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MCCX Employees 
Shown Appreciation

Once a week for the past three years God Be-
hind Bars and their partnering church Faith 

Promise Church, have held church services and 
small groups at Morgan County Correctional Com-
plex. This ended March 8, 2020 when Tennessee 
Department of Correction closed prisons to all visi-
tors and volunteers due to Covid-19.

 On May 18, 2020 God Behind Bars got to 
go back to the Morgan County Correctional Com-
plex (MCCX) although not inside. According to 
Raenne Hance, “The officers and staff are just as 
much a part of the services as the inmates. God 
Behind Bars and Faith Promise Church wanted to 
show their appreciation for all of the staff’s hard 
work during this time. These men and women are 
first responders and show up every day to keep our 
communities safe.” 
 God Behind Bars showed their apprecia-
tion to the officers and staff of MCCX with gift 
cards of appreciation and snacks while holding 
handmade signs showering them with praise and 

prayers in hopes that the smiles behind the masks 
were enough to brighten their day.
 We can all learn from God Behind Bars and 
Faith Promise Church’s example of placing other 
people first. Acts of selfless kindness like this are 
blessings to both the receiver and giver of kind-
ness. 

Volunteers with the prison ministry “God Behind Bars” provides gift cards to the employees of MCCX to show appreciation (photo 
submitted)
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Delonha Joan 
Spradlin Heidel, 
77, passed away 
Wednesday May 13, 
2020 at her home in 
Wartburg, TN, with 
her family surround-
ing her. She was 
born in Silerville, KY 
on August 11, 1942 
to Gorman and Ge-
neva (Stephens) 
Spradlin. She was 
a faithful member 
of St. Paul Lutheran 
Church in Wartburg, TN.

She is preceded in death by her 
father, Gorman Spradlin; grand-
children: Alexander David Heidel 
and Dakota Robert Heidel; and 
great-granddaughter, Sydney 
Hope Heidel.

She is survived by her husband of 
60 years, Garland Ralph Heidel; 
mother, Geveva Spradlin; chil-
dren: Charles “Chuck” (Ann) 
Heidel, Lee (Denise) Heidel, Al-
len Heidel, Robert “Rob” (Stac-
ey) Heidel, and Lorie (Richard) 
Marcum; grandchildren: Jessica 
(Andy) Webb, James (Heather) 
Heidel, Derek Heidel, Jennifer 
(Troy) Arquette, Amber (Nick) 
Watson, Dustin (Teresa) Heidel, 
Logan Heidel, Amelia Marcum 
Lawrence Richard Marcum and 
Elizabeth Alexandria Marcum; 
great-grandchildren: Elizabeth 

Webb, Dewayne 
Heidel, Abigail 
Heidel, Aiden and 
Aria Arquette, and 
Lily Watson; broth-
ers and sisters, Nor-
ma Price, James and 
Carolyn Spradlin, 
Pamela Kay and 
Wayne Gibbs, San-
dra and Michael 
Roysden, Debra and 
John Mallett, Steve 
and Sue Spradlin; 
sister-in-laws, Arnet-

ta and Louis Basler, Ida Mae 
and Wayne Hamby, Shirley and 
Benny Parks; special friend, Pat-
ty Heidel and a host of nieces, 
nephews and extended family.

In lieu of flowers the family ask 
that a memorial be made to St. 
Paul Lutheran Church, P.O. Box 
67, Wartburg, TN  37887.

The family will receive friends 
Friday, May 15, 2020 at Schubert 
Funeral Home in Wartburg from 
4:00 – 7:00 p.m.  Funeral ser-
vices will be Saturday at 11:00 
a.m. at St. Paul Lutheran Church 
in Wartburg with Pastor David 
Graves officiating.  Interment 
will follow in the Morgan Memo-
rial Gardens in Wartburg.

Schubert Funeral Home is hon-
ored to serve the family for De-
lonha “Donnie” Heidel. 

Delonha Joan Spradlin Heidel, 77
Mrs. Pauline Mc-
Cormick went to 
her heavenly home 
surrounded by her 
family on May 11, 
2020.  She loved 
flowers and loved 
making quilts and 
crocheting. 

She is preceded in 
death by her par-
ents, Myrle Aytes 
and Edith Aytes; 
brother, Bernard (Faye) Aytes; 
brothers-in-law, Jay Nelson, 
Steve Hamby, Doug Adams; 
sisters, Cathy Howard, Jen-
ny Aytes; infant brother, John-
ny Mack Aytes; sister-in-law, 
Yvonne Aytes and granddaugh-
ter, Jennifer Pride.

She is survived by her husband 
of 59 ½ years, Christopher Mc-
Cormick; children, Stephanie 
(Donnie) Williams, Kevin (Lar-
enda) McCormick, Jill (Terry) 
Bales; grandchildren, Mandy 
Williams, Mikie McCormick; step 
grandson, Donald Williams, Jr. 
and family, Wayne Pride and 

family; sisters, Fayne 
Nelson and fami-
ly, Libby Adams and 
family, Nadine Hamby 
and family Eva Jean 
Morgan and family, 
Angel Bates and fam-
ily; brothers, Dwayne 
Aytes and family, 
Butch Aytes and fam-
ily, David Aytes and 
family, Jimmy Dean 
Aytes and family, Bill 
Aytes and family.

The family will receive friends 
Thursday, May 14, 2020 at 
Schubert Funeral Home in Wart-
burg from 12:00 – 2:00 p.m. with 
the funeral to follow at 2:00 p.m. 
with Bro. Russell Jones and Bro. 
Nathan Beasley officiating.  In-
terment will follow in the Potters 
Chapel Cemetery in the Potters 
Chapel Community in Lancing, 
TN. 

Schubert Funeral Home is hon-
ored to serve the family for Pau-
line McCormick. 

Edith Pauline Aytes McCormick
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Julie Ann Cromwell, 79 of 
Oakdale, TN passed away 
on Sunday, May 10, 2020 at 
NHC Healthcare in Oak Ridge, 
TN.  She was born in Stafford 
Springs, CT, daughter of the late 
Joseph P. and Helen (Malinoki) 
Swatik.

Her late husband, James Lee 
Cromwell; 2 daughters, Joann 
Galloway and Linda Cromwell 
and an infant son, James A. 
Cromwell; 2 brothers, Andrew 
Swatik and Robert Swatik pre-
ceded her in death.

Julie is survived by her loving 
son and daughter-in-law, James 
L. Cromwell and wife Julieann 
and son Kaden; special grand-
daughter, Alicia Jarrell and hus-
band, Mark; 2 great grandchil-
dren, Emerson and Cannon; 
son-in-law, Dennis Galloway and 
dear friends, Janet Allen, Leslie 
Yeary and Jill Jones-Lazuka; 
siblings, Josephine Bell, Anna 
Robillard and husband, Gerald; 
special loving sister, Irene and 
husband, Edward, Mary Pelles 
and husband, Joseph, Joseph 
Swatik and companion, Pat Ami-
don and Michael Swatik; 2 spe-
cial nephews, Dave Kuca and 
wife, Temple, and Brad Kuca; 
a host of nieces, nephews and 

cousins.

Julia had a passion for work-
ing on Genealogy and donated 
many years of her talents at the 
Morgan County Genealogical 
and Historical Society in Wart-
burg, TN.  She also worked 
diligently on a book about Civil 
War Stories of Morgan County.  
She spent years doing research 
on family history.  She was pre-
sented a Civil War Remem-
brance Award by the National 
Society Daughters of the Union.  
She had so many talents for 
craft making, quilting, sewing, 
crocheting, the list goes on and 
made so many wonderful things 
throughout her life that she 
shared with family and friends.  
Julie was one of the kindest 
most caring person to have ever 
lived.  Rest in peace loved one.

The family is honoring Julia’s 
wishes for cremation.  No me-
morial services are scheduled 
at this time. Family ask in lieu of 
flowers that contributions can be 
made to Morgan County Genea-
logical and Historical Society.

Schubert Funeral Home is hon-
ored to serve the family for Julie 
Ann Cromwell. 

Julie Ann Cromwell, 79

Martha Bedingfield, age 48 of 
Harriman, TN, passed away 
May 8, 2020. She was an awe-
some wife and mother, and the 
best MeMe in the world.
She is survived by her mother, 
Jean Hamby and her father, Os-
car Bunch; husband, Michael 
Bedingfield; daughter, Britta-
ny Sexton; sons: Camryn Be-
dingfield and D.J. Bedingfield; 
grandson, Mathew Bedingfield; 
sister, Lola Bunch; nephew, 
Greg Bunch; along with many 

cousins, nieces and nephews, 
aunts and uncles.
As Randy Travis sang, “I’m gon-
na Love you forever and ever, 
forever and ever, Amen”.
The family is honoring her wish-
es for cremation.

Schubert Funeral Home is hon-
ored to serve the family for Mar-
tha Bedingfield. 

Martha Bedingfield, 48

Obituaries must come from a fu-
neral home to be in the newspaper.

Opinions expressed by readers and 
columnists do not necessarily reflect 

those of Morgan County Today

Send Letters to the Editor
Editor@mocotoday.com Subscribe to the 

Morgan County To-
day by calling 423-

346-2329
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As I 
re-

call my 
school 
days at 
Wart-
burg 
Central 
Elemen-
tary and 
High 

School, I 
have come 
to the reali-

zation that there was something 
I learned in school that always 
drew me back to it. Altogeth-
er I spent fifty-three years in 
the classroom; twelve years 
in the public school, 
seven years in college, 
thirty-four years as a 
teacher/administrator, 
and that not counting 
nine months in Navy 
schools.   
I’m going to take you 
back to the 4o’s and 
50’swhen schools had 
pretty good discipline. 
I had Stella Madden in 
the eighth grade and 
our classroom was in the high 
school wing. One of the first 
things she told us was not to in-
termingle with the high school 
students and let them get us into 
trouble. As she turned around, 
she said in a lower tone, or for 
you to get them into trouble. 
 I liked and respected 
Mrs. Madden. I still remember 
many things she taught us and 
the one that is still clear in my 
mind is what she told us about 
doing a good job. “When a job 
is once begun never leave it till 
its done, be the labor great or 
small do it well or not at all.” I 
would have counted my eighth 
year of school a success even if 
Mrs. Madden hadn’t taught me 
anything else, but she taught me 
a lot more. 
 We were allowed to 
carry knives to school back in 
those days and Mrs. Madden 
told all the boys, “don’t carry 
around an old dull knife. If I 
ask you to use your knife it had 
better be sharp.”
 Mrs. Madden had a way 
of motivating us to work hard 
and do our best in academ-
ics. When she caught many of 
us loafing, she would say, “it 
looks like only three or four of 
you would be going on to high 
school next year.” I looked and 
saw many intelligent girls and 
I knew right away I wasn’t one 
of the four so I buckled down 
and worked harder. Only one 
boy was held back and he didn’t 
want to go on. He was around 
sixteen years of age and the 
teacher just let him sit in the 
back of the room and read west-
ern books. 
 I loved history and 
geography and Mrs. Madden 
must have loved it too because 
I learned a lot under her. For 
some reason at county fair 
time my classmates thought 
that since I loved geography 
so much that I should draw 
and color a Tennessee map and 
enter it in the fair. I must admit 
and confess to you that I didn’t 
think the map I drew was very 
good, and Mrs. Stella thought 
the same. But it won a blue rib-
bon so I guess the judges were 

either hard of seeing or didn’t 
know what the state of Tennes-
see looked like.
 Stella Madden moved to 
Oregon soon after the year I had 
her as a teacher. They lived at 
Gobey and I guess his job was 
about to play out. He heard the 
phase, “Go west young man” 
and they did. But to show you 
that most of the people from 
Morgan County usually return, 
Mrs. Stella Madden is buried 
in the Elizabeth Baptist Church 
Cemetery in Gobey. 
 Miss Ruth Jones was my 
seventh-grade teacher and I felt 
like she was also a good teach-
er. If you folks out there don’t 

know 
this, I’ll 
tell you that the seventh grade is 
a hard one to teach. I respected 
Miss Ruth as much as I did any 
of my teachers, but I still ended 
up talking back to her. The only 
time I ever did this. I suppose 
I deserved a good paddling, 
but Miss Ruth stopped with a 
strong reprimand. 
 Miss Ruth was also a girl 
scout leader and with some of 
the prettiest girls in school in 
the troop I just wished I could 
have joined. 
 Miss Ruth had good 
discipline and I learned a lot 
from her because later on I 
would be a seventh-grade teach-
er in Wartburg, and a middle 
school principle in Florida. 
One of my teachers said, “Mr. 
Redmon they should put all the 
seventh-grade students on an 
island and educate them.” The 
seventh graders were always 
picking on the sixth graders and 
complaining about the eighth 
graders. Many of my discipline 
problems were ninth graders. 
  One day a Gobey boy, 
(sorry I can’t remember his 
name) didn’t want to be disci-
plined by Miss Ruth, so as she 
was getting her paddle out, he 
was jumping out the window 
and headed for town. Every stu-
dent stood up and yelled, “Run 
??? Run!” That’s seventh grade 
for you. 
 I guess the boys father 
brought him into Mr. Dillon’s 
office the next day and took 
care of business. Remember the 
parents back then (for the most 
part) supported the teachers. 
 Miss Thelma our fourth 
grade teacher scared the dev-
il out of most of us. I learned 
under Thelma Fretag because I 
was afraid not to. She had read-
ing groups that went something 
like this; the red birds were the 
top reading group, the bluebirds 
wee the second best, the yellow 
birds third, and the blackbirds 
the fourth and worst group. I 
never thought of it before but 
today that would be called raci-
est. 
 I started out as a yellow-

bird and worked hard to move 
up to the bluebirds. Today I’m 
an avid reader so I guess Miss 
Thelma inspired me.
 Before the year was over 
Miss Thelma managed to pad-
dle everyone in the classroom, 
that if you considered bending 
your hand back and whacking 
you on the open palm with a 
ruler as a paddling. She always 
had a pet, and it was always a 
pretty little girl who took names 
when she was out of the room. 
One day I looked like I wanted 
to talk and she took my name. 
 Later on, in the early 
60’s I was a seventh grader, 
eighth grade teacher at the 

elementary school and Miss 
Thelma was still teaching fourth 
grade. One day when we met 
on the playground, I said to her, 
“Miss Thelma you remind me 
of a little Bantam rooster strut-
ting around here”. She looked 
at me unbelieving that a former 
student would say that. Then 
she kinda smiled and said, “wait 
here I’m going to go get my 
ruler.”
 Mrs. Eva Adcock our 
third-grade teacher was a very 
gentle person and we were 
thankful that she lived by the 
school with a well full of cold 
drinking water. Many times, 
before the new school was 
finished, we had to draw water 
from the well. We all drank 
from the same dipper. It seems 
that we were fearless back then, 
even with germs. I started lov-
ing geography that year and I 
guess I carried that love to high 
school because in study hall 
when I was bored, I looked out 
the window and dreamed about 
being in Florida or Hawaii. 
 Rose Brock was my 
fifth-grade teacher and about 
every week she assigned us 
something to memorize. I had 
a problem with that and when 
my time came to get up before 
the class and recite, I wanted to 
miss school.
 My sister Rosella had 
Mrs. Brock for a teacher and 
one day she took them on a 
field trip in the hills above 
Wartburg. She was strict in en-
forcing rules and set a location 
where they were to return to at 
a certain time. Some of them 
went on up in the hills and they 
were having fun, lingering there 
too long. They were in trouble 
when they got back where Mrs. 
Brock was. Rose was in the 
bunch. Mrs. Brock told them 
to pull their coats off and line 
up for a whipping. Rose got in 
what she thought was the last 
one in line. Her reasoning was 
that Mrs. Brock would be too 
tired to swing that switch. But 
Mrs. Brock walked down the 
line and started with Rosella. 

That ended the field trips for her 
class. 
 I was lucky enough not 
to have Louise Petit for a teach-
er. Bill Harper said he wasn’t 
so lucky. He had moved from 
Carthage the year the school 
building burned, and he said he 
blamed John Dillion for put-
ting him in Miss Petit’s class. 
He was a very unhappy sixth 
grader but Bill spent the rest of 
his life in Wartburg making his 
mark as a great citizen of Mor-
gan County. 
 In high school I had 
many great teachers who influ-
enced me greatly. Miss Marjorie 
Waddell would have to be at the 

top of the list with 
Mrs. Knisley and 
Mrs. Bessie also 
being in this cat-
egory. Mr. Harry 
Fritts was loved by 
all who knew him. 
 When I was a 
junior, I was on the 
verge of dropping 
out of school. I 
was bored and at 
seventeen years I 

thought about going up north 
and getting a job. I was walking 
off from school more times than 
I like to remember. A teacher by 
the name of Mary Jack Waddell 
must have sensed that I wasn’t 
very happy. She had a long 
talk with me and I changed my 
mind. I spent fifty-three years in 
school. 
 Did you know that Stella 
Madden also taught John Dillon 
in school? Mr. Dillon was her 
principal at Central. 
 Most elementary teacher 
back then did not have a degree. 
They probably did as good a job 
teaching as those teachers with 
degrees. 
 Miss Marjorie Waddell 
ended her teaching career at 
Deer Lodge teaching in the 
same room where I started my 
teaching career. 
 Mr. Knisley and Miss 
Waddell had identical 1948 
two tone Chevrolet cars. Mr. 
Knisley ended up in Miss Wad-
dell car several times. When it 
wouldn’t start, he slipped over 
to the right car, hoping no one 
saw him.
 Allen Nance, Shirley 
Melborn, Lucy Sweat and Tom 
Redmon all from the Central 
Class of 1954 once taught at 
Wartburg Central.  
 Coach Homer Rice is 
still living in Atlanta, Geor-
gia. He is ninety-three and just 
recently retired from teaching 
a leadership class at Georgia 
Tech. What a career he had. 
 Mr. E. Utley went on to 
get his PHD at the University of 
Tennessee and ended up teach-
ing the U.T. Chattanooga Cam-
pus. 
 The Morgan County 
High School at Wartburg be-
came Wartburg Central in 1917 
when Sunbright got a high 
school. 
 The Wartburg School 
burned on January 19, 1940. 
The new school was not com-
pleted until mid-year of the 
1945-1946 school year. For 
five years students had to go to 
school anywhere they could put 
them. 

The Good Ole School Days

Tom Redmon
Columnist

1945 Wartburg School (1st thru 12) drawn by Diane Cagley
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Historically Speaking
John Hendrix – Oak Ridge “Proph-
et” Part 2
By Ray Smith - Oak Ridge City Historian
 
 While I will not print the whole 
story of the John Hendrix family here, 
some interesting and basic facts are 
included. I hope they help provide you a 
context for the life of John Hendrix. 
 John Hendrix’s great-grandfather 
was Garrett Hendrix. He came from 
Wilkes County, North Carolina to Bea-
ver Creek in Knox County before 1794. 
David and Samuel Hall, who had been 
Revolutionary War soldiers also came 
from Wilkes County. 
 The Hall and the Hendrix families 
lived in the same neighborhoods and 
intermarried. Samuel Hall’s wife was 
Letitia Hendrix. David Hall is buried in a 
cemetery near the Bull Run Steam Plant 
close to where John Hendrix 
lived at one time. 
 John Hendrix’s 
grandfather was Morgan 
Hendrix, one of the first set-
tlers in Morgan County. He 
moved back to Knox Coun-
ty by 1830 and died there 
in 1843. Morgan had seven 
children by his first wife, 
one being Luke S. Hendrix. 
Morgan married a second 
time to Sally Bowman. 
They had 10 children. Dr. E. 
L. Hendrix of Oak Ridge is 
a great-grandson of Tarleton 
Hendrix, a half-uncle of 
John Hendrix. 
 John Hendrix’s father 
was Luke S. Hendrix. 
 John Hendrix was 
born November 9, 1865 in 
Anderson County. He was 
the eighth son of Luke S. 
and Jane (Wallace) Hendrix. 
His family lived in Morgan 
County at the times of the 1850 and 1860 
census. Just prior to John’s birth, his fa-
ther sold the farm in Morgan County and 
moved to the Robertsville area 
(John Hendrix may have been 
born while his parents lived on 
a rented farm in Bear Creek 
Valley - the present location of 
Y-12!). 
 In 1888, John married 
his first wife, Julia Ann Grif-
fith of Morgan County. She 
was the daughter of Joel and 
Cloe J. (Hall) Griffith, and 
granddaughter of John and 
Sara Griffith. They had four 
children: Jessee, Elzora Eliza-
beth, Lela and Ethel Perrgold 
Hendrix. Donald L. Gray of 
Oak Ridge was the son of 
Elzora, who married Roy Lee 
Gray. 
 John and his family lived on the 
west side of the hill above the pres-
ent-day site of the Bull Run Steam Plant. 
Their youngest daughter Ethel who was 
only two years old died of diphtheria. 
John’s wife, Julia Ann, blamed John for 
her death. It seems John had spanked 
Ethel sometime earlier and, in her mind, 
Julia Ann somehow blamed John. Ethel 
was buried in the Black Cemetery that 
was moved from the Bull Run Steam 
Plant site. Her grave is in the relocated 
cemetery, marked by TVA with an “un-
known” marker. 
 Around 1900, Julia Ann took her 
three children and went with her brother 
to Arkansas. She later wrote John a letter 
telling him that she and the children 
were not returning. She later married a 

Mr. Bradley near Camden, Arkansas. 
 John took the death of his young 
daughter and his family leaving him 
very hard. It was about this time in his 
life that he began to think more serious-
ly about religion and to see visions. He 
prayed to God to tell him the future and 
he heard a voice say if he would lay with 
his face on the ground for 40 nights and 
pray, it would be revealed to him. 
 John stayed in the woods for 40 
days and nights, praying and sleeping on 
the ground. A neighbor lady found him 
lying with his hair frozen to the ground 
and brought a quilt to cover him. She 
stated that hearing him pray would make 
your hair stand on end. The cold ground 
may well have contributed to his tuber-
culosis. 
 When John began to describe 
his visions, people thought him insane 
and he was imprisoned for a time at the 

county farm. John “dug out” and es-

caped but was spotted by authorities. 
John shouted to them from outside the 
fence that the farm was an evil place and 
that within a month God would strike 
the building and burn it down. When 
lighting did strike and burn the build-
ing, some people began to fear him as a 
witch. 
 However, many of the things he 
said were not taken seriously by those 
who heard him talk about his special gift 
of visioning...at least not while he lived. 
Later they would remember and wonder 
at the accuracy of what he foretold. 
 By the way, the “county farm” 
known also as the “poor house” where 
John Hendrix was placed was located 

on the east side of the Clinch River just 
across from the Oak Ridge Marina and 
a bit north toward the railroad bridge. It 
was not rebuilt when it burned from a 
lightning strike. Its location is still noted 
on topographical maps. 
 For many years, the figure of John 
Hendrix sitting in a rocking chair was 
the featured attraction at entrance to the 
Oak Ridge story at the American Muse-
um of Atomic Energy - now our Amer-
ican Museum of Science and Energy. 
This display was removed when a Wash-
ington DC bureaucrat felt the folklore 
had no place in a “prestigious museum 
of science” and the museum staff was 
coerced into removing the display. 
 Judd Brown tells of remembering 
when the display was an often-visited 
attraction and when visitors would ask 
questions after seeing the unique repre-
sentation of the “Prophet of Oak Ridge” 

at the entrance to the Oak 
Ridge Story display. 
 Another interesting 
fact about John Hendrix is 
that for a number of years, 
Harry Carper – a singer, a 
very religious man, an ami-
cable soul, a talented callig-
raphist, a gifted speaker and 
a dedicated supporter of the 
legend of John Hendrix – 
portrayed Hendrix at vari-
ous functions. There is even 
a film that was made of his 
John Hendrix presentation. 
 So, now you have 
read the known facts re-
garding John Hendrix and 
his intriguing legend as 
Prophet of Oak Ridge. You 
have also read about some 
real people who are de-
scended from the source of 
this story that is often used 
to introduce the history of 
Oak Ridge and especially 

Y-12. 
 It is for you to decide if you 
choose to believe in such visions into the 

future and the telling of 
things to come. Regard-
less of your chosen path, 
surely you must admit 
that it is an intriguing 
story with a whole lot 
of appeal to our heritage 
tourism visitors. I chose 
to tell the story and leave 
the conclusions to the 
listener.

 Oak Ridge was created as a 
part of the Manhattan Project in 
1942 to help stop World War II. 
The atomic bomb, Little Boy, fueled 
by uranium 235 separated at Oak 
Ridge helped to do just that.
 Oak Ridge began in war, has 

continued to support our nation’s efforts through the 
Cold War, and even now in the age of terrorism. Oak 
Ridge has also produced nuclear medicine, nuclear 
power and fuel for the US Navy nuclear submarines and 
ships.
 This “Secret City” nestled in Appalachia near 
Morgan County and where many from Morgan County go 
each day to work, continues today to produce scientific 
discoveries used worldwide and still routinely makes 
history. These Historically Speaking stories will provide 
insight into the people of Oak Ridge and the work they do 
to help humankind. 
Historically Speaking is written by D. Ray Smith, Oak 
Ridge City Historian, retired Y-12 National Security 

Complex Historian and Vietnam Veteran.     

Ed Westcott photo of early grave marker 
(Photo Submitted)

Grave marked courtesy of 1966-67 Jefferson 
Junior High School students of Dorothy 
Bruce(Photo Submitted)
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I heard that expression so many times this 
week, that I decided to see if the Merriam-Web-
ster had a definition.   Here is what is stated: 
—used to refer to the good part of something 
that is mostly bad
He lost the race, but on the bright side, he 
didn’t get hurt.
Your cat is very sick right now, but try to look 
on the bright side. She can be treated with 
medicine.

From Longman Dictionary of Contemporary 
English
look on the bright side
to see the good points in a situation that seems 
to be bad.  

I began to contemplate  whether or not I have 
been looking for the “bright side” over these 
past nine weeks of this Pandemic.  And it’s not 
quite over yet. Though the number of new cas-
es is considerably down in East Tennessee (and 
for that we can be grateful), yet there are still 
new cases reported every day. Also, have you 
seen the job reports? Unemployment is way 
up—too high—if you ask me. I think we all 
know that people need to get back to work and 
fortunately businesses are starting to open up 
in ETN.  Also, we’ve all been nervous at some 
time in this crisis over a lack of certain supplies 
like hand sanitizer solution and tissue. I got 
upset last week when I read that Wendy’s was 
starting to run out of meat—it reminded me of 

their commercial a few years ago. Remember 
the funny lady’s question: “Where’s the beef?” 
And really we should be feeling better about a 
lot of things and striving to look on the bright 
side of things… 
 Think about it. Sure we’ve been through 
some difficult days, but it hasn’t been all bad. 
For example—Gas has been cheap. I heard a 
man say a few weeks ago that he was getting 
about 3 weeks to the gallon. (That made me 
smile). It’s true that retail has not done well. 
For example, clothing apparel sales is way 
down but it’s not all bad—pajama sales are up 
130%. Honestly—it is the new rave—it seems 
that some people change in the morning from 
their nighttime pajamas to their daytime paja-
mas. And guess what? We are all finally able 
to get hair appointments and that’s a relief. 
Admit it—for some time we’ve all had bad hair 
days—really a bad hair year. But the positive 
side of it is that when we went out in public, 
since we were all wearing masks—nobody rec-
ognized us! Also, I admit I whined a bit early 
on about a lot of the situation. But the good 
news for me in recent weeks is that I’ve redis-
covered some of the old shows of my youth 
like The Andy Griffith Show, Green Acres, and 
The Lone Ranger. Remember him, kemosabe? 
(By the way, he wore a mask too—yeah, the 
Lone Ranger was ahead of his time!) 
  Not having Church for so long as been 
a huge challenge.  Even though our Church 
opened last week, we have not been able to 

attend.  I  read this funny 
announcement on Face-
book. ‘  Since they’re al-
lowing 500 people in Home 
Depot, were having church 
in the plumbing aisle this 
Sunday—bring your Bible! 
(So funny!). I have truly 
missed church! By that I 
mean gathering with my 
Church Family and enjoy-

ing one another’s company. In many ways this 
has not been easy. But God has still been good 
and even this has not been all bad. We have 
been able to meet in worship on-line and zoom 
connect groups. I know it is not the same as 
when we physically gather but we have every 
reason to rejoice in these times on-line together. 
 “ Always look on the Bright Side of 
Life” is a popular song written by Eric Idle that 
originally featured in the 1979 film Monty Py-
thon’s Life of Brian and has gone on to become 
a common singalong at public events such as 
Football (soccer) matches. (In Europe).  Here is 
one of the verses: 
 If life seems jolly rotten
There’s something you’ve forgotten
And that’s to laugh and smile and dance and 
sing
When you’re feeling in the dumps
Don’t be silly chumps
Just purse your lips and whistle, that’s the thing
And
Always look on the bright side of life
(Come on)
Always look on the right side of life
 One last thought: Our Faith teaches us 
not only to look for the right side of things, but 
the bright side of things. It calls for faith, not 
doubt. Hope, not despair. Love, and not hate. It 
calls for positive responses to negative circum-
stances. So as we complete these days of the 
Coronavirus crisis, may we practice the posi-
tive command of scripture: “Rejoice evermore” 
(1 Thessalonians 5:18). That’s what helps you 
look for the bright side of things…

 Mia is a wife to a wonderful man of 44 years, 
mother of three grown and married children, grand-
mother of twelve, great grandmother to one.  She and 
her husband have three dogs, one feral cat, two roost-
ers, seven hens and two baby chicks. She loves Jesus 
with her whole heart.   Please feel free to contact her 
through Morgan County Today Paper. 

MIA’S View From the Mountain:
Always Look On The Bright Side
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Subscribe to 
Morgan County 

Today.
Call 346-2329

“If everyone does a lit-
tle, no one has to do a 

whole lot.”

Tuesday,
May 19, 2020
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Pilot Mountain Diner
423-628-6200

6687 Morgan County Hwy.
Lancing, TN

Mon - Fri 6:00 am - 4:00 pm
Call In or Dine In

R.M.G. 
Roane Metals Group LLC

Paying Top Dollar for your scrap 
metals

Open Monday-Friday
8 am to 430 pm

Every second and fourth Saturday of the month 
from 8 til noon

Roane County Industrial Park
Rockwood, TN
865-354-4282

5605 Hwy 127 N
Crossville, TN
931-707-0907

Wartburg Family 
Medical Center

Thomas G. Allen, M.D.
Family Practice and Sports Medicine

Proudly Serving Morgan County
Since 1992

950 Min Street (Suite A)
Wartburg, TN. 37887

423 346 2620

Tuesday,
May 19, 2020

Morgan Coun-
ty Today would 
like to thank 
all of our ad-
vertisers and 
contributors 
each week. 

you all make 
it possible for 
morgan coun-
ty today to get 

the news to 
the community. 

thank you.
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SUNBRIGHT CITY COUNCIL
 MAY 19TH, 6:30 PM, @

SUNBRIGHT CITY HALL

The COUNTY BUILDINGS 
Committee will meet on Tuesday 
May 19, 2020 at 6:00 in the 3rd 

floor Conference Room.

The Sunbright Alumni Banquet 
scheduled for Memorial Day 

weekend has been Postponed. At 
this time the officers are look-
ing at possible dates in the fall 
and will make a decision in the 

coming months. Please stay safe 
during these times.

First Baptist Church of Wartburg 
“Virtual” Bible School (VBS)

Come join us on a new fun-filled 
adventure through God’s Word! 

June 22nd – June 26th FBC Wart-
burg will host a “Virtual” Bible 

School.  On Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday of VBS week, we will 

deliver Bible Lessons, Crafts, 
Games & Snack to your home! 
Each night at 6pm, we will live 
stream from our Facebook page 

and our website your Bible lesson 
for that evening!  We hope you 

will join us for this unique VBS! 
Registration is required and can 
be filled out on our website at 

www.fbcwartburg.org . The dead-
line to register for VBS is June 
15th, so don’t delay!  For more 
information, please contact the 
church office at 423-346-3550, 

First Baptist Church Wartburg on 
Facebook, or our website! 

Morgan County Today  
Community  Calendar

Happenings Tuesday,
May 19, 2020

 When I first heard about 
Covid and things began to change, 
I never thought it would last this 
long or that things would change 
as much as they have.  I am sure 
many of you didn’t either.  I don’t 
know if things will ever be as they 
were and I have no idea when we 
might start to experience the new 
normal. 
 A couple of summertime 
traditions have been cancelled for 
this year.  There will be no Deer 
Lodge 4th of July Parade and there 
will be no fireworks in Kingston.  
Hopefully families will be able to 
spend time together and start new 
traditions. 
 This is the last week for 
food distribution on Morgan Coun-
ty School Buses.  Thursday, May 
21 will be the last day.  Thank you 
to Morgan County Food and Nu-
trition Supervisor, Peggy Hamby, 
for making sure Morgan County 
children were provided with food.  
Thank you to the cafeteria work-
ers who have really worked hard 
preparing and packaging the food.  
Thank you to the bus drivers and 
the volunteers who have ridden the 
buses.  I have to say I am going to 
miss seeing the children along the 
bus route I have been on.
 Congratulations to Cindy 
Tilson and Maude Townsend who 
were both honored by having the 
2020 EAGLE dedicated to them.  
Unfortunately, the annual yearbook 
dedication program that is held at 
Oakdale School couldn’t happen 
this year.  Both of these women are 
very deserving of this honor for 
their dedication to the students of 
Oakdale School. 
 Oakdale Public Library 
remains closed to the public but 
the librarians are willing to deliv-
er books curbside if you contact 
them.  You can message the library 
on Facebook or call 369-2595 on 
Monday or Wednesday afternoons 
or Tuesday mornings. 

 Keep Morgan County 
Beautiful is sponsoring an An-
ti-Litter Poster Contest.  Any 
school aged child can enter.  Sim-
ply create a poster/flyer with an 
anti-litter message, take a picture 
and send it in through Facebook 
messenger or e-mail it to kristi-
seay21@gmail.com.  The winner 
will be rewarded with a basket of 
outdoor activities and games.  For 
more information or if you have 
questions, call (423) 346-0196.  
The contest ends June 5, 2020.
 Morgan County will have 
a general election on August 6 
and the Presidential Election on 
November 3.  If you would like 
to vote in either of these elections 
and are not registered, have moved 
or have married and have a name 
change, contact the Morgan Coun-
ty Election Commission.  The 
deadline to register for the August 
Election is July 7.  The deadline 
for absentee voting is July 30.  All 
registered voters age 60 and above 
can absentee vote.  Voters need 
to call the Election Commission 
Office and ask for an application 
for ballot.  Once that is filled out 
and returned, they will be sent a 
paper ballot.  The phone number 
for the Election Commission office 
is (423) 346-3190.
 Jeremiah Johnson is now 
giving horse riding lessons at a 
Wartburg Stable.   Cost is $25 for 
30 minutes and all items are sup-
plied.  Appointments can be made 
by contacting Jeremiah on Face-
book or at 423-223-6520.
 Melinda Massey and her 
daughters hosted a Mother’s Day 
cookout for Fayetta Helton and 
Irene Helton.   Fayetta’s daugh-
ters Velma Human and Melinda 
Massey and her sons Bunt Helton 
and Keith Helton were able to be 
there as well as several grand-
children and great grandchildren.  
Everyone had a nice afternoon and 
those who couldn’t be there were 

missed.
 Bradley and Tammy Rog-
ers enjoyed having family with 
them for Mother’s Day.  They 
cooked for Bradley’s mom, Carol 
Rogers, Tammy’s parents, Danny 
and Sue Redmon and their daugh-
ter, Natalie Rogers. 
 Barbara Holder enjoyed 
her Mother’s Day with an early 
day lunch at Aubrey’s with her 
daughter, Debbie Holder. Her son, 
Kenny Holder came that afternoon 
to visit with her and Phil Holder. 
Pastor Matt Ward from Wartburg 
First Baptist Church also stopped 
by with a lovely gift. Earlier in the 
week, she had breakfast out with 
Debbie and her great granddaugh-
ter, Baylee. She was presented 
with moss roses and entertained 
with a fashion show. Barbara en-
joyed the visits and calls.
 Fabian Stanley Horton of 
Rockwood passed away Tuesday, 
May 5.  In addition to his wife, 
his parents, his siblings, children 
and grandchildren, he is survived 
by his uncle and aunt, Bobby and 
June Horton and their family of 
Pine Orchard.  Services were held 
Friday, May 8. 
 Mrs. Beulah Clark of Har-
riman passed away Saturday, May 
9.  She is survived by her sons and 
daughter in laws Gerald and Kim 
Clark of the White Oak Communi-
ty and Ronnie and Leasha Clark of 
Harriman.  She is also survived by 
six grandchildren, 5 great grand-
children, several siblings and a 
host of other friends and family 
members.  Visitation and the funer-
al were held Tuesday, May 12 at 
Liberty Baptist Church in Kings-
ton.  Interment was on Wednesday 
morning.
 Mrs. Julie Cromwell passed 
away Sunday, May 10.  Julie was 
well known in Oakdale for craft 
making, quilting, sewing and 
crocheting.  She participated in the 
annual Oakdale Christmas Craft 
Fair and the Pine Orchard Fair for 
many years. Julia was very active 
with the Morgan County Genea-
logical and Historical Society. She 
is survived by her son and daugh-
ter in law, Jay and Julieann Crom-

well and their son Kaden.  She is 
also survived by her granddaughter 
Alicia Jarrell, great grandchildren 
Emerson and Cannon, her son in 
law, Dennis Galloway and several 
siblings and other family members.  
Julie had many, many friends and 
she will be missed.

“The difference between school 
and life? In school, you’re taught 
a lesson and then given a test.  
In life, you are given a test that 
teaches a lesson.”    Tom Bodett

 Though Jesus prayed many times while on the earth; the Holy Spirit 
reveals to us only a few of His actual prayers. Jesus at the request of his 
disciples taught them a respectful method of approaching God the Fa-
ther in prayer. He never commanded that people recite this model prayer 
from that day forward and forever. To do so is vain repetition (Matt. 6:7).
   The Lord’s prayer (John 17) reveals his imminent glorified resurrection 
from the dead, which is the hope of every God believing soul on earth 
today, but can only be realized by those who submit to the new birth, im-
mersion in water by God’s instruction by the Holy Spirit (John 3:3-5). It 
goes without saying that this being born again is only applicable to those 
who have sinned, gone astray from the innonce state of little children 
and who truly believe God and are willing to (symbolically) duplicate 
the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus (I Cor. 15:1-4, Rom. 6:3-5, 
Mark 16:16). The commands of Jesus will still be the same on that great 
Judgment Day.
   Here is the Lord’s Prayer: John 17:1-26 “These words spake Jesus, and 
lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify 
thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee: 2 As thou hast given him 
power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as thou 
hast given him. 3 And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent. 4 I have glorified 
thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do. 
5 And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory 
which I had with thee before the world was.
     6 I have manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest me out 
of the world: thine they were, and thou gavest them me; and they have 
kept thy word. 7 Now they have known that all things whatsoever thou 
hast given me are of thee. 8 For I have given unto them the words which 
thou gavest me; and they have received them, and have known surely 
that I came out from thee, and they have believed that thou didst send 
me. 9 I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for them which thou 
hast given me; for they are thine. 10 And all mine are thine, and thine are 
mine; and I am glorified in them.
   11 

And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and I 
come to thee. Holy Father, keep through thine own name those whom 
thou hast given me, that they may be one, as we are. 12 While I was with 
them in the world, I kept them in thy name: those that thou gavest me 
I have kept, and none of them is lost, but the son of perdition; that the 
scripture might be fulfilled. 13 And now come I to thee; and these things 
I speak in the world, that they might have my joy fulfilled in themselves. 
14 I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated them, because 
they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 15 I pray not 
that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest 
keep them from the evil. 16 They are not of the world, even as I am not 
of the world.
   17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. 18 As thou hast 
sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world. 19 
And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified 
through the truth. 
   20 Neither pray I for these alone (the apostles), but for them also which 
shall believe on me through their word; 21 That they all may be one; as 
thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that 
the world may believe that thou hast sent me. 22 And the glory which 
thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we 
are one: 23 I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in 
one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved 
them, as thou hast loved me. 
   24 Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me 
where I am (in Heaven); that they may behold my glory, which thou hast 
given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world. 25 O 
righteous Father, the world hath not known thee: but I have known thee, 
and these have known that thou hast sent me. 26 
And I have declared unto them thy name, and will 
declare it: that the love wherewith thou hast loved 
me may be in them, and I in them.”
Answering the error@GBNTV.ORG 
BIBLETALK.TV
video.wvbs.org
FortifyYourFaith.org

MELVIN HOWARD

Melvin Howard’s Weekly column is sponsored by

The Lord’s Church
102 Paxton Road, Lancing

Jesus Prayed
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Our lives as born-
again Christian aren’t 
meant to be lived in 
fear but in freedom. 
We are freed from 
the wages of sin and 
death’s sting. Jesus 
Christ freed us from 
our sins and we 
should free ourselves 
from the pain of our 
sins that have already 
been long forgiven. 
The below song lyrics 
are from my favorite 
Christian music artist, 
Crowder. On August 
3, 2019 Crowder put 
on a live concert at 
Brushy Mountain. 
You may have seen 
and heard him there. 
I only wish I had 
been able to as well 
because I thought 
Brushy Mountain was 
the perfect venue for 
him to sang his songs 
Crushing Snakes and 
Forgiven. 
Although I believe 
Crowder is a great 

Christian musical 
artist know that the 
power behind his mu-
sic would be nothing 
if Jesus Christ had not 
lived the life and die 
the death he did. 
Let’s walk freely out 
of our prison cells 
and never look back 
because Jesus Christ 
has paid our ransom, 
He has opened our 
cell doors and thrown 
away the locks. He 
has crushed the snake, 
Amen!
We learn the meaning 
of this in Genesis 3, 
particularly in Gen-
esis 3:14-15 which 
reads, 14 And the 
LORD God said unto 
the serpent, Because 
thou hast done this, 
thou art cursed above 
all cattle, and above 
every beast of the 
field; upon thy belly 
shalt thou go, and dust 
shalt thou eat all the 
days of thy life: 15 
And I will put enmity 
between thee and the 
woman, and between 
thy seed and her seed; 
it shall bruise thy 
head, and thou shalt 
bruise his heel.

Crushing Snakes

We’re not afraid
Terrors of night, ar-
rows that fly by day
Ten thousand may fall 
but we
We will 
remain
We’re 
not 
afraid
A prom-
ise of 
God can 
never 
be torn 
away
Walk-
ing on 
hands of 
angels, 
crushing 
snakes
Safe un-
der the 
shadow of His wings
Our fortress and our 
strength
Our fortress
We’re taking back our 
freedom
Our battle has been 
won
We have been liber-
ated
Back from the dead 

we’ve come
We’re taking back our 
freedom
Our battle has been 
won
We have been liber-
ated
Back from the dead 
we’ve come

We’re not afraid
A promise of God can 
never be torn away
Walking on hands 
of angels, crushing 
snakes
Safe under the shad-
ow of His wings
Our fortress and our 
strength
Our fortress

We’re taking back our 
freedom
Our battle has been 
won
We have been liber-
ated
Back from the dead 
we’ve come
Do you see Him, King 
of Heaven
Champion of all cre-
ation?
Eyes of fire, voice of 
thunder
Tearing through the 
sky in wonder
Dressed in light, we 
see Him coming
On a horse that’s 
white like lightning
Do you see Him?
Do you see Him, King 
of Heaven
Champion of all cre-
ation?
Eyes of fire, voice of 
thunder
Tearing through the 
sky in wonder
Dressed in light, we 
see Him coming
On a horse that’s 
white like lightning
Do you see Him?
Do you see Him?
Do you see Him, King 
of Heaven
Champion of all cre-
ation?

Eyes of fire, voice of 
thunder
Tearing through the 
sky in wonder
(Raising through the 
sky)
Dressed in light, we 
see Him coming
(Breaking through the 
thunder)
On a horse that’s 
white like lightning
Do you see Him?
Do you see Him?
We’re taking back our 
freedom
Our battle has been 
won
We have been liber-
ated
Back from the dead 
we’ve come
We’re taking back our 
freedom
Our battle has been 
won
We have been liber-
ated
Back from the dead 
we’ve come
Back from the dead 
we’ve come
Back from the dead 
we’ve come
We’ve come, we’ve 
come
We’ve come, we’ve 
come

Crushing Snakes
By: MSG. Fred Mize

MSG Fred Mize

American HeritageTuesday,
May 19, 2020

Don’t Be A 
Zombie: Discov-
er Your Passion 
and Purpose 
Part 2
You should discover your passion for 
whatever brings 
you the most 
happiness in 
life—and you 
need to do this 
before you start 
interviewing for a 
job. If you are not 
passionate about 
your career, you 
will become 
bored, miser-
able, and will 
hate your life. I 
understand you 
may need to take 
an entry-level job 
to work your way 
up the ladder, but 
the ladder should lead to your dream job. 
I think one of the best career counselors 
and coaches in America is Dan Miller. 
Dan has written one of the best job 
books out there called, 48 Days to the 
Work You Love. In this book, the under-
lying theme is your “vacation needs to 
be your vocation”. The time is now to 
discover what you want to do with your 
life. If you are going to the interview 
just because you see a good job opportu-
nity—but you know you would hate this 
particular job day in and day out—then 
don’t go to the interview. I don’t care 
how much money you think you are 
going to make, eventually you will burn 
yourself out and be looking for another 

job. Then you will read this book again 
to refresh your memory about successful 
interviewing. Find your passion in life 
and once you do it will lead you to hap-
piness and financial peace.
For years, I read many self-help books 
on trying to discover my passion in life. 
What was my calling? What could I 
do that would bring me the most joy? 
I grew very unhappy in my job as the 
years progressed. I would search for an-
swers from friends, relatives, books, TV, 
prayer, self-help articles, etc. No mat-

ter how much time I invested reading, 
soul-searching, pondering, studying, and 
meditating, the answer never came and it 
seemed like all hope was lost.
I kept praying and begging God to let 
something hit me like a ton of bricks 
to alert me to my calling for life. Days, 
weeks, months, and years passed. I 
looked up and it had been eight years 
since meeting with David. Nothing had 
changed in my life. I was still stuck in 
the same industry with a job I really 
didn’t like. I was making a decent living, 
but dreaded work. I never had my “aha!” 
moment. I grew more depressed each 
day, but I never gave up. I continued to 
wait for my moment.

I’ve learned by 
talking to many 
people that David 
is an exception to 
the rule, rather than 
reality. Most people whom I have inter-
acted with don’t like their day job. Most 
of them say the same cliché’ statements:  
“It pays the bills.” “I am just glad I have 
a job.” “I don’t really like it, but there’s 
nothing else out there.” “This is all I 
know how to do.” I don’t like my job, 
but I have no choice.”

I know 
these state-
ments very 
well. In 
fact, I’ve 
recited 
them to 
everyone 
I knew 
and even 
to random 
strangers.

Zack grad-
uated from 
Wartburg 
Central High 
School in 

2001 and from the University of Tennessee, 
Knoxville in 2004. Since graduation he has 
become a TedX Motivational Speaker, Author, 
and Career Consultant. He travels the world 
giving back and hosting seminars teaching 
people on various topics. Zack has established 
an ongoing annual scholarship at his Alma 
Mater, Wartburg, which has inspired others to 
give back as well. 

Visit www.zackballinger.com for more of 
Zack’s travels and events.

Around The World and Back Again
with Zack Ballinger

Zack Ballinger
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R & R 
Lumber Co.

Morgan County 
Sheriff 

Wayne Potter

Morgan County 
Executive 

Brian Langley

Cindi Jones
Morgan County

Trustee

Biff Wilson
Morgan County 

Tax Assessor

Morgan County 
Clerk

 Cheryl Collins

Morgan County Circuit Court Clerk
Marla Hines

Dave’s Seamless
Guttering

Sunbright TN 423-628-2444

Tuesday,
May 19, 2020

RAEZACK’S GRILL & DELI
Drive Thru or Dine In

Tues & Wed 7 am-8 pm | Thurs - Sat 7 am-9pm
Closed Sunday & Monday

14428 SCOTT HIGHWAY
HELENWOOD, TN

(423) 569-DELI

Invitation to Bid
     Morgan County Highway Department is taking 
bids for a TPO Roof System to be installed on ap-
proximately 11,100 sq. ft. of roof located at 3519 
Morgan County Hwy. Specifications are available 

at the Highway Department located at 3519 Morgan 
County Hwy. All bids must be equal to or greater 
than, the specifications set forth by the Highway 

Department. A visit to the site is strongly suggested 
before bidding. By appointment please.

     Bid opening will be at the Highway Depart-
ment-3519 Morgan Co. Hwy. at 10:00am. On May 
12, 2020  Bids mailed in must be sent to Morgan 
County Highway Department P.O. Box 250 Wart-

burg, Tn. 37887 and must have ( ROOF BID ) bold-
ly and plainly printed on the outside of the envelope. 

Morgan County Highway Department is an equal 
opportunity employer and does not discriminate. 

The Highway Department reserves the right to reject 
any and all bids. For any questions please call 423-

346-6661.
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Law Enforcement Officer of the Week
Presented by Wartburg Family Medical Center

Hometown Heroes

This week’s Morgan County Today, vet-
eran of the week is James R. Mathis. He 
enlisted into the United States Air Force in 
October 1984 and trained as an Electronic 
Cryptographic 
Communications 
Equipment Spe-
cialist at Lack-
land AFB in San 
Antonio, Texas. 

Upon com-
pletion of his 
training he was 
assigned to the 
2164th Commu-
nications Squad-
ron RAF in 
Bentwaters, UK 
where he performed maintenance on high-
ly complex US and NATO cryptographic 
equipment which provided secure voice and 
record communication for the 81st TFW.

Once James completed his first assign-

ment he then served in; the 3380th Avionic 
Maintenance Squadron at Keesler AFB in 
Biloxi, MS, the 2146th Communications 
Group in Osan AB, Korea, the 77th Com-
munications Squadron at McClellan AFB in 
California, the AFELM Detachment 1 
at Vandenberg AFB in California, 
and he finished his military career 
assigned to the Pentagon in Wash-
ington D.C.

While assigned to the Pentagon 
James was a member of a selec-
tively staffed organization that 
reported directly to the Secre-
tary of the Air Force. James led 
an eleven-person team that was 
responsible for operations and 
maintenance of the NRO HQ 
9,000 sq. ft, secure commu-
nications-computer facility. 

Some of the highlights of 
James’ Air Force career included being 
chosen to support the State Department’s 

Special Intelligence Program which directly 
supported the Secretary of State, Colin Pow-
ell at “The Summit of Americas” in Quebec 
City, Quebec, Canada in April 2001. James 
also deployed International Maritime Satel-
lite Services, Worldwide Remote Electron-

ic-mail Systems and additional secure 
communication systems in 

support of the Secre-
tary and the State De-
partments Intelligence 

and Research Unit. 
James retired from the 

Air Force in November 
2004 with twenty years 

of service at the rank 
of TSgt. TSgt James R. 

Mathis, Morgan County 
Today is proud to honor 

you for your service to our 
wonderful county and beloved 

country. We are forever thank-
ful. 

     Davis Funeral Home’s
 Veteran of the Week

Peace Officers Memorial Day 
and National Police Week is an ob-
servance in the United States that 
pays tribute to the local, state, and 
federal peace officers who have 
died, or who have been disabled, 
in the line of duty. This year it was 
celebrated from 10-16 May 2020. 

In honor of National Police 
Week, Morgan County Today is 
honoring Correctional Officer 
Wayne Thomas “Cotton” Morgan 
and Captain Ralph Braden as this 
week’s law enforcement officers of 
the week. 

On August 9, 2005 Officer Mor-
gan and his partner were loading 
prisoners into a transport van after 
a court appearance, when the wife 
of one of the inmates drove up and 
opened fire with a shotgun, striking 
Officer Morgan in the abdomen. 
Officer Morgan’s partner returned 
fire as the escaping prisoner 
climbed inside his wife’s vehicle. 

The women and her inmate hus-
band, fled the scene in the vehicle 
but switched cars a short distance 
away. They were apprehended the 
next day in Ohio. 

Officer Morgan was 
a U.S. Army veteran of 
the Vietnam War and had 
served with the Tennessee 
Department of Correction 
for twenty-eight years. 

Captain Ralph Braden 
paid the ultimate sacrifice 
on May 2, 2011 due to his 
bold actions while uphold-
ing justice on April 22, 
2011. 

All who had the grand 
pleasure to know Captain 
Ralph Braden will forever 
remember a man who was dedicat-
ed in ensuring justice and safety 
to all under his watch. Captain 
Braden epitomized loyalty to his 
department and community while 
serving with the Wartburg Police 
Department for twenty-two years.

Morgan County Today, will nev-
er forget these two noble officers 
who gave their all in service to 
their communities while protecting 
others. 

Tuesday,
May 19, 2020

Subscribe to Morgan County Today.
 Call (423) 346-2329.

Reasons Your Stimulus May Be Different Than Expected
  Some people 

may receive a stimu-
lus amount different 
than they expected. 
Payment amounts 
vary based on income, 
filing status and the 
number of dependents 
who qualify for addi-

tional stimulus.
Only children eligible for the Child Tax Cred-
it qualify for the additional payment of up to 
$500 per child. The child must also be under 
the age of 17 at the end of the year for the tax 
return on which the IRS bases the payment 
determination.
 A qualifying child must have a valid 
Social Security number (SSN) or an Adoption 
Taxpayer Identification Number (ATIN). 
Parents who are not married to each other and 
do not file a joint return cannot both claim their 
qualifying child as a dependent. The parent 
who claimed their child on their 2019 return 
may have received an additional $500 for their 
qualifying child. When the parent who did not 
receive an additional payment files their 2020 
tax return next year, they may be able to claim 
up to an additional $500 per-child amount on 
that return if they qualify to claim the child as 

their qualifying child for 2020.
 If the IRS has not yet processed your 
2019 return it will use the 2018 return informa-
tion to calculate your stimulus. Remember, the 
IRS accepting a tax return electronically is dif-
ferent than completing processing; any issues 
with the 2019 return mean the IRS would’ve 
used the 2018 filing. The 2018 return may have 
higher or lower income and would not include 
the birth or adoption of a child in 2019.
In many cases, however, these taxpayers may 
be able to claim an additional amount on the 
2020 tax return when they file next year. This 
could include up to an additional $500 for each 
qualifying child not reflected in their stimulus.
The stimulus is offset only by past-due child 
support. The Bureau of the Fiscal Service will 
send the taxpayer a notice if an offset occurs.
For taxpayers who are married filing jointly 
and filed an injured spouse claim with their tax 
return, half of the total payment will be sent to 
each spouse. Only the payment of the spouse 
who owes past-due child support should be 
offset.
 If you filed an injured spouse claim 
with your return and are impacted by this issue, 
you do not need to take any action. The injured 
spouse will receive their unpaid half of the 
total payment when the issue is resolved. 

 The stimulus is not protected from gar-
nishment by creditors by federal law once the 
proceeds are deposited into a taxpayer’s bank 
account.
In many instances, eligible taxpayers who 
received a smaller-than-expected stimulus may 
qualify to receive an additional amount early 
next year when they file their 2020 federal 
income tax return. 
The stimulus is technically an advance pay-
ment of a new temporary tax credit that eligi-
ble taxpayers can claim on their 2020 return. 
Everyone should keep the letter they receive by 
mail within a few weeks after their payment is 
issued.

David Zubler is a tax accountant and En-
rolled Agent representing clients before the 
IRS with over 25 years of tax experience. 
He is the author of four tax books and is the 
founder and president of Your Tax Care. The 
company provides business and tax education 
to the public at its website, YourTaxCare.com. 
David can also be contacted by email at zuble-
rdavid@gmail.com

David Zubler
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Apply online at www.tn.gov/correction
or apply in person at the 

Morgan County Correctional Complex in Wartburg, TN. 
For more information call 423-346-1520

Join our team!

Starting pay $32,500 annually with automatic raises awarded
after completion of probationary period. 

Paid training; great benefits package including health, dental and
retirement; tuition assistance; and numerous educational and

professional growth opportunities. 

Become a Correctional Officer!


