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Avery Trace Chapter NSDAR was honored to 
award Sandra Helton of Oakdale with the Literacy 
Champion Award at their December meeting.  The 
award recognizes “those individuals who contrib-
ute within her/his community in an outstanding 
manner through service or by organizing or partic-
ipating in community activities that promote Liter-
acy.”

 As the National Society Daughters of the 
American Revolution has chosen to “Shine 
a Light on Literacy,” Avery Trace wishes to 
shine a light on the work of Sandra Helton.

 Highlights of her initiatives and/or in-
volvement include:
• Preschool Hour at Oakdale and Sun-
bright Schools; Wartburg Public Library, 
Lancing Preschool Hour
• Race into Reading Spring Event (Sun-
bright)
• 100 Days of Reading Summer Reading 
Challenge
• Save with Stories (Facebook, with local 
and celebrities reading)
• Dr. Seuss Read Across America
• 50th Year Anniversary of The Very 
Hungry Caterpillar
• Gus the Bus book distribution
• Kindergarten Readiness Kits
• Oakdale Little Library (Avery Trace 
NSDAR)
• “The Night Before Christmas” living 
literature event (Frozen Head State Park).

 Sandra works for Save the Children under 
the umbrella of Morgan County Schools and heads 
Together Morgan County.
 Together with Sandra, we can transform 
lives through literacy.

Submitted by Jo Hardin, Avery Trace member

Helton Receives DAR Literacy Award

Sandra Helton, Left, Receiving her award. (Photo Submitted)

 It is time for another fun 
#mocofindrandy event brought to 
you by the Morgan County Com-
munity Collaborative, Together 
Morgan County.  During the week 
of February 1-5, Randy Raccoon will 
be hiding in the Coalfield, Oakdale, 
Petros, Sunbright and Wartburg 
areas.  He will be in a different loca-
tion in all five areas each day.  Clues 
will be posted on Together Morgan 

County’s Facebook page each day.  
Everyone finding Randy should take 
a selfie, post it to Together Morgan 
County’s FB page along with #mo-
cofindrandy and the community 
where he was found.  There will be 
five daily drawings from pictures 
submitted from each community 
and the daily winners will receive a 
box of Valentine Candy.  Have Fun 
and Find Randy!

Randy Raccoon is Back

Announcements
There will be a community meeting for anyone that is in-

terested concerning the potential sale of property on Corbin 
Hill Road by the Morgan County Government.  All who are 
interested are welcome to attend.  The meeting will be held 
Friday, January 22, 2021 at 5:30 P.M. at the Coalfield Fire 
Hall.  If you have any questions, you can call the Morgan 

County Executive’s office at 346-6288.

The Morgan Courthouse Covid-19 schedule contained an 
error in our last update.  The Property Assessor’s office is 

opened as normal.  No appointment is necessary, citizens are 
welcome to come to the  Property Assessor’s Office during 

normal business hours (8am-4pm, Monday-Friday).  If a cit-
izen if uncomfortable coming to the Property Assessor’s of-

fice because of Covid-19 concerns, they can call the Property 
Assessor’s office at 346-3130 and make other arrangements 
to be sure they can conduct the business they have with the 

Property Assessor.

There will be a County Commission Meeting February 8th at 
7:00 p.m.

There will also be a Budget Meeting on February 8th at 6:00 
p.m



Page 2 Tuesday,
January 26, 2021

Heather Francis: Editor
Email: editor@mocotoday.com

P.O. Box 
451

510 Main 
Street

Wartburg, 
TN 37887

Tommy Lee Francis: Publisher
Email: publisher@mocotoday.com

Published 
every Tuesday 

by Morgan 
County Today, 

LLC

Mail Delivery Subcriptions
Call 423-346-2329

Postmaster: Send address changes to 
P.O. Box 451, Wartburg, TN 37887

Rates in Morgan County
$40; $35 for senior citizens & Veterans

Out of County Rates
$55; $50 for senior citizens & Veterans

Periodical postage paid at Wartburg, TN
USPS Publication Number

(15400)

Obituaries must come from a funeral home 
to be in the newspaper.

In Loving Memory

Send Letters to the Editor
Editor@mocotoday.com

 Gary VanNos-
tran, age 67, of Har-
riman passed away 
January 14, 2021 at 
Roane Medical Cen-
ter in Harriman.  Gary 
served his country 
while being in the 
Army, Navy and Na-
tional Guards.  He 
loved serving his 
country and also loved his fami-
ly dearly.
 He is preceded in death 
by his parents, Johnny VanNor-
stran & Lucy Bunch; mother & 
father-in-law, Anna Mae & Clay-
ton Francis who he called “Mom 
& Dad”; 3 sisters, Gail Hall, Bet-
ty Jeffers and Dee Greer; son-
in-law, Scott Scarborough.
 He is survived by the 
love of his life and wife of 47 
years, Nina VanNorstran; chil-
dren, Tracy Kennedy, Tina Scar-
borough and Jerome Graham; 
grandchildren, Kristen (Marcus) 
Hamby, Scotty Kennedy, Dal-
ton Austin, Dylan Scarborough, 

Allison Scarborough, 
Lakota Graham, 
Kristin Scarborough, 
Tyer (Hannah) Scar-
borough, and Emily 
(Cory) Freytag; great 
grandchildren, Ro-
man Alexander Ham-
by, Kyler & John Saw-
yer Scarborough; 1 
brother, Jerry (Sue) 

VanNorstran; special uncle, 
Sam Bunch; brother-in-laws, 
Wade (Kathy) Francis, Jabo 
Francis, Clayton (Mary Beth) 
Francis and Ray Francis and 
Bill Hall; sister-in-laws, Carolyn 
(Eddie) Walker, Ida Murray, and 
Mary Bell and Ricky Matheson; 
and a host of nieces, nephews 
and friends.
 The family is honoring 
Gary’s wishes to be cremated, 
no services scheduled at this 
time. 
 Schubert Funeral Home 
is honored to serve the family of 
Gary VanNorstran.

Gary VanNostran, 67
 Lozena Pearl Poe, age 
88, of Deer Lodge, Tn. passed 
away January 15, 2021 at Meth-
odist Medical Center of Oak 
Ridge.  She was a loving wife, 
mother, grandmother, great 
grandmother who loved her 
gardening and who also loved 
her roses.  She was known as 
being a great cooked who en-
joyed cooking for her family and 
friends. 
  She is preceded in death 
by Ernie & Christine Patton; 
children, Terry, David Langley 
and Robin Bonham; brothers, 
Bobby, Frank and Jackie Pat-
ton; sisters, Linda Tinch.
  She is survived by her 
husband of 54 years, Bob Poe; 
children, Mary (Jerry) Simp-
son, Roy (Pud) Langley, Eddie 
Langley, Carolyn Langley, Te-

resa (Lee) Holiday, Becky (Mi-
chael) Stringfield, Darrell Lang-
ley, Bobby (Sherry) Poe, Lisa 
Poe and Danielle Dyer; a host 
of grandchildren, great grand-
children and great great grand-
children; sister, Wanda Jones; 
brother, Billy (Carol Ann) Patton 
and a host of nieces, nephews 
and extended family.
  The family will receive 
friends Saturday, January 16, 
2021 at Schubert Funeral Home 
in Wartburg from 5:00 – 7:00 
p.m. with the funeral at 7:00 
p.m. with Bro. Shawn Durham 
and Bro. Roy Langley officiat-
ing.  Graveside service will be 
Sunday at 10:00 a.m. at the Poe 
Family Cemetery.
  Schubert Funeral Home 
is honored to serve the family of 
Lozena Pearl Poe.

Lozena Pearl Poe, 88

Edward “Ralph” Liles, age 88, 
left for his Heavenly home on 
January 12, 2021.  Having val-
iantly fought a number of health 
issues over the past few years, 
he passed away at Methodist 
Medical Center with his daugh-
ters and son-in-law by his side, 
from complications related to 
the COVID-19 virus.
Ralph is survived by his wife of 
more than 65 years, Sueanne 
Bradley Liles.  He is also sur-
vived by his daughters Sherry 
Liles of Petros and Theresa Hall 
(Marvin) of Signal Mountain, 
Tennessee; grandsons; Jona-
than Edward Hall (Hannah) of 
Ooltewah, TN, Captain David 
Andrew Hall (Emily) of Liberty 
Hill, TX and Matthew Neal Hall 
of Signal Mountain, Tennessee.  
He is also survived by his sis-
ter Judy Layne (Bill) of Joyner, 
Brother-In-Law Bobby Weiford 
and sister-in-law Carolyn Li-
les and many beloved nieces, 
nephews, and dear friends.
Preceded in death by his par-
ents, William and Ettie White Li-
les, brothers, and sister in laws; 
Roy Liles (Helen) of Petros, Re-
ece Liles of Petros, Roger Liles 
(Peggy)of Mossy Grove; Sis-
ters; Rema Ladd (RC)of Rock-
wood, Wilma Davis (Henry)of 
Petros, Fema Weiford of Petros, 
and Linna Long of Nashville.
Ralph retired after working more 
than 25 years from Martin Mar-
ietta - Y-12.  He worked as an 
electrician and was a mem-
ber of the IBEW Local # 670.  
Though he worked as an elec-
trician, he was a master of all 
trades.  Ralph and his brothers 
together built their own houses 
and helped maintain and repair 
many others.  He was always 
happy to help family and friends 
and he gave liberally of his time 
and abilities whenever need-
ed.  He enjoyed hunting with 
his brothers and many friends, 
working in the yard and garden 
and on his numerous ongoing 
projects.  He enjoyed being in 
the woods and sharing memo-
ries of his youth and days in the 
military.  He had many entertain-
ing and amusing stories.
Ralph was proud of his military 
service.  He served during the 

Korean War from Feb 1953 until 
January 1955.  He rose to the 
rank of Staff Sergeant prior to 
his discharge.
What he loved most and what he 
was most proud of was his fam-
ily.  He was a devoted husband.  
His last request to his daughters 
was to take care of their Mom.  
He was a loving and support-
ive father to his two daughters 
(who adored him) and a doting 
grandfather to his three grand-
sons.  They were his pride and 
joy.  He always enjoyed spend-
ing time with family.  Holidays 
and vacations were often char-
acterized by Rook tournaments 
and round robin billiard contests 
- everyone sought to partner 
with Ralph to ensure they were 
on the winning team!
Ralph was a member of Petros 
Baptist Church for more than 
60 years.  He willingly served 
in numerous positions wherev-
er he was needed through the 
years.  Ralph loved his church.  
Until his health prevented, he 
was faithful in attendance and 
always there when the doors 
were open.  He was certain to 
be standing at the entrance on 
Sunday morning with a ready 
handshake, a current bulletin, 
and a warm smile.  Through all 
of his recent health challenges, 
his faith never wavered.
The Family wishes to thank all 
of the compassionate caregiv-
ers who came to his home over 
the past several years.  We are 
truly blessed not only to have 
met such caring people but to 
have made lifelong friends.
Due to the ongoing global pan-
demic, the family decided to 
have a private memorial ser-
vice.  The family very much ap-
preciates all the love and sup-
port they have received and are 
disappointed to be unable to 
celebrate Ralph’s life in concert 
with the many others who loved 
and respected him.  In lieu of 
flowers, the family requests do-
nations be made to Petros Bap-
tist Church at 321 Main Street, 
Petros, TN 37845.
 Schubert Funeral Home 
is honored to serve the family of 
Edward “Ralph” Liles.

Edward “Ralph” Liles, 88

 Gary Earl Kennedy, age 
52, of Wartburg, TN passed 
away December 27, 2020.  Gary 
loved animals and enjoyed tak-
ing care of them.
 He is preceded in death 
by his father, Olen Kennedy.
 He is survived by his 
mother, Evelyn Mosier; sisters, 
Sheila Wares of Ohio and Kim-
berly Pennington of Kansas; 

brothers, Brain and Dale Ken-
nedy of Ohio; precious grand-
mother, Mable Norris.
 The family had a grave-
side service December 30, 
2020 at Mt. Hope Cemetery at 
2:00 p.m.
 Schubert Funeral Home 
is honored to serve the family of 
Gary Earl Kennedy.

Gary Earl Kennedy, 52

 Mr. Michael E. Redmon, 
age 72, went home to be with 
the Lord, January 14, 2021.
 He is preceded in death 
by his wife, Kathy J. (Tompkins) 
Redmon; parents, L.E. & Dee 
(Ward) Redmon; sister, Sylvia 
(Tootie) Norman; and 1 grand-
daughter, Allison Tinker.
 He is survived by his 
children, Tracy Redmon, Stacy 
(Tim) Ruppe, Dominique Hawn; 
brothers, Wendell & Gloria Red-
mon and Scott Redmon; grand-
children, Josh Walker, Megan 
Tinker, Savanna Walker, Dylan 

Tinker, and Isaiah Redmon who 
was always by his side helping 
anyway he could.
 He loved his country and 
was a Veteran of the United 
States Navy.
 The family will have a 
graveside service Saturday, 
January 16, 2021 at Union 
Grove Cemetery at 2:00 p.m. 
with Military Honors, American 
Legion Post #149 with Bro. Roy 
Langley officiating
 Schubert Funeral Home 
is honored to serve the family of 
Mr. Michael E. Redmon.

Michael E. Redmon, 72

 Sammy went home to 
be with our Heavenly Father 
on January 16, 2021.  He was 
born August 5, 1943 in Heiskell, 
Tennessee.  He was a veteran 
of the United States Air Force.  
He earned Bachelor’s Degrees 
from the University of Tennes-
see and Georgia Tech Univer-
sity.  He was an electrician and 
retired from the Tennessee Val-
ley Authority, the Department of 
Energy Y12, and Denso Manu-
facturing.  He was a member of 
Lone Mountain Baptist Church 
in Robbins, TN.
 He is preceded in death 
by his father Howard and step-
mother Edith Maner, mother 
Anna Marie Franse, sister Phyl-
lis Furnish, brother Carl Maner, 
brother Wayne Maner, step-
daughter Karen (Lindsay) Ham-
by, granddaughter Amber Kyle.
 He is survived by his wife 
of over 40 years Pernie (Grif-

fith) Maner, brother Jim Phillips 
(Little Rock, AR), sister Elaine 
Casey (Arizona), brother Glen 
Maner (Loudon, TN), step-
daughter Debie (Lindsay) and 
David Rausch (Nashville, TN), 
stepdaughter Betty Jo (Lindsay) 
and Richard Summers (Wart-
burg, TN), stepdaughter Patty 
(Lindsay) and Martin Tanguay 
(Knoxville, TN), and a host of 
grandchildren, great grandchil-
dren, nieces, nephews, cousins 
and friends.
 Family will receive 
friends Thursday, January 21, 
2021 at Schubert Funeral Home 
in Wartburg from 10:00 - 12:00 
p.m. with the funeral to follow at 
12:00 p.m. with Bro. Jeff Chaney 
officiating.  Interment will follow 
in the Lone Mountain Cemetery 
in Robbins, Tn.
 Schubert Funeral Home 
is honored to serve the family of 
Sammy J. Maner.

Sammy J. Maner, 77
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Roy Ray Longmire, age 82, 
passed away January 22, 2021 
at Parkwest Medical Center.  He 
was a member of Union Baptist 
Church in Joyner.  Roy loved 
spending time with his family 
and friends.  He also loved work-
ing with his heavy equipment.

He is preceded in death by his 
wife, Anna Marie Longmire; 
parents, Luther & Annie Murray 
Longmire; daughter, Karen Sue 
Longmire; brothers, Ed White, 
Elmer, Verlin, Harold, Cordell 
and Delbert Longmire; sisters, 
Edith, Thelma, Hazel White, 
Bobbie, Juanita and Barbara 
Longmire.

He is survived by his sons and 
daughters-in-law, Keith (Mis-
sy), Kenneth (Cathy) Longmire; 
grandchildren, Jeremiah (Eliza-
beth) Heidle, Brittany (Jordan) 
Hamby, Zachery (Ana) Heidle, 
Miranda (Cody) Tapp, Elijah 

(Andrea) Niner, Brandon Long-
mire; great grandchildren, Maci 
&Wyatt Hamby, Emory Heidle, 
Kelly & Ezra Heidle, Sadie & 
Kelsey Tapp and Elliott Niner; 
brother, Wayne (Joyce) Long-
mire; sisters, Betty Seaton 
and Ruth Draughn and special 
friend, Dollie Morris. 

The family will receive friends 
Sunday, January 24, 2021 at 
Schubert Funeral Home in Wart-
burg from 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. with 
the funeral to follow at 4:00 p.m. 
with Bro. Jason Lowe officiat-
ing.  Interment will follow in the 
Union Cemetery in the Joyner 
Community. 

Schubert Funeral Home is hon-
ored to serve the family of Roy 
Ray Longmire.

Roy Ray Longmire, 82
Mrs. Lois Emma Olmstead 
Cromwell, age 99, of Burrville 
passed away January 21, 2021 
at Life Care Center of Morgan 
County.  She was born October 
19, 1921 to Clarence & Louvena 
Olmstead.  

She is preceded in death by her 
husband, Fred Cromwell; par-
ents, Clarence & Louvena Olm-
stead; brother, Ross Olmstead 
and wife, Juanell; sister, Irene 
Bostic and husband, Miles; son-
in-law, Quenton Henry; sister-
in-law, May Olmstead; grand-
son, Jason Cromwell; great 
grandson, Kyle Duncan; 2 great 
granddaughters, Megan Crom-
well & Emily Branstetter.

She is survived by 2 daughters, 
Brenda Smith and husband, Tim 
and Mary Lou Henry; 3 sons, 
Leroy and wife, Carole, Jim and 
wife, Sherry and Wayne and 

wife, Etta; 12 grandchildren; 13 
great grandchildren and brother, 
Eugene Olmstead and a host of 
nieces, nephews and friends.

A special thanks to all the staff 
at Life Care of Wartburg for all 
their love and caring service to 
our Mom and Grandma.  She 
was the center of our family and 
will be greatly missed and forev-
er loved.

The family will receive friends 
Monday, January 25, 2021 at 
Schubert Funeral Home in Sun-
bright from 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. with 
the funeral to follow at 3:00 p.m.  
Interment will follow in the Mt. 
Vernon Cemetery in Burrville. 

Schubert Funeral Home is hon-
ored to serve the family of Lois 
Emma Olmstead Cromwell.

Lois Emma Olmstead Cromwell, 99

My 

theme 
to you 
this 
week is 
to nev-
er give 
up. You 
might 
be 

eighty-
years-old 
or older, 

but if you still have your 
mind you don’t want to retire 
completely. Physically you 
might not be able to do much; 
maybe about one third of 
what you use to do, but men-
tally with your wisdom and 
good ole common sense you 
might be able to do a lot.
If I ask you if you have ever 
heard of a woman by the 
name of Anna Mary Robert-
son you would probably say 
no. But if I ask you if you 
have ever heard of “Grandma 
Moses” her nickname you 
would say oh yes, I’ve heard 
that she was an American 
painter. 
This lady was an American 
folk artist who began painting 
in earnest when she was 78 
years old and she was very 
successful. 
Grandma Moses was born 
September 17, 1860 and died 
on December 13, 1961, at 
101 years of age. She exhib-
ited her work internationally 
into her 90’s and painted a 
few months before her death 
at age 101. Her printings 
became immensely popular 
and were appreciated for their 
nostalgic charm. 
When she first started paint-
ing, she worked with what 
material she had on hand, 
used house paint and leftover 
canvas or fireboard. As a self-
taught artist, Moses had little 
concern for perspective or 
proportion. 
If you ever saw a picture 
painted by Grandma Moses 
you would find out she paint-
ed happy scenes illustrating 
her happy childhood mem-
ories of fields and storms, 
barn dances and holidays in 
rural New York. There were 
no scenes about the hardships 
and sorrow of farm life. 
Two of Grandma Moses’ 

pictures sold for a very high 
price. The Checkered House 
sold for $60,000 and Sugar-
ing Off went for 1.2 million. 
So, you see it pays not to 
quit. 
Another person who made it 
big in his later life was Col-
onel Sanders. At age 65 he re-
tired and felt like he had been 
a failure in life. He really 
contemplated committing sui-
cide. Paul Harvey had this on 
his popular radio show, “The 
Rest of the Story.” While 
he was writing his will, he 
said he 
had other 
thoughts 
about 
being a 
good cook 
so why 
couldn’t 
he make 
it. He 
borrowed 
$87.oo, 
fried up 
some 
chicken 
using his 
special 
recipe and 
took it 
around to 
some restaurants to see how 
folks liked it. He founded 
Kentucky Fried Chicken and 
at 88 years of age he was a 
billionaire.  
Joan MacDonald might be a 
woman who you have never 
heard about. Joan at age 70 
felt that she needed to lose 
a lot of weight so she start-
ed a business called Fitness 
Journey and lost 40 pounds 
in six months. Soon she had 
over one-half million follow-
ers and needless to say she 
is now rich. She said, “There 
is no right age to start your 
journey.” 
Stan Lee at age 95 was con-
sidered the Godfather of Mar-
vel Comics. Ray Kroc started 
McDonald’s late in life. It 
grew to be the leading fast-
food restaurant in the world. 
Julia Child became famous 
when she was over 50.
I want to tell you about a 
friend of mine who didn’t 
become successful at an old 
age, but taught me and others 
how to keep living until the 
LORD calls you home. His 

name was Billy Christopher 
and I wrote an article about 
him. Billy came down with 
cancer in 2017. He didn’t 
tell us about his cancer until 
one day we were jamming 
at my house, he said, “boys 
I want to tell you I’m living 
on borrowed time.” We were 
all shocked but Billy didn’t 
want to talk about it. He kept 
telling me he wanted to live 
“wall to wall.” This meant 
he wanted to keep living and 
doing all the things he loved 
to do which was the LORD’s 

work. He never quit working 
in his church and community. 
He never wanted to neglect 
his wonderful wife, his three 
children and 12 grandchil-
dren who could play some 
great gospel songs on several 
instruments. He was able to 
do this until he went to the 
hospital in late December 
2017. Billy died on January 
4, 2018. I really miss him. 
I can honestly say that Billy 
Christopher influenced me at 
how I look at my final years 
of life. 
Since I retired from my job 
in Manatee County, Florida 
in 1995 I have tried to keep 
busy with a hobby and ser-
vice to my community and 
church. I started teaching an 
adult class at my church and 
something I really enjoyed 
was visiting the elderly at 
their homes or in nursing 
homes. 
In 1997 I purchased a home 
in Tennessee and started rais-
ing a big garden for 17 years. 
I never considered raising 
a garden work. To me it is 

more like a hobby. You can 
learn a lot about how great 
our God is when you put a lit-
tle tomato seed in the ground 
and around fifty days later 
you find on that tomato plant 
that came from a tiny seed 
now producing several big 
red tomatoes. Do you think 
man can do this? I love to see 
plants grown and I love to see 
God at work. 
 Three or four years 
ago I had to quit doing some-
thing that I loved to do. I had 
to put my guitar in mothball 
and quit singing because 
my voice was gone. I had 
already quit planting a gar-
den because of my physical 
condition. I didn’t like to fish 
although at one time in my 
life fishing was number one. 
 I needed to find an-
other hobby that would keep 
my mind active. I sure didn’t 
want to end up with demen-
tia. So, at the ripe ole age of 
82 I started writing for the 
local papers and here at the 
age of 85 I have had a book 
published. It is doing well. I 
also still have articles in the 
Morgan County Today. 
  I was over 70 years 
of age when I recorded three 
country gospel CD. At first, 
I was just recording for my 
children until someone said, 
“Tommy I believe these 
will sale.” One CD sold and 
earned me over $7,000. 
 So, folks you’re never 
too old. If Grandma Moses 
could do it and if Colonel 
Sanders could do it there is 
no reason that you can’t do 
something beneficial to you 
and those around you. Nev-
er give up. Maybe we won’t 
get rich or famous, but if we 
enjoy it and it keeps us out of 
the nursing home then we are 
successful. 
 A lady that some of 
you might remember wasn’t 
the kind to give up. Willa 
Mae Heidel Perry got a gar-
den tiller on her 90th birth-
day. I don’t know how many 
years she made a garden but 
I know she used it several 
years. I love that type of atti-
tude. I made a small garden 
last summer at the age of 84. 
I’ve got many years to go to 
keep up with Willa Mae.  

You’re Never Too Old

Tom Redmon
Columnist
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Historically Speaking
Oak Ridge military reports on 1944 
troop train wreck, Part I 
By Ray Smith - Oak Ridge City Historian

 For the past two weeks, we have intro-
duced the concept of Oak Ridge coming into 
existence among Appalachian communities and 
the relationship of mutual aid in response to 
disasters such as the July 6, 1944, L&N troop 
train wreck at Highcliff, Tenn. We have looked 
at the 35 deaths and 98 injuries and noted that 
Oak Ridge was involved in the response in a 
number of ways. We have also seen the FBI in-
vestigation of possible sabotage that resulted in 
a finding of no sabotage but also result-
ed in uncovering details of the potential 
reasons for the wreck. 
 This week we will explore fur-
ther the Oak Ridge response by looking 
in detail at one of two reports created by 
the Manhattan Engineer District regard-
ing their involvement in the response to 
the disaster. These reports were provid-
ed me by Bill Sergeant, who personally 
supported the troop train wreck as a 
captain in the Army Services Forces sta-
tioned at the Manhattan District in Oak 
Ridge. 
 Here is the Army Service Force’s 
report: 

From: Army Service Forces, United 
States Engineer Office, Manhattan Dis-
trict, Oak Ridge, Tenn. 

11 July 1944 

Subject: Troop Train Disaster at Jellico, 
Tenn. 

To: Chief, Intelligence Division, Man-
hattan Engineer District, Oak Ridge, 
Tenn. 

1. At 11:45 p.m. on 6 July 1944, C. T. 
Vettel notified the Guard Officer, Maj. 
L. R. Block, of a commercial radio report 
concerning the wreck of a troop train near 
Jellico, Tenn. Maj. R. J. McLeod, Deputy 
District intelligence officer, was notified 
and the following officers were ordered to meet 
the Guard Officer at Guard Headquarters: Capt. 
G. W. Barnes, Capt. W. T. Sergeant, 1st Lt. 
A. J. Hayes, 2nd Lt. T.H. Leahy. On orders of 
Maj. Block, Capt. Barnes readied one platoon 
of the 264th M. P. Company and at 12:55 a.m. 
7 July 1944, a convoy of two radio police cars, 
two 2-1/2 ton cargo trucks, one scout car, and 
one Jeep cleared the Elza Gate of the Clinton 
Engineer Works. 

2. Troops of the M.E.D. reached the scene of 
the wreck at 3:15 a.m. and relieved the State 
Highway Patrol in traffic direction at their 
request. Troops were also used to guard the 
personal and government property recovered 
from the wreckage and to prevent numerous 
spectators from interfering with the progress of 
removing dead and injured from the coaches. 

3. Clearance was given very shortly to newspa-
permen and photographers. The public relations 
officer of the M.E.D. was notified and came to 
the scene to supervise this activity. 

4. At 4 a.m., 7 July 19444, a detachment of Mil-
itary Police from Ft. Oglethorpe, Ga., arrived 

under the command of Maj. Hickey (initials 
unknown). They were followed shortly by the 
Commanding Officer, Ft. Oglethorpe, Ga. Since 
Military Police from the M.E.D. had arrived 
first and were from a closer Military Area, the 
C.O., Ft. Oglethorpe, directed the guard officer, 
M.E.D., to assume charge and the Oglethor-
pe M.P.s were returned to their post. Medical 
officers and ambulances remained to render 
assistance. 

5. Last live victim was removed from the wreck 
at 11 p.m., 7 July 1944, and arrangements were 
then made for the removal of the wrecked 
coaches by the L & N Railroad in order to re-
cover other bodies trapped within the wreckage. 

Work continued until 11:30 p.m., when a Mr. 
Howard of the train crew ordered operations to 
cease and all spotlights to be turned off. Efforts 
were made by the M.P. officers to have the train 
crew continue to work but with no success. 
Request was made of Mr. Howard to leave the 
spotlights on in order that the personal and 
government property in the wreckage could be 
protected by the Military Police; but this re-
quest was refused. As a result of these actions, 
progress in removing bodies was delayed for 
at least eight hours and security of property 
was hampered by lack of lighting facilities. 
Oak Ridge military reports on 1944 troop train 
wreck, Part I By: D. Ray Smith | Historically 
Speaking | The Oak Ridger | June 6, 2007 2 
This is one of the letters of appreciation sug-
gested by the Army Service Forces report and 
is written by Colonel Kenneth Nichols of the 
Manhattan Project Clinton Engineer Works 

6. On 8 July 1944, two cranes were returned 
to the scene but little was accomplished as the 
wrecking crew was only able to work for a few 
hours at a time before leaving to permit both 
north and south bound trains through. No prog-
ress was made until late in the afternoon of 8 

July 1944 when the cranes removed part of one 
coach to permit the recovery of five additional 
bodies. 

7. On 9 July 1944, the train wrecking crew ar-
rived at 7:30 a.m. and remained until 5:30 p.m. 
and all bodies were recovered. Train traffic was 
rerouted during the day permitting the crew to 
work uninterrupted. 

8. Many volunteers were on hand to lend 
assistance. The following named men were 
present almost continuously day and night and 
many volunteered for the most for the difficult 
tasks of removing bodies from the wreckage: 
• Lee C. Ely, Service Motor Company, LaFol-

lette, Tenn.; • Hersel Treece, Service 
Motor Company, LaFollette; • Leonard 
T. Ferguson, Service Motor Company; 
LaFollette; • Arthur A. Ames, Route 3, 
Clinton, Tenn.; • Fred Haynes, Route 1, 
Duff, Tenn.; • Bill Hatmaker, Route 1, 
Duff; • Fred Craig, Marion, Tenn. 

9. The work of the Red Cross of Jellico, 
LaFollette, and Jacksboro was out-
standing. Without their aid, the Military 
Police would have been faced with the 
difficult problem of messing. The cheer-
ful assistance of volunteer Red Cross 
workers contributed greatly to efficiency 
of the military troops. Assistance in traf-
fic control was also given by the State 
Highway Patrol, who cooperated in 
every way with the military authorities. 

10. It is suggested that letters of com-
mendation be written to all parties men-
tioned in paragraphs 8 and 9 for their 
help in this emergency. 

11. At 8 p.m., 10 July 1944, all troops 
were withdrawn from the scene of the 
wreck and returned to the Clinton En-
gineer Works. All personal and govern-
ment property and all bodies had been 
recovered at this time. 

L. R. Block, Major, C. E., Guard Officer. 

Next week we will publish the War De-
partment report concerning the accident.

 
 Oak Ridge was created as a part of the 
Manhattan Project in 1942 to help stop World 
War II. The atomic bomb, Little Boy, fueled by 
uranium 235 separated at Oak Ridge helped to 
do just that.
 Oak Ridge began in war, has continued 
to support our nation’s efforts through the 
Cold War, and even now in the age of terror-
ism. Oak Ridge has also produced nuclear 
medicine, nuclear power and fuel for the US 
Navy nuclear submarines and ships.
 This “Secret City” nestled in Appala-
chia near Morgan County and where many 
from Morgan County go each day to work, 
continues today to produce scientific discov-
eries used worldwide and still routinely makes 
history. These Historically Speaking stories 
will provide insight into the people of Oak 
Ridge and the work they do to help human-
kind.  Historically Speaking is written by D. 
Ray Smith, Oak Ridge City Historian, retired 
Y-12 National Security Complex Historian and 
Vietnam Veteran.     

This is one of the letters of appreciation suggested by the Army 
Service Forces report and is written by Colonel Kenneth Nich-
ols of the Manhattan Project Clinton Engineer Works (Photo 
Submitted)

 Pilar N. Reynolds, age 
70, of Oakdale went home to be 
with the Lord at 11:19 p.m. Tues-
day, January 19, 2021.  She was 
with family at her passing.  She 
was born in Legaspi City Phil-
ippines, September 19, 1950.  
She later moved to Manila Phil-
ippines where she met her late 
husband, Clarence Reynolds, 
Jr. of Oakdale who served in the 
U.S. Marine Corps.
 She is survived by her 4 
children, daughter Jennette Lo-
pez of Crossville, Tn.: son, Clar-
ence Reynolds III. of Kingston, 
Tn. son, Joey Lynn Reynolds of 
Rockwood, Tn. daughter, Jen-
nifer Renae Gooch of Douglas-
ville, GA; 15 grandchildren and 
10 great grandchildren.
 Mrs. Reynolds was a 
long-time resident of Oakdale, 

Tn. since leaving her childhood 
home in the Philippines at the 
age of 18.  She became a nurse 
and physical therapist here in 
the United States.  She loved 
helping others.
 She enjoyed being with 
family and friends and singing 
on her karaoke machine.  She 
loved talking to others and telling 
them stories of her childhood, 
she loved to draw and make 
arts and crafts.  She loved be-
ing with her children and grand-
children.  She enjoyed life to her 
fullest.  She was a loving moth-
er very kind and tender hearted; 
she would help who she could 
and prayed for all.  Her faith in 
the Lord was strong and unwav-
ering, as she has gone home 
to be with the Lord.  She will 
be loved and missed by all who 

Pilar N. Reynolds, 70
 Bayarn “Jack” Goad, age 
72, of Sunbright passed away 
January 19, 2021 at his home.
 He is preceded in death 
by his parents, William & Gladys 
Goad; brother-in-law, Perry Hut-
son.
 He is survived by his 
wife of 20 years, Bonnie Goad; 
children, Brian (Bridget) Goad, 
Matthew (Ester) Sexton, Jenni-
fer Sexton and Jamie Graves; 
7 grandchildren, Lily, Briley & 
Lucy Goad, Brettney Sexton, 
Tamelea Hardwick, Anthony 
Sexton and Matthew Sexton, 
Jr.; 2 great grandchildren, Sap-
phira Sexton and Bentley Hard-
wick; brother, Bernard Goad; 
sisters, Betty (Jim) Weber and 
Barbara Hutson; sister-in-law, 
Artie (Titus) Burkholder, Don 
(Bessie) Jolly, Kenny Chambers 

and J.E. (Florene) Byrd; life long 
friend, Bobby Gibson; fur ba-
bies, Boots, Scooter and Chloe 
and a host of nieces, nephews 
and friends.
 The family will receive 
friends Sunday, January 24, 
2021 at Schubert Funeral Home 
in Sunbright from 2:00 – 3:00 
p.m. with the funeral to follow at 
3:00 p.m. with Bro. Doug Mor-
gan officiating.  Family will have 
a private graveside service.
 The family would like to 
thank Quality Private Duty and 
especially his favorite nurse 
Barbie Doll for the love and care 
during this time. 
 Schubert Funeral Home 
is honored to serve the family of 
Bayarn “Jack” Goad.

Bayarn “Jack” Goad, 72
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Subscribe to 
Morgan County 

Today.
Call 346-2329

“If everyone does a lit-
tle, no one has to do a 

whole lot.”

Tuesday,
January 26, 2021
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Dave’s Seamless
Guttering

Sunbright TN 423-628-2444

Tuesday,
January 26, 2021

RAEZACK’S GRILL & DELI
Drive Thru or Dine In

Tues & Wed 7 am-8 pm | Thurs - Sat 7 am-9pm
Closed Sunday & Monday

14428 SCOTT HIGHWAY
HELENWOOD, TN

(423) 569-DELI

Pilot Mountain Diner
423-628-6200

6687 Morgan County Hwy.
Lancing, TN

Mon - Fri 6:00 am - 4:00 pm
Call In or Dine In

R.M.G. 
Roane Metals Group 

LLC
Paying Top Dollar for 

your scrap metals
Open Monday-Friday

8 am to 430 pm
Every second and fourth Saturday of 

the month 
from 8 til noon

Roane County Industrial 
Park

Rockwood, TN
865-354-4282

5605 Hwy 127 N
Crossville, TN
931-707-0907

Wartburg Family 
Medical Center

Thomas G. Allen, M.D.
Family Practice and Sports Medicine

Proudly Serving Morgan County
Since 1992

950 Min Street (Suite A)
Wartburg, TN. 37887

423 346 2620
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Before I dig deep, 
I want to share 
with you the defi-
nition of a federal 
pardon which is 
the action of the 
President of the 
United States that 
completely sets 
aside the punish-
ment for a federal 
crime. The author-
ity to take such 
action is granted 
to the president by 
the U.S. Constitu-
tion. 
Just hours before 

leaving office 
President Trump 
granted 74 peo-
ple presidential 
pardons. You can 
view a full list of 
the 74 pardons 
that he granted 
on www.NBC-
news.com.
The pardons 
that he granted 
were for feder-
al crimes rang-
ing from; bank 
fraud, firearm 
related crimes, 
drug offenses, 
health care 
fraud to ob-
struction of 
justice. The 
list goes on 
and on. 
As I watched the 

news and heard 
of the people be-
ing granted pres-
idential pardons, 
I couldn’t help 
but ponder on 

the LORD Jesus 
Christ’s mercy 

and grace that he 
bestowed upon a 
sinner like me. 
You see a pres-
idential pardon 
does not change 

the fact that some-
one didn’t commit 

a crime that de-
serves punishment 
but it does remove 
the punishment for 
the crime which 
was committed. 

This 

thought humbled 
me in knowing 

that I deserve 
punishment for 
the sins which I 
have committed 
throughout my life 
but I’ve received 
a full pardon by 
Jesus Christ which 
relieves me of the 
punishment for my 
sins. 
Our president 
gains his authority 
by the U.S. Con-
stitution but Jesus 
Christ gained His 
authority through 
His very blood 
which He freely 
bled for sinners 
like me. His blood 
washes our sins 
away. We learned 
this in the Holy 
Bible.

Pardoned
By: MSG. Fred Mize

MSG Fred Mize

American HeritageTuesday,
January 26, 2021

Am I Good 
Enough?
I hate it when that nasty self-limiting 
belief crawls out from under its rock and 
sits on my shoulder. I especially hate it 
when it rears its ugly head just when I’m 
thinking about doing something out of 
my comfort zone and I really want to do 
well.
“Do I deserve that new job?”
“Do I deserve to be successful?”
“Do I deserve to be happy?”
“Do I deserve that loving 
relationship?”
“Do I deserve to ace that 
presentation?”
Times when I hesitate I need 
to re-examine my self-es-
teem and be really honest 
with myself.  As we enter a 
new year (and a healthy new 
beginning I hope!), after 
the challenges and changes 
of Covid-19 we’ve experi-
enced in 2020, we may be 
feeling a little more fragile 
than usual.
We may be a little more ten-
tative, isolated, and uncer-
tain about the global health 
situation, our jobs, our busi-
nesses, when we can be with our family 
and friends without restrictions again.  
What we don’t need is to doubt our 
Selves. To allow a self-limiting belief to 
take over and to question our ability.
Please remember that you have within 
you the resources to create the life you 
deserve.  And yet you may still feel 
vulnerable. Let’s see what can be done.  
I’ve found that fear born of not feeling 
good enough, affects absolutely every-
thing in life.
We may settle for a job we hate and 
doesn’t pay enough because we think 
that we aren’t brilliant enough or tough 
enough to take on a greater or better 
role.  We may remain in a relationship 
that makes us unhappy because we think 
that we don’t deserve to be treated in a 
way that makes us feel good about our-
selves.

We may not allow ourselves to let go 
and enjoy a new relationship because we 
are afraid we don’t deserve it.  We may 
say, “No” to things that may be what 
we desperately need for our personal 
growth.  We may avoid taking that first 
step to make the positive changes that 
will improve our lives. If we don’t be-
lieve we deserve it, we aren’t going to 
do it.
We were born into the world kicking 
and screaming demanding to be taken 
care of, to be fed and to be loved. We 
expected it.  If we received the love and 
attention we deserved, the world was a 

warm and wonderful place to be. If we 
didn’t, the world was a cold place and a 
self-limiting belief given the chance to 
grow.
Sometimes, even with the greatest 
amount of love and attention, stuff can 
still happen to make us doubt ourselves.
Do you believe you deserve what you 
hope for? I believe we were born with 
the ability to overcome challenges.  I 
believe we all deserve to be treated with 
respect.
I believe we already have all the re-
sources we need, or we can create the 
resources we need to be successful and 
happy.
There are no un-resourceful people; 
there are only un-resourceful states of 
mind.  Let’s get rid of the fear of not 
being good enough.  I remember the 
first time I delivered my presentation, 

“Face Your Fears 
for a Life Less 
Ordinary.”  When 
I presented this to 
a group of almost 
100 finance people 
as a lunchtime speaker, I was afraid. 
I’d been asked to present ‘My Story.’ 
However, I didn’t think I was interesting 
enough or good enough to deliver such a 
story.
To create the presentation I thought back 
to all the times when I thought I wasn’t 
good enough, or was afraid, and yet took 
a leap of faith and did what I thought 

I couldn’t. Those stories I 
included in my presentation 
- stories of an ordinary girl 
growing up in an ordinary 
life, facing ordinary fears. I 
was afraid my story would be 
too ordinary.
The incredible positive re-
sponse I received proved me 
wrong. When someone in the 
audience that day asked me 
to present the exact same talk 
to another group of finance 
professionals in her team, 
I realized that I do have a 
story to tell that resonates 
and makes a connection with 
others.
There are many of us who 
need to Face our Fears for a 

life less ordinary. Will you?  Have you 
faced your fears to achieve your dreams?
Written by Author & Career Coach:   
Jane Jackson. You can find follow Jane 
at www.janejacksoncoach.com

Zack graduated from Wartburg Cen-
tral High School in 2001 and from the 
University of Tennessee, Knoxville in 
2004. Since graduation he has become 
a TedX Motivational Speaker, Author, 
and Career Consultant. He travels the 
world giving back and hosting seminars 
teaching people on various topics. Zack 
has established an ongoing annual 
scholarship at his Alma Mater, Wart-
burg, which has inspired others to give 
back as well. 
Visit www.zackballinger.com for more 
of Zack’s travels and events.

Around The World and Back Again
with Zack Ballinger

Zack Ballinger

Opinions expressed by readers and columnists do not necessarily reflect those of Morgan County Today
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 Hello 
Friends!  The 
first month of 
2021 is almost 
over.  Time real-
ly does fly.
 Con-
gratulations to 
our 2020-2021 
Oakdale School 
Teachers of the 
Year.  Receiv-
ing the honor 
for Pre K – 4th 
grade is Aman-
da Bingham.  
For grades 5-8, 
Rachel Collins 
was chosen and 
Tommy Kilby 
was selected as 
teacher of the 
year for grades 
9-12. 
 Families 
with children 
18 and under 
can get multiple 
free meals each 
Friday from 
1:15 – 1:45.  
This is a drive 
thru program 
where families 
can just drive up 
to receive meals.  
Thanks to all 
of the cafeteria 
workers in the 
county for the 
great job they 
do.  I want to 
give a special 
thanks to the 
Oakdale Caf-
eteria workers 
who greet each 
family with a 
friendly smile.
 There 
was a forest fire 
in Oakdale last 
week.  It was on 
the hill above 

Hillside Drive.  
Thanks to the 
Forestry Depart-
ment, Oakdale 
Fire Volunteer 
Fire Department 
and Wartburg 
Volunteer Fire 
Department for 
containing the 
fire.
 Oakdale 
Jr. Beta Club 
is participating 
in a fundraiser 
through Texas 
Road House. 
The rolls are $6 
per dozen and 
you can add the 
delicious butter 
for an extra $2. 
You can also 
purchase gift 
cards for $10, 
$25, or $50. 
Please support 
Jr. Beta.  If you 
don’t know a Jr. 
Beta member, 
call Oakdale 
School at 369-
3885 and they 
will be happy to 
take your order. 
 Next 
week, February 
1-5, a poster of 
Randy Raccoon 
holding a red 
heart, will be 
hidden around 
Oakdale.  Clues 
about his lo-
cation will be 
posted on the 
Together Mor-
gan County FB 
page.  Every-
one who finds 
Randy and 
posts a picture 
of themselves 
on Together 

Morgan Coun-
ty’s Facebook 
page, along with 
the communi-
ty where they 
found him, will 
be entered for a 
daily drawing.  
The prize will 
be a box of Val-
entine Candy.  
Have Fun!
 There 
will be three 
horse shows for 
the 2021 season 
held at Morgan 
County Fair-
grounds, located 
at 5943 Morgan 
County High-
way. For more 
information, 
contact Jeremi-
ah Johnson on 
Facebook.

Dates are as 
followed:

April 24th at 
4pm EST

July 24th at 
7pm EST (Fair 
Show)

September 11th 
4pm EST
 Sympa-
thy is extended 
to the family of 
Pilar Reynolds 
who passed 
away Tuesday, 
January 19.  She 
is survived by 
her sons, Clar-
ence Reynolds 
III of Kingston 
and Joey Reyn-
olds of Rock-
wood and her 
daughters, Jea-

nette Lopez of 
Crossville and 
Jennifer Gooch 
of Douglasville, 
GA.  She is also 
survived by 15 
grandchildren 
and 10 great 
grandchildren.  
Services were 
held Friday, 
January 22 at 
Bible Baptist 
Church in Harri-
man.  Interment 
followed at the 
Reynolds Fam-
ily Cemetery in 
Oakdale.
 There is 
an old saying 
that “No news is 
good news” and 
I guess that is 
true this week.  
I really don’t 
have much news 
to share.  I did 
read this funny 
on Facebook.  
If you want to 
have a good day, 
don’t watch the 
news and stay 
off the scales.  
That is pretty 
good advice. As 
always, pray for 
the many needs 
of our commu-
nities and our 
nation. 

 Wisdom 
so often in-
volves keeping 
your eyes wide 
open and your 
mouth securely 
shut.  - Un-
known

(Acts 17:1-9) Paul and Salas at Thessalonica: traveling about a hundred miles 
to the southwest, Paul and Silas came to Thessalonica, a significant city of 
some two hundred thousand people, with a Jewish synagogue. For three Sat-
urdays, Paul went to the synagogue---not to observe the Sabbath as a holy day, 
but to preach the gospel of Christ to these Jewish audiences. He argued that the 
crucified, resurrected Jesus is the Messiah (v. 3). Some of Paul’s auditors “were 
persuaded.”  The Greek word means to become convinced, to believe, even 
to obey (Jn. 3:36). Among the new Christians was a large crowd of “devout 
Greeks,” God-fearing folks, like Cornelius (10:2). There was also a consider-
able body of “chief women.” No one can estimate the value that godly women 
have had in the advancement of Christianity.
   Characteristically, however, the Jews began to make trouble. They “were 
moved with jealousy” (13:45) because Paul and Silas were bankrupting the 
synagogue! Knowing they could not orchestrate sufficient opposition alone, the 
Jewish leaders rounded up a group of “vile fellows of the rabble,” a worthless 
class of persons who, for lack of any productive enterprise, hung around the 
marketplace waiting for something to happen. The rabble is contrasted with the 
well-born and educated, and was associated with the ill-bred, coarse class.
   A mob formed and the city was worked into a boisterous frenzy. Under the 
impression that Paul and Silas were staying with a brother named Jason, the 
mob rushed the house (the verb hints of several waves of assault), searching for 
the brothers. They intended to bring them out to a citizens’ committee for trial. 
When they came up empty-handed, they grabbed Jason and certain brethren 
and dragged them to the town “rulers.” Paul and Silas were accused of turning 
the whole empire upside down (v.6). This shows how extensive the influence 
of the church had become. Jason and certain brethren were accused of being 
complicit with Paul and with being in opposition to Caesar. Jason was able to 
“post bond” and was released. The apostle later would write two letters to the 
saints in Thessalonica. The church there flourished and was itself an effective 
instrument for evangelism. “For from you has sounded forth the word of the 
Lord, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith to God-
ward is gone forth; so that we need not to speak anything” (1 Thes. 1:8).
   (Acts 17:10-15) the noble Bereans: for their protection, the Thessalonian 
brothers sent Paul and Silas toward Berea in the dark of night, a journey of 
some thirty miles. As soon as possible, they visited the local synagogue to 
teach the gospel. Remarkable, in contrast to their previous reception, the 
people of Berea were “more noble” than those in Thessalonica in that they 
“received the word with readiness of mind” and examined the teaching to see 
whether it was true (v.11). (a) They had honest hearts. (b) They were diligent 
students. (c) They were reverent, respecting the Old Testament Scriptures. 
(d) They were persistent---daily students. (e) They were logical; they could 
examine facts and draw reasonable conclusions. Thus, many of them believed 
(16:34), both Jews and Greeks.
   When the evil Jews of Thessalonica heard of the evangelism in Berea, they 
came running to disturb the work. Some are never happy unless in a fight! (1 
Thes. 2:15). The new converts wanted to protect Paul, so they sent him over 
to the sea, some twenty miles to the southeast. He was headed to Athens. 
Whether he caught a ship (three-day journey) or took the highway, he eventu-
ally reached Athens, three hundred miles to the south. At some point, Timothy 
had rejoined the mission expedition, and he, along with Silas, remained for a 

while at Berea. Some of the Berean Christians accompanied Paul all the way to 
Athens. What dedication! The apostle sent a message back with them, urging 
Silas and Timothy to come “with all speed” (v. 15).
   (Acts 17:16-22) Paul in Athens: as the apostle surveyed the landscape of 
Athens, profusely punctuated with the images of false gods, his spirit (soul) 
was angered. The true God had been traded for dumb idols. The streets were 
cluttered with some thirty thousand sculptures of Greek “gods,” through the 
population was only about ten thousand, Paul taught Jews in the synagogue, 
and “devout” Gentiles elsewhere on a daily basis (v. 17). During his teaching, 
he was confronted by certain philosophers---Stoics (materialistic pantheists) 
and Epicureans (pagan deists who believe the gods were indifferent to the hu-
man plight; intellectual and physical pleasures were their highest goals). They 
all ridiculed Paul as a “babbler,” and when he spoke of Jesus and the resurrec-
tion, they interpreted these as “foreign gods.”
   Paul was escorted to the Areopagus (the word could be used of a place or a 
body of legislators). Being intellectually curious, they wanted to know more of 
Paul’s “strange” ideas. Hence, the apostle “stood in the midst” of the legisla-
tive body and used this marvelous opportunity to address the elite of the pagan 
world. 
   (Acts 17:22-31) Paul’s speech: Paul’s speech on this occasion (surely abbre-
viated) has been classified as one of the most famous orations in human history 
(apart from those of Christ himself). It may be studied as follows: (a) There 
was a courteous introduction in the style of Athenian speakers---a brilliant 
opening maneuver. (b) He mentioned the religious scene he had observed 
in the city and commended them to the extent he could---”very religious” (a 
somewhat ambiguous term). The word preserved his integrity but allowed 
them to view it as a compliment. (c) He cited as example of their theology, 
the worship of “an unknown god,” mentioning an altar seen in the city. Their 
worship was sincere, but void of knowledge. (d) Paul introduced the true God 
who made the world (kosmas---the designed universe) and all things therein. 
These were neither eternal nor self-existing. (e) Paul explained that the Creator 
does not live in a humanly made temple, nor is he dependent upon humanity 
for his welfare. (f) He is the giver of all things, not the one who is needy. (g) 
The whole of humanity is derived from “one” (masculine)---contrary to the 
common theory that the Greeks were superior. (h) The true God is sovereign, 
determining the duration and expansion of nation (Psa. 22:28; Dan. 2:21). (i) 
He is readily available to those willing to search him out by examining the 
evidence. Our very existence depends upon him. 
   Paul then switched to a more negative approach. (a) The true deity must not 
be viewed in terms of gold, silver, or stone carvings. Idolatry is wrong (be it 
the adoration of a stone image or that of the “virgin Mary”). (b) God had not 
demanded full retribution for this great error. He had exercised much patience 
(14:16). He is not anxious that men perish (2 Peter 3:9). (c) He has, however, 
appointed a day of judgment. (d) At that time, the entire world will be judged. 
(e) The Judge will be the Jesus of whom the apostle 
had spoken in his earlier exchanges (v. 18; 2 Cor. 5:10). 
(f) The standard of judgment will be the righteousness 
of the true God (Rom. 2:5). (g) The pledge of the com-
ing judgment is to be found in the resurrection of Jesus 
from the dead---the most documentable fact of ancient 
human history. 
                              
Answering the error@GBNTV.ORG 
BIBLETALK.TV Mike Mazzalongo
video.wvbs.org
FortifyYourFaith.org MELVIN HOWARD

Melvin Howard’s Weekly column is sponsored by

The Lord’s Church
102 Paxton Road, Lancing

Acts Chapter 17
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 Malissa Ann Brown, age 
45, of Oneida, Tn. passed away 
January 15, 2021 at U.T. Med-
ical Center.  Everyone loved 
Malissa’s sneakiness, she was 
always smiling and loved life.  
Malissa loved crocheting but 
most of all she loved her fur ba-
bies.
 She is preceded in death 
by her father, Charles Edward 
Brown; fur babies, Frisky and 
Princess. 
 She is survived by her 
husband, James “Jimmy” Jones; 
mother and step-father, Arthur 
& Margie Brown; uncles, Larry 
(Linda) Billings, James David 
Billings, George Lester Billings; 
aunts, Nancy Rose Barnes; fur 

babies, Max, Jody, Emma Lee, 
Tippy and Red; several cousins 
and extended family.
 The family will receive 
friends Tuesday, January 19, 
2021 from 1:00 – 1:30 p.m. at 
Schubert Funeral Home in Wart-
burg with the funeral to follow at 
1:30 p.m. with Bro. Josh Baldwin 
officiating.  Interment will follow 
in the Island Ford Cemetery in 
Lancing.
 In lieu of flowers contribu-
tions can be made to Schubert 
Funeral Home, P.O. Box 326, 
Wartburg, TN  37887.
 Schubert Funeral Home 
is honored to serve the family of 
Malissa Ann Brown.

Malissa Ann Brown, 45

 Bertie LaRue, age 82 of 
Deer Lodge, went home to be 
with the Lord on January 16th, 
2021, in the comfort of her 
home, surrounded by family and 
friends. She was a loving moth-
er and grandma.
 She was preceded in 
death by her husband, Willard 
LaRue; daughter, Sally Hawn; 
and brothers, Hershel and Lu-
ther Scott.
 She is survived by her 
children: Judy Payne and hus-
band, Marion Hawn of Deer 
Lodge;
Sue Matheson and husband, 
Jerry of Wartburg; Kenny LaRue, 
and wife, Susan of Deer Lodge; 
Marty LaRue and wife, Linda of 
Wartburg; Jeff LaRue and wife, 
Carla of Deer Lodge; and bonus 

son, Tony Moon of Madison, 
Georgia. Eleven grandchildren 
and 22 great, grandchildren.
 “I have fought a good 
fight, I have finished my course, 
I have kept the faith: Henceforth 
there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteousness…” 2 Timothy 4:7-
8
 The family will receive 
friends Monday, January 18th 
from 5-7 PM at Schubert Fu-
neral Home, Wartburg. Funeral 
service will follow at 7 PM with 
Bro. Roy Langley Officiating. A 
graveside service will be Tues-
day, January 19th at 11 AM in 
the Mount Hope Cemetery in 
Deer Lodge.
 Schubert Funeral Home 
is honored to serve the family of 
Bertie LaRue.

Bertie LaRue, 82
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Law Enforcement Officer of the Week
Presented by Jerry Duncan Ford

Hometown Heroes

This week First Sergeant (1SG) Mitch Kriebel is being hon-
ored as the veteran of the week. We felt it fitting to honor him 
in such a way because he is doing so much to bring light and 

honor to fallen veterans. 
1SG Mitch Kriebel is a soldier in the Washington Army Na-

tional Guard and has taken it upon himself to road march 150 
miles to honor Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, and Marines who 

have given their lives 
in service to our great 

country. 
On Sunday, January 

24, 2021, 1SG Krieb-
el’s finished his goal 
and marched his 150-
mile journey in seven 
days from Lewiston, 

Washington to 
Benton City, 

Washington. He 
was motivated 
every time he 
met fellow pa-
triots along his 
way and he was 

able to build 

awareness of the fallen through engagement by his actions of 
self-less service and sacrifice for the fallen. 

You can follow 1SG Kriebel and patriots like him on Face-
book by following the group, Ruck for the Fallen. This page is 

growing rapidly and now has 14.7K members. 
1SG Mitch Kriebel, although we’ve never met you, we thank 
you! Thank you for your service to our country and to your 

fellow service members. Their families thank you for remem-
bering their sons, daughters, 
brothers, sisters, moms, and 
dads. If your actions were 

emulated by others our 
country would be a much 
greater place. Thank you 
again and may God bless 

you!

     Davis Funeral Home’s
 Veteran of the Week

Tuesday,
January 26, 2021

The IRS Identity Protec-
tion PIN is available for 

everyone

The new expanded IRS 
program prevents identity 
thieves from filing a fraud-
ulent tax return by using 
your personal information. 
Unfortunately, a growing 
number of people have 
discovered that an income 
tax return has already been 
filed using their social 
security number.
The IRS created the 
Identity Protection PIN 
(IP PIN) nearly a decade 
ago but only provided it to 
people who were victims 
of identity theft. However, 
starting in 2021, anyone 
may obtain a PIN. 
The IP PIN is a six-digit 
code known only to the 
you and the IRS. 
“This is a way to, in 
essence, lock your tax 
account, and the IP PIN 
serves as the key to open-
ing that account,” said IRS 
Commissioner Chuck Ret-
tig. “Electronic returns that 
do not contain the correct 
IP PIN will be rejected, 
and paper returns will go 
through additional scrutiny 
for fraud.”
The IP PIN Opt-In 
Program is a voluntary 

program. You must pass a 
rigorous identity verifica-
tion process to ensure that 
it is you that is applying 
instead of an identity thief.
The Internal Revenue 
Service today expanded 
the Identity Protection 
PIN Opt-In Program to all 
taxpayers who can verify 
their identities.
Spouses and dependents 
are eligible for an IP PIN 
if they can verify their 
identities. 
An IP PIN is only valid 
for one calendar year. You 
must obtain a new IP PIN 
each filing season.
The online IP PIN tool is 
offline between Novem-
ber and mid-January each 
year. There is currently 
no opt-out option, but the 
IRS is working on one for 
2022.
The IRS will never call 
you or request your IP 
PIN so don’t share it with 
anyone but your tax pro-
fessional.
You can get an IP PIN by 
going to IRS.gov/IPPIN 
and using the Get an IP 
PIN tool. Once you have 
authenticated your identity, 
your 2021 IP PIN will be 
provided immediately.
If your adjusted gross 
income is $72,000 or less, 
you can get an IP PIN by 
completing Form 15227 
and mailing or faxing it 
the IRS.

Current tax-related identity 
theft victims who have 
been receiving an IP PIN 
through the mail will expe-
rience no change.
If you attempt to efile your 
return and it’s rejected 
due your social security 
number being used to file a 
fraudulent return, you will 
be required to mail your 
tax return. This will result 
in a delay of your refund.
The IRS is encouraging all 
taxpayers to get an IP PIN 
to help prevent fraudulent 
tax returns. 

David Zubler is a tax 
accountant and Enrolled 
Agent in East Tennes-
see representing clients 
before the IRS and has 
over 25 years of tax expe-
rience. He is the author 
of four tax books and is 
the founder and president 
of Your Tax Care. The 
company provides busi-
ness and tax education to 
the public at its website, 
YourTaxCare.com. David 
can be reached at (865) 
363-3019 or contacted 
by email at zublerdavid@
gmail.com.

David Zubler

This 
week 
the 
Morgan 
County 
Today 
has 
decid-
ed to 
honor 
several 
people 
as this 

week’s law enforcement officers 
of the week and we promise many 
of you will be surprised by the 
famous names. 
We want to acknowledge four ce-

lebrities who served their commu-
nities by donning the badge and 
proudly back the blue still today. 
Let’s get started on those names…
Erik Estrada, the actor who 
played a starring role of “Ponch” 
Poncherello in the police drama 
television series CHiPs served 
as a reserve officer with the St. 
Anthony Police Department in St. 
Anthony, Idaho.  
NBA champion, Shaquille O’Ne-
al, served as a deputy marshal in 
Lafayette, Louisiana, a sheriff’s 
deputy in Clayton County, Geor-
gia and a reserve officer in Cali-
fornia, Florida, and Arizona. 
Comedian and actor, Dan 

Aykroyd, served for nearly two 
decades as a reserve officer in 
both Louisiana and Mississippi. 
He tremendously supports the 
Blue Line Foundation by making 
donations out of his own pocket. 
Body builder and actor, Lou 
Ferrigno “The Incredible Hulk” is 
the son of a police lieutenant and 
served himself as a reserve deputy 
in both California and Texas. 
Morgan County Today is thankful 
that these four brave men had the 
courage to serve in law enforce-
ment and we are just as thankful 
for the 100’s of men and women 
who serve our state and communi-
ty here locally throughout Morgan 

County 
at the 
Morgan 
County 
Correc-
tional 
Com-
plex, 
the 
Morgan 
County 
Sher-
iff’s 
Office 
and the Wartburg Police Depart-
ment. You are all heroes deserving 
of honor and recognition. 

Subscribe to Morgan County To-
day.

 Call (423) 346-2329.

 Imogene (Wright) Moss, 
age 90, of Wartburg passed 
away Tuesday, January 19, 
2021 at Life Care Center of Mor-
gan County.
 She is preceded in death 
by her husband, Walter (Spout) 
Moss, Jr.; daughter, Sheila Ann 
Cox; parents, Virgil and Anna 
Wright; brother, John Wright.
 She is survived by her 
daughter, Sherry (Pat) Skaggs 
of Harrogate; son, Rickey (Wil-
ma) Moss of Wartburg; sister, 

Maudine Daugherty of Wartburg 
and several nieces and neph-
ews.
 Due to the pandemic 
Covid-19 there will be no visita-
tion.  The family will have a pri-
vate graveside service.
 In lieu of flowers contri-
butions can be sent to Shriners 
Children’s Hospital and to St. 
Jude’s Children Hospital.
 Schubert Funeral Home 
is honored to serve the family of 
Imogene (Wright) Moss.

Imogene (Wright) Moss, 90

 Larry Edward Stout, age 
61. Citizen of the Kingdom of 
God. Whimsical lover of chil-
dren. Mighty man of valor. Fin-
ished his assignment in this 
world on January 18, 2021. If 
you had the sweet privilege of 
knowing him you could list your-
self here as part of his family.
 He was survived by his 
wife, Susan Stout, his sons Ka-
sey Stout, Joshua Stout, Chris 
Stout and his daughter Stacey 
Stout. His siblings Ronald, Don-
ald, Earl, Lonnie, Diane, Gene, 
Paula, Pam, Patricia, Lisa, and 
Amy. Grandkids Kaedyn, Male-
na, Gabriela, Jade, Kyrie, Mak-

enzie, Bentley, Declan, Keelyn, 
and many other beloved adopt-
ed kids and Grandkids.
 Services will be held on 
Friday, January 22nd. Receiv-
ing friends and family 5-7 pm 
and funeral to follow at Courts of 
Praise Church, Harriman TN 215 
Maple Street. Graveside ser-
vices will be held on Saturday, 
January 23rd at 11 am. Funer-
al procession from Schubert’s 
Funeral Home to Montgomery 
Cemetery, 10:30 am.
 Schubert Funeral Home 
is honored to serve the family of 
Larry Stout.

Larry Edward Stout, 61
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The Old Testament Model worked for Jesus 
Christ. The word of God from which our 

messiah quoted was the Hebrew Bible. Why 
do denominations separate The New testament 
from the Old Testament and are all of God’s 
Promises eternal? 
There are covenants in the bible which God 
considers irrevocable. Genesis 2:24, Genesis 
8:22, Genesis 12:2,3, Genesis 22:8, 2 Samuel 
7:14 -16, Jeremiah 31:31-33. These covenants 
require God to keep his word! Why would God 

require Himself to keep his word and allow us to 
pervert that Word? The answer is found in the He-

brew word for Eternal Mercies: Rechem. It transliterates in English as Com-
passion. It is one of the Two irrevocable attributes of God toward his faithful 
congregation of Bible believers. 
 The foundation of the entire creation and Bible narrative is the Mar-
riage covenant between one man and one woman. It was given as an act of 
mercy on Adam for God had placed him in the garden with no suitable help-
meet. God had a Plan! Woman was God’s act of mercy upon Adam for all 
the thoughts of man is only evil continually. Man needs woman not just for 
procreation, we need woman to show the Philo storge Love to our children 
and to provide balance to decision making in Families. The Marriage covenant 
between One man and one woman for life, was given as a command not as 
an imperative. Why does God require one man to remain with one woman for 
Life? According to Malachi 3, because he was seeking a Godly seed. Children 
need both Parents in the Home to continue the Godly Biblical paradigm started 
by God in eternity past and continued through the Garden. God did it all to 
illustrate to his fallen world that he would never leave us nor forsake us. God 
has not Divorced Israel and Jesus Christ would never divorce Us his virgin 
bride. The Rainbow was placed in the Sky to remind us of our responsibility 
to God to remain married for life. Yet Divorce permeates the denominational 
Church. Has God Changed? Does the Rainbow remind us still of the marriage 
covenant in Genesis?  No wonder the enemy of God has perverted the sign of 
the Rainbow. The Church has signed off on multiple marriages and Divorce 
is Higher in Church than it is 
in society. Pastors have been 
married many times over. I 
myself have been married 
twice. The first time, Roman 
Catholic tradition permeated 
my marriage covenant, itself 
a perverted Marriage to the 
world system. The examples in 
My life had failed. I followed 
Religious tradition and di-
vorced when marriage became 
financially untenable for my 
Selfish thinking. My Children 
payed the price. I was derelict. 
My son has righted the ship. 
He is married, and has four 
children. His mother was a 
Good example and she has 
remained faithful to the man 
God chose for her. My son was 
born out of Teenage Lust and 
selfless thinking toward sex. I 
had been taught by my peers 
that I deserved sex from mul-
tiple partners. Whatever felt good it must be right. I had completely violated 
God’s marriage covenant! Something had to change and the God I believe in 
is a God of eternal mercy. Mercy is exactly what I needed. And just when I 
needed Mercy, Grace appeared in the Form of the Son of God high and lifted 
upon a cross of cedar. Hallelujah!
 Now has come salvation and the power of our God and The Power 
of His Christ: The accuser of the brethren is cast Down. They overcame Him 
by the Blood of the lamb and the word of their testimony. This is my minis-
try calling. To take you behind the veil of my life and watch as Jesus Christ 
redeemed the time, I had spent serving self and not him.  My entire faith can 
be summed up in one Statement; I would rather serve in heaven than reign in 
hell! This is God’s singular question posed upon a fallen humanity and I intend 
to be an example of service to Jesus Christ! I will only ever be as good as the 
next person I serve with the message of grace and mercy. There are only two 
options in life: The wide road that leads to destruction or the narrow path that 
leads to salvation. A wide road holds everybody. A narrow path can only fit Je-
sus Christ and you as the individual believer. Once you are on the narrow path, 
the Holy Spirit will send people who need to hear your testimony of saving 
faith in Jesus Christ alone. Never be afraid to share the reason for the joy that 
is within you. His name is Yeshua ha Messiah. You will have entered into the 
eternal covenant incorporated on a cross of wood in 32 A.D. at the final Pass-
over. God is the progenitor of a Limited liability company. We have sinned and 
he payed for it! The courtroom of creation has no double jeopardy. We admit 
guilt and he Justifies us before a Holy and Righteous God! Hallelujah!
 The covenants of God are worthy of careful study. After the marriage 
covenant in Genesis 2 God enters covenant with Abraham and his descendants. 
We are introduced to the people the Bible refers to as Hebrews. In genesis 
12 we encounter God’s idea behind Earthly possessions. He who Blesses 
you shall be blessed and he who curses you shall be cursed. Bless the Jewish 
people and you will be blessed. Learn the principal that God will bless those 
who use their blessings to bless believers in God. Our blessings in the king-
dom. totally hinge upon how we use them to bless others. God blesses no one 
or no ministry for the sake of hoarding immense wealth. Today if you hear his 
voice harden not your hearts. Jesus Christ removed the money changers from 
the three-dimensional temple that the priests allowed to be polluted. Money 
changers are present in every denomination and title. Any ministry that is 
worried about finances has never read the story of the Coin in the fish’s mouth. 
God alone Has authority to print money.  Not one Apostle died wealthy. All 
but John Died a Martyrs Death. Will your Pastor accept martyrdom in Favor 
of Accepting Money? God does not call anyone to leave their profession for 
the purpose of becoming a Professional preacher. Being a professional by 
definition means you demand a wage for Knowledge. Wages are born out of 
works. Not by works lest any man should boast. If Money is the reason you 
preach, then you have your reward and it is Earthly not heavenly! If you would 
like your ministry to reflect God’s Heart, Bless the Jewish people and in Turn 
you will be Blessed. Be careful when you vote for People who intend to Deny 
God’s Plan of Regathering the Jewish people in Jerusalem. If you are a Be-
liever and you line up with people who wish to divest and sanction Israel, then 

God intends to divest and sanction You from earthly blessing. We have a Polit-
ical party in America who has exploited Jewish wealth, while enacting policies 
steeped in Eugenics and Racism. We live in the era of Satanic deceit and he 
has deceived Reformation believers into denying Gods’ plan for Jesus Christ 
and the Jewish people.  God’s covenant with Abraham is an eternal covenant. 
Every promise for blessing in our lives stems from the Abrahamic covenant to 
include our Marriage covenant with Jesus Christ. Require your pastor to begin 
a plan that uses the tithes and offerings to bless the Jewish people. His minis-
try will be blessed and so will the congregation. We must stop attacking God’s 
plan for Israel from within the Church. We are grafted into the living Jewish 
Vine from Adam to Messiah! It is a Jewish Vine. Praise YHWH for it! I am the 
Lord and I change Not!
 The Davidic covenant deals with a contentious issue in World History. 
The reason for the divide can be traced to Origen. He is the Church Father who 
allegorized scripture to deny God’s plan for the Jewish people. He became 
extremely Anti-semitic. His extra Biblical writings have led to Amillenialism 
in Christianity. He was the first to preach God replaced the Jewish people with 
Gentile believers. He was not a man that the Holy Spirit convicted. The Holy 
Spirit will never Testify of Himself. His treatises have caused major confusion 
in the Body of Christ and that is why God once again is Using sons of Issachar 
to discern the times and seasons as they pertain to Israel and their place in 
the Davidic Monarchy. It was to be an eternal Monarchy, to begin after God 
chastens the Jewish remnant who believe in the shedding of Blood for the re-
mission of Sin. It is to begin After the marriage supper of the lamb in heaven. 
Which means that the Rapture of the true bride of Christ occurs before the 7 
Year tribulation. I believe it occurs between the Psalm 83 war and the unveil-
ing of the Satanic Trinity on Earth. God always removes the Righteous before 
he administers Justice. Enoch, Noah and his family, Lot and his family, Rahab 
the Harlot with her family, Joseph in Egypt before the famine and so on and so 
on. God has always used Biblical Paradigm’s to chasten us to Him as Messiah 
and King. The Kingdom of God, made up of Jew and gentile will be ushered 
into existence after the last 42 months of Gentile government upon the earth. 
The Christian Churches in America are awakening to the truth of God’s word 
and Jewish Prophets are providing the Pattern from History. 
 To the Jewish mind prophecy is Biblical pattern. To the Western Greek 

mind, it is all about predic-
tion. Jesus Christ called it 
Divination. It was against 
the word of God to predict 
anything or to Divine about 
any future events not con-
tained in the Word of God. 
Elohim the creator gave us 
his word which contains ev-
ery human event in history. 
You can find yourself in the 
Word of God. It will take 
a Lifetime but that is all 
you have is 1 lifetime. How 
you spend it determines if 
and when you go to heav-
en. Who you truly believe 
in determines the If? And 
How you spend your time 
after knowing God saved 
you, determines when you 
go to heaven. That is the 
message of Jesus Christ to 
the 7 Churches of Revela-
tion. He rightly identifies 

the bride of Christ as those who are removed before the Tribulation. He also 
identifies those Churches who have compromised with sound Biblical teach-
ing. The Reformation denominational Church is warned that It is a DEAD 
Church and that it will go through the Tribulation without Biblical repentance. 
Only two Churches are promised they will not go through the Tribulation. The 
Persecuted Church at Smyrna which endured Three Hundred Years of Martyr-
dom at the hands of Ten Roman Emperors. We are living on the cusp of Hu-
man History and Christians in America will soon be asked to recant their Faith 
or Die. LIVE FREE IN CHRIST OR DIE WORSHIPPING AMERICA AND 
HER GOVERNMENT! The Philadelphia Church is the Missionary Church 
that has always existed but became prominent during the enlightenment. It 
migrated into North America which saw the greatest explosion of missionary 
minded Americans. American wealth contributed to the Gospel reaching the 
Four corners of the Globe.  I am afraid Laodicea has manifest in our Churches 
and American selfishness is witnessing the decline of American missionary 
minded people. Only Philadelphia and Smyrna Christians make up the Ekkle-
sia which will be Raptured prior to the tribulation. The rest of the Church Folk 
will go through the tribulation. Only martyrdom will save you then just like at 
Smyrna. 
 I am Chiefest amongst sinners! I am saved only by the Blood of the 
Lamb. I am Justified by Faith in Jesus Christ. I am being Sanctified by the 
written revealed Word of God. It is a Two-edged sword. The Old Testament 
Being the Story of the nation Israel that God Loves. The New Testament is the 
Story of the God-Man that the nation of Israel Gave us. The Old is revealed in 
the New and the New is Concealed in the Old. Remove one letter and the en-
tire Biblical algorhythym falls apart. One Day I will be Glorified in the Eternal 
kingdom of Yeshua ha Messiah but not before the Bridegroom says well done 
good and faithful servant. I will be present at the marriage supper of the lamb. 
I am My Lovers” and My Lover is Mine. Even So come Lord Jesus Christ! 
RLTW John Burns 3-20-2020
 Staff Sergeant John Burns enlisted into the United States Army on 
September 23, 1987 as an 11C Infantry Mortarman. He graduated from the 
7th Infantry Division, Ranger Class 11/89 and served in the invasion of Pan-
ama, Desert Storm and the Battle of Mogadishu while assigned to the 75th 
Rangers. 
 Some of his many decorations, awards and badges include; Bronze 
Star Medal for Valor, Purple Heart, Meritorious Service Medal, Sniper 
Badge, Pathfinder Badge, Master Parachutist Badge, Combat Infantry 
Badge and Expert Infantry Badge. Throughout his prestigious military 
career, he traveled to forty-five countries on five continents and all but two 
states while serving in the military. 
 He currently serves as the Chaplain for the Special Operations War-
rior Foundation. His devout faith demonstrates to all he comes into contact 
with that he believes nothing but the blood of Jesus Christ can cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness. He enjoys writing and teaching God’s Word while 
sharing his faith with a dying world.

Hebrew Hermeneutics

John Burns
Opinion Columnist

Opinions expressed by readers and columnists do not necessarily reflect those of Morgan County Today
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By Terry Futrell

The gymnasium at Coalfield School was 
filled to capacity that cold February eve-
ning in 1964.  The bleachers were filled 
with people, as were the folding chairs 
that had been set up on the basketball 
court. It seemed that everyone in the 
community, many of whom were related 
to Dolly Parton, had come out to hear 
her perform.  

As Dolly’s primary contact at the 
school, I stood near the door closest 
to the stage that was at one end of the 
gymnasium of the old school – the 
school was later torn down and 
replaced. Stonney Ray Lane, 
who taught social studies at 
Coalfield at the time before 
going on to become warden at 
Brushy Mountain Prison, was 
to serve as Master of Ceremo-
nies and stood there with me. 
We waited with much anticipa-
tion for Dolly’s arrival. It had 
been a couple of years since I 
had last seen the slender girl 
with short curly hair appear 
on the Cas Walker Show on 
television. I was definitely not 
prepared when a beautiful, cur-
vaceous blonde came through 
the door with her sisters Stella 
and Cassie. Filled with a sense 
of awe, I did what any shy, 
pimple-faced eighteen-year-
old male would do – I ran! I 
suppose I didn’t actually run, 
but I quickly melted away to be 
lost in the crowd, never to even 
speak to this heavenly creature 
that had entered my humble 
domain.

The story of how Dolly came to Coal-
field is filled with intrigue and deceit – 
not malicious deceit, but deceit just the 
same. I served as president of the Coal-
field Beta Club during my senior year. 
We planned to have a hootenanny to 
raise funds for our trip to the State Beta 
Club convention in Nashville. For those 
who are too young to know what a hoo-
tenanny was, think Bonnaroo on a small 
scale! I was sick and absent from school 

one day when my classmate Tony Smith 
suggested to our club sponsor Ruth 
Huddleston that we get his cousin Dolly 
Parton to come from Sevierville to per-
form at the show. As a result of Tony’s 
suggestion, some unknown person sent 
Dolly a letter requesting her to come 
and signed my name to the letter. Tech-
nically, that was forgery and quite de-
ceitful, but as it turned out, this was one 
time when crime really did pay!

Needless to say, I was surprised when 
I received a letter from Dolly Parton at 
school a few days later. Handwritten in 
blue ink on three-ring notebook paper, 
the letter expressed how Dolly “would 

be more than proud to come and help 
the school.” She indicated that her sis-
ters Stella and Cassie would sing with 
her if that would be all right. Today, I 
cannot imagine how much it would cost 
to get Dolly to perform – I should think 
at least several hundred thousand dol-
lars, perhaps millions. But on February 
6, 1964, Dolly proceeded in her letter 
to request the whopping amount of ten 
dollars for her performance at Coalfield! 
She then expressed her willingness to 
take less if that was too much! By the 

way, Dolly and her sisters had to buy 
three round trip bus tickets from Se-
vierville to Oliver Springs out of the ten 
dollars. My, she has come a long way 
since then!

Dolly, Stella, and Cassie Parton sang 
their hearts out at Coalfield on February 
15, 1964, and the crowd was delighted. 
The Beta Club raised a lot of money and 
everyone left feeling much better for the 
experience, except for one bashful eigh-
teen-year-old male who to this day re-
grets missing his one opportunity to talk 
to Dolly Parton. But all was not lost – I 
still have in my possession the treasured 
letter that I received from Dolly Parton 

in 1964, just months before she 
moved to Nashville and eventual 
stardom.

I have always had a special ad-
miration for Dolly Parton and the 
determination, drive, and hard 
work that led to her sparkling 
success. I like to think back on 
that day when she wondered if 
ten dollars was too much for her 
performance. Her family had little 
in the way of material things, 
but their abundant wealth in the 
things that are of true value is 
expressed in many of Dolly’s 
songs. Like Dolly, many of my 
classmates and I had very humble 
beginnings. There was little mon-
ey, but we each had our families, 
homes that were filled with love, 
and food on the table, though 
it usually came as the result of 
much hard work. While few 
people would view us as being 

successful on the level of Dolly 
Parton, we found that success is not 

measured only in terms of dollars, but in 
how well we achieved the goals that we 
established in life. As I looked around at 
many of my classmates at our fiftieth re-
union and considered their accomplish-
ments, I could only conclude that ours 
was a very successful generation. My 
hope is that the current generation of 
high school kids is filled with the same 
determination, drive, and work ethic 
that will ultimately assure their success 
in life.

When Dolly Parton Came to Coalfield

Dolly Parton circa 1964 (Photo Submitted)
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Community Supporters

Trending

CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocate)
of the Tennessee Valley is seeking volunteers

to advocate for abused and/or neglected
children in  Loudon, Morgan, and Roane

Counties.  Volunteers come from all
lifestyles. No prior experience is required or

needed to be a CASA Volunteer.  
Our CASA program provides you 

with all the training and tools you need.  All it
takes is 10 to 15 hours a month of your time and
a heart to make a lasting difference in a child’s
life.  By volunteering for CASA, you can help

children avoid trauma that could have a negative
impact on their lives, and replace their adverse

experience with hope and a future. 

To apply or for more
information about

CASA go to our
website:

beforthechild.org 
or call 865-717-4186


