I hate my current job and I am misera-
ble.” 
All of the above statements in quotations 
should not be stated as a reason for leav-
ing a current job. The second thing you 

need to be aware of is the potential for 
you to put your foot in your mouth big 
time. There is never an appropriate time 
to start bad-mouthing current employees, 
your boss, upper management, former 
colleagues, or the organization as a whole. 
I’ve actually dedicated an entire chapter 
in the book to this topic, because it’s that 
important. 
Finally you will need to give clear expla-

nation on why you are looking to leave 
your current position and why the new job 
would be a lot better fit for you. 
Sample answer: “My current job as a 

financial advisor 
has taught me many 
things over the past 
five years. I have 
learned extensively 
about financial management tools, invest-
ment vehicles, analyzing mutual funds, 
and how to communicate with individu-
als and offer financial products that will 
satisfy my client wants and needs.” I feel 

like I am ready to take 
the next developmen-
tal role in leading and 
managing people. I have 
taken leadership devel-
opment courses through 
my company, as well as 
enrolling in a college 
course, entitled, “Lead-
ership Development and 
Organizational Manage-
ment”, and I have been 
reading books on leader-
ship styles. I have had the 
opportunity to train new 
hires, as well as conduct 
training for employees 
on maximizing ROI with 
their current investment 

clients. I think this new opportunity would 
better suit my talents, because I have the 
experience, education, and skills to lead 
my team. I have been a financial adviser 
for the past five years and have learned 
valuable knowledge about the financial 
sector. I have enjoyed my time at my 
current company, but I am ready to move 
up from a traditional investment advisor. 
The duties and description of this oppor-
tunity precisely fit what I’ve been looking 
for, career-wise. This experience, along 
with me being a team leader in my current 
role, has prepared me to be one of the best 
financial management leaders for your 
organization.” 

Zack graduated from Wartburg Central High 
School in 2001 and from the University of 
Tennessee, Knoxville in 2004. Since graduation 
he has become a TedX Motivational Speaker, 
Author, and Career Consultant. He travels 
the world giving back and hosting seminars 
teaching people on various topics. Zack has 
established an ongoing annual scholarship at 
his Alma Mater, Wartburg, which has inspired 
others to give back as well. 
Visit www.zackballinger.com for more of Zack’s 
travels and events.

Around The World and Back Again
with Zack Ballinger

Zack Ballinger
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SENIOR 
NEWS 
LINE
By Matilda Charles

Workouts at the Rec Center

Two months ago the senior 
center commandeered a large 
space in the town’s rec center 
because we had vetoed the 
idea of exercise classes in a 
too-small space at the senior 
center. 

It was a two-month test, warned 
the senior center, to see if we’d 
actually show up. They even 
brought in a too-young male 
coach to put us through our 
paces. Although we were sus-
picious about his age, by the 
third week we agreed he knew 
his stuff. 

And he himself brought in an 
even younger female assistant 
who stayed at the front of the 
room demonstrating the ex-
ercises while the young male 
coach paced around the room, 
expression serious, studying 
us, stopping us in mid-move 
to instruct and praising where 
warranted.

Two weeks ago he brought in 
yet another assistant and broke 
us into two groups across the 
rec center floor. He labeled us 
“Easy” and “Not Easy,” saying 
that some of us needed to take 
things more slowly while oth-
ers needed to put more effort 
into the workout. Try as I might 
to get transferred to the Easy 
group, he was having none of 
it.

He worked hard on our behalf, 
badgering the rec center to 
open up the weight room so 
he could give out some hand 
weights. He coaxed the local 
sporting goods store into do-
nating some stretchy bands 
and yoga mats. Last week he 
brought in a diet handout, foods 
to eat to build muscle. 

We discovered just this week, 
however, that we’ve all been 
guinea pigs, that our too-young 
male coach was using us as his 
senior fitness specialist project 
for college. Color us shocked! 
We weren’t sure how we felt 
about that until we learned 
that he’d earned an “A” on the 
project. 

The other good news is that 
they’ve hired our too-young 
male coach and his two assis-
tants on a permanent basis. 
And we get to stay at the rec 
center.

(c) 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.

FLASHBACK
By Mick Harper
---
1. Who was “Sir Duke” written about?
2. Who was Boxcar Willie?
3. Which group released “Nights in White Satin”?
4. Which song was David Bowie’s first U.S. No. 1 
hit?
5. Name the song that contains these lyrics: “I 
heard the weatherman predict a sunny day, He 
did not mean to lie, I look outside it’s raining.”

Answers

1. Duke Ellington. Stevie Wonder’s 1977 hit was 
a tribute to the Duke, who had died in 1974. Other 
jazz greats like Louis Armstrong and Glenn Mill-
er were also mentioned in the lyrics.
2. Boxcar Willie (born Lecil Travis Martin) was 
a country music singer and writer of hobo music. 
At the same time, he was a flight engineer in the 
U.S. Air Force.
3. The Moody Blues, in 1967. And yes, songwriter 
Justin Hayward penned the song after receiving a 
set of satin sheets. When it was released, the song 
only went to No. 103 on the charts. Four years 
later it climbed to No. 1 on the Top 100.
4. “Fame,” in 1975.
5. “This Time I’m In It For Love,” by Player, 
in 1978. Player’s version made it to the Top 10 
charts, while previous versions (by Austin Rob-
erts and Cyndi Grecco in 1976 and 1977) didn’t 
chart at all.

(c) 2021 King Features Syndicate

	 The IRS announced that it is making adjust-
ments due to the increase in inflation. 
People are struggling with inflation which impacts 
their buying power. Prices for gas, rent, and grocer-
ies have increased more than at any time in the last 
40 years.
	 The new tax changes are a welcome relief for 
people who have been impacted by inflation.
The changes include an increase in the standard 
deduction and the income tax brackets.

	 The standard deduction is increased every year. 
However, the changes are more significant for 2023. The larger standard 
deduction will decrease taxable income.
	 Tax brackets determine the tax rate you’ll pay on each portion of 
your income. For example, expanding the 10 percent bracket will allow 
you to pay more tax at a lower 10% rate than the 12% rate which is the 
next tax bracket.
	 The standard deduction will increase by $1,800 for married couples 
filing jointly, by $1,400 for heads of households, and by $900 for single 
taxpayers and married taxpayers filing separately. 
	 The IRS said that about 60 tax provisions would be updated to 
counter the rising inflation.
	 The individual tax brackets for capital gains will also be increasing 
in 2023.
	 The higher income tax brackets are intended to prevent “bracket 
creep” due to inflation. Bracket creep can push people who received cost-
of-living pay increases into higher tax brackets.
	 The standard deduction, which is the baseline amount of income 
that people can receive tax-free will increase to $13,850 for individuals 
and $27,700 for married couples. This is the largest increase to deductions 
since 1985 when the IRS began annual automatic inflationary adjustments.

	 For tax year 2021, the child tax credit increased from $2,000 to 
$3,600 for qualifying children under age 6 and $3,000 for other qualifying 
children under age 18. The entire amount was refundable.
	 In 2022, the tax credit will be refundable only up to $1,500 (up 
from $1,400 in 2020 to adjust for inflation), depending on your income, 
and you must have earned income of at least $2,500 to even be eligible for 
the refund. 
	 The 2023 child credit amount will remain at $2,00 per qualifying 
child. The maximum refundable portion of the credit for a qualifying child 
will increase from $1500 in 2022 to $1,600.
	 Refundable tax credits are credits that enable you to receive a credit 
that is larger than the tax you owe. For example, if you owe $600 in taxes 
and qualify for a $1,00 refundable credit, you would receive a $400 refund.
	 The maximum child tax credit is $2,000 per qualifying child and is 
not adjusted for inflation. The refundable portion of the child tax credit is 
adjusted for inflation and will increase from $1,500 to $1,600 for 2023.
	 The earned-income tax credit for low-income workers will be worth 
as much as $7,430 (for qualifying taxpayers with three or more children), 
which is a $495 increase from last year.
	 The new tax changes should result in tax savings for many people 
next year.

David Zubler is a tax accountant and Enrolled Agent in East Tennessee rep-
resenting clients before the IRS and has over 25 years of tax experience. He is 
the author of four tax books and is the founder and president of Your Tax Care. 
The company provides business and tax education to the public at its website, 
YourTaxCare.com. David can be reached at (865) 363-3019 or contacted by 
email at zublerdavid@gmail.com.

David Zubler
Columnist

IRS Changes will reduce taxes
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	 (Author) The introduction shows the book to be composed by Paul, and 
ancient testimony supporting that conclusion is profuse. The “church fathers” refer 
to or quote from the document. Ignatius, Polycarp, the Epistle of Barnabas, Clem-
ent of Alexandria, and Tertullian are among the witnesses. The radical, modern 
view that disputes the Pauline authorship is not supported by the evidence of an-
tiquity. By the end of the second century, 1 Timothy was accepted as having been 
written by Paul and was regarded as authoritative. 
  	  (Date) The date of the letter is obviously sometime after Paul’s release 
from his Roman imprisonment, as recorded in the final chapter of Acts. Timothy 
and Paul had rejoined one another for a while. Eventually the younger brother was 
left in Ephesus, and Paul had gone on to Macedonia (perhaps Philippi) (1:3). The 
letter is generally dated in the fall of A. D. 63 or slightly later. 
   	 (Purpose) Paul had visited with the elders of the Ephesian congregation en 
route to Jerusalem with the collection for the poor of Judaea near the conclusion 
of his third missionary campaign (Acts 20:17). He had warned of ominous times 
for that church in the future (Acts 20:29-30). From indications in this epistle, his 
earlier prophecy was fulfilled precisely. Timothy thus needed both instruction and 
encouragement as he labored in Ephesus. Accordingly, Paul penned this first letter 
to help accomplish both goals. 
  	  (1 Tim. 1:1-2) Salutation: Even to one as close as Timothy, Paul begins 
with his customary apostle designation, perhaps because the letter was to be read 
by others as well (the pronoun “you” in 6:21 is plural). He is an apostle by the au-
thority of “God our Savior, and Christ Jesus our hope.” Paul greets Timothy with 
the customary “grace and peace,” but adds “hope” as well. Timothy is designated 
as the apostle’s “true child,” for Paul had converted him (Acts 16:1-3) and he had 
been a frequent companion of the apostle in various preaching endeavors. 
 	   (1 Tim. 1:3-11) Preserve the gospel: Paul had urged Timothy to settle 
in Ephesus (Acts: 19:1) for a while as he proceeded on to Macedonia (northern 
Greece). His initial commission was to oppose false teachers who were teaching a 
“different doctrine.” There is a doctrinal standard!
Some were teaching non-historical “myths” and wrangling over ancestral catalogs 
(an inclination of the Jews), rather than managing the business of teaching the 
truth (v. 4). Timothy’s work was to lovingly flow from a focused motive, a sincere 
disposition, and a heart void of hypocrisy (v. 5).
  	  Some had turned away from the gospel, speaking nothing more than 
fruitless drivel, and without understanding of the matters upon which they pontif-
icated (6-7). Law is good if its purpose is understood, It basically is designed to 
expose the outlaw, those who will not be governed by rules. They refuse to yield to 
divine law and opt to be their own gods. Paul now catalogs two classes of sin---sin 
directly against God and sin indirectly against God by assaults upon those in his 
image. Those condemned are (v. 9): (a) “lawless” (casting off legal restraints); (b) 
“unruly” (refusing to yield to authority); (c) “ungodly” (without respect for God); 
(d) “sinners” (deliberate law violators); (e) “unholy” (viewing sacred things are as 
repulsive); (f) “profane” (suggesting aggressive disregard for things holy).
	    Now for moral sins: (a) some are so calloused they murder even their 
parents. Nero Caesar arranged for the murder of his mother (v. 9). (b) “Manslay-
ers” is a more generic term for any who take human life without divine authoriza-
tion. (c) “Fornication” embraces many deviates, sex outside of a marriage union, 
adultery against a marital partner, and homosexuality (Jude 7). (d) “Kidnappers” 
are slave traders, ransom seekers. (e) “Liars” and “false swearers” are those with-
out verbal integrity (Prov. 6:16-17).
   	 Any other thing contrary to “sound doctrine” is condemned as well (see 
“such like” in Gal. 5:21).
  	  (1 Tim. 1:12-17) Paul’s thanksgiving for salvation: The apostle continual-
ly thanks Jesus for counting him faithful and appointing him to apostolic service. 
His past had been a bloody one indeed. He had been a “blasphemer” (speaking 

against the Christian Way), a “persecutor” (putting “to flight” the people of God 
as they ran for their very lives), and “injurious” (harming with a sadistic fervor). 
Amazingly, however, he had obtained “mercy” (pity from God) because he was 
unaware of the vile nature of his actions (v. 13). He thought he was waging war for 
God. Ignorance did not excuse him (Acts 23:1; 26:9), but he was forgiven when he 
accepted Heaven’s grace, being immersed in water to have his sins “washed away” 
by  Christ’s blood (Acts 22:16; Eph. 5:26; Heb. 9:14). When he was pardoned, 
Paul entered the “in Christ” relationship (Gal. 3:27), and his budding faith and 
love overflowed like a flood (v. 14).
	    This is the first of Paul’s five “faithful sayings” in his letters to Timothy 
and Titus (3:1; 4:9; 2 Tim. 2:11; Tit. 3:8). It is an affirmation of integrity on behalf 
of what follows. The reason for Christ’s earthly sojourn was “to save sinners.” All 
have sinned and desperately need salvation (Rom. 3:23)! And salvation is through 
the gospel (Rom. 1:16). Humbly, the apostle viewed himself as the “foremost” sin-
ner (v. 15). Note the present tense “I am”; he still carried the haunting memories of 
his days of vicious persecutions. Screams and blood were sounds and sights time 
could not obliterate---even with a recognition of forgiveness. However, he had 
obtained mercy when he obeyed the gospel plan of redemption (Acts 22:16; Rom. 
6:3-4, 1 Tim. 1:17-18). The apostle affirms God’s providential use of him to help 
others; this is a marvelous commentary on the patience of the Lord, which exam-
ple would be an incentive to others to obediently believe on him for the reception 
of eternal life (v. 16).
 	   He bursts into an exclamation of praise, giving God honor and glory. The 
Lord is: (a) “the King eternal” (without beginning or end and absolutely sover-
eign); (b) “immortal” (not liable to death); (c) “invisible,” unseen as a Spirit being 
(Old Testament references to “seeing” God do not refer to his intrinsic essence, 
but to temporal outward forms occasionally assumed ) (Gen. 32:30); (d) “the only 
God” (this sets him in contrast to pagan “gods” who have no reality) (v.17; 1 Cor. 
8:4-5).
 	   (1 Tim. 1:18-20) The good warfare: Paul issues a fatherly “charge” 
(authority implied) to Timothy, and in the process alludes to certain “prophecies 
which led the way” to this young man. Likely God had signified that he wanted 
this brother to work with Paul (Acts 16:1-3). Paul admonishes Timothy to “war 
the good warfare” (2 Tim. 4:7)---implying there is an evil one. There is an internal 
warfare in every child of God, and an external one against forces of Satan. The 
latter is in Paul’s view on this occasion (2 Cor. 10:5; Eph. 6:11). In such conflicts 
one must hold on to his faith and do what he knows is right (dirty fighting does not 
become a Christian). 
 	   Some, however, having abandoned these qualities, had made “ship-
wreck” of “the faith” (the gospel system) and the personal faith of others disciples 
(v.19). Paul was certainly familiar with shipwrecks (2 Cor. 11:25; Acts 27:1)---ma-
terial and spiritual. Two perverters of truth are mentioned. Hymenaeus may have 
been the one who taught the absurd doctrine that “the resurrection is past already” 
(2 Tim. 2:17-18)---somewhat similar to the “radical preterism” of today, which 
holds that the general resurrection occurred in A.D, 70 with the destruction of 
Jerusalem. The other was Alexander. Two other Alexanders are mentioned in the 
New Testament (Acts 19:33-34; 2 Tim. 4:14-15). There is not enough information 
to identify the person mentioned here. Both of these rebels were “delivered unto 
Satan” (disfellowshipped) (1 Cor. 5:5, 13), which identifies them as church mem-
bers. The purpose of the discipline was instructional, that they might learn not to 
blaspheme (v. 20). There is no indication that they were restored.

BIBLETALK.TV Mike Mazzalongo
FortifyYourFaith.org

MELVIN HOWARD

Melvin Howard’s Weekly column is sponsored by

The Lord’s Church
102 Paxton Road, Lancing

1 Timothy Chapter 1

Opinions expressed by readers and columnists do not necessarily reflect those of Morgan County Today
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Project No.:  Bucket1

Owner:  City of Wartburg	

Separate sealed bids for _City of Wartburg   for  purchase of a 
Bucket truck  will be received by the City at the office of the Mayor 
until 3:30 p.m., November 3, 2022, and then at said office publicly 

opened and read aloud. 

Bids must be submitted in a sealed envelope, bearing on the outside 
the name and address of the Bidder and the name of the project: 
“Bucket Truck Bid.” If forwarded by mail, the sealed envelope 

must be enclosed in another envelope.

The Information for Bidders, Form of Bid, Specifications, and oth-
er contract documents may be examined or obtained at the follow-

ing location:

City of Wartburg
407 Eliza St. 

Wartburg, TN 37887
(423) 346-2323

This project is supported, in whole or in part, by funds awarded to 
the City of Wartburg by the U.S. Department of Treasury.

The owner reserves the right to waive any informalities or to reject 
any or all bids.

No bidder may withdraw their bid within 60 days after the actual 
date of the opening thereof.

   The City of Wartburg    is an Equal Opportunity Employer.   The 
City of Wartburg   prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, 
color, religion, sex, or national origin, in the admissions or access 

to, or treatment, or employment in its programs or activities.

Subscribe to the Morgan County Today by Subscribe to the Morgan County Today by 
calling 423.346.2329 or emailing calling 423.346.2329 or emailing 

publisher@mocotoday.compublisher@mocotoday.com
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Like Israel the USA will be Punished
	 The Lord said to 
Joshua, “Stand up! What 
are you doing down on 
your face? Israel has 
sinned; they have violat-
ed my covenant, which 
I commanded them to 
keep. That is why the 
Israelites cannot stand 

against their enemies; because they have been 
made liable to destruction. I will not be with you 
anymore unless you destroy whatever among you 
is devoted to destruction.” (Joshua 7:10-12)
	 God had to punish Israel many times. 
He loved the Israelites because they were his 
chosen people but he hated the sins they were 
committing. Jeremiah told them that they had 
perverted their ways, and had forgotten the 
Lord their God. 
	 What makes the United States think or 
feel that God will treat us any differently than 
he did Israel? It is true that he loves us because 
at one time we could be called a Christian na-
tion. But not now. If the prophet Jeremiah was 
going through our country now, he would warn 
us just like he did Israel. Like Israel we have 
strayed far from what our forefathers founded 
our nation to be. 
	 We have taken God out of our schools 
and we have allowed their curriculum to be 
corrupted by the liberals that we have voted in to 
take over our government. 
	 I know we can go back to the 1700’s and 
1800’s to trace the founding of liberalism but for 
the sake of time I will take us back to the early 
1900’s when Teddy Roosevelt was president and 
started what was called the progressive party. 
He and Woodrow Wilson could be called the 
fathers of the modern progressive party. Franklin 
D. Roosevelt helped it grow and made it popu-
lar during World War II. Today the democratic 
party wants it to be called progressive instead 
of liberal. It sounds better to them and as we get 
closer to socialism it hides the fact that we are 
getting closer to communism. Why anyone wants 
to be like Cuba, Venezuela, or Russia is beyond 
me but I would bet it is for our leaders who want 
the power to be the five percent of the wealthy in 
charge of the subjects or peasants. They will start 
out promising the people, free this and free that, 
so they will get elected over and over, and finally 
they won’t have the money to give the people the 
things they once promised. The government real-
ly has no money except what they tax the people 
for. When they have taxed us to the hilt maybe 
to 75 to 85% the government will go broke and 
only the rich government officials will have 
money. One party is now in charge and all of 
our rights and freedoms are gone. Unless things 
change, that’s where we are heading. 
	 God cannot be happy with our country. 
We have killed over 65 million babies through 
abortion and when our Supreme Court voted Roe 
vs Wade out the people, or many of them didn’t 
even listen when they said the abortion law will 
be controlled by the states. We still allow abor-
tion but the people of the states will help decide 
to approve it or not. I can tell you right now what 
states will approve it. 
	 Same-sex marriage has been approved 
but before that they worked on getting homosex-
uals into our military services. When I was in the 
Navy, they sent them home when they found out 
they were gay, but now when things like this hap-
pens, they look the other way and some say “well 
you can’t fight city hall.” At first Hillary Clinton 
was against this but later she said I have evolved. 
Our culture has changed so much I think a lot 
of people have evolved. Now they want to teach 

our kindergarten children about homosexuality 
as a natural thing. Who knows where we will be 
twenty-five years from now (that is if we are still 
here).
	 The family was a strong union and little 
children knew when they came home, they 
would see both mama and daddy. Now there is so 
much shacking up going on, many kids are born 
out of wedlock and they are confused why mama 
and daddy don’t live together.  
	 Today it seems that society has put a 
stamp of approval on couples living together 
without the benefits of marriage that teachers and 

professional people are doing. Someone told me 
it’s okay, everybody is doing it there’s no stigma 
and this is the 2020’s. I guess like Clinton we 
have evolved. 
	 The trouble is that the Bible never chang-
es and God’s laws are still the same. They don’t 
evolve. The institution called marriage is no 
longer in vogue for man but to God marriage is 
still the way it was in the 30’s, 40’s, and 50’s. 
	 Hollywood has been a bad example for 
us for a long time but now it has been so brazen 
that it has to be a sin for Christians to watch the 
movies they put out. It has gotten so you cannot 
find a family program on T.V. because all kinds 
of sins are promoted. They want us to accept 
these things as normal. Homosexualism will 
never be normal to a Christian. Abortion will 
never be accepted by Christians. Changing the 
gender of young people will never be accepted 
by the Christian community. Like Jesus we can 
love these people but never accept their sins. I’m 
afraid our society has done both. For that is why 
we find our culture like Rome’s was before being 

destroyed. Christians have not stood up when 
they saw these things coming and now some 
people say we’ve gone too far to come back now. 
Dr. David Jeremiah agrees with these people and 
he could be right.  
	 I have lived long enough to see these 
things evolve. Back several generations ago our 
colleges and universities were actual academic 
learning institutions but today 90% of the profes-
sors are liberal and their students had better have 
a good Christian background or be ready to have 
a good brain-washing to come over to the liberal 
philosophy side. 

	 The home life of children 
today is so adverse to what 
we had in the 50’s and 60’s 
that it would be better for all 
Christians and caring parents 
to homeschool their children. 
They cannot get enough teach-
ers to put in the classrooms. 
Some schools are just trying to 
get a body in the classrooms to 
babysit the students. 
	 If you ask me, “how did 
we get here I would tell you, 
when we left God out of our 
lives.” Some hearts are so hard-
ened that they believe that God 
doesn’t exist so stealing, mur-

der, and cheating are okay. Our crime rate has 
gone so high that people that can afford to move 
to another state are already moved or planning to. 
I just wonder if we are going to try blue in all the 
states and have a dictator. 
	 The biggest thing our nation must fight 
against is for all Christians to stand up for our 
beliefs and fight, if need be, for our faith. That is 
one freedom we do not give up. Socialism cannot 
function where there is Christianity. 
	 Another thing is we need to defend our 
second amendment. If they take away our guns 
we are doomed. 
	 Our borders need to be defended. If we 
have no borders, we have no country. Biden and 
the liberals are lying to us. We have allowed over 
two and a half million illegals to come into our 
country and they say the border is closed. 
	 Believe me Jesus is coming soon. I re-
cently wrote about the rapture; the final years of 
earth’s history called the tribulation that we all 
should be ready for. 
God bless His people. 

Tom Redmon
Columnist
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	 Tucked away in the Proverbs of Solomon, is 
an amazing allusion to the relationship desired 
by Jesus Christ toward his espoused virgin 
bride. Proverbs 31 begins with an introduction 
to a King I can find nowhere in Bible history. 
Another mysterious King like Melchizedek.
	 His Hebrew name seems to point to a conver-
sation between Mary and Jesus Christ. King 

Lemuel has a name that must be unpacked in 
the Hebrew tongue to fully comprehend what is 

taking place. Imagine a mother talking with a son about how a king should 
act, and how he describes what a virtuous woman should be.
	 The name Lemuel in Hebrew begins with the letter Lamed. It is the 
English letter L. It is the shepherd’s staff or shepherd’s crook. It denotes 
God’s two divine attributes of mercy and grace. The staff has two ends, one 
for correction and one for blessing. One for mercy and one for grace.
	 The second letter in our king’s name is the Aleph. It is the first letter 
in the Hebrew alphabet. Both Hebrew and English share the distinction 
of having twenty-two characters. Hebrew is a guttural sound language so 
vowels are not present. Every Hebrew letter tells an individual story. 
	 The aleph is an ox. Both as a beast of burden and an animal to be 
sacrificed. It happens to be the first letter in the God of creations name. Elo-
him begins with an aleph. Jesus Christ said I am the aleph and the tau.  The 
beginning and the end. The first and the last. The alpha and the omega. 
	 The third letter in the name of King Lemuel is the mem. It is descri-
bed as the living water. It is the water of refreshing and the water of divine 
judgement found in Noah’s saga. It also happens to appear in the creation 
name of God.  Elohim ends with the living water of Jesus Christ our Heb-
rew messiah.
	 Following the mem is the yod. It begins the name of YHWH. The 
yod are the open hands of God. The open hand of correction, that always 
precedes the open hand of blessing. The right hand of mercy preceding the 
left hand of grace. The open hands of God, nailed to a cross, yet still offe-
ring one thief mercy, and another thief grace!
	 Another aleph follows the yod in the name of our King. It can never 
be overstated how important names are to God. Every Hebrew name can 
tell the story of a person’s life and mission. God our creator is sovereign 
over the affairs of men. It seems Lemuel is a picture of the believers promi-
se from King Jesus.
	 Undergirding the entire Bible narrative is a story conceived by a 
loving God, outside of how we humans experience time. God wrote history 
in advance. With a little Christian humility, a desire to fulfill God’s perfect 
will for humanity, and a newfound desire to learn the heart and mind of 
God, a believer can change the world.
	 A marriage covenant between one man and one woman is the pat-
tern upon which God wrote the story. In Genesis, we are introduced to our 
pattern, Adam and Eve. One created in the image of God, and one taken 
from the created man. The man to be the protector, provider, priest, prophet 
and progenitor of humanity. He is endowed with the Godly attribute of 
mercy.
	 The woman brought forth to be the glory of man. She was endowed 
with the Godly virtue of grace. Her soul purpose is to be a suitable help-
meet in child birth, child growth, and child teaching of God’s pleasing per-
fect will for the family. She is to be revered and respected first by the father. 
	 The first attack from Lucifer occurred in Genesis with Cain and 
Able. The first-fruits of Eve’s womb. One son who understood God’s single 
plan of redemption, including the sacrifice of an unblemished male lamb 
for his sins. Another son filled with jealousy and wrath after denying God 
the first ten percent of his increase.
	 Enter Seth. His name transliterated into English means appointed. 
Seth was always God’s plan for redeeming mankind to himself. He would 
marry the daughter of Adam, to keep the Messianic bloodline protected. 

God had appointed Eve the son of promise in Seth.
	 The next attack came as men began to once again worship and call 
upon the name of God, during the life of Seth. Apparently, the mark of Cain 
brought the vengeance of the fallen angel Lucifer, as he instructed the fal-
len angel army to begin to have sexual relations with the daughters of men.
	 Genesis 6 explains the war going on between the seed of the serpent 
and the seed of the woman. Nothing has changed. Lucifer will do anything 
to stop men from accepting Jesus Christ as Messiah to include divorce, 
adultery, abortion, idol worship, and every other perversion of the marriage 
covenant of Genesis 2:24.
	 Jesus Christ was promised a reward and an inheritance from God 
the Father for enduring the cross. They are mutually inclusive and mutual-
ly exclusive. His reward was to receive a gentile bride taken from all the 
nations of the earth as the good news of Christ’s resurrection was taken to 
the four corners of our earth. 
	 Jesus Christ’s bride was to be a virtuous virgin bride. King Lemuel 
is talking with his mother explaining what indeed is virtue and where does 
it come from. The purpose of a bride for a coming king is to rule and reign 
with him in his coming kingdom. It is the pattern of all human history.
	 Jesus Christ’s coming kingdom requires his reward to be unblemis-
hed. He alone is God and he alone is to be worshipped. His virgin bride 
exhibits Godly virtue only when she submits to the correction and blessing 
of her King. You cannot have one without the other.
	 A virtuous woman and bride to be, must forgo the Roman gods per-
meating Christian churches. We must all examine our relationship to Jesus 
Christ only through the lens of the entire Bible message to truly understand 
the Levirite marriage paradigm upon which God is fulfilling every promise 
found in scripture.
	 God has sent the comforter into our fallen world to find his son a 
bride. She is to be washed in the blood of the Lamb, and her testimony of 
saving faith in Jesus Christ is her perpetual act of service to Messiah. 
	 A virtuous woman and virgin bride to Messiah, will go ye into all 
the world and share the gospel of mercy and grace. Jesus Christ alone, 
offers all those who would believe. 
	 Become a virtuous woman by reading the proverb of King Lemuel 
as he instructs all on how to become the espoused bride of Messiah whose 
dowry was paid on Calvary.
	 He was crucified upon a cross of wood, yet he created the hill upon 
which it stood.
	 He is alive forevermore, and he is returning for his virgin bride very 
soon. John Burns 6-19-2022

	 Staff Sergeant John Burns enlisted into the United States Army on 
September 23, 1987 as an 11C Infantry Mortarman. He graduated from the 7th 
Infantry Division, Ranger Class 11/89 and served in the invasion of Panama, 
Desert Storm and the Battle of Mogadishu while assigned to the 75th Rangers. 
	 Some of his many decorations, awards and badges include; Bronze 
Star Medal for Valor, Purple Heart, Meritorious Service Medal, Sniper Badge, 
Pathfinder Badge, Master Parachutist Badge, Combat Infantry Badge and Ex-
pert Infantry Badge. Throughout his prestigious military career, he traveled to 
forty-five countries on five continents and all but two states while serving in the 
military. 
	 He currently serves as the Chaplain for the Special Operations Warrior 
Foundation. His devout faith demonstrates to all he comes into contact with 
that he believes nothing but the blood of Jesus Christ can cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. He enjoys writing and teaching God’s Word while sharing his 
faith with a dying world.

John Burns
Opinion Columnist

Opinions expressed by readers and columnists do not necessarily reflect those of Morgan County Today

The Virtuous Woman
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	 Wow, there is a 
lot going on in Eu-
rope in general, but 
France seems to be 
dominating a major-
ity of newsworthy 
headlines. From their 

growing support of the 
Ukrainians to the left 
and right wing internal 

political infighting that could wreck their 
energy prices throughout this winter. 
	 The French President Emmanuel 
Macron has been criticized in the past for 
his reluctance to challenge Russia on the 
Ukraine War. General Thierry Burkhard, 
the French army’s chief of staff, has also 
made comments that infer that openly 
supporting Ukraine could draw France 
into conflict with Russia. This is not to 
say that France has not been supporting 
Ukraine, they certainly have. The support 
has been very hush, hush, and under the 
radar until recently.
	 On Sunday 10/16/2022 it was 
reported that France has pledged air defense 
systems that have the potential to eliminate 
the drones being used by Russia to terror-
ize many Ukrainian cities. France also an-
nounced that as many 2000 Ukrainian troops 
will be receiving enhanced military training 
from within their borders. 
	 The air defense system that France has 
pledged Ukraine is known as the Crotale air 
defense system. This system is generally ac-
cepted as one of the most successful and re-
liable Surface to Air (SAM) missile systems 
in the world. The system has a long linage 
and first came to service some 40 years ago. 
Since that time many updates and variants of 
the system have been developed, tested, and 
employed on several battlefields with 
sound results.
	 This is yet but more bad news for 
Vladmir Putin, as the Russian Missile 
strikes in Ukraine have been about the 
only thing slowing down the Ukrainian 
military. If the Ukrainian military get a 
few of these systems operational be-
fore the winter season, this could be the 
“check mate” for the Russian military.  
Although this move by the French Pres-
ident is welcomed, he certainly has his 
hands full with domestic energy issues 
at home.
	 Considering that Europe is head-
ing into a winter season without access 
to the Russian energy market due to the 
Ukraine War, it is a terrible time to have 
a refinery strike. But that is the realty in 
France 
	 In fact, France has experienced 
refinery strikes for the past three weeks 
and it looks like a settlement is not on 
the near-term horizon. This strike is 
responsible for causing fuel shortages 
throughout the country. Many parts of 
France the citizens must wait for hours 
to get fuel. The United States experi-
enced long fuel lines in the 1970s, if 
history teaches us anything it is that 
long fuel lines, or fuel issues of any kind 
have serious election consequences. 
The strike is attributed to the left-wing 

opposition party and the disenchantment of 
many due to the current inflationary climate. 
But there are other contributing factors that 
are also fueling the strike. Many of French 
energy companies have experienced record 
profits partially due to high fuel prices. This 
doesn’t bode well with a public struggling to 
adapt to record inflation.
	 On Sunday over 100k protesters 
marched in Paris in protest. On Tuesday there 
is information that several French Unions 
with strike that affect public transportation 
and public services. 
	 Considering that French President 
Emmanuel Macron was just reelected, he has 

time to sort all of this out, but he should be 
paying attention. Macron is an advocate for 
business and in his previous term he stream-
lined French labor laws and eliminated a 
wealth tax. He also had an unsuccessful bid 
at increasing the fuel tax which sparked na-
tionwide protests and criticism. 
	 In conclusion, it will be interesting 
to watch the events in France unfold for 
the next year or so. Hopefully the events in 
France may give the United States some in-
sight on how to end the political war between 
the right and the left, which is undeniably 
making our country weaker. 

France in the News

Michael Nance
Columnist

Photo Courtesy of Pierre Herman
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OHS Drama Club Fall Play
Frankenstein, Together Again
 by Pat Cook

Come watch the OHS Drama Club perform the hilarious creepy comedy 
Frankenstein, Together Again by Pat Cook, directed by Julie Johnson Cro-
we.  Remember those old movies such as Bride of Frankenstein and Son of 
Frankenstein?  Well, come on in, pardner, and meet the whole family!  And 
where would they all be found?  Why, in a dude ranch in Transylvania of 
course!  Helga Frankenstein figures the best way to get rid of all those nasty 
stories about the family castle and her relatives is to turn the place into a 
tourist resort.  
	 And her very first guests are vacationing Americans Chandler and 
Lindsey Page.  Lindsey just loves the place but Chandler keeps seeing all 
sorts of odd things, such as some of Junior Frankenstein’s “experiments.”
	 And the old ranch has just about everything:  a werewolf, a mad 

scientist, a soothsayer, and the usual mob of angry villagers that storms the 
castle from time to time.  Then, as if this weren’t enough, all the electricity 
blows and the “monster” gets set free!  This fast-paced, wise-cracking farce 
will keep you laughing and at the same time wondering just what is the 
mystery behind it all.  Showtimes and prices are as follows:

Wednesday, November 2, 2022	 Grades K-5		  1:00 p.m.		
$2.00
Thursday, November 3, 2022	 General Admission	 7:00 p.m.		
$6.00
Friday, November 4, 2022		  Grades 9-12		  1:00 p.m.		
$2.00
Saturday, November 5, 2022	 General Admission	 7:00 p.m.		
$6.00

Doors will be open at 6:30 p.m. for General Admission, with concessions 
available at separate cost. 

Museum Adds New Exhibit
As the community continues to embrace efforts of preserving the 
stories of our area, the Morgan County Genealogical & Historical 
Society is proud to partner with WECO to bring you the newest 
permanent exhibit at the Heritage Museum. 

WECO FM 101.3 will broadcast live from the Morgan County 
Heritage Museum in Wartburg on October 27, 2022 from 3:00-
6:00pm. A ribbon cutting will be held during this broadcast for 
the WECO exhibit on display there.  

This exhibit is a replica of the original WECO broadcast studio 
from August 31, 1970. Vinyl records, tapes, newspaper articles, 
and pictures from the 1970’s will also be on display.  

WECO staff will be on hand to discuss the station’s history.  Stop 
by during the broadcast and register for $500 dollars to be given 
away.

INVITATION TO BID 

Morgan County School 
District is accepting bids 
for the following:

Two Walking Tracks 

at 

146 Liberty Road & 

132 Flat Fork Rd.

Wartburg, TN  37887

Bids must be submitted 
for each individual loca-
tion and may addition-
ally be submitted as a 
total package. Bids are to 

install ¼ mile asphalted 
walking tracks at each 
location. All bidders 
must be bonded. 

Other specifications 
for each walking track 
can be obtained by 
contacting Patricia 
Pace  or Sheila Freels at 
423-346-6214.  Sealed 
bids should be delivered 
to the Morgan County 
Central Office at 136 
Flat Fork Rd.  Wartburg, 
TN 37887, and should 
be identified as “2022 
Walking Track Bid”. 

Bid opening will be 
Tuesday, November 1st 
at 10:00 A.M. in the 
Conference Room of the 

Morgan County Schools 
Central Office in Wart-
burg, Tennessee. Morgan 
County reserves the 
right to reject any and all 
bids. 

Morgan County does not 
discriminate based on 
race, color or national 
origin in federal or state 
sponsored programs, 
pursuant to Title VI of 
the Civil Rights Act of 
1964 (42 U.S.C. 2000d).
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