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April is 
Child 
Abuse 
Preven-
tion Month

Veteran of the Week
Donald  R. Mathis

Like & Follow us 
on Social Media.

Class of 2020:
Honor In The Face of Crisis

Adopt - A - Senior
The Facebook group, “Adopt-a-Senior” was created 

to help 2020 graduates celebrate their achieve-
ments in this time of social distancing. The original 
Adopt-a-Senior Facebook group has more than 20,000 
people and is now getting results for high school 
seniors. Parents from all over have posted their chil-
dren’s pictures and strangers are adopting them one by 
one. Some are sending words of encouragement while 
others are choosing to adopt the seniors to send them 
cards and gifts to celebrate.
You can support local seniors on Facebook by going 
to the Morgan County Adopt-a-Senior Class of 2020 
group page. Morgan County residents are certain-
ly showing their support of this year’s graduates by 
taking advantage of this wonderful Facebook group. 
Hundreds of photos among thousands of post and 
comments have been published to the page.  
Morgan County resident Cathy Bird is showing her 
support of Coalfield Seniors on April 20, 2020 by 
publishing this post on the Morgan County Adopt-
a-Senior Class of 2020 group page. “COALFIELD 

SENIORS: Once 
everyone receives 
their cap and 
gown, I am going 
to schedule pic-
tures for anyone 
wanting some 
taken (outside 
the school). If we 
are allowed in the 
school, I would 
also like to do 
some “Last Walk” 
photos, but I will 
have to see if we 
are allowed to 
do that. It would 
consist of about a 
20-minute ses-

sion, and contain up to 15-20 edited photos for each of 
you. I would love to do some group shots, but that will 
have to wait for another time, when it’s deemed safe 
to do so. I will set up a day (or several days, depend-
ing on how many kids want pictures) and time slots. 
Hopefully we can do this in the next few weeks.”  
On April 19, 2020 Johnboy’s BBQ published this post 
on the Facebook group page, “Johnboy’s BBQ and 
Sweet Treats, Anita Daughtery are teaming up to feed 
Morgan County’s High School Seniors. We will be 
on location in our food truck to sell to the public and 
provide each senior with a meal of a pulled pork sand-
wich, chips, drink, and dessert. Our menus will be 
posted and we have created an event for each location. 
Here’s 
the dates 
for each 
school; 
Coalfield 
April 
20th, 
Wartburg 
April 
22nd, 
Sun-
bright 
April 
27th, and 
Oakdale 
April 
30th. 
Morgan 
County residents are also showering graduating se-
niors with praise and honor in countless ways outside 
of social media. Wartburg Central High School is rec-
ognizing their seniors by displaying a beautiful collage 
of their senior class at the school’s front entrance. 
To all the graduating class of 2020 high school and 
college seniors, Morgan County Today congratulates 
you on your great achievements and wish you all the 
very best and brightest futures!



Dear Lady Laurel,
Me and my husband have 
been foster parents for 
three years.   We were 
hoping to adopt but each 
time it hasn’t worked out. 
I would like to continue 
to try but my husband is 
ready to quiet.  Should I be 
the one to give in? 

Fostering Heart break

Fostering Heartbreak,
I commend you all for choosing the path of foster Care! 
There are so many children that need loving homes to 
come too and not enough loving homes.  Even if you 
were unable to adopt the love these children felt by you 
and your husband will be a lifetime impact for a child 
who needed it the most!  
Maybe giving some space in between the last placement 
would be beneficial for you and your husband to recon-
nect.  A no today maybe won’t be a no tomorrow once 
some healing and time has gone by.  I would love to see 
great homes continue to serve our most vulnerable popu-
lation.  If this is something you two can do together as a 
team, I would encourage you to to consider this a gift to 
give to a child.  Even if the outcome isn’t adoption you 
could be lovingly impacting children just by keeping your 

home open. 

L.L.

Dear Lady Laurel,
This quarantine has me singing the blues! There is only 
so much “bonding” me and my husband can take! Not 
to mention the lovely homeschooling we are doing too.  
How can I manage the stress of working from home, 
schooling, and living full-time with the husband!
Quarantine Woes

Quarantine Woes,
So, many people can relate to your situation! I’ve seen 
ideas ranging from trying to new things as a family and 
documenting it! Going on nature walks, planting a gar-
den, and incorporating game time! Schooling can be a 
challenge but if you have the capabilities try setting up a 
video chat with classmates so they can “school” together.  
That may take some of the pressure off of you to allow 
peer to peer learning.  
As far as the husband goes I hope you have a large home 
to gain some space. If not maybe investing in a “little 
home” for the husband may be a great way to garnish 
some space and alone time!  Remember to allow yourself 
alone time to be in a quiet place for reflection and self-
care.  Women need that!
L.L.

Editorial
We are 

com-
ing into 
the last 
week of 
April’s 
Child 
Abuse 

Prevention Month.  For 
this reason, I wanted to 
talk about Foster Care.  
In the last three years 
Morgan County has seen 
52 children coming into 
state custody.  Last I 
checked Morgan County 
had less than five fos-
ter care homes!  Here in 
Morgan County there is 
a need for loving homes 
for children who are vic-
tims of abuse.

I know making that 

decision to be a foster 
parent isn’t easy.  I have 
family members, friends, 
and siblings that have 
come out of foster care 
and it is difficult.  Even 
in the difficult moments 
I can say that pouring 
into a child and offering a 
home for a child there is 
no greater gift or sacrifice 
you could do.  

Often we are motivated 
by self-gain or avoiding 
the hard stuff in life.  I 
would like you to consid-
er the challenge of doing 
the hard stuff.  Step out 
of your comfort zone and 
consider giving a loving 
home to a child/children.  
If enough loving families 
and the church became 

the leaders to love and 
help a child what would 
our communities look 
like 10 or 20 years down 
the road! 

There are many ways 
that people can help a 
foster care child without 
being the foster home.  
You could help support a 
family that is fostering.  
Provide meals, respite 
care, or give a monetary 
donation to a family or 
help fulfill a need with-
in the home.  Have you 
heard of Tennessee Kids 
Belong organization?  
This organization is help-

ing mobilize the church 
to be the leader in provid-
ing and supporting foster 
care homes. 

There are so many ways 
to help an abused and 
neglected child/children.  
Would you consider help-
ing a child? To become 
a foster care parent, vis-
it this website for more 
information you can call 
877-DCS-KIDS. There is 
a child in need and you 
can make the difference!

Heather Francis
Editor
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Oakdale Alumni Association will hold an online 
auction on Facebook beginning at 9:00 a.m. Fri-

day, April 24 and ending at 9:00 p.m. Sunday, 
April 26.  All funds raised will benefit Oakdale 

Alumni Association with future events.

NEWS TIPS
Call: 423-346-2329

Email: editor@mocotoday.com

Bobby “Dean” Lamance, age 79 
of Lancing, TN. passed away 
Sunday, April 19, 2020 at home 
surrounded by his family.

He is preceded in death by his 
parents, Vane Lamance and 
Amy Knight Lamance; brother, 
Ralph Lamance; sister, Faye 
Leopper.

He is survived by his wife of 
42 years, Deborah Lamance; 
daughters, Karen (William) 
Brown, Pamela (Kelly) Ham-
by and Bobbie (Eddie) For-

sythe; son, Matthew (Sydney) 
Lamance; 5 grandson; 5 great 
grandchildren and a host of 
nieces and nephews.

A special Thank You to friends 
and Amedisys Hospice Services 
for their love and compassion in 
his final moments.

A Celebration of Life will be held 
at a later date. 

Schubert Funeral Home is hon-
ored to serve the family for Bob-
by “Dean” Lamance. 

Bobby “Dean” Lamance, 79
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Obituaries must come from a fu-
neral home to be in the newspaper.

Tuesday,
April 21, 2020

Clayton Potter, age 85 of 
Lancing, TN went home 
to be with the Lord on 
Wednesday, April 15, 
2020 in the Life Care 
Center of Morgan Coun-
ty.

Clayton is preceded in 
death by his loving wife 
of 42 years, Sabra Potter.

He is survived by a host of chil-
dren, grandchildren and extend-
ed family including sister, Wilva 
Nelson.

Clayton was a member of Shady 
Grove Baptist Church in Lancing 
and truly loved the lord and his 
church family.  He also enjoyed 
raising a garden and sharing his 

produce with others.

The family would like to 
thank Life Care Center of 
Morgan County for their 
care.  A special thank you 
for the love and extended 
care to Clayton and his 
wife Sabra by their dear 
friend, neighbor and land-
lord, Janet Aulidge.

The family will have a graveside 
service Saturday, April 18, 2020 
at 12:00 p.m. at Potters Chapel 
Cemetery in Lancing with Rev. 
Bill Durham officiating. 

Schubert Funeral Home is hon-
ored to serve the family of Clay-
ton Potter. 

Clayton Potter, 85

*Dates Subject to change

GUN AUCTION

Opinions expressed by readers and 
columnists do not necessarily reflect 

those of Morgan County Today

Eugene (Fiddler) McGhee, age 
87 of Oliver Springs passed 
away at his home Monday, 
April 20, 2020.  He was born 
in Caryville, TN on August 28, 
1932.  He was an original mem-
ber of the Bluegrass band, The 
New River Boys.
He was preceded in death by 
his Parents, Caleb and Bessie 
McGhee; sisters, Gerene Cross, 
Aubrey McGhee, and Sue Mc-
Ghee;  Son-in-law, Steve Melton.
 
He is survived by his wife of 68 
years, Betsy McGhee;
Daughters, Glenda (Stephen) 
Scarbrough, Gail (Ken) Vespie, 
Phyllis Melton;
Son, Jerry Dale (Tina) McGhee;
Brothers, Leon and Gordon Mc-

Ghee;
Sister, Lois 
West;
Eight Grand-
c h i l d r e n 
and thirteen 
Grea t -g rand-
children.
And a host of 
other family 
members and 

good friends.

Eugene loved playing the fiddle 
and mandolin. He was a master 
craftsman, making
 hand-crafted fiddles and man-
dolins sold in music stores 
throughout Tennessee.
He was a member of Beech Fork 
Baptist Church and listened to 
Dr. Charles Stanley each Sun-
day Morning.
Eugene chose cremation with 
no services to be held.

To leave a note for Eugene’s 
family or to share a memory, 
please sign the online guest-
book at jacksonfuneralservices.
com

Eugene (Fiddler) McGhee, 87

Arttie Marie Melhorn, age 98 
passed away April 15, 2020 
at Life Care Center of Morgan 
County.  She was born Novem-
ber 13, 1921 to Andy and Bessie 
Beasley.

She is preceded in death by 
her husband, Herman Melhorn; 
sons, Tom Melhorn, Jim Melhorn 
and Claud Melhorn; daughter-
in-law, Annie Melhorn.

She is survived by her children, 
George S. Melhorn, Anna Mel-
horn Human, Jessy (Sheila) 
Melhorn, David (Kathy) Melhorn 
and Harold (Judy) Melhorn; and 
a host of grandchildren, great 
grandchildren and great great 

grandchildren who will miss her 
dearly.

In light of current events, the 
family understands that not ev-
eryone feels comfortable com-
ing out to show their respects.  
Therefore, the family has re-
quested that the funeral service 
be webcast on Schubert Funer-
al Home Facebook page at 2:00 
p.m. Saturday, April 18, 2020 
with Rev. Bill Durham officiating.  
Interment will follow at Wartburg 
City Cemetery in Wartburg. 

Schubert Funeral Home is hon-
ored to serve the family for Arttie 
Marie Melhorn. 

Arttie Marie Melhorn, 98

Dean Anderson Duncan, age 
57, passed away April 10, 2020. 
He was of the Christian faith and 
was a beloved son, brother, and 
uncle.
 
He is preceded in death by par-
ents, Bert Duncan and Judy Ann 
Gaddis Caughorn; and sister, 
Becky Ann Duncan.
 
He is survived by brothers, Phil-
lip Shane Duncan and Greg Al-
len Duncan; sister-in-law, Kathy 
Duncan, and nieces Hannah, 

Amanda, and Gracie.
 
Dean loved the East Tennessee 
mountains, so his ashes will be 
spread in a location of the fami-
ly’s choosing at a later date.
 
Schubert Funeral Home is hon-
ored to serve the family for Dean 
Anderson Duncan.

Schubert Funeral Home is hon-
ored to serve the family for Dean 
Anderson Duncan. 

Dean Anderson Duncan, 57
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The 

United 
States 
lost over 
58,000 
men 
in the 
Vietnam 
War. 
Pres-
ident 

Johnson 
first sent 
combat 

troops to Vietnam in 1965, but 
we had men there as early as 
1961 during President Kenne-
dy’s administration.
	 In 1961 President Ken-
nedy secretly ordered what was 
called the Whitebirch Team to 
Vietnam. Initially the advisors 
didn’t even wear uniforms. 
They were required to wear ci-
vilian clothes because they were 
not supposed to be there. These 
men were sent there not to fight, 
but to advise the Republic of 
South Vietnam troops (ARVN). 
They had been sent to Fort De-
vens, Massachusetts for special-
ized training, what was known 
as the Army Security Agency 
(ASA). Whitebirch consisted of 
three officers and seventy-four 
enlisted men. Later on, the 
ASA would grow to include a 
larger group of men. They were 
trained in intelligence and most 
of the members had received 
Top-Secret security clearances. 
	 This story is about one 
of the unlikely warriors from 
Tennessee. Twenty-five-year-
old Tom Davis, from Livingston 
(Overton County) was one of 
the first enlisted soldiers to be 
sent to Vietnam as a member of 
the ASA team. Tom was born 
on June 1, 1936, and was a 
typical all-American boy who 
loved growing up in a small 
country town. His father was a 
WWII veteran who was a phar-
macist in Livingston. Tom was 
the oldest of five children, and 
he worked in the family drug 
store. He was a good student of 
Livingston Academy where he 
played defensive-back on the 
Wildcat football team. 
	 After high school Tom 
married his high school sweet-
heart, Geraldine Martin. He 
decided he wanted to get a 
college education so for three 
years he attended Tennessee 
Tech in Cookeville. He majored 
in engineering. He decided to 
forego his senior year and en-
listed in the U.S. Army. He was 
sent to Fort Jackson, South Car-
olina for his basic training and 
where he would take a battery 
of aptitude tests and his scores 
were very high. This was just 
the caliber of recruits that the 
Army wanted in the ASA. He 
would be sent to Fort Devens 
to become an RDF Intercept 
Operator. 
	 Tom Davis would take 
his place in history as a member 
of the original Whitebirch Team 
that President Kennedy secretly 
ordered into Vietnam. His or-
ders were dated May 10, 1961. 
On December 22, 1961 Davis 
would become the first soldier 
(U.S.) to die there. This was not 
supposed to happen to an un-
likely warrior who was sent to 
Vietnam as an advisor and not 
as infantry.
	 Davis and his crew 
consisting of the Vietnamese 
driver and nine members of 
the ARVN mobile PRD-1 left 
their base at Tan Son Nhut 

trying to get close enough to 
locate the insurgent transmitter 
location. They were traveling 
down provincial highway #10 
where everything seemed to be 
routine as the truck rumbled 
along the dusty road, there was 
aloud explosion. The bed of the 
truck went up into the air and 
ended with a jarring crash. All 
at once the Vietcong who were 
hiding in the brush, came out 
to attach the ARVN troops who 
had been thrown into a tangled 
mess. They were dazed, pos-

sibly injured by the explosion, 
and were gunned down as they 
attempted to get out of the vehi-
cle. 
	 Davis was stunned but 
uninjured. He grabbed his 
weapon and scrambled outside 
into the total chaos of the at-
tach. Can you imagine how this 
25-year-old country boy from 
Livingston felt when he heard 
the roar of automatic weapons, 
grenade explosions and the 
screams of the men who were 
riding in the back? Since he 
had been taught that this was a 
secret mission the first things 

he did was to throw his bag 
containing top-secret communi-
cations into a nearby rice paddy 
to prevent them from falling 
into the hands of the enemy. 
The second thing he did was to 
pull his driver, who was injured 
out of the vehicle, and drag him 
into the culvert where the driver 
concealed himself in the water 
beneath the truck. 
	 Davis called for his 
team to run for it, and to draw 
fire away from them and his 
driver, he ran up the hill about 
fifty yards away from the vehi-
cle. He fired only four of five 
rounds at the enemy before he 
was hit by a bullet to the head. 
He died instantly. Spec 4 James 
Thomas Davis, became the first 
American soldier to die in Viet-
nam. Before this conflict would 
be over in 1975, we would 

lose over 58,000 more good 
men. But the Army Security 
Agency’s secret war in Vietnam 
would go on until 1973. 
	 Tom Davis had dropped 
out of college to serve his 
country. He had a wife and a 
daughter who would never get 
to know her dad. Tom had been 
told that in the ASA team that 
they should be relatively safe 
because they would be advi-
sors and not fighters. At first, 
he told his parent in his letters 
that he seemed to think he was 

in a tropical paradise. But later 
on, he asked his father to send 
a .38 special because he and his 
fellow soldiers had not been 
issued side arms. He also told 
his father that it looked like the 
bad guys have gotten the word 
to start giving us hell. 
Within a few minutes after 
the VC had stripped the fallen 
soldiers of their weapons, along 
with the radio equipment that 
had been mounted on the truck, 
a unit of the ARVN arrived on 
the scene. The Vietcong insur-
gents had melted into the coun-
try side. There was no evidence 

of any Vietcong casualties only 
the driver whom Tom Davis had 
saved remained alive to tell the 
story of his heroism. 
It was a dark December night 
in 1961 when a cabdriver deliv-
ered the sad news of their son’s 
death to the Davis family. They 
had expected Tom to be home 
soon and the unexpected death 
of their son was hard to accept. 
After all the United States was 
not in war, at least not yet. 
	 Spec 4 James Thomas 
Davis was buried with full mil-
itary honors at the Good Hope 
Cemetery on January 3, 1962. 
He left behind his young wife 
Geraldine, and daughter Cindy, 
and a host of grieving family 
and friends. Since the U.S. was 
not at war when Tom Davis was 
killed they23q couldn’t award 
him a purple heart, but the regu-

lation was later waived and the 
family was presented with his 
medal posthumously. 
	 Tom Davis would have 
many things named in his hon-
or. The students and faculty at 
Livingston named the football 
stadium “Tom Davis Memorial 
Stadium.” He had played foot-
ball on this field at Livingston 
Academy just a few years prior 
to this. The VFW Post 5062 
is named in his honor and so 
is VFW Post 1246 in North 
Brook, Illinois. The ASA Train-

ing Center at Fort 
Devens, Massachu-
setts built a new li-
brary and named it 
the Davis Library. 
The fellow ASA 
soldiers at Tan Son 
Nhut named the 
3rd RRU Base/liv-
ing quarters “Davis 
Station.”
	 On January 11, 
1962 President 
Kennedy said at 
his state of the 
union speech that 
“few generations 
in all of history 
have been granted 
the role of being 
the great defend-

er of freedom in its maximum 
hour of danger. This is our 
good fortune.” A few days later, 
however when asked if we were 
involved in the fighting in Viet-
nam, Kennedy answered, “No”. 
	 Tom Davis and oth-
er men like him were heroes 
regardless of what politicians 
say Tom gave his life in what he 
thought was a just case. 
	 Tom Davie lies in the 
Good Hope Cemetery in Liv-
ingston, Tennessee among his 
beloved Tennessee hills where 
he roamed as a boy. Not far 
from Livingston in Fentress 
County, in the little community 
of Pall Mall lies another war 

hero by the name of Alvin C. 
York. Most of you know the 
story of SGT York, and may-
be some of you have seen 
the movie. Believe it or not 
but Tom Davis died before 
York did. Davis died in 1961 
and York died in 1964. 
	 I didn’t have the hon-
or of meeting Tom Davis 
at Tennessee Tech but we 
were there at the same time. 
Maybe we were in the stu-
dent union at the same time, 
or maybe he was at a table 
next to me eating lunch in 
the cafeteria. We never know 
who will be our next hero. At 
this same time, I was room-

ing with Carl Stiner, a country 
boy from Campbell County. 
Who would have thought that 
one day he would be a Four-
Star General? We have a lot of 
heroes in this part of East Ten-
nessee. 
	 I want to thank Robert 
(Bob) Nerger for providing the 
material I needed for this arti-
cle. Bob was in the Army Secu-
rity Agency and was in Vietnam 
in 1968 when the fighting was 
pretty fierce. In the near future 
I would like to write an article 
about this Morgan County boy. 
In the meantime, pray for our 
country, our military person-
nel, our medical teams who are 
working tirelessly to conquer 
this terrible coronavirus. 
	 Please tell all your 
friends and neighbors about the 
Morgan County Today. We have 
a lot of good writers. 
God bless you all- Stay safe. 

An Unlikely Warrior Becomes 
Tennessee Hero: Vietnam’s First Casualty

Tom Redmon
Columnist

 Tom Davis (Photo Submitted)

Davis Station (Photo Submitted)
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Trade Time
Join host Goose Lindsay for Trade Time each 

weekday morning at 10:30 am on 101.3 FM / AM 
940 / 95.5 FM.

If you have items to buy, sell, or trade, call 423-
346-6300 or toll free 1-888-882-1013

1991 S-10 parts (865) 603-7480

Utility trailer (865) 354-1394

Eggs for sale (423) 346-7203

1971 VW (865) 256-4542

Generator (931) 863-4607

Gas range (423) 369-3272

Log splitter (423) 539-4752

Latest Stimulus News
	 	 The IRS has 

created a new 
program called 
Get My Payment 
with features to let 
taxpayers check 
on their Economic 
Impact Payment 

date and update direct 
deposit information.

This new tool will help address key 
common questions. Get My Payment 
will show the projected date when a 
deposit has been scheduled, similar to 
the “Where’s My Refund tool” many 
taxpayers are already familiar with.
	 Get My Payment also allows 
people a chance to provide their bank 
information. People who did not use 
direct deposit on their last tax return will 
be able to input information to receive 
the payment by direct deposit into their 
bank account, expediting receipt.
	 “Get My Payment  will offer 
people with a quick and easy way to find 
the status of their payment and, where 
possible, provide their bank account 
information if we don’t already have it,” 
said IRS Commissioner Chuck Rettig. 
“Our IRS employees have been working 
non-stop on the Economic Impact Pay-
ments to help taxpayers in need. In addi-
tion to successfully generating payments 

to more than 80 million people, IRS 
teams throughout the country proud-
ly worked long days and weekends to 
quickly deliver Get My Payment ahead 
of schedule.”
	 Get My Payment is updated once 
daily, usually overnight. The IRS urges 
taxpayers to only use Get My Payment 
once a day given the large number of 
people receiving Economic Impact Pay-
ments.
	 It is only available on IRS.gov, 
the online application is safe and secure 
to use. Taxpayers only need a few pieces 
of information to quickly obtain the sta-
tus of their payment and, where needed, 
provide their bank account information. 
Having a copy of their most recent tax 
return can help speed the process.  
Get My Payment will show taxpayers 
the payment amount, scheduled delivery 
date by direct deposit or paper check 
and if a payment hasn’t been scheduled. 
They will need to enter basic informa-
tion including social security number, 
date of birth and mailing address used 
on their latest return.
	 Get My Payment is updated once 
daily, usually overnight. The IRS urges 
taxpayers to only use Get My Payment 
once a day given the large number of 
people receiving Economic Impact Pay-
ments.

	 You cannot add your bank ac-
count information after a payment has 
been scheduled.
The IRS portal gets overloaded at times.  
Many people have already expressed 
frustration with getting these error mes-
sages on the site that says “payment 
status not available.” If you get this 
message the system is overloaded so 
you should try again periodically.
	 IRS impersonators are requesting 
your personal information and claiming 
it is needed for your stimulus. The IRS 
will never request your personal infor-
mation by email, text messages or social 
media. Be careful giving out any per-
sonal and financial information.

David Zubler has an accounting degree 
and computer science degree and has 
experience as an accounting manag-
er and controller in manufacturing, 
and has owned his bookkeeping/tax 
business since 1990. David Zubler is 
the founder and president of Your Tax 
Care. The company provides business 
and tax education to the public at its 
website, YourTaxCare.com. David can 
also be contacted by email at zublerda-
vid@gmail.com.

David Zubler

If you have a memori-
al you would like to get 

printed for your loved one, 
send it to editor@mocotoday.
com. We are thankful for our 
readers and always want to 
ensure your needs are met 
with the paper. 
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Subscribe to 
Morgan County 

Today.
Call 346-2329

“If everyone does a lit-
tle, no one has to do a 

whole lot.”

Tuesday,
April 21, 2020



1 John 4:1 “Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of 
God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world.”
   John 8:32 “And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”
   A Catholic priest (on youtube) attempting to validate why they: “Quote” “baptize 
babies”. Why don’t we wait until they can make that decision for themselves? When I 
think of our western civilization, he says, where we wish to choose our own path, but 
when we look at the history of the catholic church with our tradition.
   Neither Catholic-Islam-nor any religious tradition can replace the clear teaching of 
Jesus Christ. Luke 24:46-47 
   Matthew 28:19 “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:”
   Mark 16:15-16 “And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the 
gospel to every creature. 16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that 
believeth not shall be damned.” Believers; hear Jesus.
   Jesus words these transcend all culture and traditions of men and going back to the 
very words of God and has not authorized any man to deviate from his revealed way to 
save the souls of men.
   The Catholic priest says: we need to see what the scriptures say and what our tradi-
tion says. He says: look at what the Bible says but they say and do not. Their tradition 
they repeat and that they practice.
   1 Peter 4:11 “If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man minis-
ter, let him do it as of the ability which God giveth: that God in all things may be glori-
fied through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.”
   Colossians 3:17 “And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him.” (By the authority of Jesus, 
your judge).
   There are many different churches (not speaking of buildings) which bind their tradi-
tions for membership in their religion. There is only one authorized church, Jesus is the 
head of that body (Col. 1:18).
   Jesus calls these (denominations) the broad way leading to destruction. Matthew 
7:13-14 “Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that 
leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: 14 Because strait is the 
gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.”
   The catholic says: we must see what the Bible and the catholic church say, but they 
do not use the Bible, but only their church tradition and this is blasphemy against the 
Holy Spirit.
   Matthew 15:6-9 “And honour not his father or his mother, he shall be free. Thus have 
ye made the commandment of God of none effect by your tradition. 7 Ye hypocrites, 
well did Esaias prophesy of you, saying, 8 This people draweth nigh unto me with 
their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me. 9 But in 
vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.” (That’s 
Catholicism).
   Colossians 2:8 “Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, 
after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.”
    Thessalonians 2:15 “Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye 
have been taught, whether by word, or our epistle.” (The scriptures are sacred tradi-
tions). 
   Mark 7:8 “For laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the tradition of men, 
as the washing of pots and cups: and many other such like things ye do.”
   The Catholic priest seeks to validate catholic baptism of infants based on God com-
manding the children of Israel to circumcise their baby boys on day eight. That is so 
corrupt it is not even funny. God did not command baby girls to be circumcised under 
the Law of Moses, does that mean females under the covenant of Christ should not be 
baptized, obscured the way of Satan is evil.
   Jer. 31:31-34 is quoted in Hebrews 8:11 “And they shall not teach every man his 
neighbor, and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for all shall know me, 
from the least to the greatest.”
   The children of Israel were born into the kingdom of Israel at birth, knowing nothing 
about God and his will for their way of living. They were supposed to learn years later. 
   Under the covenant of Christ any human on earth is to be drawn to God by Christ on 
the cross and having learned many things about God, Jesus and his church, the king-
dom of God, one is moved to desire for this the body of Christ and upon ones personal 
commitment to obey the Lord he or she will request to be baptized into Jesus for remis-

sion of their sins. Acts 2:41 “Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: 
and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls.” John 6:45 
“It is written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of God. Every man therefore 
that hath heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto me.”
   The catholic seeks to validate baptizing infants because Lydia and her house hold 
were baptized. The catholic has no clue how young the members of her household 
were. Acts 16:32-34 “And they spake unto him the word of the Lord, and to all that 
were in his house. 33 And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed their 
stripes; and was baptized, he and all his, straightway. 34 And when he had brought 
them into his house, he set meat before them, and rejoiced, believing in God with all his 
house.”
   No babies mentioned here either. Catholics therefore I beg of you who do actually 
believe in God and his son to flee from that house of bondage while you can.
   John 3:1-5 Jesus tells an older man Nicodemus you must be born again. Nicodemus 
is a descendent from Abraham and is in the kingdom of Israel already. Jesus what more 
can you ask or demand to enter your kingdom. Nicodemus is being drawn by God, 
but he must receive a lot of teaching before he will be moved to submit to King Jesus 
enough to repent and be immersed (baptized) into Jesus for remission of his sins and 
live in compliance to the New Testament.
   Catholic’s say: baptize them as quickly as you can to wash away that original sin of 
Adam and Eve, they say that this sacrament washes away that original sin. That is so 
false it could only come from Satan the father of lies.
   Ezekiel 18:2 “What mean ye, that ye use this proverb concerning the land of Israel, 
saying, The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge?”
   Ezekiel 18:4 “Behold, all souls are mine; as the soul of the father, so also the soul of 
the son is mine: the soul that sinneth, it shall die.”
   Ezekiel 18:20 “The soul that sinneth, it shall die. The son shall not bear the iniquity of 
the father, neither shall the father bear the iniquity of the son: the righteousness of the 
righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him.”
   Matthew 19:14 “But Jesus said, Suffer little children, and forbid them not, to come 
unto me: for of such is the kingdom of heaven.”
   Matthew 18:2-4 “And Jesus called a little child unto him, and set him in the midst of 
them, 3 And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as little 
children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven. 4 Whosoever therefore shall 
humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven.”
   2 Samuel 12:23 “But now he is dead, wherefore should I fast? can I bring him back 
again? I shall go to him, but he shall not return to me.” (Babies that die go to paradise. 
They have not inherited Adam’s sins).
   Isaiah 59:1-8 “Behold, the LORD’S hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither 
his ear heavy, that it cannot hear: 2 But your iniquities have separated between you and 
your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear. 3 For your 
hands are defiled with blood, and your fingers with iniquity; your lips have spoken lies, 
your tongue hath muttered perverseness. 4 None calleth for justice, nor any pleadeth for 
truth: they trust in vanity, and speak lies; they conceive mischief, and bring forth iniq-
uity. 5 They hatch cockatrice’ eggs, and weave the spider’s web: he that eateth of their 
eggs dieth, and that which is crushed breaketh out into a viper. 6 Their webs shall not 
become garments, neither shall they cover themselves with their works: their works are 
works of iniquity, and the act of violence is in their hands. 7 Their feet run to evil, and 
they make haste to shed innocent blood: their thoughts are thoughts of iniquity; wasting 
and destruction are in their paths. 8 The way of peace they know not; and there is no 
judgment in their goings: they have made them crooked paths: whosoever goeth therein 
shall not know peace.”
   If babies were born in sin, all babies who die or are murdered in the womb by evil 
adults will go to hell. How stupid can grown men be?
   The catholic priest claims they are giving the teaching of Jesus Christ to these babies. 
Catholic doctrine is not the doctrine of Christ Jesus. Christ never taught the multitude 
of distortions in Catholicism. Jesus commanded us not to call anyone father on the 
earth, religiously speaking. I know God is grieved to hear man call another sinful man 
holy father. He knew that the evil of Catholics was coming 
and that catholic priest want the little children that they may 
rape and sodomize them. They sprinkle a bit of water on a 
baby soon as possible not to save this child, but for the simple 
fact that the sooner they claim this child the more likely they 
are to get his money later. Satan has power and he it is who 
gives Catholicism power. Catholic neighbor’s, if you love 
babies or yourself flee from that house of corruption leaving 
your garment behind.
   Catholicism is more evil than Islam because of their pre-
tence to be Christian’s.
Answering the Error@GBNTV.ORG   Why Do Catholics 
Baptize Infants? 
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	 As we discussed in the past, through life you 
meet people who have overcome horrendous circum-
stances in their lives and have become exceptional 
people.  They looked beyond their circumstances and, 
through Jesus Christ, have found ways to pass on bless-
ings to others.   My friend John is one of those people.   I 
met John in a prison in South Florida.   He was part of a 
program training inmates to be Pastors.  John was part of 
the first The Urban Ministry Institute graduating class in 
South Bay Correctional Institution in South Florida.  We 
were able to have a graduation with cap and gown.  Fam-
ilies were in attendance, and it was a wonderful occasion.      
I lost track of John over the years until one day I started 
receiving prayers, scriptures and blessings via text.  It 
was John.  I was unaware that he had been released from 
prison and was now living in the free world.  Between 
twitter, facebook and other social media, you can be 
found.  Here is John’s story in his words.   

	 I accepted Jesus Christ as my savior in Salt 
Lake City Utah in 1973. My Cousin Eugene was a Minis-
ter For Agape Ministries and he was on a mission in Utah 
converting Mormon’s  to Christianity. I was a 13 year 
old lost  kid from NY in a world of trouble. I was sent 
there by my parents in an effort to save  me from a life of 
severe consequence. I know today without question that 
from the day I accepted Christ to now, I didn’t always 
walk with Him, but He always walked with me. 
	 I struggled with addictions of many kinds. At 	
different times, I experienced some freedom from the 
many prisons, I was physically, spiritually, emotionally 
and mentally experiencing .  Many I know, I created 
myself. In 2006, I was in a horrific automobile accident 
where two women and myself were killed. Yes, I died 
that day. It was a head on collision in South Florida. The 
three of us  were taken to the hospital by the Flight for 
Life Helicopter. One woman died in flight to the hospital. 
Myself and the other woman did make it to the hospital. 
	 Once, being stabilized and put on life support 
the administration proceeded to contact our families.   
My wife had passed  away three months  earlier leaving 
me with two sons, John 8 years old and Joseph 7 years 

old. My Mother was fragile and  could not be told. My 
younger brother Patrick was my only relative that could 
make the decision to keep me on life support or remove 
me from life support. My diagnosis was a five percent 
survival.  If I did survive, most likely would be a vegeta-
ble in a nursing home. I would never be able to function 
normally again. The other female passenger in the car 
was removed from life support and passed away.  At the 
time, my brother was in New York. He told the doctors 
keep John on life support because he will be there soon. 
After I came out of a six week coma the medical staff put 
me in an induced coma due to the severity of my injuries. 
I had massive head injuries, cerebral hemorrhaging of 
the brain, my facial bones were all fractured , eye oracles 
fractured, clavicles fractured, punctures, fractured arms 
and both my legs had been crushed.  My right foot was to 
be amputated. The doctors performed many orthopedic 
surgeries and saved my foot.   I was severely burned due 
to the vehicle going on fire. A passer by that day, broke 
into a nearby business and got a  fire extinguisher and 
put the fire out that was burning my body. Three weeks 
later I began to come out of the induced coma. A nurse 
monitoring the machines witnessed me opening my eyes. 
She was shocked and I heard her say, ‘Oh my God, you 
were dead’. My reply to her was there is a heaven.  		
	 She shook her head and left. Soon after I woke 
again and the surgical team that saved my life was at my 
bedside checking vitals and  disconnecting machines. 
The head surgeon started asking me questions. He said, 
you are a miracle.  I had experienced an after life expe-
rience and knew the Lord saved me for a purpose. The 
Lord told me that I would have aftercare houses to help 
others that are lost.  After my release from the hospital 
and rehabilitation,I had many God moments and revela-
tions of the why, how, where, when, and what had taken 
place in my life and how I was to help others.  I was 
eventually arrested  for vehicular homicide and vehicular 
man slaughter and sentenced to 15 years in prison. See, I 
was the driver in that automobile accident that caused the 
lives of those two women to be lost.  I was in the worst 
of the worst of places but continued to receive the best of  
the best  of God.  I was transferred to Belle Glade Cor-

rectional was there four years when the The Urban Min-
istry Institute was introduced by Chuck Colson /Raeanne  
Hance of Prison Fellowship. I was selected as a candi-
date and chosen to be one of the prisoners to be turned 
into pastor’s.  			   Then, the  closing of 
that prison ( a futile attempt  at preventing what was to 
be) failed, and the program thankfully was transferred 
to South Bay Correctional. As one of the many well 
deserved  tributes to Chuck Colson /Raeanne Hance  and 
always our Lord, I was part of the first graduating class 
of Tumi.  I was released from prison early.   I now work 
for a company called Nationwide Transport Services. 
Who is also, an ex-offender. We only hire ex-offenders 
as a second chance.   I call it Nationwide Transform Ser-
vices.  As I daily assist turning one time liabilities in our 
communities  into assets in our Communities.  We are 
also, working on opening the Halfway house “All The 
Way”.  I  am forever thankful to the Lord Jesus Christ for 
saving me.   

“Create in me a clean heart, O God, And renew a stead-
fast spirit within me. Do not cast me away from Your 
presence And do not take Your Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of Your salvation And sustain me 
with a willing spirit. Then I will teach transgressors Your 
ways, And sinners will be converted to You.”
‭‭Psalms‬ ‭51:10-13‬ ‭NASB‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬‬

Side note:  John works everyday in the vision the Lord 
gave him during that time between life and death.

Mia is a wife to a wonderful man of 44 years, mother 
of three grown and married children, grandmother of 
twelve, great grandmother to one.  She and her hus-
band have three dogs, one feral cat, two roosters, seven 
hens and two baby chicks. She loves Jesus with her 
whole heart.   Please feel free to contact her through 
Morgan County Today Paper. 

MIA’S View From the Mountain:
Victory
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Historically Speaking
Otto Yang Story - Covid-19
By Ray Smith - Oak Ridge City Historian
	
	 Benita Albert brings us another story 
of an Oak Ridge schools graduate. This time 
she has found someone on the front line of 
the battle with the unseen enemy, Covid-19. 
When I learned of this connection, I imme-
diately looked Otto Yang up on the internet. I 
was amazed by what I saw. The most recent was 
an interview by the Los Angeles Times. Seeing 
an Oak Ridge Schools graduate so effectively 
answering questions about the current situation 
we face was amazing. You will be amazed too 
when you read Benita’s perspective of our own, 
Otto Yang:
***  	 Dr. Otto Yang is a former Oak Ridge 
High School (ORHS) student, Class of 
1983, now pursuing research studies on the 
COVID-19 pandemic. He describes himself as a 
‘physician-scientist’ at the University of Califor-
nia Los Angeles (UCLA) David Geffen 
Medical Center, a position which now 
places him on the forefront of research 
as well as patient care. 
	 An internet search under his 
name provides numerous links to 
several recent press interviews in print 
and video. Watching him speak so 
articulately on the history of corona-
viruses, on the scientific challenges of 
COVID-19, and on cautionary health 
measures is both reassuring and inspir-
ing. His explanations are offered in an 
informal and relatable style suitable for 
general public understanding. 
	 In an April 3, 2020 interview, 
Otto describes the pervasiveness of the 
disease: “The coronavirus, like all vi-
ruses, is basically just a piece of genetic 
information that enters into a cell and 
then hijacks its machinery so that the cell starts 
producing the virus’ genetic materials rather 
than its own.” In a further question that asked 
why seemingly healthy people are getting very 
sick and why, Otto answered, “I think of the 
immune system like the police and the virus like 
criminals. If the criminals are easily brought un-
der control, then the police don’t do much col-
lateral damage to the city. But if there is all-out 
war with equally matched sides, there is a lot of 
collateral damage. That’s what we are seeing in 
the sickest patients.” https://www.latimes.com/
science/story/2020-04-04/why--kills-some-peo-
ple-and-not-others
	 Otto was my student for two years of 
Calculus at ORHS, and he continued with sev-
eral advanced math courses in his undergradu-
ate studies at Brown University. However, Otto 
planned from an early age for a future in medi-
cine, an educational dream he accomplished by 
1990 via a combined program for a BS and MD 
at Brown. 
	 As I write Otto’s story, I am reminded 
of the eager, bright, and disciplined student he 
was, and of his great class peers in an ORHS 
class that counted twenty-five National Merit 
Scholarship Semi-finalists (Otto included) and 
fifteen National Merit Commended Scholars. 
Otto recalls his time at ORHS as being “one of 
the happiest times of my life.” He was immersed 
not only in all the advanced academic course 
offerings but also in a variety of extracurricular 
pursuits. He was a member of numerous clubs: 
Future Doctors, Computer, French, Internation-
al Relations, Bridge, and Ski. He played cello in 
the ORHS orchestra and was a member of the 
National Honor Society.
	 The ORHS 1983 yearbook, The Oak Log, 
describes the Future Doctors Club as an oppor-
tunity to encourage students in their medical 
career choices through hospital visitations and 
talks from area doctors and veterinarians. The 
club had fifteen members, and recently viewing 
a picture of its members, I am aware that most 
pursued a medical career. I point this out to say 
that, though this article features only one ORHS 
graduate, medical studies were a highly rated 
choice by many students over my teaching ca-
reer. I would love to be able to recognize all the 
ORHS graduates who are now deeply involved 
in the current crisis evoked by COVID-19. 
Certainly, it brings me solace and hope knowing 
that ORHS students are on the job as doctors, 
researchers, nurses, emergency responders, 
public health service officials, and so many oth-
er critical and essential support assignments. 
	 Otto’s humility and sense of humor 

flooded over me when I read his written com-
ments in my ’83 Oak Log. I think he would not 
mind that I share them, and sharing same also 
speaks to his early dreams. After saying nice 
things about my course, he continued his writ-
ing with the following: “Unfortunately, I am not 
following the superior doctrine of mathematics, 
but following science (medicine) in hopes of an 
MD. I do plan on continuing math, however.” 
He closes with, “Here’s my signature, which is 
unlikely to be of any worth.” 
	 His signature in both English and 
Chinese followed. I now smile at his latter 
comment, remembering that I instructed my 
students to please at least sign my yearbook 
so that I would have proof of their presence in 
my classroom, and perhaps I could ‘cash in’ on 
their later fame and fortune by possessing their 
autograph. Otto’s signature is now especially 
‘priceless’ and special to me given the important 
work he has done and the current, vital research 
he is leading. 
	 Otto and I connected via email recently, 

and his response to 
my request for a story 
was quickly honored. 

He described 
his medical 
journey after 
completing 
degree-work 
at Brown: “I 
chose to do a 
residency in 
internal med-

icine at Bellevue Hospital/NYU in New York 
City, because I wanted a roll-up sleeves training 
experience, and boy did I get it! This was the 
height of the AIDS epidemic, 1990-1993, at the 
epicenter of the epidemic. About half of my 
patients were HIV+, so I literally treated thou-
sands of patients with this disease and watched 
most of them die during my training.”
	 He continued, “I always planned on 
being a physician-scientist, originally in oncol-
ogy, but in that era, science was more directly 
applicable to infectious diseases and still distant 
from application for cancer. So, my interest was 
steered to HIV and immunology. I then did 
infectious diseases training at Massachusetts 
General Hospital/Harvard, which included the 
usual clinical training plus extra training in 
laboratory research, from 1993-1997. There I 
focused my efforts on the immune system and 
its interactions with the virus, with the goal of 
developing immune-based treatments and/or 
vaccines. I guess you could call me a molecular 
virologist-immunologist in training.”
	 Before his move to California, Otto 
completed the above-mentioned training, start-
ed an independent research career, and joined 
the junior faculty at Harvard for two years. 
Otto wrote, “I was recruited by UCLA where I 
started in 1999 as an Assistant Professor. Here I 
have had a busy laboratory, continuing research 
on T-cells and HIV, branching out to touch on 
other viruses and organ transplantation immu-
nology. I’m the Associate Chief of Infectious 
Diseases and have a joint appointment in the 
Department of Microbiology, Immunology, and 
Molecular Genetics. Through the latter depart-
ment I am a PhD-granting mentor.” 
	 He reports being both a thesis advisor 
to eight of his own students as well as serving 
on thesis committees for many more. Otto 
continued describing his assignments: “On the 
medical front, I spend about 5-10% of my time 
seeing patients in the hospital, during which 
I train infectious disease physicians under my 
wing.”
	 Of his current, urgent assignment he 
says: “I am up to my eyeballs in the response of 
the UCLA Medical Center to COVID-19. I‘m in 

charge of experimental therapeutic trials in our 
division, and (I) have coordinated the Rem-
desivir trial. I’m also working on developing 
antibody-based treatments, and collaborating 
on immune-modulating treatments. My unique 
niche as a physician-scientist has put me in the 
forefront of our research response since my 
interests straddle the spectrum from treating 
patients to molecules in the lab.” 
	 Researching ‘Remdesivir trial’ for this 
story, I found that, with approval of the Eu-
ropean Medical Agencies, certain European 
countries have recommended Remdesivir 
treatment of COVID-19 patients under com-
passionate-use rules. Such treatment is offered, 
outside of ongoing clinical trials, to COVID-19 
patients with extreme breathing difficulties. An 
April 3, 2020 press release from UCLA Health 
states, “UCLA is one of seventy-five sites around 
the globe participating in a (Remdesivir) clini-
cal trial sponsored by the National Institutes of 
Health.”   
	 In a recent online interview, Otto pro-
vided a summary of coronaviruses, including 
mention that at least four coronaviruses are 
found in 30% of common colds. He described 

COVID-19 as 86% genetically similar 
to the 2002 SARS virus, but it is even 
more mysterious and concerning due 
to its greater capacity to spread. He 
scoffs at internet postings on various 
“miraculous treatments,” advising the 
public to be cautious, to check infor-
mational sources, and to understand 
that: “There is no magic pill or solu-
tion at present.” 
	 He suggests that if he were in 
charge, and if his fantasy could be 
honored, he would recommend that 

everyone be tested for COVID-19. He con-
curs that ongoing limitations insist that the 
medical community prioritize testing for 
those persons most at risk and/or symptom-

atic. When queried as to whether COVID-19 
recovered patients have immunity, his answer 
was: “The immune system is a big black box.” 
He observed that it is strange how the immune 
system can be effective against some viruses and 
not others, also noting that some COVID-19 
cases may be showing reinfection and/or short 
immune periods after recovery. He poses that 
these uncertainties could suggest bad news for a 
possible vaccine.  
	 As a part of his closing comments, Otto 
offered a take home lesson, proposing that if 
you understand how the virus spreads then you 
can protect yourself and others. He strongly 
advocates for the Center for Disease Control’s 
Covid-19 guidelines of frequent hand washing 
and social distancing. 
	 Otto ends the interview with a hopeful 
message: “Don’t panic, we will get through this.” 
To view more of his interview, entitled, “Under-
standing the -Infectious Disease Expert Dr. Otto 
Yang Explains Fact From Fiction,” go online to: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tFvEDk-
7W1Rg In a follow-up email correspondence, 
Otto wrote of his hometown: “I have to admit 
to you, high school comprised the happiest 
years of my life. I was surrounded by wonderful 
friends and teachers…in an insulated bubble. 
College was a rude awakening, to learn that 
smart kids were ostracized as ‘nerds’ and ‘geeks’ 
in their high schools and even at (college), and 
that being smart wasn’t a popular quality like at 
ORHS.” 
	 As a former teacher of Otto’s and so 
many other bright and service minded students 
on the forefront of this crisis, it is my humble 
opinion that we have never needed ‘nerds’ and 
‘geeks’ more. More importantly, we all need each 
other’s respect and caring to prevail.                   
	 I am grateful to Otto for his willingness 
to share this story with his hometown, for his 
dedicated medical career, and for the excessively 
long hours and the undying determination he 
now brings to the race for treatments and a cure 
for COVID-19. Public support, cooperation, 
and resoluteness is essential in both the race to 
save lives and for uplifting a medical communi-
ty under enormous stress.  
***      Well, there you have it. An amazing story 
brought to us by Benita Albert. Otto Yang is 
right in the front line of Covid-19 struggle. 
With his skills which began to be developed in 
Oak Ridge Schools, I am sure you are convinced 
as I am convinced that we are in the best of 
hands when it comes to the war we are in with 
the invisible enemy of Covid-19!

L - Otto Yang in Oak Ridge High School/R-Dr. Otto Yang/
Bottom-Future Doctors Club with Otto in the back far left                  
(Photo Submitted)
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	 If you’re 
anything like me 
you may cringe 
within just a few 
minutes of watch-
ing or listening 
to either the local 
or national news 
today. Our minds 
are continually 
bombarded with 
bad news as if the 
mainstream media 
wants the Ameri-
can people to live 
in fear. 
	 God does 
not want His peo-
ple to live in fear 
or to feel over-
whelmed with the 
tribulations of this 
world. Regardless 
of the bad news 
that fills the air-
ways, we as Chris-
tians can rejoice in 

the fact that Jesus 
Christ has power 
over all flesh and 
He alone has the 
power and author-
ity to give eternal 
life. We are taught 
this by Jesus Christ 
in John 17 (KJV).  
John 17 
1 These words spa-
ke Jesus, and lifted 
up his eyes to 
heaven, and said, 
Father, the hour is 
come; glorify thy 
Son, that thy Son 
also may glorify 
thee:
2 As thou hast giv-
en him power over 
all flesh, that he 
should give eternal 
life to as many as 
thou hast given 
him.
3 And this is life 
eternal, that they 
might know thee 
the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ, 
whom thou hast 
sent.
During this time 

of uncertainty, 
we as Christians 
can have peace 
not through our 
own actions or by 
the actions of our 
government but 
by being justified 
by our faith in 

Jesus Christ. Even 
during our tribula-
tions, He can bless 
us with patience. 
With each new 
experience we can 
gain hope for the 
present time and 
future. Because of 
the love of God, 
Christians have 
no reason to be 
ashamed of their 

past before they 
accepted Jesus 
Christ as their 
LORD and Savior. 
Let’s rejoice in 
having absolute 
peace in our lives 
and love in our 
hearts by being 

blessed with the 
Holy Ghost which 
is given unto us 
and for being jus-
tified by the blood 
of Jesus Christ!
We learn all of 
this in Romans 5 
(KJV). 
Romans 5:1-9 
1 Therefore being 
justified by faith, 
we have peace 

with God through 
our Lord Jesus 
Christ: 
2 By whom also 
we have access by 
faith into this grace 
wherein we stand, 
and rejoice in hope 
of the glory of 
God. 
3 And not only 
so, but we glo-
ry in tribulations 
also: knowing that 
tribulation worketh 
patience; 
4 And patience, 
experience; and 
experience, hope: 
5 And hope ma-
keth not ashamed; 
because the love of 
God is shed abroad 
in our hearts by the 
Holy Ghost which 
is given unto us. 
6 For when we 
were yet without 
strength, in due 
time Christ died 
for the ungodly.
7 For scarcely for 
a righteous man 
will one die: yet 

peradventure for 
a good man some 
would even dare to 
die.
8 But God com-
mendeth his love 
toward us, in that, 
while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died 
for us.
9 Much more 
then, being now 
justified by his 
blood, we shall be 
saved from wrath 
through him.

	 Father, I 
pray that we place 
our faith in you 
during our walks 
in the valleys and 
mountain tops. 
You are love! You 
are our strength! 
You are our peace! 
You are our hope! 
You are our justi-
fication! You are 
our LORD and 
Savior and we will 
rejoice! Amen!

Peace in the Blood
By: MSG. Fred Mize

MSG Fred Mize

American HeritageTuesday,
April 21, 2020

Morgan County 
Small Business
It’s no secret most big corporations, 
non-profit agencies, state governments, 
and educational institutions are suf-
fering from the economic shut down 
due to COVID-19.  Many have taken 
loans, suspended business operations, 
furloughed & laid of employees, etc.  
Small businesses are the backbone of 
the US economy.  They are in essence 
the engine that runs productivity.  Rural 
areas rely on small businesses for our 
daily functions and they play a major 
role in our economic production.  

I 

worry a lot about our small businesses 
in Morgan County during these unprec-
edented times. President Trump indicat-
ed that he will allow the states to make 
decisions on reopening busi-nesses with 
certain phased guidelines.  Governor 
Bill Lee has a Stay-At-Home Order that 
has shut down all non-essential busi-
ness until at least April 30th.  The phase 
approach is dependent on the states 
COVID-19 cases, but all signs point to 
some areas of Tennessee opening by 
May 1st. 

In this article, I want to outline 3 com-
mon sense ways to come together as a 
community and support our local small 

businesses.  Many of them run on very 
little retained earnings and rely on week 
to week revenues to operate.  Let’s pull 
together as a county and show up strong 
to support small businesses.   When they 
do open, let’s flood the gates and show 
them our sup-port.

1.	 Local Economy:  As soon as the 
doors open, let’s (with social distanc-
ing) bombard the doors with spending. I 
realize some of you may be furloughed 
our laid off, but for the rest of us lets 
show support in strong numbers.  Grab a 
meal at your local diner, pur-chase home 
improvement supplies for a project, meet 
with those local insurance agents, pur-
chase an extra item you may need later, 
book elective health procedures, buy 
a gift card, schedule that much needed 
haircut,  give an extra tip at your local 
res-taurant, donate some time or money 
to the local charities, etc.  Ask yourself 
the ques-tion:  Can I buy what I want or 
need in Morgan County? 
2.	 Smile:  Many of our small busi-
nesses face a lot of anxiety, stress, and 
many sleepless nights. I have had so 
many interactions out in public with 
people using fear as an excuse to mis-
treat someone.  Show up to these local 
business with smile.  Let them know you 
appreciate them.  Say please and thank 
you.   Show up with love and compas-
sion for employees.  Don’t freak out 
over the little things. When you enter 

a business, come 
with a smile.  It 
will help them get 
through these chal-
lenging times. 
3.	 Marketing & Advertising:  The 
best way to promote small business is 
word of mouth.  If you recommend a 
business to someone studies show that 7 
other people will listen.  When you have 
a good experience with a local small 
business, tell your friends via phone, 
text message, or post it on social me-
dia.  This is basically free advertising 
for these small businesses.  Many of the 
small businesses do not have the reve-
nues to pay for advertising at this mo-
ment.  This will help them with advertis-
ing. 
 

Zack graduated from Wartburg Central High 
School in 2001 and from the University of 
Tennessee, Knoxville in 2004. Since grad-
uation he has become a TedX Motivational 
Speaker, Author, and Career Consultant. He 
travels the world giving back and hosting sem-
inars teaching people on various topics. Zack 
has established an ongoing annual scholar-
ship at his Alma Mater, Wartburg, which has 
inspired others to give back as well. 

Visit www.zackballinger.com for more of 
Zack’s travels and events.

Around The World and Back Again
with Zack Ballinger

Zack Ballinger
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Happy April Birthdays! 
April 3
Jackie 
Morgan
Michael 
Spurling
Tammy Lloyd
Xander 
Shelley

April 4
Genny 
Matheson
Vera Sexton

April 5
Blake Hamby
Carol Hensley

April 6
Janice Cook
JD Gunter
Larry 
Lavender

April 7
Tinzlee Vann

April 8
Dakotah 
Miller

April 9

Adam Foster
Daniel Rickett
Tony Taylor

April 10
Madison 
Robertson
Ramsey 
Daugherty

April 11
Brenda 
Shannon
Gabriel Shelly
Kym Hedden-
McGhee
Liam Miller

April 12
Melissa 
Richards

April 13
Autumn 
Kamer
Reece Whaley
Sherry 
Cromwell

April 14
Lynn Redmon

Mallory 
Moore
Nan Kilby

April 16
Serenity 
Russell

April 17
Adam Terry
Bradly Miller
Brantley 
Greene
Samantha 
Waters

April 19
Angel Brown
Balin Moore
Cade Brown
Mauri 
Jonquet
Peyton 
Sargent

April 20
Addison 
Berrier
Alana Ellis
Angie 
Robinson
Ashley 

Honeycutt
Harold Dean 
Swint
Jessica 
Huffman
Logan Justice
Meagan 
Hamby
Oakley 
Brashears
Olivia Justice 
Serenity 
Massey

April 21
John Paul 
Smith
Krasha 
Tobeck
Wyatt 
Richards

April 22
Anzley 
Bruglio
Leona Miller

April 24
Rank 
Hammock

April 25

Stephanie 
Neal

April 26
Betty Shannon
Doyle Dane 
(Sam) Hamby
Tommy Ritter

April 27
Arabella 
Rushing
Erica Taylor
Noah Shannon

April 28
Robin Potter
Steven 
Shannon

April 29
Betsy McGhee
Brooklyn 
Ward
Heather Reed
Katie York
Ruby Hamby

April 30
Kayleigh 
Lowe

The Oakdale School Wide 
Reunion will be held on 
Saturday, June 27, 2020 

from 2;00 - 10:00 p.m.  Day-
time activities are free; if 

you would like to attend the 
dinner at 6:00 p.m., cost is 

$20.00  Monetary donations 
are also being accepted to 
help cover the cost of the 

event and continue to build 
the Oakdale Alumni Associ-
ation. To purchase tickets or 
make a donation, please con-
tact alumni treasurer, Becky 
McClurkan at 865-719-8671 
or beckymc@bellsouth.net.

Morgan County 
Today  

Community  
Calendar

Happenings Tuesday,
April 21, 2020

	 Hello Friends! Although 
things were different, I hope you 
had a good Easter.  We were able 
to watch several pastors deliver 
their message via Facebook.  I 
know there are some who were a 
bit reluctant to go live on social 
media but I, along with many oth-
ers, would like to thank those who 
stepped out of their comfort zone 
to provide a time of worship for 
us.
	 Morgan County Schools 
will remain closed for the rest 
of the 2019-2020 school year. 
Though students and teachers will 
not be in the buildings, Morgan 
County Schools will continue to 
provide meals, learning opportu-
nities and other supports for the 
remainder of the school year. Ac-
ademic lessons and resources will 
made available through mid-May.  
Teachers will monitor student 
progress and provide feedback 
on completed work.  Graduations 
will not be cancelled but instead 
will be rescheduled at a time that 
is deemed safe by the appropriate 
agencies.  Grab and Go Breakfast 
and Lunch will continue to be pro-
vided on Monday and Thursdays 
by bus route delivery or designated 
site pickup through May 22nd.  
	 On Friday, April 10, many 
came together to provide meals 
and fun for Morgan County chil-
dren.  All children 18 and under 
could pick up a meal at Central 
Elementary which included bbq 
from John Boy’s BBQ, a dyed Eas-
ter Egg and lot of other goodies.  
The Easter Bunny was there to 
greet families.  There was a Easter 
BINGO drive through game in 
the City of Wartburg and WECO 
tossed candy into car windows 
for children.  I am afraid I will 
overlook someone if I try to thank 
everyone who made this happen 
so I will just say “Thank You for 
taking time during Spring Break to 
make a lot of children smile.” 
	 Kerry Ruppe preached 
from Boswell Chapel Easter Sun-
day morning and streamed it on 
Facebook.  Later, Kerry and Jenni-
fer Ruppe hosted Easter dinner for 
their family.  Jennifer prepared tur-

key, ham and every side dish to be 
thought of.  Her daughter, Valerie 
Disney, made pineapple upside 
down cake.  After lunch, they hid 
Easter eggs.  Jayla found the most 
prize eggs winning $7 total. 
	 Congratulations to Justin 
and Erica Coffey on the birth of 
their son, Carter Reign Coffey.  
Carter was born Tuesday, April 14 
and he weighed 7lbs 6oz and was 
20 inches long.  He is welcomed 
by his siblings, Marissa, Treyson 
and Kameron.  His very proud 
grandparents are Daniel and Kathy 
Coffey and Tabitha Roberts. 
	 We are enjoying some of 
the prettiest blooms right now.  
Dogwoods, Red Buds, Azaleas and 
Wisteria have been beautiful. 
	 A huge shout out to Mick-
ey and Jeanie Bingham who have 
been walking to the Oakdale Post 
Office.  That is not an easy hike!  
Keep up the good job Mr. B and 
Ms. Jeanie. 
	 Happy 19th Birthday to our 
nephew, Kinley Hamby who will 
celebrate his special day April 23.   
We hope you have a great day.
	 Happy Birthday to a cou-
ple of cousins who celebrate their 
birthday on April 22.  Cole Tilson 
will turn 19 and Randy Chapman 
will turn……I guess I better not 
say.  Happy Birthday Fellows! 
	 Our neighbor, Blake Miller 
will celebrate his 19th birthday on 
April 23.  Happy Birthday Blake. 
	 Belated anniversary wish-
es to Jonathan and Becky Snow 
who celebrated 15 years April 16.  
Wishing you many more blessed 
years.
	 Sometimes, we should all 
have the attitude of a child.  Last 
week, Becky Snow asked her 
children, Kyeli and Dane, their 
thoughts on our current situation.  
She asked Dane if he knew about 
the Corona virus and he replied 
that he didn’t understand much 
about it.  After they discussed it, 
Dane said “I think we should pray 
for dinosaurs to eat the virus and 
for unicorns to make sick people 
feel better. “  Dane also said he 
likes to see the bus coming on food 
distribution days.  He said “I like 
the yummy food but the bus makes 
a noise that kinda scares me.”  

He demonstrated the noise and it 
seems to be the brakes. 
	 Kyeli said “It makes me 
sad that people are sick and that 
we can’t go places or visit.  It 
makes me sad that some of the 
sick people might not know Jesus.  
We need to spread the word about 
Jesus.  I wish we had a houseful 
of medicine to give the sick peo-
ple.”  Kyeli said she likes for the 
bus to come and likes it when the 
bus driver blows the horn at them.  
Both Dane and Kyeli said they 
loved the teacher parade following 
the bus and especially liked the 
cars with balloons. 
	 Oakdale Alumni Associ-
ation will have an online auction 
Friday - Sunday, April 24-26. 
Hopefully, the June 27 Reunion 
will go on as scheduled. If it has 
to be postponed, it will be nice to 
have funds available to make it a 
nice banquet. If you would like to 
donate to the auction, please reach 
out to me and I will make arrange-
ments to pick up your donation 
before next weekend’s auction.  
You can call me at 423-369-3112, 
email me at kvhelton@highland.
net or send me a Facebook mes-
sage. This is a PARTIAL LIST of 
items received: Ruby Tuesday Gift 
Card ,O’Charley’s Gift Card, Bed 
Bath & Beyond Gift Card, Mc-
Donald’s Family Pack Gift Certif-
icates, Shoney’s gift certificates, 
Mel’s Diner Gift Certificates, 
Ripley’s Combo Pass good for 8 
attractions, (2) Morgan County 
News 1 Year Subscriptions, Mas-
sage Therapy Gift Certificate, (2) 
Angi Makes Cakes Gift Certifi-
cates, Rock City Family Pass, Rain 
Forest Adventures Family Pass, 
Cumberland County Playhouse 
Tickets, Courtney’s Diner Gift 
Certificate, (3) Brushy Mountain 
Tours tickets, Country Music Hall 
of Fame tickets, The Sweet Life 
Gift Certificate, WonderWorks Gift 
Certificate, (2) Ashley Ruppe Pho-
tography Gift Certificates, Diana 
Smith’s Homemade Sour Dough 
Bread, Thirty One item, Bath and 
Body Works, Candles and more 
items on the way!
	
	 Even though the Roane 
State Academic Festival was can-
celled for live events, the online 
submissions were still open, and 
Oakdale High School had the 
following students enter in these 
categories:

Macee Brackett - Photography

Ivy Tilson - Digital Art and Pho-
tography

Hanna Allen - Photography

Mary Willis - 3D Sculpture

Lindsay Elswick - Drawing

Willow Jones - Poetry

Amanda Pennycuff - Poetry

Reece Perkey - Fiction Short Story

Isabella Peters - Argumentative 
Essay

Bethany Gibson - Solo Vocal

Shelby Stewart - Solo Vocal

	 Oakdale School had two 
winners as well.  Ivy Tilson placed 
3rd in Digital Art and Shelby 
Stewart placed 1st in Solo Vocal.  
Congratulations to all these stu-
dents for their hard work and a job 
well done.
	 Sympathy is extended to 
the family of Sue Tapp who passed 
away Saturday, April 11.  She is 
survived by her husband, Dee 
Tapp of Harriman and four chil-
dren, Baron (Cheryl) Tapp, Tonya 
(Chad) McCarroll and Justin Tapp 
all of Harriman and Travis (Jill) 
Tapp of Oakdale.  She is also sur-
vived by eight grandchildren, eight 
siblings and a host of other family 
and friends.  Graveside services 
were held Friday, April 17 at Wil-
lard Park Cemetery.
	 Please continue to pray for 
our country and our leaders, our 
churches and our pastors, our mis-
sionaries, our military, our schools, 
faculty and students, the sick, the 
grieving, the lonely and the lost. 

“Contentment is an attitude that 
says, I will be satisfied with what 
God has given me.”   -   Anony-
mous
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Law Enforcement Officer of the Week
Presented by Jerry Duncan Ford

Hometown Heroes

Morgan 
County 
Today, 
is hum-
bled and 
honored 
to praise 
United 
States 
Army 
Veteran, 
Donald 
(Buzz) R. 
Mathis, 

as this week’s Veteran of the week. Donald 
(Buzz) Mathis like so many men in the 1960’s 
and 1970’s was drafted into the United States 
Army to serve his country during the Vietnam 

War. 
Buzz 

Mathis’ tour of duty began 
on September 24, 1970. 

Buzz, quickly moved 
up the enlisted ranks and 
earned the respectable rank 
of Sergeant within one year 
of service while serving in 
the Military Occupational 
Specialty as a Light Weap-
ons Infantryman, in the 
101st Airborne Division, 3rd 
Battalion, 187th Infantry, A 
Company. 

Tragically on May 28, 
1971 Buzz Mathis was killed 
in action in the Thua Thein 
Province of Vietnam. 

During SGT Mathis’ hon-
orable military service he 
earned the following awards; 
Purple Heart, Bronze Star, 
Air Medal, Combat Infan-
try Badge, Marksmanship 
Badge, Parachutist Badge, 
National Defense Service Medal, Vietnam 
campaign medal, Vietnam Service Medal, Army 
Presidential Unit Citation, Vietnam Gallantry 
Cross, and an Army Good Conduct Medal.  

Any reader of this article can clearly see that 
SGT Mathis was an excellent soldier just by 
the awards and rank he earned in such a short 
time. Anytime an American Soldier is killed in 
action while defending the freedoms and rights 
of Americans or anyone who cannot defend 
themselves not only does America but the world 

have a great loss beyond all comprehension. 
Although most readers never met SGT Mathis, 
all can honor him and his ultimate sacrifice by 
taking a moment to reflect on and appreciate the 
freedoms we as Americans enjoy everyday. 

Morgan County Today, thanks SGT Donald 
(Buzz) R. Mathis and the Mathis family for 
their uncomprehensible sacrifice and loss.  

     Davis Funeral Home’s
 Veteran of the Week

	 This week’s Morgan 
County Today Law En-
forcement Officer of the 
week is a very special of-
ficer because he serves his 
community and his fellow 
brothers and sisters in uni-
form in numerous ways. 

	 Kasey Stout has 
served as a Morgan Coun-
ty correctional officer for 
going on seventeen years. 
Throughout his career in 
law enforcement he has 
witnessed the dire need for 
correctional officers to have 
a tool and/or program to 
utilize with battling suicidal 
thoughts and ideations. 

	 Kasey grew up in 
Sunbright and graduated 
from Sunbright School in 
2002. He now resides in 
Kingston with his wife Am-
ber and their two children 
Kaedyn and Malena. Kasey 
and his family are members 
of Courts of Praise Church 
in Harriman. They’ve at-
tended church there for the 
past six years and Kasey is 

thankful to serve God and 
his community as an evan-
gelist. 

	 During Kasey’s walk 
with God he prayed fer-
vently for God’s guidance 
to show him how he can 
help his fellow law enforce-
ment officers 
to turn away 
from suicide 
when cop-
ing with the 
stresses of 
serving in 
corrections. 

	 God 
answered Ka-
sey’s prayers 
with the sim-
plest clarity 
by speaking 
to Kasey’s 
heart, “10-4”. 
Kasey prayed 
again to God 
for scriptural guidance 
concerning God’s reply 
and again God spoke to his 
heart but this time He said, 
“2 Corinthians 1o:4.” Kasey 

looked up the Bible verse 
which reads, 2 Corinthians 
10:4 (For the weapons of 
our warfare are not carnal, 
but mighty through God to 
the pulling down of strong 
holds;)

	 Kasey continued to 
pray 
and 
God 
contin-
ued to 
lead. In 
accor-
dance 
to 
God’s 
inspi-
ration, 
Kasey 
created 
“Oper-
ation 
10-4” 
which 

is a 24/7 service provided 
Facebook page that correc-
tional officers can freely 
like and follow. Kasey is 
the president of the page 

and has put together a team 
of several other correctional 
officers and specialists who 
have administrative rights 
to the page. Together their 
team is able to monitor the 
page 24/7 so that anyone 
can reach out to them if 
they have thoughts of sui-
cide. 

	 As of today, at least 
fifteen correctional officers 
have been helped and pos-
sibly saved from suicide. 
Operation 10-4 has been so 
well received by correction-
al officers across the state 
that every Tennessee state 
prison may implement their 
own Operation 10-4 soon 
after COVID-19 subsides. 

Officer Kasey, Morgan 
County Today thanks you 
for seeking God’s guidance 
in your pursuit to help oth-
ers and for having the cour-
age to put His guidance into 
action.

Tuesday,
April 21, 2020

Subscribe to Morgan County 
Today.

 Call (423) 346-2329.
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R & R 
Lumber Co.

Morgan County 
Sheriff 

Wayne Potter

Morgan County 
Executive 

Brian Langley

Cindi Jones
Morgan County

Trustee

Biff Wilson
Morgan County 

Tax Assessor

Morgan County 
Clerk

 Cheryl Collins

Morgan County Circuit Court Clerk
Marla Hines

Dave’s Seamless
Guttering

Sunbright TN 423-628-2444

Veteran of the Week
Davis Funeral Home is proud to sponsor 
Morgan County Today’s feature, Veteran 
of the Week. Each week, a different local 
Veteran will be spotlighted, and hon-
ored and appreciated for their service. 
The Veteran’s name, branch of service, 
service dates and other pertinent data 
should be emailed to Editor@mocotoday.
com or Publisher@mocotoday.com . Sub-
missions will be printed in the order in 
which they are received, pending verifi-
cation of information.

Tuesday,
April 21, 2020

RAEZACK’S GRILL & DELI
Drive Thru or Dine In

Tues & Wed 7 am-8 pm | Thurs - Sat 7 am-9pm
Closed Sunday & Monday

14428 SCOTT HIGHWAY
HELENWOOD, TN

(423) 569-DELI
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Pilot Mountain Diner
423-628-6200

6687 Morgan County Hwy.
Lancing, TN

Mon - Fri 6:00 am - 4:00 pm
Call In or Dine In

R.M.G. 
Roane Metals Group LLC

Paying Top Dollar for your scrap 
metals

Open Monday-Friday
8 am to 430 pm

Every second and fourth Saturday of the month 
from 8 til noon

Roane County Industrial Park
Rockwood, TN
865-354-4282

5605 Hwy 127 N
Crossville, TN
931-707-0907

Wartburg Family 
Medical Center

Thomas G. Allen, M.D.
Family Practice and Sports Medicine

Proudly Serving Morgan County
Since 1992

950 Min Street (Suite A)
Wartburg, TN. 37887

423 346 2620

Tuesday,
April 21, 2020

Morgan 
County Today 
would like 
to thank all 
of our ad-

vertisers and 
contributors 
each week. 

you all make 
it possible 
for morgan 
county today 
to get the 
news to the 
community. 
thank you.
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