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It has been one year since the Morgan County Tour-
ism Alliance purchased the Tanner Store so it is 

time for an update.
First and foremost, we want to thank everyone who 
has supported us this past year whether it is through 
the Tanner TakeOuts that are on the first Thursday of 
each month, or by stopping by with encouragement 
and/or volunteer hours for a special need.  The com-
munity has been wonderful with their support which 
is what we need to continue making this store some-
thing of which to be proud.
As we began the restoration/revitalization of the Tan-
ner Store, our first consideration, before anything was 
even started, was installing a new roof to eliminate the 
water leaks.  That was completed in February 2020.
The second consideration was the status of the store 
from an historic perspective.  The store is on the 
National Register for Historic Places which, in turn, 
places some restrictions on any exterior structural 
changes.  
The third consideration was the requirements from 
the State of Tennessee to open the store to the public.  
Bathrooms (2 total, 1 ADA compliant) required new 
plumbing and structuring as did the kitchen area for 
sinks and wash stations.  Electrical had to be updated 
throughout the building to meet code and that project 

is currently underway.
A grant was written to help pay for a central HVAC 
system and we are hoping for the grant to cover 60% 
of that cost.  Estimates have been gathered and sub-
mitted for consideration.
Other improvements are as follows:
• Stabilizing the smaller side of the store by 
painting and repairing walls, ceilings and covering the 
floor. 
• The vault which is a centerpiece of that room 
has been refinished, painted and detailed to make it 
really important to the history of that room.
• Interior door purchased.
• Contacted company for replacing windows that 
are currently boarded.
• Replaced and reinforced floor joists in several 
areas of the large room.
The progress seems slow but and it may look like a 
disaster construction zone, but once it is done, it will 
be done correctly.  The country charm will be added 
in as the interior design begins to develop.
Thank you all for your support.  We hope to have 
some sort of service (like ice cream) available by 
summer, but that mostly depends on how the work 
schedule evolves.  

Morgan County Tourism Alliance 
Gives Update

Courthouse Offices Ad-
justed Schedules because 
of Current Covid-19 
Conditions
Because of the recent spike in Covid-19 
cases in Morgan county and to attempt to 
flatten the curve during this upsurge, Be-
ginning January 6, 2021 until January 31, 
2021, please note the following changes 
to the office’s located in the Courthouse 
and the Courthouse Annex:  

1.  The Circuit Court Clerk’s Office 
– will be open for business during normal 
hours, HOWEVER, citizens are encour-
aged to utilize the following methods if 
at all possible to limit the traffic in the 
Annex:
a. Pay by Phone – The number to 
pay by phone is 423-346-3503
b. Pay Online – www.courtfeepay.
com
c. Drop Box – is on the door locat-
ed on the Annex door (across the street 
from the Main Courthouse).  Payments 
can be dropped in this drop box. 
d. Orders of Protections and Custo-

dy Petitions can be dropped through the 
slot on the door located on the west side 
Annex door (across the street from the 
Main Courthouse).

2. The Election Office will be open 
as usual (Weekdays 8-4).  You can call 
for more information at 423-346-3190.

3.  The County Clerk’s Office will 
be open as usual – you can call the office 
to verify days and hours at 423-346-
3480.  

4. The Trustee’s Office – Will be 
open normal business hours (you can call 
Trustee’s Office at 423-346-3430), but 
encourages you to mail your property tax 
payment if possible to:

Morgan County Trustee
PO Box 189
Wartburg, TN 37887

5. The County Executive’s Office 
– will be open as usual.  The Executive’s 
office can be reached by calling 423-346-
6288.  

6. The Property Assessor’s Office – 
will be open by APPOINTMENT ONLY.  
Please call 423-346-3130 for appoint-
ment.

7. The Clerk and Master’s Office 
– will open as usual.  You can call the 
office to verify operating hours at 423-
346-3881.

8. The Register of Deeds Office – 
will be open as usual.  You can call the 
office to verify operating hours at 423-
346-3105.

MAIN COURTHOUSE DROPBOX 
-  There is a DROPBOX located by the 
main entrance on the EAST SIDE of the 
Main Courthouse.  Payments for any 
office can be left in the dropbox.  We 
strongly suggest you do not put cash in 
the dropbox.  Checks or money orders 
are a much safer option.  PLEASE DO 
NOT LEAVE ANY PAYMENT IN THE 
DROPBOX AFTER 4PM OR ON THE 
WEEKENDS.  Payments will be removed 
by 4pm each workday.  
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Lenvil McCullah, age 86, of 
Deer Lodge, TN, passed away 
December 31, 2020 at Cum-
berland County Medical Center.  
He was a member of the Oak 
Grove Baptist Church in Lanc-
ing and loved playing the guitar 
and singing.  He loved spending 
time with his family whom he 
loved dearly.
 
He is preceded in death by his 
parents; George & Carrie Mc-
Cullah, as well as10 sisters and 
5 brothers.
 
He is survived by his wife of 66 
½ years Connie McCullah; chil-
dren, Judy (Steve) Maurer, Jeff 
(Wendy) McCullah, Karen (Wil-
liam) Zepp, Robert (Tracy) Mc-
Cullah, Matthew (Tuti) McCul-
lah; 12 grandchildren; 16 great 
grandchildren; brothers, Den-
nis (Barbara) McCullah, Dan-
ny (Faith) McCullah and Perry 

McCullah; sister, Nancy (Jim) 
Spradlin and a host of nieces, 
nephews and special friends.
 
The family will receive friends 
Friday, January 8, 2021 at 
Schubert Funeral Home in 
Wartburg from 4:00 - 6:00 p.m.   
There will be a visitation at Mar-
tin Wilson Funeral Home 700 
W. Central Ave. LaFollette, TN 
37766,  Saturday, January 9, 
2021 from 12 to 1 pm with fu-
neral services to follow at 1pm.  
Internment will follow funeral 
services at the Baker Forge Me-
morial Cemetery, 2681 Demory 
Road, LaFollette, TN 37766
In lieu of flowers contributions 
can be made to the Wounded 
Warrior Program at https://www.
woundedwarriorproject.org/mis-
sion/leadership
Schubert Funeral Home is hon-
ored to serve the family of Lenvil 
McCullah.

Lenvil McCullah, 86
Rosella (Redmon) Schubert  
age 88, of Wartburg, passed 
away at home with her loving 
family at her side on Friday, 
Dec. 25 2020 .
She was proceeded in death by 
her husband, Jimmie Schubert;   
father and mother: Perry and 
Winnie Redmon; brothers; Wil-
lie Jay, Shirley, and Glen Red-
mon; sister, Gladys Whaley.
Rosella is survived by daugh-
ters; Donna (Mike) Maples of 
Oakdale, Debbie (Keith) Bullen 
of New Tazewell; son, Ricky 
(Jacqueline) Schubert of New 
Tazewell; brothers; Tom (Mar-
gret), Louis (Betty), Herbert 
(Sharon) Redmon ; sister; Mary 
Ellen Lamance all of Wartburg;  
6 grandchildren,14 great grand-
children; 3 great great grand-
children; and a host of nieces 
nephews and other family and 
friends
Rosella was a lifelong mem-
ber of Liberty Baptist Church 
in Wartburg where she was a 
mission minded Christian. She 

had a keen sense of humor 
and loved to see people laugh 
and have a good time. Rosel-
la worked at Tennford Weaving 
Company until the company 
closed, she retired at that time. 
She will be remembered for her 
beautiful smile that could light up 
the room. She loved her family, 
church family, and work family.
Family and friends may come by 
to pay their respects on Tues-
day December 29 between 9:00 
A.M. and 2:00 P.M. at Schubert 
Funeral Home in Wartburg. 
The graveside service will be at 
3:00 P.M. at the Liberty Baptist 
Church Cemetery in Wartburg, 
TN with Dr. Paul Frick officiat-
ing.
The family request in lieu of 
flowers that donations be made 
to Liberty Baptist Church build-
ing fund in her memory.
 Pallbearers : Grandsons and 
Great Grandsons
  Schubert Funeral Home 
is honored to serve the family of 
Rosella Schubert.

Rosella (Redmon) Schubert, 88

Donald E. Trissel, age 66, of 
Sunbright, TN passed away De-
cember 30, 2020.

He is preceded in death by 
his wife, Charlotte Trissel; his 
parents Charles and Joanna 
Trissel; brother, Bob Trissel; 
step-father, Carl Smith; and 
special uncle and aunt, Ralph 
and Bettie Goodwin.

He is survived by his daughter, 
Joanna (Kyle) Schubert; grand-
son, Leeland Schubert; sisters, 

Debbie (Dave) Spencer and 
Vickie (Chet) Decker; brother 
John Trissel; special uncle and 
aunt, Jim and Susan Evans, 
and a host of extended family 
and special friedns

The family is honoring Donald’s 
request to be cremated. No Me-
morial services are scheduled 
at this time.

Schubert Funeral Home is hon-
ored to serve the family of Don-
ald Trissel.

Donald E. Trissel, 66

For the weapons we fight with are 
Spiritual not carnal for the pulling 

down of Strongholds.
The word Strongholds in the original 
Greek language is Pharma-
kia. The Greeks gave us the 
first Doctors of medicine 
who prescribed Herbs or 
other remedies that nature 

gave them. It was not long before 
these Greek Doctors began to profit 

from suggesting methods of curing ailments and our 
modern cult of Aeschalepius was Born. His symbol 
is a Serpent on Pole.  He is considered the God of 
Medicine and his Temple in Pergamum was the Target 
of Jesus Christ letter to the Church in Pergamos in 
Revelation 2. 
Why did Jesus Christ himself feel motivated to rebuke 
the Church at Pergamos? I believe it is because he 
provided for the healing of the flesh through the 39 
lashes he received at the hands of the Romans prior 
to his crucifixion.  These Lashes matched the number 
of Diseases that would befall mankind in the Book of 
Leviticus. It is no coincidence. God gave us his writ-
ten word as his warranty Deed over Death, Hell and 
the grave to include sickness, yet we Christians have 
allowed ourselves to rely on Government as God to 
provide healthcare and Pharmakia to our own detri-
ment. Nothing but belief in God paying our sin debt 
on Calvary will return us to sound Biblical instruction 
found only in the Two-edged sword of Both Testa-
ments of our Bible. A return to Faith in God, will heal 
us and protect us from the Current attack by Satan; 
Covid19. God’s allows pestilence to chasten his chil-
dren back to sound Biblical Literacy. 
Addiction to all things Doctors can provide legally 
has led to our current Pill epidemic. We have surren-
dered our weapons to the Cult of Aeschalepius. Doctors can not 

deliver you from the power of fear Government has paralyzed 
Christians with. Only faith in the Blood of the Lamb of God cov-
ering us from all unrighteousness, will return us to sound Biblical 
instruction, and that will take Repentance and return to the entire 

Testimony of Scripture that is identified as Jesus 
Christ as our Spiritual Sword with two edges. 
Next time you need a doctor or medicine, remem-
ber Jesus Christ did not die to make bad men good, 
he died to raise dead men to life. That resurrec-
tion must include our personal Death to all things 
Government as God can provide for us. Put on the 
Armor of God, Take with you the two-edged sword 
of God’s written revealed word, and call for fire in 
prayer to God for the healing of your loved ones 
caught in the grips of the stronghold of other God’s. 
Never be afraid to share the reason for the Joy with-
in you. He has a name, it is Yeshua ha Messiah or 
as we westerners refer to him as Jesus The Christ. 
The one who died to pay our sin debt to God the 
Father. He was crucified upon a cross of wood, yet 
He created the hill upon which it stood! Even so 
come Lord Jesus. Hallelujah !!

 Staff Sergeant John Burns enlisted into the United States 
Army on September 23, 1987 as an 11C Infantry Mortarman. He 
graduated from the 7th Infantry Division, Ranger Class 11/89 
and served in the invasion of Panama, Desert Storm and the 
Battle of Mogadishu while assigned to the 75th Rangers. 
 Some of his many decorations, awards and badges 
include; Bronze Star Medal for Valor, Purple Heart, Merito-
rious Service Medal, Sniper Badge, Pathfinder Badge, Master 
Parachutist Badge, Combat Infantry Badge and Expert Infantry 
Badge. Throughout his prestigious military career, he traveled to 
forty-five countries on five continents and all but two states while 
serving in the military. 
 He currently serves as the Chaplain for the Special Oper-
ations Warrior Foundation. His devout faith demonstrates to all 
he comes into contact with that he believes nothing but the blood 
of Jesus Christ can cleanse us from all unrighteousness. He en-
joys writing and teaching God’s Word while sharing his faith with 
a dying world.

John Burns
Columnist

Spiritual Weapons
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Historically Speaking
The Forgotten Detachment
By Ray Smith - Oak Ridge City Historian

My good friend Bill Sergeant had called me 
once again with another good story. I was al-
ways delighted when that happened. His mem-
ory was awesome! As you would know if you 
had heard him speak publicly, his storytelling 
abilities were grand. 

Bill was a Captain in the United States Army 
when he was transferred to serve as the Exec-
utive Officer for Major Lloyd Robert Block in 
the Army Corps of Engineers, head of Security 
for the Clinton Engineer Works. Bill arrived in 
Oak Ridge in March of 1944. 

After the end of World War II and a few short 
years of more mundane work helping with the 
transition from military to civilian control of 
Oak Ridge, Bill later took what was likely the 
largest contingent of men from one city to sup-
port the Korean War. In 1950, he led close to 
300 members of the 194th Engineer Battalion 
of the National Guard as a Lieutenant Colonel. 
They were part of the first wave to head for 
Korea. The men were given only three weeks to 
settle their affairs. 

Bill returned from Korea in 1952 to a job as 
the deputy head of security in Oak Ridge for 
the Atomic Energy Commission. He was soon 
promoted to head of Security, a position he held 
until his retirement in 1979. 

This story is about the Military Police who 
were assigned to provide security for the Clin-
ton Engineer Works during the Manhattan Proj-
ect. Their assignment included the security for 
the city of Oak Ridge and all the federal prop-
erty on the reservation except for the immediate 
plant sites which were secured by local guard 
forces hired by the contractor of each site. 

A side note is in order here. The Tennessee 
Eastman Company that operated the Y-12 Elec-
tromagnetic Separation Plant is known to have 
hired young women right out of high school 
to work as what we know today as “Calutron 
Girls” but they were known then as “Cubicle 
Operators.” What you may not realize is that 
Tennessee Eastman also hired some women to 
work as guards. 

Bill recalled seeing the women guards, locally 
known as “Guardette’s,” when he would go to 
Y-12 on security related matters. He said the 
other sites did not use women for guards, only 
Y-12. He thought Tennessee Eastman was quite 
progressive in the way they made opportunities 
for women. It was most unusual for the time. 

As history tells us, the Special Engineer De-
tachment was a large contingent of technical 
and scientific personnel who had been draft-
ed in the Army. They were collected into this 
special category and assigned to the Manhattan 
Project to do the technical work needed. There 
were 1,800 assigned to Los Alamos and 1,257 
in Oak Ridge as well as several in Hanford and 
the many other locations of the project. 

The Manhattan District office at Oak Ridge 
was where Colonel Nichols ran the day to day 
activities of the entire Manhattan Project. Oak 
Ridge also served as the Women’s Army Corps 
Headquarters for enlisted women stationed at 
Hanford, Los Alamos and all other locations. 
There were 422 enlisted women who served to 
provide administrative and other support work, 
I am not sure of how many were assigned to 
Oak Ridge. 

But history does not report nearly as much on 
the “Forgotten Detachment” that Bill remem-
bers. While doing research for this article, 
I did come upon mention of it in a recently 
purchased copy of Manhattan, The Army and 
the Atomic Bomb, by Vincent Jones, where he 
says, “The CEW Branch administered the local 
civilian guard force and the military police 
contingent that protected the Tennessee reserva-
tion.” 

Here are Bill’s recollections of that “military 
police contingent” or by his term, “The Forgot-
ten Detachment.” Enjoy the story. 
Bill said, “In New Orleans, already set to 
deploy overseas, was an Army Military Police 
Company. Their orders were changed at the 
very last moment before departure and they 
were sent to Oak Ridge. Major Lloyd Robert 

Block and I met the train bringing them to Oak 
Ridge.” Block was responsible for the Oak 
Ridge operations of the Intelligence and Se-
curity Division headed by Lt. Col. William B. 
Parsons, who reported to Colonel Nichols but 
kept General Groves informed directly of all 
intelligence and security matters. 

This was in June of 1944, less than three 
months after Bill’s arrival at Oak Ridge. Yet 
things were happening in rapid succession. It 
was only a few weeks before the July 6, 1944 
Troop Train Wreck at Highcliff, TN, near Jel-
lico. Bill would take a platoon of these newly 
arrived Military Police with him to take charge 

of that accident scene. Can’t you just see the 
fast-paced chain of events that were just routine 
daily activities for Oak Ridge during the Man-
hattan Project…exciting times, for sure! 

Bill indicated that the newly arrived personnel, 
some 150 of them, were taken to dormitory 
and barracks quarters that had quickly been 
arranged for them to occupy. The next morn-
ing, they were awakened by the sound of a 
voice telling them to get up so the “maids can 
make the beds.” This was a welcome surprise 
to them. Remember, just a matter of hours ago, 
they were on a path toward deployment over-
seas, in the middle of a war. 

Now they found themselves in a situation 
where “maids” were going to make their beds 
and clean their rooms. They weren’t in a war 
zone, they weren’t in danger of being shot, they 
weren’t even going to be required to do KP 
or any of those routine military things. They 
must have pinched themselves to be sure they 
weren’t dreaming! 

Bill said they even had a small Post Exchange 
(store where they could purchase items at a mil-
itary discount). This Military Police Company 
was now reassigned to the Corps of Engineers 
and was a part of the Intelligence and Security 
Division, something quite different than any-
thing they had ever seen before. They were 
learning things they never knew existed before 
coming to Oak Ridge. 

They were assigned the duty to secure the “low-
er gates,” as Bill calls them. Those gates were 
the Gallaher, White Wing and Poplar Creek 
Gates. Civilian guards were kept on the Elza, 
Edgemoor, Solway and Oliver Springs Gates. 

Bill also spoke about what might be the first 
“rapid response force” in Oak Ridge. He and 
Major Block determined to use one platoon of 
the Military Police as an always ready force 
that Colonel Nichols or Lt. Col. Parsons could 
call on in an emergency. They were organized 
to have a team on ready standby at all times 
and were subject to being called into action at a 
moment’s notice. 

Another unusual thing about this “Forgotten 
Detachment” was that Major Block was a very 
athletic individual, being tall and muscular. He 
might have played football before becoming a 
military officer. He formed a football team of 
members of the Military Police in Oak Ridge. 
They traveled to other military posts and played 
football games, winning every single game. 

They felt they were good enough to play the 
best in the nation and even talked about being 

capable of beating the University of Tennes-
see’s football team. Bill reminded me that this 
was 1944, when UT went to the Rose Bowl. He 
readily admitted that the UT team would have 
likely mopped up the field with the Military 
Police team, but that did not keep them from 
telling themselves they were a very good team 
that never lost a game! 

When World War II ended and the Manhattan 
Project was transferred from military to civilian 
control, Bill was tasked to close out the Mil-
itary Police Detachment. Many of them went 
back to their homes if they had jobs to return to. 

Others transitioned to the civilian police 
force known as the Atomic Energy Com-
mission Patrol for the city of Oak Ridge and 
continued their role much the same as when 
they were military police, manning the sev-
en gates to Oak Ridge. Still others were able 
to get skilled craft work on the government 
sites. 
On March 19, 1949, when the gates were 
opened to Oak Ridge, the three white guard 
stations were put into service that isolated 
the three government sites and these civil-
ian AEC Patrol officers manned those gates 
as well as the lower gates that were still in 
operation. 

This arrangement lasted until 1953, when 
the gates were moved back to the three sites 
and all the main roads were opened to the 
public. Even then, the AEC Patrol moni-
tored the back roads to assure that no one 

travelled them as any unauthorized access 
there was a security risk. Members of the pu-
bic were only allowed on the main roads. 

Bill returned to Oak Ridge in 1952 when his 
assignment to Korea was completed. He later 
had the job of the Deputy Director of Physi-
cal Security under Frank Callahan, for whom 
the Callahan Towers at 115 Fairbanks Road is 
named. Callahan had come to Oak Ridge after 
being assigned to the Mound Facility in Mi-
amisburg, OH. 

Later, Bill became Director of AEC Physical 
Security until retirement. Of course, he has had 
another great career after retirement as “Mr. 
Rotary” and for many years helped lead the 
international effort to rid the world of Polio. He 
is one of my heroes. 

Thanks Bill, for yet another great story from 
our past. 

 Oak Ridge was created as a part 
of the Manhattan Project in 1942 to help 
stop World War II. The atomic bomb, Little 
Boy, fueled by uranium 235 separated at 
Oak Ridge helped to do just that.
 Oak Ridge began in war, has con-
tinued to support our nation’s efforts 
through the Cold War, and even now in 
the age of terrorism. Oak Ridge has also 
produced nuclear medicine, nuclear power 
and fuel for the US Navy nuclear subma-
rines and ships.
 This “Secret City” nestled in Ap-
palachia near Morgan County and where 
many from Morgan County go each day 
to work, continues today to produce scien-
tific discoveries used worldwide and still 
routinely makes history. These Historically 
Speaking stories will provide insight into 
the people of Oak Ridge and the work 
they do to help humankind.  Historically 
Speaking is written by D. Ray Smith, Oak 
Ridge City Historian, retired Y-12 National 
Security Complex Historian and Vietnam 
Veteran.     

Bill Sergeant, was the retired head of security, 
“Mr. Rotary” and my friend whom I miss greatly! 
(Photo Submitted)

Budget Meeting January 11, 
2021 at 6:00 p.m.
and there will be a County Commis-
sion Meeting January 11, 2021 at 
7:00 p.m.
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Dave’s Seamless
Guttering

Sunbright TN 423-628-2444

Tuesday,
January 5, 2021

RAEZACK’S GRILL & DELI
Drive Thru or Dine In

Tues & Wed 7 am-8 pm | Thurs - Sat 7 am-9pm
Closed Sunday & Monday

14428 SCOTT HIGHWAY
HELENWOOD, TN

(423) 569-DELI

Pilot Mountain Diner
423-628-6200

6687 Morgan County Hwy.
Lancing, TN

Mon - Fri 6:00 am - 4:00 pm
Call In or Dine In

R.M.G. 
Roane Metals Group 

LLC
Paying Top Dollar for 

your scrap metals
Open Monday-Friday

8 am to 430 pm
Every second and fourth Saturday of 

the month 
from 8 til noon

Roane County Industrial 
Park

Rockwood, TN
865-354-4282

5605 Hwy 127 N
Crossville, TN
931-707-0907

Wartburg Family 
Medical Center

Thomas G. Allen, M.D.
Family Practice and Sports Medicine

Proudly Serving Morgan County
Since 1992

950 Min Street (Suite A)
Wartburg, TN. 37887

423 346 2620
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When I look back 
at 2020 so much 
comes to mind. 
The pandemic, 
the election, civil 
unrest, the BLM 
movement, and 
freshly the Christ-
mas Day bombing 
in Nashville. My 
family also lost 
a lot of friends 
to COVID-19 as 
I know so many 
people across 
the country lost 
friends and family 
to the deadly virus. 

With years like 
2020 it is so im-
portant to look 
through the tur-
moil and reflect 
on the countless 
blessings God has 
given us. We can 
all do this simple 
task and I prom-
ise it will bring a 
smile to our fac-
es. When I look 
back for the good 
God gave in 2020 
I remember; my 
wife and I joined 
Liberty Baptist 
Church in Kings-
ton on the first 
Sunday of 2020, I 
finally earned my 
Associates Degree 
in Applied Tech-
nology and Orga-

nizational Leader-
ship, I was invited 
to speak about my 
military experi-
ences and personal 
battles with PTSD, 
depression, and 
anxiety to three 
different churches, 
I helped my won-

derful friend Tom 
Redmon publish 
his first book, my 
family experienced 
farm life and coun-
try living for the 
first time by rais-
ing a pig and sev-

eral chickens, most 
of my family have 
fought COVID-19 
and all have won 
their personal 
battles, I was able 
to write 52 weekly 
articles in the Mor-
gan County Today, 
I was blessed with 

new friendships 
with Tom Redmon 
and Charles Shad-
den, I was once 
again able to enjoy 
the experience and 
freedom of rid-
ing a motorcycle, 

East Tennessee 
was blessed with 
a white Christ-
mas, although 
Thanksgiving and 
Christmas were 
both uniquely cele-
brated we still had 
plenty to celebrate 
and regardless of 
the outcome the 
election year is 
over and God is 
still in control.
As we set New 
Year resolutions 
and goals for 2021 
let’s not forget 
God was in control 
of 2020 regard-
less of how we 
feel about the year 
and He will be in 
control of 2021. 
2021 is a new 

beginning but let’s 
keep in mind that 
a Christian’s life 
isn’t promised to 
be easy and 2021 
may not be. Keep 
your faith in Jesus 
Christ and when 
hard times come 
don’t look down 
but look up toward 
Him. 
Happy New 
Year!!! 

Count Your Blessings
By: MSG. Fred Mize

MSG Fred Mize
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January 5, 2021

Zion National 
Park
I was able to visit Zion National Park 
a couple weeks before Christmas.  The 
national park is located in Springdale, 
Utah; it’s about a 3-hour drive from Las 
Vegas, NV.  The park is known for its 

mountainous scenery distinguished by 
its steep canyon walls and red cliffs.  
It’s one of the best national parks in the 
United States.  If you like to hike, the 
park offers a bunch of different trials 
with varying degrees of difficulty.

Springdale, UT is right by the entrance 
of the park.  It’s a neat little town to stay 
in during your visit.  Springdale has 
several locally owned restaurants, shops, 
cafes, coffee shops, and craft stores.  
What’s really cool about the town is 
there are no chain stores of any kind 
besides a Subway sandwich franchise.  
If you like to support local; Springdale, 
UT offers you the ability to do that and 
avoid corporate chains.  

Because of the location and unique 
geography of Zion National Park, there 
are numerous plant species and animal 
diversity.  “The park has 289 species of 

birds, 75 mammals, 19 species of bats, 
and 32 reptiles.  They inhabit the park’s 
four life zones: desert, riparian, wood-
land, and coniferous forest.  Zion na-
tional park includes mountains, canyons, 
buttes, mesas, monliths, rivers, slot 
canyons, and natural arches”. (Source:  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zion_Na-
tional_Par)

I hiked around the park, 
but the most memorable 
hikes were called the 
Watchman and Angel’s 
Landing. Angel’s land-
ing was one of the most 
intense hikes of my life. 
It’s a steep 2.5 mile climb 
up the canyon.  Once you 
get to the top, the rest of 
the way you have to use 
a chain to climb up an-
other .5 miles.  There are 
no guard rails or safety 
measures.  I didn’t make 
it very far before turning 
around and heading back 
down.  It was snowing 
that day, the rocks were 
slippery, and it started 
getting too crowded.  I 
would recommend this 
hike to someone in the 

summertime, but not in the winter.  It 
was definitely worth the hike for the 
first 2.5 miles.  The scenery is absolute-
ly amazing.  

I visited Zion National Parking during 
the off season which was right before 
winter.  The park was still pretty busy, 
but of course this year was a lot differ-
ent because of the pandemic. I actually 
liked visiting this time of year because 
of the beauty of the snow in the moun-
tains. The town was dressed in Christ-
mas lights and décor and that really put 
you in the Christmas spirit. Zion Na-
tional Park should be on your list to visit 
in the future.  

How can I find or listen to The Zack 
Ballinger Show?  The show will have 2 
to 3 guests per week on various careers 
in The United States.  You can listen 
live via YouTube by searching for Zack 

Ballinger and sub-
scribing.  The show 
is also posted on 
Facebook on www.
facebook.com/
thezackballinger.  
What if you want to listen to a pod-
cast?  The show can be found on iTunes, 
IHeartRadio, and Spotify: search for The 
Zack Ballinger Show and you can find 
all the episodes.

Zack graduated from Wartburg Cen-
tral High School in 2001 and from the 
University of Tennessee, Knoxville in 
2004. Since graduation he has become 
a TedX Motivational Speaker, Author, 
and Career Consultant. He travels the 
world giving back and hosting seminars 
teaching people on various topics. Zack 
has established an ongoing annual 
scholarship at his Alma Mater, Wart-
burg, which has inspired others to give 
back as well. 
Visit www.zackballinger.com for more 
of Zack’s travels and events.

Around The World and Back Again
with Zack Ballinger

Zack Ballinger

Opinions expressed by readers and columnists do not necessarily reflect those of Morgan County Today
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Happy New Year!  Hello 2021!  
That sure has a funny sound 
doesn’t it?

Beginning a new year does not 
automatically mean things are 
going to get better soon.  There 
is so much illness and sadness all 
around us.  I heard a preacher say 
the other day that the one resolu-
tion we should make is to draw 
nearer to God.  That includes pray-
ing and reading His word. 

 

If you know me very well, you 
know I like to work jigsaw puz-
zles.  I don’t like really hard ones 
and I prefer 500 or less pieces.  We 
received several as Christmas gifts.  
Since Christmas, we have worked 
5 puzzles and one of those was 
1,000 pieces.   

 

It is Girl Scout Cookie time!  If 
you would like to place an order 
with a local Girl Scout Troop, con-
tact Robin Greer or Jennifer Lewis 
on Facebook and they will be 
happy to take your order.  Delivery 
will be in February and you pay 
when the cookies are delivered.

 

Happy Birthday to China Hutchin-
son who turned 24 on December 
31.  China lives with her parents, 
Hutch and Marilyn, in Nolensville.  
The family celebrated China’s 
birthday by going to Olive Garden 
and then several family and friends 
sang Happy Birthday to China 
over the phone. 

 

Happy Birthday to Lois Nance 
who celebrated her 75th birthday 
Saturday, January 2.  Wishing 
you many more blessed years Ms. 
Lois!

 

Joe, Valerie and Maura Lake of 
Fayetteville, NC arrived at our 
house Sunday, December 27 and 
stayed a couple of days.  We had 
our family Christmas on Monday, 
December 28.  Instead of our tra-
ditional ham dinner, we had break-
fast for our Christmas meal and it 
was delicious!   

 

Audrey Rogers of Murfreesboro 
enjoyed spending Christmas Eve 
and Christmas Day with her par-
ents and sister, her grandparents 
Danny and Sue Redmon and Carol 
Rogers and other family members.

 

Ruth Headrick had several visitors 
during Christmas.  On Christ-
mas morning, Reggie and Candy 
brought her breakfast and shared 
the meal with her.  Later that day, 
Dean and Debbie, Landon, Tessa 
and Hallie Jane from Crossville 
visited with her.  Rolland, Kristi, 
Bryson, Evan and Preston visited 
as did William, Kristy, Taylor, 
Liam and Kelsey Smith.  On 
Sunday night following Christmas, 
Stanley and Bridget Smith and 
their family visited.  She enjoyed a 
visit from her grandson Benjamin 
and his mom, Denise.  Benjamin 
is a Junior at Tennessee Tech.  Her 
daughters, Diana and Darlene also 
visited during the holidays. 

 

Poke and Kay Johnson of Piney 
had a good Christmas.  On Christ-
mas Eve, their sons and their fami-
lies visited.  Tyler, Tiffany, Landon 
and McKinleigh came from Sweet-
water and Cory, Shannon and 
Emery were there to enjoy finger 
foods.  Taylor, Tammy, Savannah, 
Morgan and Marley also joined 
them until the snow got heavier 
and some headed home. On Christ-
mas Day, the Johnson’s had a big 
dinner.  Savannah, Morgan and 
Marley spent the night with them.  
They had visits from Ritchie, Niki, 
Bella and Lily Van Hoose and 
Riley Tilson.  New Year’s Day was 
celebrated with McKinleigh John-
son who rang in the New Year with 
Mamaw and Papaw.

 

Jordan and Rachael Clipson Miller 
were married on December 26 in a 
small, private ceremony but were 
able to have their church wedding 
on Saturday, January 2 at Piney 
Baptist Church.  The ceremony 
was beautiful, the weather was 
perfect and Travis Langley did a 
great job officiating.  Congratula-
tions Jordan and Rachael!

 

Please remember families who 
have lost loved ones recently and 
over the last year. 

 

DeWayne Powers passed away 
Wednesday, December 30.  Ser-
vices were held Sunday, January 3 
at Schubert Funeral Home and in-
terment was in the Powers Family 
Cemetery on Powers Loop Road.  
Keep his mother, Shirley and his 
sister, Jeannie and his children and 
grandchildren in your prayers.

 

Sympathy to the family of Laura 
Helton who passed away Janu-

ary 1.  Services are scheduled for 
today, January 5 at Liberty Baptist 
Church in Kingston.  Receiving of 
friends will be from 5:00 – 7:00 
with the funeral following at 7:00.  
Interment will be at Pine Orchard 
Cemetery tomorrow, Wednesday, 
January 6 at noon.

 

Condolences to the family of 
Francis Ladd who passed away 
Saturday, January 2.  At this time, 
the full obituaries for Laura and 
Francis are not available.

As you all know, all of God’s 
Word is wonderful but I feel led to 
share this verse this week.  I think 
this is the perfect verse for us to 
apply to our lives.  

Rejoicing in hope; patient in 
tribulation; continuing instant in 
prayer; Romans 12:12

(Acts 14:1-7) more evangelism: Iconium was a rich agricultural 
community in Galatia. There was a synagogue there and Paul and 
Barnabas preached the gospel with significant results from among 
Jews and Greeks alike. On the other hand, some Jews were “dis-
obedient.” Note the distinction between “believed” (v.1) and dis-
obedient” (v. 2). “Believed” equals “obeyed.” In the book of Acts 
there is no such thing as genuine belief apart from obedience. Paul 
and Barnabas remained there a long while, speaking the “word of 
his grace,” which was confirmed by miraculous signs (v. 3). Grace 
is not some irresistible force; rather, it is a divine message of favor 
made known via the gospel word. But the city was divided; part 
of the people inclined toward the hostile Jews, while others were 
sympathetic to Paul and Barnabas. “Apostles” (v. 4) is used in a 
generic sense of “those sent”; Barnabas was not an apostle in the 
same sense as Paul (“messenger” Phil. 2:25). When persecution 
intensified, they moved on, stopping at Lystra.
  (Acts 14:8-18) a miracle at Lystra: Lystra was about eighteen 
miles southwest of Iconium. Sitting there in a public place was 
a man who had been a invalid since birth, never having walked. 
The man had been listening to Paul, perhaps showing some visi-
ble interest; Paul, seeing that the man had faith to be healed (Mk. 
2:5), commanded him to stand on his feet. The man leaped up and 
started walking (not just a step or so). The crowd was enthralled, 
assuming Paul and Barnabas were “gods” who merely appeared 
to be men; they would have worshipped them had they not been 
stopped. The brothers “tore their garments” (a dramatic symbol of 
protest) and respectfully explained their position.
   They declared: (a They were not gods, but ordinary men. (b) 
They had “good news”; the people should turn from “vain” (un-
productive) idols and serve the ever-living God. (c) This God 
was the powerful Creator of all things. (d) He had not exacted 
judgment yet upon the nation, who were rebellious, walking in 
their own ways. The implication: eventually he would (17:30). (e) 
God’s goodness is providentially apparent in bountiful blessings of 
nature. 
   In spite of the adulation of Lystra’s citizenry---which the mis-
sionaries were barely able to restrain---there appears to have been 
no conversions. At least none is mentioned. This is a mark of liter-
ary integrity, void of blustering embellishment. 
   (Acts 14:19-28) violent persecution: presently however, Jews 

(missionaries of mischief) arrived from Atioch and Iconium with 
blood in their eyes. The fickle crowds were stirred and Paul was 
stoned and dragged out of the city. The subdued nature of this de-
scription, bereft of gory details, is clear evidence of divine restraint 
on Luke’s inspired pen. Paul survived and he and Barnabas went 
back into the city. The next day, they headed toward Derbe, sixty 
miles southeast of Lystra. 
   At Derbe they “made many disciples” (Mk. 28:19). They then 
backtracked to Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch (a courageous maneu-
ver), and kept on exhorting Christians to “continue in the faith,” 
which reveals that it is possible to not continue therein. The ex-
pression, “the faith,” demonstrates an exclusive body of doctrine; 
it is the “one faith” of which Paul speaks elsewhere (Eph. 4:5). 
The apostles emphasized to the disciples that they would encoun-
ter “many tribulations,” but that by means of these pressures they 
“must enter the kingdom.” “Kingdom” in this context refers to 
heaven (2 Tim. 4:18).
   Since Paul had been endowed with the ability to impart spiritu-
al gifts, which would be needed for newly established churches, 
elders were appointed in every congregation (“gifts” and “pastors” 
Eph. 4:8, 11). Paul and Barnabas fasted, prayed, and commended 
these saints to their Lord. They traveled onward, stopping briefly 
to preach in Perga (with no recorded results). From the seaport 
Attalia they sailed back to the Syrian coast and returned to their 
home base at Antioch. The church assembled for a report. It had 
been a wonderful trip. God had worked through them and “a door 
of faith” had been opened through which the Gentiles had entered. 
The two missionaries remained with the saints there for about a 
year. Some feel that Paul wrote his letter to the “churches of Gala-
tia” during this time.  

Answering the error@GBNTV.ORG 
BIBLETALK.TV Mike Mazzalongo
video.wvbs.org
FortifyYourFaith.org

MELVIN HOWARD

Melvin Howard’s Weekly column is sponsored by

The Lord’s Church
102 Paxton Road, Lancing

Acts Chapter 14

The Morgan County Community 
Collaborative, Together Morgan 
County, will have their monthly 
virtual meeting Friday, January 15 
at 9:00 a.m.  Anyone who is inter-
ested in learning more about the 
work of the collaborative is wel-
come to join the meeting.  There 
will be a discussion about future 
plans to benefit families in Mor-
gan County.  Everyone is welcome 
to participate. To learn more, 
contact Sandra Helton at heltons@
mcsed.net.  
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Law Enforcement Officer of the Week
Presented by Jerry Duncan Ford

Hometown Heroes

Morgan County Today is pleased 
to honor First Sergeant Jason Ber-

ry as the veteran of the week. 
1SG Berry grew up with a life 

long desire to serve in the mili-
tary. His inspiration was fostered 

from those in his family who 
courageously served in the United 

States Army before him. 
1SG Berry’s military career be-

gan on January 16, 1997 when he 
enlisted into the Tennessee Army 
National Guard and has served 

continuously since. 
He completed both Basic Com-

bat Training and Advanced Indi-
vidual Training as a Field Artillerymen at Fort Sill, Oklahoma where he 

graduated as one of the top Soldiers of his class due to having the highest 
Basic Rifle Marksmanship score qualifying “Expert” due to shooting 40 

out of 40 targets. He never accepted doing any less than his very best 
in any training assignment. He graduated from the Primary Leadership 
Development Course as the Honor Graduate and as the Distinguished 
Honor Graduate in both the Basic Non-commissioned Officers Course 

and Advance Non-commissioned Officers Course.
His military career has been filled with countless training assignments 

and deployments of which he was always heavily depended on due to al-
ways performing well above the military standards for his assigned rank. 
His high level of professionalism and patriotism earned him the presti-

gious and well-deserved rank of First Sergeant on April 19, 2013.
1SG Berry’s military duties have sent him overseas to serve two tours 

of duty in Operation Iraqi Freedom in 2004-2005 and 2010 and one tour 

of duty in Poland in 2018-
2019.

When asked what has been 
the highlight of his military 

career he stated without hesi-
tation, “it has been the connec-
tions I’ve made over the years 
by meeting Soldiers who’ve 
became forever lasting mem-
bers of his green family. Nor-
mally friends come and go but 

the friends I’ve made in the 
National Guard will last forev-
er as members of my family.” 

Although 1SG Berry has 
lived the life of a Soldier 

which has been filled with 
undying service to others it 
simply could not have been 

done as it was without the un-
wavering support of his loving 
and cherished wife Shelly. Jason has had Shelly’s love and support since 
their wedding day on March 13, 1999 and they have been blessed with 

two amazing children Alexis and Logan. 
Morgan County Today, cannot thank both 1SG Jason and Shelly Berry 

for their continuous service and sacrifices they’ve made for our state and 
country. They are both inspirations that should be emulated by all who 

strive to reach for their dreams and to fulfill the dreams of others. Thank 
you both and God bless!  

     Davis Funeral Home’s
 Veteran of the Week

Tuesday,
January 5, 2021

Benefits of the New Stimulus Package
According to IRS IR-
2020-280, stimulus 
direct deposits may 
be going out as soon 
as December 29 and 
checks will begin to be 
mailed on December 
30.
The new $900 billion 

stimulus bill that Presi-
dent Trump signed does 

more than providing $600 checks to individu-
als.
The package will provide measures that will 
help people who have lost their jobs and will 
also help small businesses.
The legislation provides a direct payment 
of $600 for individual adults who meet the 
income requirements. They will receive the 
$600 stimulus if their 2019 adjusted gross 
income was $75,000 or less.  People who filed 
with head of household status can earn up to 
$112,500 and a married couple can make up to 
$150,000.
Eligible families would receive an additional 
$600 for each child that qualifies.
In this stimulus package, payments won’t be 
denied to citizens who are married to someone 
without a social security number. This will 

allow some spouses of undocumented immi-
grants to claim the stimulus benefit.
Millions of Americans who are still unem-
ployed will benefit from the bill that was 
passed. Congress extended several programs to 
help people who are out of work. The bill will 
provide benefits for 11 weeks. However, the 
new benefit is $300 per week, which is half of 
the benefit the stimulus bill in the spring.
The bill also extends Pandemic Unemployment 
Assistance which is a program for freelancers 
and independent contractors. The benefit will 
also be for 11 weeks but will be limited to $100 
a week.
The new bill sets aside $285 billion for addi-
tional loans to small businesses under the Pay-
check Protection Plan. However, this version 
has stricter terms than the original program. 
The maximum loan amount is limited to $2 
million and is only available to borrowers with 
fewer than 300 employees that had at least a 
25 percent decrease in sales from a year ear-
lier during at least one quarter. The bill also 
includes $12 billion specifically designated 
for minority-owned businesses. Publicly trad-
ed companies will not be eligible under this 
legislation.
The legislation provides nearly $70 billion for 
several public health programs. It includes $20 

billion for the purchase of vaccines and $8 
billion for the vaccine distribution. Addition-
ally, $20 billion will be provided to help states 
continue testing and tracing.
The bill will provide $10 billion for the child-
care industry which will help daycares with 
reduced enrollment. This will allow them to 
continue paying their staff’s wages.
The legislation will help millions of people 
avoid unexpected medical bills from visits to 
the hospital. The bill prohibits hospitals from 
charging for services like emergency treatment 
by out-of-network doctors, which patients often 
have no control over. 
The bill also includes benefits for schools, 
tenants unable to pay their rent, and food stamp 
and nutritional assistance such as Meals on 
Wheels.

David Zubler is a tax accountant and En-
rolled Agent in East Tennessee representing 
clients before the IRS and has over 25 years 
of tax experience. He is the author of four 
tax books and is the founder and president 
of Your Tax Care. The company provides 
business and tax education to the public at 
its website, YourTaxCare.com. David can be 
reached at (865) 363-3019 or contacted by 
email at zublerdavid@gmail.com.

David Zubler

With a heavy heart the 
Morgan County Today, is 
honoring Jackson (Jackie) 
King Rather III, as the law 
enforcement officer of the 
week. Jackie passed on De-
cember 29th from complica-
tions of COVID-19. He was 
fifty-seven-years old, and 
resided in Oliver Springs, 
TN. 
Jackie was a proud father, a 
loyal significant other, an in-
spirational leader, and a good 
man to all. He enjoyed rid-
ing his motorcycle, grilling 

and smoking 
meat with 
his family 
and friends 
on the week-
ends, an avid 
traveler and 
lover of the 
beach, and 
he thrived on 
protecting 
his commu-
nity while at 
work. Jackie 
was an em-
ployee of the 

Tennessee 
Department 
of Correction 
at the Mor-
gan County 
Correctional 
Complex 
for over 30 
years, and he 
was strongly 
admired by 
his many co-
workers. He 
will be deep-
ly missed 
and never 

forgotten by all who knew 
and loved him. 
It was evident to all who 
knew Jackie, that he was 
a loving and compassion-
ate man. He will be greatly 
missed by all who had the 
absolute pleasure to know 
him as family or friend. 

Subscribe to Morgan County Today.
 Call (423) 346-2329.
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Community Supporters

Trending

CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocate)
of the Tennessee Valley is seeking volunteers

to advocate for abused and/or neglected
children in  Loudon, Morgan, and Roane

Counties.  Volunteers come from all
lifestyles. No prior experience is required or

needed to be a CASA Volunteer.  
Our CASA program provides you 

with all the training and tools you need.  All it
takes is 10 to 15 hours a month of your time and
a heart to make a lasting difference in a child’s
life.  By volunteering for CASA, you can help

children avoid trauma that could have a negative
impact on their lives, and replace their adverse

experience with hope and a future. 

To apply or for more
information about

CASA go to our
website:

beforthechild.org 
or call 865-717-4186


